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PREFACE. 



The Eeport on the Geology and Agriculture of Mississippi 
herewith presented to the public, and more especially, to the people 
of Mississippi, is intended to embrace the observations and results 
heretofore obtained in connection with the Geological and Agri- 
cultural Survey of the State, so far as they are complete in them- 
selves, or calculated to impart useful information, either practical 
or scientific, as to the natural character and resources of the State. 

There exists a great diversity of opinion, both among professional 
men and the public generally, as to what ought to te the character 
and extent of the investigations connected with State Surveys of 
this kind ; nor can this be surprising in view of the fact, that the 
execution of such works under the auspices of State governments, 
has only been inaugurated at quite a recent date, since the rapid 
progress of industrial pursuits by the aid of science, has rendered 
the claim of those depending more immediately upon the natural 
resources of the land, to similar assistance, too clear and pressing 
to be longer disregarded. At first, these Surveys contemplated 
mainly the development of the mineral resources of the countries 
to be examined ; but the obvious importance of a simultaneous 
observation of the prospects offered to other pursuits, has graduallj 
so expanded the sphere of investigation, that its limits, as well as 
the principal and primary subjects of investigation are now 
generally determined chiefly by the pecuniary means provided for 
tiie purpose, in connection with the natural conditions and first 
necessities of the regions to be explored. 
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It follows as a necessary consequence, that the objects of these 
Surveys, as well as the manner of their execution, will differ, more 
or less, in each State ; and that the method of investigation 
pursued in one may be altogther unsuited to the conditions obtain- 
ing in another. 

The Survey of Mississippi, according to the act creating it, was 
to be of the most comprehensive character — nothing less, in fact, 
than a complete Natural History Survey, embracing scientific as 
well as practical detail — similarly with that of New York. The 
limited means provided by law, however, have rendered it uaadvis- 
able to attempt to prosecute simultaneously such a multitude of 
subjects, since the development of the most practically important 
results would thus be unduly delayed ; and for some years past, 
the more immediate objects of a Geological and Agricultural 
Survey have been chiefly kept in view, the other departments of 
natural science receiving such consideration only as their intimate 
connection with the chief objects necessarily required. In the 
present Report, therefore, the geological and agricultural features 
of the State of Mississippi, as far as observed, and the investiga- 
tions made in relation to them, are chiefly considered. 

As to the method pursued in the investigations themselves, and 
the direction of the latter, the Report will speak for itself. The 
main object in a practical point of view being, in Mississippi, ths 
promotion of the interests of Agriculture and of kindred pursuits, 
(in the absence of metallic minerals to any us'eful extent) and the 
agricultural features being so closely dependent upon the geologi- 
cal, as to render the subdivisions based upon the latter almost 
equivalent to those which represent the former ; since, moreover, 
the materials of the geological formations are important, not only 
as imparting their character to the soils, but also as furnishing 
natural manures of the highest value ; the study of the geological 
phenomena is obviously the first step towards a full understanding 
of the agricultural resources, both present and future ; which 
cannot be intelligently discussed without continual reference to the 
former. This study being absolutely essential, we must bring to 
bear on it all the means that science affords, even though these 
should, at first sight, seem to have no bearing on the practical 
questions to be decided — an objection not unfrequently urged 
against the detailed study of fossil shells, for instance. Yet this 
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apparently unprofitable knowledge of the shells found in the 
several strata, is hardly less essential iu the study of the geology 
of Mississippi, than the knowledge of the several letters of the 
alphabet is to him who would learn to read. And thus it is with 
many other subjects of scientific research mentioned in the present 
volume, which to those not accustomed to studies of this kind 
might seem of no interest whatsoever. 

As regards the study of the agricultural features proper, both 
the methods I have pursued, and the objects I have kept in view, 
are more specially, and more fittingly, explained in the General 
Part of the Agricultural Report, than could be done in this place ; 
and will be found amply exemplified in the Special Part, page 254, ff. 

If the method to be pursued in investigations of this kind, is 
subject to differences of opinion (sufficiently great to have caused 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science, at one 
of its late sessions, to appoint a committee composed of some of 
the first men of science to examine the question), such is no less 
the case with reference to the manner of presenting the results to 
the public. It would seem that this point also must be considered 
as being, in a great measure, subject to variation according to the 
necessities of each case ; and such being my conviction, it has been 
my aim throughout to answer, as far as I could, the questions hear- 
ing upon the subjects in hand, which experience had taught me were 
afloat, and being agitated, among the people, whether of a single 
neighborhood or district, or of the whole State ; in such connection, 
and, as much as possible, in such language as I knew would make 
it understood at the points for which it was intended, even though 
Mie expressions employed might not in all cases be deducible from 
any authentic philological source. I am aware that in so doing, 
I have laid myself open to some criticism in a literary point of 
view ; but I hope that the practical consideration just referred to 
may serve, in some measure, as an extenuation of the fault. 

It is more especially with reference to the introduction of the 
somewhat lengthy chapter treating of the general principles of 
Eational Agriculture, that I feel it necessary to enter the plea of 
special fitness, since on general grounds, it might not be considered 
as being in its place in a special Report. It was originally sug- 
gested by my personal experience, among the agricultural popula- 
tion of the State, of the desire for information of this character ; 
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and the probability that without it, the results of the Agricultural 
Survey could not readily be made available to a very large part 
of those for whose special benefit the work is intended. Yet I 
might not have thought myself justified in making this feature so 
prominent, even to the exclusion of a certain amount of special 
information, but that it appeared to meet the particular approval 
of the gentlemen constituting the legislative committee, to whose 
examination the manuscript was submitted — thus confirming the 
impression dirived from my own observation, regarding the pro- 
priety of introducing it, as explanatory of the nature and object 
of such investigations, and of the results elicited. T\"ith this 
special object in view, I have attempted to present, to the agricul- 
tural reader, as briefly and concisely as possible, and with the least 
use of technical terms compatible with that conciseness, the well- 
established principles of Rational Agriculture, with special refer- 
ence to such matters as have a particular bearing upon the 
conditions existing in this State. The treatise, therefore does not 
in any manner pretend to completeness, but simply touches in an 
explanatory manner, such subjects as appeared to me of immediate 
importance in connection with the results of the Survey ; and I 
have endeavored by copious references throughout the special part, 
to establish that connection, and to enable the reader unacquainted 
with the subject, to see, and act intelligently with reference to the 
reasons why a certain course is recommended in certain cases. 

It is with reference to the latter point particularly, that I have 
deviated from the course usually pursued in Reports communicating 
analyses of soils ; it being mostly left to the agriculturist to 
interpret, as best he may, the columns of names and figures which 
he recieves from the hands of the chemist. That under such cir- 
cumstances, little benefit should result from these analyses, is not 
wonderful. The chemist, not knowing tlie circumstances under 
which the soil he has analyzed, occurs in nature, cannot, if he 
would, advise intelligently as to the import of his results ; yet, to 
draw the conclusions contained in the abstract result communicated 
by him to the agriculturist, almost always transcends the knowledge 
of the latter ; for it presupposes in most cases, an acquaintance 
with chemistry and the kindred sciences not to be expected, unless 
of professional men. The agricultural chemist, therefore, ought 
not only to make the analyses, but also to interpret them to the 
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^agriculturist ; but he cannot, in general, do bo intelligently from 
the results obtained in his laboratory alone, from a few specimens 
desultorily collected by others, without reference to any rule, or 
system of investigation ; which can be consistently carried out 
only upon the scale of a public work, by Stdte aid. 

While this, however, may justly be claimed at the hands of the 
scientific investigator, it is asking nothing short of an impossibility, 
when it is expected of him that ho should communicate the scien- 
tific detail of his researches, in language intelligible to those not 
previously acquainted with the fundamentals of the science. It 
might as well be asked that he should teach a person to read, 
"without giving him the trouble of learning the letters of the 
alphabet. 

It is very commonly and cheaply charged upon professional men 
generally, and upon those cultivating the exact sciences in partic- 
ular, that they have a perverse disposition to wrap up everything 
known in an unintelligible, technical jargon, or " big words ", as 
they are currently termed. It is expected of them that they should 
develop new ideas (such as always result from the special study of 
any subject), but that they should use no new terms in expressing 
or communicating them ; which is simply impossible. No one can 
expect to be taught, without learning ; let him catch the idea, and 
it will matter little to him whether the word expressing the same 
be Greek, Latin, or Chinese ; English terms, already possessing 
definite meaning, cannot be used to express new ideas. If he 
cannot take the time, or trouble, to learn the idea, he ought not to 
complain if he cannot understand the term. 

In a practical point of view, it being undeniable that the fre- 
quent recurrence of technical terms not familiar to the general 
reader, will often deter the latter from attempting to read even 
that which he can understand, I have thought it best to separate, 
as much as possible, the purely scientific part from the purely 
practical, so as to enable each one to select at once what is suited 
to his taste and purpose. I have for this reason, separated the 
geological part from that descriptive of the agricultural features, 
connecting the two, however, by copious references, and even 
repeating^ in brief, at times, in the latter part, important points in 
the geology of the country, already given in the former part, and 
more fully discussed there: In the geological part itself, I have 
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giyen under separate heads (" Useful Materials") the chief practi- 
cal results embraced ia the previous description of geological 
detail, which it -would be impossible to render fully intelligible to 
readers not conversant with the science, without writing, at the 
same time, a Compend of Geologj. The latter course has been 
to some extent pursued in many State Seports, and among others, 
in the two Reports published previous to the present one, in this 
State. I have so much the more felt justified in omitting this 
feature, and substituting for it a Compend of Agriculture, before 
noticed. 

But it may be thought by some that under the circumstances, 
the geological, scientific detail might, for practical purposes, as 
well have been omitted altogether. But it is inadmissible, at the 
present day, to appear before the public with mere assertions, with- 
out presenting, as vouchers for the accuracy of the observations, 
the record of the latter ; and the fact that that record cannot be 
made intelligible to all at the first glance, can form no legitimate 
objection to the propriety of giving those who can understand it 
the opportunity of judging and controlling, the correctness of the 
conclusions. The very separation of the practical from the scien- 
tific detail, has necessarily imparted to the latter an aspect even 
more abstruse than usual ; but the unprofessional reader may skip 
what seems unintelligible to him, with the understanding that he 
loses nothing that could be explained, unless he were to go to the 
trouble of making himself acquainted with the rudiments at least 
of the science, which it is not the province of a State Report to 
teach. A great deal, however, of what might not be intelligible 
to the general reader, hy itself, will become so to those desiring 
further information on the subject in hand, by looking up the 
paragraphs referred to in the text— to facilitate which, the 
paragraphs occurring on every page are given at the top, on the 
inner corner. The whole being written with a view to these 
references, to avoid incessant repetition, it will be quite essential 
to the casual reader to make use of them. 

The diacusssion of the agricultiral features of a region involves, 
necessarily, two distinct classes of data, viz: 1st. The general 
description of the surface configuration, vegetation, soil, etc. 2nd, 
The discussion of the peculiaritiei of the several soils, if the 
observations made are such as to render such discussion useful. 
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While the former class of observations has been made, and is 
recorded here, with reference to the greater portion of the State, 
the latter is as yet very incomplete, in coijsequence of the chemical 
work of the Survey having unavoidably remained far behind the 
field work. Copious specimens of soils, marls, etc., from the 
regions examined are, however, in the collection of the Survey, 
and will be subjected to analysis, or such other examination as 
they may require, so soon as the limited means of the Survey — 
consisting, thus far, of my single-handed labor, with the occasional 
aid of kind friends — will permit; and the same is intended to be 
done with reference to the districts not yet sufficiently examined, 
as mentioned in the Special Report. The publication of prelimi- 
nary Reports necessarily containing a great deal of crude and 
undigested matter, is not a pleasant necessity to the scientific 
investigator ; but I shall consider the objects oC the present Report 
to be amply attained, if the observations, results and suggestions 
it contains, shall succeed in awakening our agricultural population 
moi-e generally to the importance and necessity of agricultural 
improvement, and of a rational system of Agriculture. It rests 
with them, in great degree, to render the Agricultural Survey 
that wliich it should be. It is upon them that the scientific inves- 
tigator is dependent, in most cases, for knowledge of the faults 
and virtues of a soil, the cause and remedies of which he is to 
ascertain ; it is they who must test in practice the correctness of 
Ms conclusions ; and it is only by co-operation of this kind between 
the practical agriculturist and the scientific investigator, that the 
feenefits of the aid of science to Agriculture, are capable of reali- 
zation. Agricultural science is young ; it cannot as yet answer at 
once all questions which may arise in regard to the mutual relations 
of soils and crops ; but its fundamentals are well established, and 
it- is upon investigations like these that its progress must be based. 
It is obvious, moreover, that the knowledge thus obtained of the 
peculiarities of the State, is a most essential step towards the 
establishment of Agricultural Schools of a character truly prac- 
tical, in which the young men of the State shall be taught, not 
only general principles, and what ought to be their mode of pro- 
cedure in certain suppositious cases : but also what are, in fact and 
practice, the cases they will have to deal witli in their own State, 
illustrated by actual specimens, having received a thorough exam- 
kiation. 
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In mentioning the vegetation of the several regions, I have 
throughout made use of the popular names, as far as such exist ; 
when, however, characteristic plants requiring meniioB. possessed no 
English name, I have given the systematical botanical term, ■which, 
conveys the meaning to some persons at least. I must observe, 
however, that in reference to the popular names of the Oaks, there 
exists a great confusion in our State ; those generally adopted in 
the United States, and which have already passed into systematic 
botany and text-books, having partially, in Mississippi, been trans- 
ferred to different species. Thus the Quercus falcalaj everywhere 
else called Spanish Oak, is generally designated as " Red Oak" in 
Mississippi ; the true Eed Oak (Q. rubra) of the Middle States, is 
either not distinguished here from the Black Oak (Q. linctoria), 
or is by many thought to be a "kind" (variet}') of the Q. falcata 
(the " Red" Oak of the Mississippians, or Spanish Oak proper.) 
On the other hand, the name of " Spanish Oak " is popularly 
applied, in Mississippi, to the Q. cocinea, the Scarlet Oak of other 
States. To use the other nomenclature by itself, would involve, 
either throwing tlie student of botany into inextricable confusion 
as to the trees of the State, or else a misunderstanding on the part 
of the agricultural population, which would be the more serious, 
as these several Oaks indicate very essential differences of soil. 
To avoid these inconveniences, I have throughout, in the text, used 
the names as adopted in botanical text books, but have introduced 
after them, in parenthesis, quotations, and italic type, the corres- 
ponding names as usually used in Mississippi. Thus, Spanish 
C' Red") Oak implies tlie Quercus falcata, commonly termed "Red 
Oak" in Mississippi. The "Poplar" {Liriodendron tulipifera — 
Tulip-tree of the text-books), also, I have placed in quotation?, 
because the name properly belongs to the Lomba,rdy Poplar and 
Cottonwood (Populus) tribe of trees. 

To those familiar witli the sciences, it is proper to state, that the 
methods I have pursued in the quantitative analyses of soils, etc., 
are essentially those described by Dr. R. Peter, in the third volume 
of the Kentucky Geological Report, which yield results very uni- 
formly satisfactorywith a great variety of materials. The time 
dui-ing which the soils were digested with acid of uniform strength, 
was in most cases, as uniformly as possible, _^«e days. Want 
of time and proper arrangements have hitherto compelled me to 
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omit the separate determination of sand, and tlie extraction of tte 
soil with carbonic acid water (both intended to be performed 
hereafter). I have substituted for the determination of moisture 
contained in the air-dried soil (varying greatly within brief periods), 
that of the moisture absorbed by the same at a fixed temperature 
if possible, in an atmospere at the point of saturation, with aque- 
ous vapor ; which renders the determinations directly comparable, 
and seems to offer a very important element in the determination 
of the treatment of soils. Not having had a space of a perfectly 
uniform temperature at my command, the temperatures at which 
the saturation took place, have varied somewhat, as will be seen 
by reference to the analyses ; but it is my intention to determine, 
at the earliest possible moment, the law of variation in this respect, 
so as to render the results strictly comparable. I hope that the 
imperfections of the work in a scientific as well as in many other 
points of view, may meet with lenient judgment at the hands of 
those at least, who have experienced the difficulties besetting an 
observer who has to rely almost entirely upon his single-handed 
labor, in the numerous departments of science involved in a work of 
this kind. 

It may be noticed by those possessing the Report of my imme- 
diate predecessor (L. Harper), that many facts and localities 
mentioned there, are referred to and described in the present one 
also. As stated at first, it has been my aim to communicate as 
completely as possible, all reliable observations and results here- 
tofore obtained in connection with the Survey ; and wherever I 
have availed myself of the observations, either of my predecessors, 
or of other scientific observers, I have given due credit. With 
reference to Harper's Report, therefore, I have simply to say, that 
nine-tenths of all the data given there in relation to the north- 
western portion of the State, are extracts, sometimes literal, from 
my field notes, made in the capacity of Assistant in 1856 ; the 
observations then made being here presented in the light in which 
they appear to me, and with the conclusions to which, in my 
judgment, they legitimately lead. Owing to the want of his field 
notes, as well as those of his predecessors, I have been compelled 
to rely chiefly upon my own recollection with reference to the 
observations jointly made in the southern portion of the State, in 
1855, so far as I have not since re-examined the region personally. 
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I hare to regret that the inadequacy of the appropriation made 
for printing the present Report, has compelled me to curtail its 
contents in several important particulai'S, and among others has 
necessitated the omission of the tables of elevations, as ascertained 
by the railroad surveys ; which are, therefore, reserved for a future 
Report ; and has likewise rendered necessary a partial reduction 
of the size of the type. Notwithstanding these curtailments (as 
far as compatible with the objects of the Report), the cost of pub- 
lication has, under the circumstances, seriously exceeded the 
amount provided. 

Of the accurate observations contained in Prof. Wailes' First 
Report (which has become somewhat scarce), I have availed myself, 
so far as they come within the purpose of the present Report j 
giving due credit therefor. 

To Dr. William Spillmau, of Columbus, Mississippi, I am 
indebted for the catalogue of fossils given in the Appendix, as 
well as for other favors. 

To Leo Lesquereux, Esq., of Columbus, Ohio, I am indebted for 
determinations of fossil plants from the Lignitic strata of North 
Mississippi. 

My most especial acknowledgments are due to Prof. W. D. 
Moore, of the University of Mississippi, for voluntary assistance 
not merely occasional, but of the most comprehensive kind and in 
part, of the most toilsome character ; he having for months together 
devoted all his leisure time, even at nights when necessary, and 
oftentimes at great inconvenience to himself, to the furtherance 
especially of those portions of the work which otherwise, in the 
multifarious duties devolving upon me, could hardly have been 
touched as yet. I owe to his patient labor the systematic arrange- 
ment and labeling of the Survey collections at Oxford. Without 
Lis assistance in the determination and comparison of fossils, the 
geological features of the State would even now, in a great 
measure, have been but imperfectly determined, unless many other 
practically important investigations had been omitted instead ; and 
the compilation of the catalogues of fossils is almost entirely the 
fruit of his labor. Of fieldwork I owe to him the re-examination 
and more accurate tracing out of the deposits of hydraulic lime- 
stone in Tishomingo, the result of which is given in the Appendix. 
And finally, he has rendered me most essential aid in the arrange- 
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raent and revision of the manuscript ; and in seeing through the 
press its latter portion, at considerable inconvenience to himself. 

I cannot close this, already somewhat lengthy preface, without 
expressing my obligations to the numerous gentlemen throughout 
the State, by whose kindness and intelligent assistance my labors 
in the field have been essentially lightened, and the work of the 
Survey materially promoted. BUG. W. HILGAKD. 

Oxford, August, 1860. 
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Xxiv NOTE. 

In the absence of Dr. Hilgard I am compelled to state, by waj 
of appology, to Mm and to the readers of the Report, that lack of 
space has obliged me to substitute for an exhaustive index, alphabeti- 
cally arranged, a Table of Contents : I have labored to make this 
as minute and full as possible, and hope that the careful reader by its 
aid will be able to turn rapidly and readily, to whatever he may 
desire to find in the text. The few errata deemed of sufficient 
importance to correct, are here subjoined : 

On p. 3 — " Marine Animal " should be opposite " Eipley Group " 

and the three lines just below brought up accordingly. 

" " 240 — immediately preceding '([■±82, for " Retoration" read — 

Restoration. 
" " 301 — in the heading, for " Alterations", read — Alternations. 
" " 304 — in the sixth line of 11650, for "properly" substitute 
popularly. 
Two blanks involving the number of acres embraced in the Sea- 
Island Cotton Plantations, and the amount of cotton per acre 
produced on these, I have been unable to fill, the only information 
relative to these subjects, in the U. S. Census, being the return of 
70 bales from Hancock County. W". D. MOORE. 

Jackson, Sept. 14, I860. 



PART I. 

GEOLOGICAL REPOET. 



1. Configuration of the Surface. — There are, probably, few States 
in the Union, concerning the aspect of whose surface erroneous 
impressions are more generally prevalent, than is the case with 
Mississippi. The reputed character of a comparatively small 
portion of its territory — the Mississippi Bottom — is very commonly 
referred to the greater portion^ or to the whole of the State, among 
whose features, swamps, marshes and mosquitoes are thought to 
hold a prominent place. It may not be superfluous, therefore, to 
premise, that outside of the Mississippi Bottom, sand hills, with 
Pine, Black Jack and Post Oak, are a very conspicuous feature in 
the landscape ; the surface being generally hilly, though nowhere 
mountainous. Few of the ridges probably rise as high as 400 feet 
above the drainage of the country, the usual elevations of the 
hills above the minor watercourses being from 30 to 120 feet ; and 
none probably are above 800 feet in absolute elevation. 
All the inequalities of surface at present existing in Mississippi, arc 
due to denudation — formed by the action of water. There are no 
hills or chains of upheaval properly speaking ; for, although many 
are composed chiefly of strata possessing a sensible dip, they 
are elevated above the rest of the country only because these 
have to a great extent been washed away, without being, at the 
present time, replaced by other deposits. 

2. The dips are mostly very slight, so as to be rarely perceptible 
in one and the same locality, and often difficult to demonstrate 
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without actual surface levelings. The dips of the cretaceous strata 
has been best proven, and its amount approximately ascertained, by 
the artesian bores which have been numerously made in the region 
they underlie. In Lowndes and Noxubee counties, according 
to data collected by Dr. William Spillman, the dip is from 
25 to 30 feet per mile, towards the S. W. Further N. the direc- 
tion of the dip changes to the westward, and near the Tennessee 
line is nearly due W. ; while in middle Alabama, according to 
Tuomey, the dip is nearly due S. In other words, the strata 
incline away from the great upheavals of the Alleghany range/ the 
cretaceous belt skirting what may be considered the last spurs 
radiating from the mountains. [See Paragraph 78.] The strata 
of the Tertiary also possess a slight dip, as is shown by the rise of the 
water obtained in boring wells, in the southern portion of the 
State ; and by the gradual sinking below the waters edge, as we 
advance southward, of the strata exhibited in the banks of the 
streams which, like Cbickasawhay and Pearl Rivers, follow in 
general a southward course. The dip of the tertiary therefore 
coincides, in the main, with that of the cretaceous formation. 

3. In view of these facts, we should expect to find the highest 
elevations in the north-eastern portion of the State. With respect 
to the average level of the country, this undoubtedly holds true, as 
is shown by the course of the larger rivers ; but the rule is very 
much modified, as regards the highest relative elevations, above 
the general level of the drainage. For after we recede 70 to 90 
miles from the sea-coast, the average level ascends but slowly, and 
we find relative elevations at least, equal to those in the N. E. 
portion of the State ; and thence northward, no inference as to 
the hilliness, or the relative elevations of a region, can be drawn 
a priori from its position, either in longitude or latitude. In the 
latter direction, there is perhaps a little more regularity than 
exists in the former ; the highest relative, as well as absolute, 
elevations being, on the whole, E. of a line drawn N. and S., 
through the center of the State. A notable exception to this rule, 
however, occurs in the extreme S. W., where the Mississippi river 
is skirted by ridges, some of wliich are elevated probably more 
than 400 feet above its level. Some of the highest ridges in the 
State are said to exist on the heads of Pearl River, in Newton, 
Neshoba, and E. Attala — a region with which I am not personally 
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acquainted ; while the highest ridges in N. Mississippi of whicb 
I have any knowledge exist in the waters of the Hatchie, in E. 
Tippah, and in the hilly region dividing the waters of the Hatchie, 
Tallahatchie and Tombigbee. A table of such determinations of 
elevation as I have been able to obtain, will be lound in the 
Appendix, at the end of the present volume. 

4. Geological Structure. — The general geological features of the 
State are simple, and will be readily understood, in connectioB- 
with the foregoing remarks, by reference to the geological map ;- 
the subjoined table of the formations occurring in the State, thea" 
several stages, principal materials, and character of fossils ; anS 
the general section, Fig. I, Table 1, in which, for the sake of a 
fairer representation than could otherwise be given, a curved line 
of projection (as indicated on the little map subjoined) has beess. 
adopted. 

TABLE OF THE FORMATIONS OF MISSISSIPPI. 



?- 

fe o 


XAMK OF GROUP. 


PRINCIPAL MATERIAL.^. 


FOSSIIS FOUND. 


>. 


ALLTJVIUit 


Soils, sand-bars, etc., 


living plants and animals. 


§ 


Second Bottom 


"Hommocks," 


? 


1=1 . 


Yellow Loam 


Brown and yellow bricfc-clays. 


? 


_o 


Bluff Formatios 


Calcareous silt. 


Terrestrial, part extinct. 


s 


Orange S.iXD 


Sands, pebbles, clays, 


Those of underlying formations^ 


^ 


Coast Puocen-e? 


Black fetid clsys, 


Living marine shells, living trec®^ 




Grand Gulf Groui- 


Light colored clays ; white sandstones. 


Plants partly sitinct ? Lignite. 




ViCKsnuRG Group 


Marls and Hmestones, 


Marine ociraa-ls. 


>% 


LlGMTlO 


Black clays, 


Plants Ligiiite. 


■S 


Jacksos Group 


Marls and soft limestones, 


Marine animals. 


CJ 


LlGXlTIC 


Black clays, 


Plants, Lignite. 


H 


Claiborne Group j 


Marls and limestones, 


Marine animals. 




Siliceous sandstones, 


Marine animals. 




N'ORTHERN LiGxrnc 


Black and grey clays ; yellow sands, 


Plants partly extinct ; Lign Wjr. 


li 


Ripley Group 


Marls and limestones, sandy, 




Rotten Ijmrston>: 


Soft chalky limestones, clayey, 


Marine animals. 


si 


Tombigbee Pand 


Greenish micaceous sands. 


Marine animals. 


1 


EuTAW Group 


Dark colored clays, sand, 


Marine animals. 


c 






Plants, extinct ; Lignite. 


o 


Limestone 


Fetid, crystalline limestone, 


Marine animals. 


>!andstonk 


.-iliceous sandstone an*l chert, 


Marine animals. 


5( 

a 


Black Slatk 


Hydraulic limestone, 


J 



It will be perceived that four only of the principal geological 
periods are represented, viz : the Carboniferous, Cretaceous, Tertiary 
and QuaterTiary. In each of these, several stages, or minor snb- 
divisiong require to be distinguishaiKr But before entering upoa 
a special discription of these, it iB^|«essary to premise, that witfes 
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the exception of the territory occupied by the alluvium of the 
Mississippi Bottom, and by the Bluff formation of the Southern 
River Counties, the formations laid down on the map do not, as a 
general thing, occupy the surface to any considerable extent, nor 
even do they in most cases, immediately underlie the arable stratum 
of their region of occurrence. The latter, in most of the better 
class of upland soils, is formed by a yellow or brown loam, of an 
age more modern l^han the Bluff formation (which it frequently 
overlies), and from two to ten feel in thickness. But the forma- 
tion which gives character to the surface conformation of the 
State — whose presence is tlie rule, and whose absence the exception 
requiring special mention ; which forms the main body of most 
ridges, and to a very great extent, their surface also — is that 
which has been very appropriately designated by Prof. Safford. 
the State Geologist of Tennessee, as the Orange Saxd "brmation 
5. It may appear surprising at first sight, in view of these facts 
that this important formation should not have been laid down, or 
even mentioned, on the geological map ; but the very universality 
of its occurrence has made this a matter of necessity, unless the 
other formations were to be concealed by it on the map, in the 
same manner in which they are in nature : so much so, that this 
very formation is among the most serious obstacles in the examination 
of the more ancient formations of Mississippi, and that a proper 
understanding of its peculiarities is the first necessity in the study 
of the geology of tlie State. And since even a description of the 
other formations involves, of necessity, a continual reference to 
these peculiarities, it may be best to give the special description of 
the Orange Sand formation, out of its proper order in the ireologi- 
cal series, as a key and introduction to the geological structure'of 
Mississippi. 



THE ORANGE SAND FORMATION. 



6. As has been stated above, the Orange Sand formation 
characterizes the greater part of the surface of the State of 
Mississippi. It is entirely wanting only in the alluvial bottom of 
the Mississippi River ; and it occurs to a limited extent only in the 
following districts : 1st, In the territory of the Bluff formation, 
skirting the Mississippi River southward of Vicksburg, to the 
Louisiana line. Above Natchez, the Orange Sand formation 
usually runs out at a distance of 8 or 12 miles from the Mississippi 
River, where it appears underlying the calcareous silt of the Bluff 
formation, sometimes only a few inches in thickness, but increasing 
rapidly as we advance inland ; below Natchez, however, we find it 
forming a high Bluff of considerable extent (the White Cliffs) on 
the Mississippi River itself ; and at Fort Adams, on Loftus' Heights, 
it appears in a stratum about 90 feet in thickness, overlaid by a 
stratun: 73 feet thick, of the materials of the Bluff formation. It 
probably appears on many intermediate points also. — 2d, In the 
territory occupied by the Jackson Group of the eocene tertiary. 
It is absent from the prairies of this district, (whether of the 
gypseous or caleareous character), but usually forms the ridges 
skirting them ; it is wanting also, in the "Hog- Wallow- Prairie" 
district of the same region, in N. E.. Smith and N. W. Jasper 
counties, but nevertheless forms all the ridges bordering on the 
same. — 3d, It is wanting in a large portion of the territory occu- 
pied by the Rotten Limestone Group of the cretaceous formation, 
viz : on the prairies, and the gently undulating oak uplands 
skirting them. And finally, it is absent, or but feebly represented, 
4th, In the "Flatwoods" region, and particularly, in the "Flatwoods" 
proper. In remaining portion of the State, the ground is either 
occupied by the members of the Orange Sand formation, or else, 
when the more ancient strata form ridges by themselves, it is only 
in limited patches. Very frequently, the older deposits form the 
beds of the streams, where they crop out in bluffs ; constitutitig also 
the lower portion of the hills, which are capped with Orange 
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Sand strata — overlaid very generally, by the Yellow Loam deposit 
previously referred to, which is one of the newest formations of 
Mississippi. 

7. The tAfc/craew of the Orange Sand formation is extremely varia- 
l>Ie. As originally deposited, its strata appear to have been dependent, 
as to their thickness, on the degree of denudation which the strata 
of the more ancient formations had previously undergone ; but at 
present, the extensive denudations which have taken place in the 
Orange Sand formation itself have added a complicating element ; 
so that a most extraordinary capriciousness in this respect, charac- 
;terizes these deposits. The greatest thickness observed with 
jcsertainty, to my knowledge, was in a well dug at the University of 
Mississippi, to a depth somewhat more than two hundred feet ; and 
a section of about the same thickness occurs, according to Prof. 
Wailes, at the White Cliffs, in Adams county. One hundred feet 
is no unusual thickness ; but most commonly it varies between 40 
and 60 feet. Even on different portions of one and the same acre 
<jf ground, great variations frequently occur. Thus, in the town 
of Brandon, wells N. of the E. R. cut reach water at 45 feet, 
passing through Orange Sand strata all the way ; while S. of the 
lOit, the gray clay of the Upper Lignitic formation is struck after 
passing through a few feet only of sand. 

8. The existence of hills of more ancient formations within those 
of the Orange Sand, as exemplified in diagram No. 2, (139,) is 
sisown in numerous profiles, all over the State ; nor does the exter- 
nal shape of these ancient hills leave any doubt as to their having 
lieen, themselves, originally formed by denudation, and afterwards 
<!Overed over by the Orange Sand deposits. In such cases, the 
Imes of deposition of the Orange Sand usually exhibit, near 
to the line of contact, slight inflections, conformable to the 
curvature of the interior mass ; but the general horizontality of the 
stratification lines is not thereby disturbed. Nor do I know any 
instance of the departure from horizontality, in the Orange Sand 
strata, which could be referred to an upheaval, either local or 
.general. The water obtained within these deposits, never exhibits 
any tendency to rise. 

9. It is not to be inferred, however, that the stratification of this 
S)rmation is remarkable for regularity. On the contrary, it is 
rffcen extremely difficult to trace out one and the same stratum, or 
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stratification line, for any considerable distance. Not only does 
the material of which it is composed undergo entire changes 
within very limited areas, but the stratification lines themselves 
often exhibit the most fanciful irregularities, often coming square 
up against one another, and frequently exhibiting successive parallel 
lines of deposition forming a large angle with the lines of contact 
adjoining strata. 
Pig.'s 1, 2, and 3, PI. II representing profiles occurring in E. R. cuts 
in Lafayette and Pike counties, will illustrate this irregularity both 
with reference to stratifications and material ; nor is it to be 
supposed, that instances of this kind are exceptional ; they abound 
wherever the formation prevails in force. Even where horizontal 
lines of deposition can be traced for some distance, they are usually 
themselves wavy on a small scale. No one can fail to be struck 
by the similarity of the stratigraphical character of the Orange 
Sand, with that which may be studied to advantage on the banks 
of the Mississippi river at low stages of water, in the alluvial deposits. 
And there can be little doubt that the Orange Sand has been 
deposited in a similar manner, by flowing water ; especially when 
the evidence afforded by the character of the material (rounded 
grains of sand and pebbles ; see below) is taken into account ; the 
grains of which, in all cases which have come under my observation, 
are more or less rounded, and without sharp angles or edges ; 
which explains the common observation, that these sands are a 
very poor material for scouring purposes. 

10. Character of Materials. — As the name indicates, the preva- 
lent material composing this formation, are siliceous sands. They are 
usually colored, more or loss, with hydrated peroxide of iron, or 
orange-yellow ochre. The color thus imparted is sometimes 
very deep and glaring ; as on the Pontotoc Ridge, in eastern 
Itawamba county, and many other localities ; more frequently, it is 
a dull rust color. In the southern Pine region (as in Smith, 
Marion, and Pike counties), it is often of a delicate rose hue ; 
bright yellow tints are frequently found, and deposits oiwhite sand are 
not uncommon. An endless variety of tints intermediate between 
the above, of course exist ; and locally, crimson, purple, and almost 
blue tints, fancifully co-ordinated, may be observed. 

11. Whenever the amount of iron contained in these sands is 
somewhat considerable, they exhibit a tendency to conglomerate ; 
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and thus ferruginous sandstones are formed, of all degrees, from a 
fricable mass to a solid rock of considerable hardness, and well 
suited to building purposes, when stones of the proper dimensions 
can be obtained. The several varieties of this rock play a promi- 
nent part in the topography of the State, and some of them claim 
our attention on account of their practical usefulness. I do not 
know of any instance in which a notable stratum of this ferrugi- 
nous sandstone is found much below the present surface of the 
locality of occurrence. These ledges (of a few inches at most) 
are sometimes found at some depth, where a seam of denser mate- 
rial (e. g. clay) has arrested the further progress of a ferruginous 
solution, which otherwise would have imparted only a slight 
general cohesion to the whole mass of the sand. But commonly, 
the several varieties of this sandstone are found on or near the 
surface, capping the summits of hills and ridges ; and in truth, it 
is difficult to find an Orange Sand ridge of any importance where 
little slaty fragments, at least, of this rock, are not scattered about 
on the summit. Wherever an unusually elevated knoll is seen on 
these ridges, it is certain to be found capped with a deposit of this 
rock, partly remaining in place, on the summit, partly strewn adown 
the hillside. And even as we find these rocky knolls perched, as 
it were, on top of the ridges, so in level, or gently undulating 
tracts, elevated but little above the drainage of the country, we 
often see short ridges, or isolated hillocks of a truncated-cone 
shape, rising abruptly out of the plain, to the height of 7^ to 150 
feet and usually crowned with a clump of pines — a tree not seen for 
miles around perhaps, in the level country, and whose roots can 
with difficulty gain a foothold in the shallow soil, and crevices of 
the level ledge of dark colored sandstone which forms the summit. 
Cases in point are of frequent occurrence in North Mississippi ; the 
counties of Tippah, Marshall, Lafayette, Carroll and Yallabusha 
ftirnish abundant examples ; especially the gently undulating, 
fertile yellow-loam region of the latter county, where a number of 
these isolated pillars, now forming prominent landmarks in the 
plain, are left standing to show, apparently, the original surface 
level of the country, after the subsidence of the flood which spread 
over the older formations, the immense masses of sand which now 
cover the greater portion of the State. And it is to these rocky 
caps, no doubt, that these elevations owe their escape from the 
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Figs. 1 and 2. — Sections from cuts on the New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern Eailroad, near Summit, Pike Co. 



Fig. 3. 




Fig. 3. — Section from a cut on the Mississippi Central Railroad, at Oxford, Lafayette Co. 
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denuding action which has removed the rest of the stratum. 
Ic. It is comparatively but rarely the case, however, that solid 
ledges of any considerable thickness are found on these summits. 
Solid ledges of 4 feet are not common, and but two cases arc known 
to me in which their thickness amounts to ten or more feet. Most 
usually they consist of connected masses of fantastical shape, 
such as concretionary bodies are wont to assume ; the interstices 
are filled with loose, or loosely cemented, sand. The latter, as 
might be supposed, is washed out in course of time, where the 
stratum is exposed to the weather ; and when the remaining harder 
portions are broken asunder, it does not require a strong imagina- 
tion to recognize in them the remnants of works of art ; and 
nothing can convey a better idea of the prevalent forms, and 
character of the material, than the popular likening of such spots 
with the " ruins of a forge," or more properly, those of an iron 
foundry. There are angular plates, of several square feet, of plane 
surface, straight edges (the latter often provided with a regular 
rim,) and of uniform thickness; smaller plates, of a similar character, 
joined together at various angles, like fragments of boxes ; others 
channeled, and variously curved, so as to form gutters and very 
frequently, tubes of considerable length and diameter, and 
remarkable regularity of shape. In some localities (as for instance, 
in S. E. Tippah, near the heads of Hatchie,) complete assortments 
of tubes may be seen strewn about on the hilltops — sometimes five 
feet in length, and of various bores from | inch to four inches. 
The rough sandy surface, and even the color of these concretionary 
forms, renders them strikingly similar to newly made castings ; and 
in districts where such forms are common, springs are not unfre- 
quently provided with spouts and gutters from these natural 
warehouses. Sometimes these tubes may be found in place, 
ensconced in a mass of rock, so as to allow of blowing or even 
seeing through the latter. When thus in place, I have generally 
found them pointing in a N. E. and S. W. direction. Similar tubes 
and concretions of various shapes and sizes, are in many localities 
found isolated, in the interior of loose sandy strata ; the hollows 
being, as in the case of those found on the hilltops, filled with 
loose ferruginous sand, or sometimes with yellow ochre. Round 
and oblong concretions of this kind, of small size, are vSry common 
in the neighborhood of Oxford ; portions of them have been used 
as drinking cups. 
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13. This ferruginous sandrock is very commonly designated as 
" iron ore'' among the people. It contains, however, much less 
iron than the aspect and weight of the material generally lead us 
to expect ; average specimens yield from 60 to 80 per cent, of 
white sand. Iron ore of good quality, in the form of brown 
hematite, is occasionally found, partly in the form of small 
variously shaped nodules, statactitic in the interior (as in the S. 
W. corner of Tippah county), partly in thin sheets of pure fibrous 
ore, interstratified with sand, (as in Tishomingo county, and other 
localities near the Alabama line). I have nowhere, however, found 
it in quantities sufficient to justify the erection of a furnace, and 
where its occurrence in large masses has been reported, a dense 
variety of the ferruginons sandstone has commonly been mistaken 
for workable ore. 

14. It is an interesting fact, that the formation of similar sand- 
stones is still in progress, in numerous localities. In depressions, 
or in the heads of hollows, where forest leaves or other vegetable 
matter decays in contact with the ferruginous sand, the 
iron is dissolved as proto-carbonate, giving rise to chalybeate 
waters, which at times may .be observed in almost every 
rill of Orange Sarid formation. Such waters in percolating 
through the sand, deposit in it their iron ; especially where they meet 
an impervious seam, of clay or other material. Thus the whole mass 
gradually indurates, and hard ledges are formed within it, producing 
precisely such shapes as we now find in the deposits on the hilltops. 
The cementation of the sand of the latter into ferruginous sand- 
stone, also took place, most probably, long after the deposition of 
the stratum ; and here too we find the ledges underlaid, generally, 
by an impervious layer of clay or clayey sand. As a general thing, 
the sands of the formation are less ferruginous, and ferruginous 
sandstone is less common, in the southern portion of the State, 
than in the northern ; the sand also is generally finer, and more 
frequen tly micaceous. This is more especially true of the central 
belt, N. and S.; while as we approach the channels of the Mississippi 
and Tombigbee Rivers, this difference is less perceptible, and the 
materials quite coarse, down to a low latitude. 

15. It has been mentioned, that white sands are occasionally 
found in the Orange Sand strata. Similarly, white, siliceous 
sandstone occasionally occupies the place of the ferruginous sand- 
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stone above described. This feature is, however, of comparatively 
rare occurrence, and confined to small areas, or patches. Usually, 
iHs siliceous sandstone, also, caps the liills ; it is sometimes, 
however, found below the hilltops, and overlaid by Orange Sand 
with ferruginous sandstone. Sometimes (as at Rockyford, Pontotoc 
county,) it is rather soft and even friable, exhibiting the peculiar 
stratification of the Orange Sand ; but most generally it is 
remarkable for its extreme hardness, which renders it very difficult 
io work. It vs?as a block of this character, derived from a limited 
deposit in N. W. Tippah county, which was quarried for the 
purpose of furnishing a stone for the Washington Monument ; but 
iihe stone-masons at Vicksburg, to whom it was submitted, to be 
put into shape, found it so intractable, that a block of the Vicks- 
burg limestone, from a quarry on the Yazoo River, was sub- 
stituted instead. Deposits of a similar character occur in N. 
Attala county ; at Burkettsville, and on the ridges N. and N. E. of 
the place ; also in Holmes county, between Durant and Rockport 
stations, where it is frequently exhibited in cuts on the Mississippi 
Central Railroad, usually underlaid, at no great depth, by the 
impervious gray clays of the Lignitic. 

16. Its mode of formation is well illustrated by a very smaU deposit occuring 
five miles [S. W. of Oxford, which consists of unconnected blocks, buried in 
whitish sand, and of rounded, meniliiinc forms, precisely such as are formed by 
the wet sand when water is poured upon a mass of dry sand. It appears as if 
a solution of silex had flowed over the sand in the locality mentioned, imbuing 
only portions of it, which afterwards solidified into rock. Similar shapes are 
commonly observed on the under surface, or edges, of continuous deposits. 
Other instances of silicification occurring in the Orange Sand, as well as the 
description of an apparently fossiliferous variety of this rock, will be given below. 

17. Pebble Beds. — The material next in frequency of occurrence 
to the various kinds of sand above mentioned, is pebbles or shingle, 
•either cemented into puddingstone or, more frequently, loose and 
commingled with sand or clay. The stratigraphical position of 
the main pebble stratum appears to be, most generally, below the 
Tieavy strata of Orange Sand proper ; it is not unfrequently, 
however, underlaid by similar sand deposits, and minor deposits 
especially of small pebbles, occur occasionally in the upper strata 
■of the Orange Sand formation. There are within the State, two 
distinct regions of occurrence, in which this material appears in 
force. One of these extends along the eastern edge of the 
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alluvium of the Mississippi River, occupyine, in N. Mississippi, parts 
of the counties of De Soto, Panola, Yallobusha, Carroll, Holmes, 
and Yazoo, gradually diminishing as the territory of the fossilifei-ous 
eocene is approached, and giving out almost entirely in the gieater 
portion of Warren county. Then, below Vicksburg, it extends 
inland in a S. E. direciion, and is tound in numerous cuts on the 
'New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern Railroad, down to the 
Louisiana line. It appears in greatest force W. of the dividing 
ridge, and is but thinly represented on Pearl River ; on the waters 
of the Bogue Chitto, however, it advances eastward, appears at 
Holmesville, and to a limited extent, in Marioi) ciuinty, on Pearl 
River. Westward of the dividing ridge, it is frequently met with 
until we reach the territory of the Blufi' fo)iii;ition. where it is 
generally covered by the materials of the latter ; as it is elsewhere 
by the yellow surface loan.. 

18. The other region of occurrence of the pebble bed, begins at 
the N., on the Tennessee River, in E. Tishomingo, and extends 
along the waters of Big Bear Creek, to the eastern heads 
of the Tombigbee, reaching the latter stream by way of Hurricane 
and Bull Mountain Creeks, in Itawamba county. It then extends 
southward on the eastern side of the Tombigbee, and is continued 
into Alabama, meeting the great pebble beds of the Warrior, 
which bear the city of Tuscaloosa. It appears that the pebble 
beds, as well as the Orange Sand in great force, are found well 
developed in the northern counties of Alabama. Great masses of 
pebbles are being moved southward, from these beds, by the 
Warrior and Tombigbee Rivers, whose navigation they tend to 
obstruct ; the materials of the more ancient beds, however, as well 
as of those now being formed by the rivers, become finer as we 
advance southward, and ultimately mingle, imperceptibly, with the 
sands of the Coast. (Tuomey.) 

Whether or not the two great belts of pebble deposits are connected with one 
another, somewhere in W. Tennessee, I have not learned; but from the 
direction of their respective outlines, where they leave Mississippi, such a 
junction seems highly probable. Between the two belts mentioned, pebbles are 
either absent from the Orange Sand formation, or appear only casually, and of 
inferior size — as small gravel. Some of the latter, however, as well as, 
occasionally, a few larger pebbles, properly belong to the yellow surfiice loam, and 
usually differ, lithologically, from those of the Orange Sand. 

19. As for the material of the pebbles themselves, it is almost exclusively 
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siliceous ; hard aluminous sandstone, or siliceous claystone, is occasionally found, 
but by far the prevalent material is the several kinds of amorphous quartz — Chert, 
Hornstone, and Jasper, with numerous varieties of the rarer rocks of the same 
class — Agate, Chalcedony, Cornelian, Sardonyx, Lydian Stone, etc., of which 
very beautiful specimens have been obtained in the State. Gray and yellowish 
Siliceous Sandstone is very common ; and pebbles of Eock Crystal, as well as of 
white, crystalline quartz rock or Quartzite, are common in some locaUties, and 
occasionally found throughout the pebble deposit. Porphyry, and trappean 
rocks, are of rare occurrence, though not entirely absent. There is a marked 
difference of character, however, between the pebbles of the eastern, and of the 
western pebble region. In the former (at least in the valley of the upper Tom- 
bigbee,) Chert and Hornstene, with siliceous and aluminous sandstone, and some 
quartzite, are almost exclusively present ; while in the western belt, along the 
Mississippi, a great variety of rocks, as above mentioned, is generally found. In 
both regions, however, fossils of the ancient, palseozoic formations are of frequent 
occurrence in the pebbles themselves. (See below If 29 & ff.) 

20. The size and form of these pebbles, as may be supposed, are extremely 
variable, from small gravel to the coarsest shingle, and from the perfect egg 

' shape, ellipsoid and dise, to irregular fragments with rounded angles only. The 
quartzite, rock crystal, lydite, jasper and trappean pebbles are almost always 
much worn and of regular shapes, and usually small, while those of the fossili- 
ferous chert, hornstone and sandstone are often large, very irregular, and 
comparatively little worm. I have found a Gyailwphylluni forming a pebble 
by itself, in which projecting radii were still extant, though somewhat rounded ; 
and on the blocks of crinoidal columns, the characteristic figures may sometimes 
be seen almost unharmed. 

21. The average size of the pebbles might be stated as being between that of 
a pigeons and a large hens, or turkeys egg. But the maximum size found is very 
considerable, and somewhat puzzling to account for, on the supposition of 
transportation by water alone. Besides, angular blocks of considerable 
size, have been known to occur, one of which, a white, perfectly rough block of 

^ quartzite weighing about 150 pounds, (found in N. Lafayette county, in a hickory 
valley on S. 24, T. 7, E. 3, W., by A. H. Pegues, Esq.,) is now in the collection 
at Oxford. Eounded blocks of ferruginous quartz, a hundred pounds and more 
in weight, have been found on the bluffs bordering on the lower Yazoo, (Harper.) 
I myself have found, in Tippah county, T. 5, E. i, E., (where pebbles are not 
otherwise prevalent,) perfectly rounded pebbles of white quartzite, weighing up 
to twelve pounds, at least ; and similar pebbles, even of larger size, are said to be 
common in that region. 

In Claiborne county, at Rocky Springs, I found a rounded block of yellowish 
siliceous sandstone of great hardness, weighing 64 pounds, and containing two 
links of acalamite ; the rock differs decidedly from any sandstone known to me 
in Mississippi. Scratches have not, however, in any instance been found on 
their surface. 
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22. Usually, the pebbles occur in loose beds, commingled with 
sand, clay, or clayey sand : and in its western belt, along the 
Mississippi River, it is only very locally that they are at times 
found cemented, to a certain extent, by a ferruginous sandy cement, 
where an impervious vein traverses the stratum. In eastern 
Tishomingo county, ho^vever, they are very commonly cemented 
into a pretty firm conglomerate or puddingstone, by a cement of 
brown hematite, with very little sand. This conglomerate forms 
some high hills and ridges, and precipitous cliffs, on the territory 
of the Carboniferous formation in the county mentioned ; and it is 
occasionally seen, through eastern Itawamba, and Monroe counties, 
as far south as Buttahatchie Creek. A more detailed account of 
the peculiar features of the Orange Sand formation in eastern 
Tishomingo, will be given below. (IF 30 & ff.) 

23. A singular rock belonging to this formation, and much resembling a true 
puddingstone, is found in a few localities in W. Tippah and E. Lafayette 
counties, on the territory of the Lignitic Tertiary, (e. cj. S. 1, T. 5, E. 2, E. 
Tippah county ; S. 83, T. 9, E. 1, W., Lafayette county.) It consists of a 
ferruginous and somewhat sandy cement, in which are imbedded numerous 
rounded concretions of a pisolithic structure, formed of concentric layers of a 
siliceous material, more or less ferruginous, and in some almost white ; the 
largest being about ^^ inch in diameter. 

24. Clay Deposits. — Clay has been repeatedly mentioned as 
occurring within the Orange Sand formation ; and although this 
material does not usually form heavy deposits, and cannot therefore 
vie with the others mentioned as to quantity, the great frequency of 
its occurrence, as well as its practical usefulness in numerous 
cases, renders it second in importance to none. The clay deposits 
of the Orange Sand are most common in (though by no means 
confined to) its lower stages ; they rarely extend over large areas^ 
save that at times, their layers, often incontinuous, intervening- 
between adjacent strata of sand, may be traced, under favorable 
circumstances, with little change of either quality or quantity, for 
a mile or two. As a general thing, the larger masses of clays 
appear in basin-shaped, lenticular, or nodular masses, when occur- 
ring independently of other formations ; the only notable exception 
to this rule, known to me, are the white and red clays of the 
carboniferous territory, in Tishomingo, which form strata extend- 
ing over considerable areas, and of unusual thickness. 
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25. Yery commonly, however, clay deposits occm- near to the 
contacts of the Orange Sand with underlying clayey formations ; 
and then the shape of the mass conforms, more or less, to the 
surface of the latter : though stratified horizontally. In these 
cases, the Orange Sand clay is oftentimes but little different from 
that of the more ancient formation from which it has obviously 
been derived, thoagh redeposited in evident stratigraphical and 
lithological connection with the Orange Sand. 

26. The general character of the clays properly belonging to 
this formation, is that of meagre pipeclays of great plasticity, 
requiring but little seasoning before they are worked ; wherein 
they differ essentially from the fat, intractable clays of some of the 
underlying formations. Like all other materials of the Orange 
Sand, they are remarkably poor in lime and magnesia. As to 
their color, it is a singular fact that but few of them are strongly 
ferruginous. Grayish yellow, cream-color, white, and purple, are 
the usual tints ; the latter rarely occurs throughout large masses, 
but very frequently in layers and stripes within masses of other 
colors ; and its various shades, contrasted with the other hues 
mentioned and an occasional bright yellow, crimson, or blue stripe 
or dot, give rise to very unique and beautiful colorings. The red 
ochre tint of the red clay deposit found in Tishomingo, is rather 
unusual. A great variety of colors is sometimes met with in the 
small nodular masses which frequently occur in the southern part 
of the State, mostly associated with gravel deposits, and themselves 
apparently representing pebbles — since the stratification lines 
which they often exhibit, appear to be entirely independent of those 
of the Orange Sand deposits. 

The clay which composes these nodules cannot, however, be identified with 
that of any of the older formations of the State, unless indeed, we imagine them 
to have been deprived of their carbonaceous coloring matter, and their protoxide 
of iron transformed into peroxide — a kind of metamorphosis which, as will be seen, 
appears to be common, with some others, in the Orange Sand formation. It is 
indeed, but very rarely that we find in this formation, under ordinary circum 
stances, anything that allows of farther oxidation by atmospheric influences. I 
know but one instance in which a very dark colored clay, containing a large 
amount of oxidizable matter occurs within the Orange Sand proper, though at a 
great depth below the surface ; and even in this case, the oxidation has penetrated 
several inches into the mass, which is very dense. 
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27. The instance in question occurs in the deep cut on the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad, alsout 4 miles east of Pocahontas Station, in Tennessee, 
but deserves description here on account of its importance in a geological point of 

view. 

[Xo. 1.] 




s s s. Loose yellow sand. 

I 1 1. Indurate ledges (ferruginous sandstone.) 

t. Mass of black clay 

The cut in question (Diagram ISTo. 1.) is ninety feet deep, through a ridge 
dividing the Tuscumbia river from one of its eastern confluents. The main 
body of the ridge consists of yellow and orange colored sands (with occasional 
layers of pipeclay) in which, fortunately for the permanence of the excavation, 
there are several successive indurate ledges, (1 1 1,) ferruginized, which serve as 
shelves to support the caving sand. On the western half of the cut, there lies 
imbedded in the sand, and surrounded by it as far as visible, a basin shaped 
mass of black, tenacious, fetid clay, (c,) with scarcely a trace of stratification. 
At the center of the basin, about 15 feet of this mass are visible above the road- 
bed ; its total thickness, as indicated by the visible part of the outline would be 
about twenty feet, with a maximum length of 75 yards. The clay contains, 
diffused throughout the mass, minute crystals of iron pyrites and a few very 
indistinct, carbonized remains of plants, apparently grasses, and perhaps, 
willows. On the outside and upper surface of the mass, however, there is a sTiell 
as it were, of cream colored clay, one to four inches in thickness ; evidently the 
same as the rest, and passing into it by a shaded band of transition. The same 
cream color is assumed by the black clay when it is burnt, and in the present 
case it is evidently the result of oxidation from the outside. [Similar cream 
colored clays are very common elsewhere in the Orange Sand formation.] The 
stratification lines of the surrounding sands, which elsewhere exhibit the usual 
wavy appearance, show a decided inflection downwards, and the layers thin out 
as they approach the mass, so as to conform, to a considerable extent, to its 
external shape. 

Special descriptions of some of the more notable depofeits of 
clays in the Orange Sands will be found under the head of the 
Useful Materials of this formation. 
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FOSSILS OP THE ORANGE SAND FORMATION ; ITS GEOLOGICAL AGE. 

Bxteasive and minute examination, which I have bestowed on the 
various stages and facies of the Orange Sand formation of Mississippi 
have failed to satisfy me that it contains auy fossils whatsoever 
characteristic of itself. It usually contains the fossils, as well as the 
materials, more or less modified, of the underlying* formations ; and 
although silicified wood is of very common occurrence in the 
Orange Sand strata generally, the circumstance of its occurrence 
with any degree of frequency being either confined to the territory 
of the lignitic formations, or to water-worn fragments, seems to 
indicate that this fossil, also, is derived from more ancient deposits 
and owes its presence within the Orange Sand to the destruction of 
the former by denudation. It is true that the coarse sands which 
compose the main mass of the formation, are a material unfavora- 
ble to the preservation of fossils ; but the fine sands, as well as 
the impalpable clays which so frequently occur, could not but have 
preserved traces at least of the proper fossils of the Orange Sand 
period, had any such existed. The black clay deposit on the 
Memphis and Charleston Railroad, previously described, is the 
only instance in which, to my knowledge, there is strong evidence 
of fossils (leaves) being found within the Orange Sand in their 
original place. The shape of this mass renders it difiScult to believe 
it anything else than a deposit formed in loco ; but we shall see that 
even thus, it might be supposed to belong to the underlying lignitic 
tertiary, and not properly to the Orange Sand. 

29. Devonian and Silurian fossils in the Orange Sand. — Corals 
are the most commonly occurring among the pebbles of the 
western belt (IT 17) ; e. g. Lithostrothion basaltiforme, Calamopora, 
Astrce'a, Millepora, Catenipora, Chcetetes, Cyathophyllum, Petraia. 
Next to these, stems of Cyathocrinus and other Crinoidea are 
most abundant. I have also found an Atrypa, and a fragment of a 
Trilobiie. 

30. Carboniferous fossils in the Orange Sand. — The pebble beds 
on the territory of the carboniferous formation, in Tishomingo 
county, consist chieflyof chert, hornstone and sandstone, containing 
fossils identical with those of the underlying carboniferous strata 
— Cyathophyllum, Fenestella, Gorgonia, Pentremitesy Productus, 

*]S'ot always of those underlying in the same locality ; but commonly, at 
least, at no great distance. 
R— 2 
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Spirifer, Tcrebratuh— and the pebble strata themselves are fre- 
quently underlaid by a somewhat cellular breccia of angular frag- 
ments of the same materials, which intervene between the pebble 
strata and the unchanged carboniferous rocks. 

This breccia, which is usually cemented by a ferruginous material, sometimes 
contains abundance of fossils ; though the hornstone in mass is poor in these, 
and they are generally very poorly preserved ; oftentimes, indeed, it appears 
as though the stratum had only been thoroughly shattered by some cause "n-ithout 
removing the fragments much from their natural position, so that those 
belonging together have been re-cemented in loco ; the ferruginous cement, at 
the same time, has penetrated the hornstone to the depth of 1-10 to 1-8 of an 
inch, so as to imbue completely the smaller fragments. This hornstone is ex- 
ceedingly brittle, so as to fly to pieces readily whenever the surface even of a 
large block is broken by the hammer. From semi-transparent, flinty varieties, 
this rock sometimes passes through all gradations into an opaque and soft stone, 
and finally into white, pulverulent silex, which forms a stratum of about 10 
feet thickness in the neighborhood of E&stport, Tishomingo county. The soft 
mass is at times traversed by harder layers, or bands of hornston6 ; both in the 
latter and in the pulverulent mass, carboniferous ibssils are found, though 
sparingly. 

31. On S. 16, T. 2 E. 10 E., near Scruggs' Bridge, in the same county, I observed 
in a well, overlying the carboniferous limestone, ledges of this hornstone, two to 
six inches in thickness, alternating with layers of about the same thickness, 
composed of hoth pehhles and angular fragments of hornstone, imbedded in a 
pale bluish clay. 

It is diflBcult indeed, under these circumstances, to determine definitely to 
which formation the breccia and brittle hornstone strata properly belong. While 
in some respects they closely resemble the rocks of the siliceous stage of the 
Carboniferous, the intimate connection of a part of the hornstone at least, with 
the pebble strata, seems equally obvious ; and the cement of the breccia at least 
is most probably of Orange Sand age. Here, as elsewhere, the pebbles are totally 
destitute of calcareous materials, which the Orange Sand appears to have in all 
cases metamorphosed, or rather pseudomorphosed, by means of siliceous or 
ferruginous solutions ; but we find frequently in the pebbles, an oolitic structure 
which belongs to the carboniferous limestones of the region ; the material being, 
however, entirely siliceous. Might not the same solution which effected this 
pseudomorphosis, have been instrumental in forming the brittle hornstone and 
breccia? 

32. I ought to mention in this connection, the singular change, resembling 
decay, which purely siliceous pebbles of various kinds sometimes appear to have 
undergone in particular regions. The most striking example I have seen occurs 
in Simpson county, near Cokesville or C!okes School House, N. E. 1-4 T 10 R 17 
W. WoUs here are of great depth — 100 feet — and a few feet beneath the surfece, 
there appear beds of (generally small) pebbles mixed with yellow sand. The 
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pebble bed is of inconsiderable thickness, beneath it lie beds of yellow and pink 
sands, down to the water level. 

The pebbles thrown out of wells and gravel pits in this region contain a great 
variety of rocks in the fresh state ; among these, hornstone of various tints, agate, 
chalcedony, lydite with white veins, rock crystal, and hard standstone ; in the 
former three, impressions of palaeozoic fossils, and chalcedonized corals, are 
common ; also oolitic pebbles of the same materials. Mixed with these fresh 
pebbles there are others consisting in the main of a white or yellowish, light, 
porous, siliceous mass, whose particles appear crystalline under the microscope ; 
which adheres to the tongue, is often readily broken by hand, yet bears most 
unequivocally the several characteristics of the rocks constituting the fresh 
pebbles, (except the rock crystal). The structure of the agates, with their 
crinoidal columns, the chalcedonized corals, the oolitic pebbles are there ; so are 
the veined lydite and hornstone, with the stibstance of the vein usually unchanged ; 
so that we sometimes find vein skeletons of such pebbles, from w-hich the soft 
silica has been removed by water. Nor are the two extreme conditions alone 
found ; every degree of transition from fresh agate to the amorphous mass, may 
be traced ; some pebbles are changed outside, but fresh in the interior ; in others, 
an incipient dullness of the surface announces the commencement of the process. 
Whatsoever may be the nature of the latter, it is evident that one of its results 
must have been the formation of a siliceous solution, which percolated down- 
wards. It appears therefore that in these pebbles, we see the product of the 
beginning of the process of which the silicified wood marks the end. 

I have not ascertained what is the particular stratigraphical relation of these 
decayed pebbles to those in a fresh condition. The only peculiarity of the 
country which might have some bearing on these phenomana, is the great pervi- 
ousness of the soil, in consequence of which, most of the hollows are without 
a'water channel, and semi-cyhndric in shape. — I have observed similar pebbles in 
other localities, though not often with equal frequency. 

33. Cietaceous Fossils in tJie Orange Sand.— -I have found well 
defined cretaceous fossils in three distinct localities ; in all of these 
they occur in ferruginous sandrock on the summits of high ridges ; 
the calcareous material of which the corresponding cretaceous 
strata consist, has been changed into a ferruginous sandstone not 
differing, apparently, from that ordinarily found, but in all cases 
of a conglomeratic character, and full of rosettes and irregular 
galls of yellow ochre and brown hematite. 

One of the localities mentioned is near Harris' Cut, on the Memphis and Charles- 
ton Eailroad, S. 3, T. 3, E. 9, E., Tishomingo county, (if 27.) Fossils are quite 
numerous, but badly preserved. Those identified are the following : 

Cucullaea capax, Con. 

Qeniillia ensiformis, Con. 

Dosinia densata, Con ? 

Cardium Tippanum, Con ! 
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CarcUmn sp., (allied to the former, and also found near Eipley.) 

Trigmia n. sp. (probably identical with a species from Chunenugga Ridge 
in the collection of the Alabama Survey). 

Lwceramus sp. 

Another locality is in the Hatchie hills, S. 20, T. 5, E. 5 E., S. E. Tippah 
county. Fossils few ; those recognized are : 

Ammonites placenta ! 

Trigo-nia thoracica .' 

A third locality is at Mr. Sidal's, S. 18, T. R. 5 E., Tippah county. Fossils 
few and indistinct ; Trigonia! and a Carditu ? were recognized. 

It will be observed by a glance at the map, that all these localities lie to the 
eastward of the present region of occurrence of the group of fossils represented 
by the above, viz ; the Eipley Group, or Upper Cretaceous. 

34. Tertiary Fossils in the Orange Sand. — As yet, T have not 
found any of the fo.3sils of the marine tertiary in the strata o( this 
formation. There lanuot. however, be any doubt that a great 
part, if not all tlie .silicitied wood so commonly found in the Orange 
Sand strata, is derived from the several li^nitic stages of the tertiary. 
Trunks of this wo.nd may be found im' edded partly in tlie lignitic 
strata, partly in the iidjaccnt Orange Sand. Tlie most common 
place of occurrence of silici'ied wood, is at the planes of contact 
of the strata of the two formations, where we find not only entire 
trunks, but also layers consisting entirely of comminuted fragments. 
Within thelignitic strata themselves, the wood is commonly /(^ni^tzed, 
except sometimes when.: these strata themselves are composed of 
■sand. That portion of it which is buried in the lignite strata, is 
generally tinged black, in part at least, with carbon* : while that 
which projects into, or is found exclusively in the Orange Sand, is 
white or gray throughout, unless the trunk be a very large one. 

35. The vegetable structure of the wood is generally very well preserved, and 
microscopic examination will, no doubt, enable us to determine the species 
(which are very numerous), and also to determine definitely whether or not the 
species found in the Orange Sand are peculiar, or identical with those of the 
underlying formation^. Meanwhile, the only botiinical evidence on the subject 
is this, that while no tree Palms have as yet been found in either the Lignitic. 
or Orange Sand strata of Xorfh Mississippi, they, as well as the remains o 
Endogens generally, are common in both the Upper Lignitic and the Orange 
Sand strata of South Jlississippi. The remains ot dicotyledonous trees, and 
especially of CiipuUfem;f arc common to both districts ; coniferous wood. 

*Cross sucti..ns "f such paitiall. hkckcjiua wood, iKissessing a round, iot l.lack nucleus, hiive been 
cUimeu as hfing "Persimmon wood. 

tJIoi't of tlie woods found arc popularly referred to Uickories. Caks and Beeches, to the wood o^ 
winch tlie in.njonty orspecimciia bciir a strong rcseinlilanfc. 
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however, I have observed with frequency chiefly in the southern division, 
both in the Orange Sand and the underlying lignitic strati. 

36. It has been stated before, that silicified wood occurs with greatest frequency 
near the planes of contact between the two formations, and is, therefore, most 
readily accessible in those districts, where the Lignitic formations form the base, 
and the Orange Sand the upper portion of the hills. I may add, that its 
frequency of occurrence in the Orange Sand is also dependent upon that of 
similar organic remains in the underlying lignitic strata. It is, therefore, most 
abundant where beds of lignite, and clays filled with lignitized trunks and leaves, 
are most common near the surface — i. e. in W. Tippah, E. Marshall, Lafayette, 
Calhoun, E. Yallobusha, Choctaw,, Ocktibbeha, Winston and Neshoba counties. 
"Whether or not the same is the case in Holmes and Tazoo counties, where lignite 
beds prevail, I have not learned ; to the southward of these, however, in Hinds, 
and Claiborne, southward of the hgnite beds on the Big Black, silicified wood is 
very common. It is found more or less, however, in most districts where the 
Orange Sand prevails in force, and down even to the Sea Coast (Prof. Wailes 
collected specimens in Hancock county, and another, picked up on the beach at 
West Pascagoula, has been presented by Mrs. McEae). It is very uncommon, 
however, on the territory occupied by the cretaceous formation ; eoxept near the 
western harder, and onfte ten-ritory of the Lower Cretaceous or Eutaio Group — the 
latter being also, a lignitic formation, though containing vegetable remains with far 
less frequency than does the lignitic tertiary. The only specimen found in 
Tishomingo county, where the Orange Sand is otherwise well developed, w as 
picked up by myself, near Mr. Peden'sMill, on heads of Mackay's Creek, S. 9, T 
5, R. 10, B., where outcrops of the lignitic cretaceous are abundant. Near Fulton, 
Itawamba county, silicified wood is also found. These, however, are the only 
localities in which I have met with this fossil E. of the Tombigbee, notwith- 
standing that, in Itawamba and Monroe counties, the Orange Sand formation is. 
very largely developed, and one would look for its characteristic fossils ther e 
if anywhere. 

37. It is true that although silicified wood occurs most frequently near to 
the surface of the lignitic formations, it is, nevertheless, sometimes found at a 
considerable elevation above the latter, on the Orange Sand ridges. If we seek 
for a reconciliation of this fact with the supposition of its derivation from the 
lignitic strata, we must ask the same question with reference to the cretaceous 
fossils mentioned above, which were found on hilltops, more than a hundred 
feet above any cretaceous strata at present existing ; and that too at a con- 
siderable distance from the region of occurrence of corresponding strata, novr 
found to be composed of hard limestones and heavy clay marls. The same 
agency which was capable of performing this task of elevation and transporta- 
tion, would have found little difficulty in doing likewise with semi-hgnitize & 
wood, of a much less specific gravity. 

38. But we have more tangible proofs of the disposition of the Orange Sand 
to appropriate to itself the characteristics of other formations, in the insensib le 
transitions which we frequently find between the materials of the Orange SanS 
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and those of underlying or adjacent forma- 
tions ; which plainly prove that the current 
which first denuded the more ancient forma- 
tions and then deposited the Orange Sand, 
sometimes re-deposited the materials first 
removed, without effecting any great change 
in their lithological character, or removing 
them to any great distance from their original 
place. 

I have stated above (1125), that where the 
Orange Sand is in contact with clayey strata 
of underlying formations, clays closely resem- 
bling those of the latter are often found 
unequivocally connected, by stratification, 
with the Orange Sand deposits. This is so 
commonly true, that in North Mississippi, 
where I have most closely observed the 
formation, the occurrence of these bluish 
clays is taken as a sign of the approach to the 
surface of the " black dirt," warning the well- 
digger not to proceed any further, for fear of 
spoiling the quality of his water by contact 
with the fetid bituminous clays of the Ligni- 
tic. Similarly, in Tishomingo county, it is 
often impossible to determine within many 
feet, the line between the greenish sands of the 
lower Middle Cretaceous, and the overlying 
Orange Sand ; and in several cuts on the 
Memphis and Charleston R. B., it is clearly 
shown that cretaceous sands, unchanged save 
in their stratification, have been redeposited 
on the previously denuded surface of older 
strata ; retaining in part at least, their lime, 
and also their characteristic fossils. 

39. Diagram No. 2, representing a cut on 
Harris' contract, S. 3 T. 3 E. 9 B., will serve 
to exhibit these phenomena, which are repeat- 
ed in many other cuts in the same region. 

It will be observed that the undisturbed 
cretaceous material (a dark-colored, very 
compact sandy clay), which has evidently 
been subject to denudation, is overlaid by 
variegated sand (similar to that which, further 
W., forms the undisturbed strata of the 
Cretaceous), the stratification of which con- 
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forms, in some measure, to the surface of the denuded mass. This sand is slightly 
calcareous, and contains cretaceous- fossils, which are best preserved in the 
mass of the concretionary nodules appearing in the upper portions of the deposit 
— indurated by a cement partly ferruginous, partly calcareous. The ancient 
valley, the outline of which is marked by detrital fragments of slaty ferruginous 
sandstone, adds interest to this section. Immediately back of this cut rises 
a high Orange Sand ridge, on the summit of which cretaceous fossils are found 
in the ferruginous sand rock (ITH). In the case before us, as in numerous other 
instances seen in Tishomingo county, it becomes optional with the observer 
to which of the two adjacent formations he chooses to consider the material in 
question as belonging. 

40. It is perhaps in an analogous manner, that the anomalous basin-shaped 
mass of black clay in the Orange Sand cut near Pocahontas (1127) may meet its 
explanation. If originally existing in sands belonging to the lignitic tertiary 
(on whose territory we see similar phenomena), it might have resisted denuda- 
tion by virtue of its extreme tenacity, while the adjacent sands might have 
been partially removed, and their place filled with Orange Sand deposits. 

4 1 . Chemical effects on other formations. -We have thus far 
noticed the changes which the materials of the more ancient 
formations undergo when removed by the denuding action which 
characterizes the Orange Sand period. But the chemical changes 
effected on the upper layers of these formations, even when remain- 
ing in place, are not less conspicuous at times. The effects produced 
are referrible, in general, to one or more of three agents, viz : 
Lixiviation and Oxidation, by the joint action of carbonic acid, 
oxygen and water ; the action of siliceous solutions ; and that of 
ferruginous solutions. 

' Instances of all of these effects within the Orange Sand formation have 
already been mentioned. The effects of oxidation may sometimes be noticed at 
the planes of contact of the Orange Sand with the black Ugnitic strata, which 
have been bleached on their surface ; but more usually iMs influence has been 
accompanied or succeeded by one of the others, and most frequently, by the 
ferruginizing action which has already been cited as one of the prominent 
features, especially of the upper stages of the formation. Thus in N. Tippah 
county, and also occasionally in the more southerly portion of the northern 
Lignitic region, we find the uppermost layers of the latter formation (there 
composed chiefly of gray or black clays) transformed into red shales of consider- 
able hardness — an excellent material for the preservation of organic remains, and 
in some instances very rich in fossil leaves. One of these localities (Hurley's 
Schoolhouse, at the heads of Ocklimita Creek (flTO), has furnished the best 
collection of fossil leaves which I have as yet obtained bom. the Northern 
Lignitic formation. Other instances of the occurrence of similar shales, will be 
found mentioned under the head of the latter formation. 
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42. A much more common effect of the contact of the Orange 
Sand with the Ligniiic clays, is the appearance, on the line of 
contact, of variously shaped nodules of aluminous brown iron ore, 
of various degrees of purity not only in different localities, but 
within one and the same iioduie. These nodules are so common in 
the eastern portion of the Northern Lignitic, from Tippah and E. 
Marshall to Lauderdale county, that they become the habitual 
surface indication of that formation, and are, therefore, very 
frequently found associated with silicified wood. Their usual 
shape is that of a flattened ellipsoid, and their size ranges from 
that of a marble to a diameter of 2J, and even three feet in one 
direction; when of large size, they are ordinarily very much 
flattened as well as lengthened. Being generally imbedded in clay, 
their outside is usually quite smooth; internally, they consist of 
concentric layers of different degrees of purity, which sometimes 
inclose a core of pure brown hematite, but more commonly a maze 
of cellular cavities, often resembling a honeycomb, either empty or 
filled with yellow ochre more or less pure. In the " Hills of the 
Flatwoods Region" (see Agricultural Report) they may frequently 
be seen on the hillsides, mingled with the common ferruginous 
sandstone (from the hilltops), from which, however, they are readily 
distinguished by their peculiar structure, and the fineness of their 
material. They serve as a very convenient niark of the level at 
which the impervious clays occur, and to which, therefore, the 
wells on the ridges will ordinarily require to be' sunk. 

43. Sometimes, though on the whole but rarely, we find brown hematite 
taking the place of siles in the petrification of wood ; and Segments of wood 
thus ferruginized (of the same origin, no doubt, as the silicified wood) are 
occasionally imbedded in the ferruginous sandstone of the hilltops. The 
vegetable structure is in these cases but poorly preserved, so as to render it 
difScult, if not impossible, to identify the species. 

44. The frequent occurrence of silicified wood, under the circumstances before 
discussed, as well as the hard siliceous sandstones previously mentioned (ly 15), 
show that a liberal supply of soluble silex, has, in times past, been active in 
many portions of the formation. That the hard and flinty trunks now found 
were once in a soft or gelatinous condition, may be inferred from the fact that 
few large trunks have remained entire, or if so, are solid inside. Usually, we 
find them split up in billets, and when a round trunk occurs, a cross section 
generally shows numerous crevices running out radially from a hollow centre — 
such as would result from contraction in drying. The silicified mass itself 
exhibits all the several varieties of amorphous quartz, from semi-transparent 
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chalcedony (the usual material of silicified palm wood), through white hornstone 
to a soft fibrous mass resembling asbestos, which furnishes elegant objects for, 
the microscope with the least possible trouble — the cells being thus separated, 
though perfectly preserved. The asbestiform varieties are most frequent in S. 
Hinds county, near the Mississippi Springs ; soft grayish hornstone' is the 
common material elsewhere. 

45. Not unfrequently, cavities occurring inside of silicified trunks, are found 
studded with small, but very perfect crystals of smoky quartz. Some beautiful 
specimens of this kind, from a large trunk, and with crystals of unusual size (J^ 
to ig inch in length) found on Lime Kiln Creek, have lately been presented by 
the Rev. Mr. E. Fontaine, of Battle Springs, Hinds county. 

In this case, the external form of the trunk, as well as the outlines of its 
woody structure, are still distinctly recognizable on portions of the specimen, 
though crystalUzation has destroyed the detail. Crystals precisely similar to 
those just mentioned, but attached to a siliceous mass without any apparent 
structure, were found in S. Ocktibbeha county, a few miles S. of Whitefleld, on 
S. 21, T. 17, R. 12 E., near Mr. Dodson's place ; and the unusual character of, 
the specimens induced me to proceed to the spot for a special examination. The 
deposit is found on a low ridge, and has been traced for a mile and a half in a S. 
W. and S. direction, while (being confined to this single ridge) its width is 
inconsiderable — not more, perhaps, than twenty yards. It is a stratum 12 to 18 
inches thick (lying 2 to 3 feet below the nearly level surface), of a white siliceous 
rock, both the upper and lower surface of which is studded with crystals of 
smoky quartz, J^ to )^ inch in length. The solid portions of the rock so closely 
resemble silicified wood, that an isolated fragment would be unhesitatingly 
referred to such origin ; it forms, however, as has been said, a level stratum of 
some extent, and there is very little curvature of the layers to be traced, even 
in large blocks. In the interior of the mass, there are many irregular 
drusy cavities, lined with numerous successive bands of siliceous mass and also 
studded with radiating crystals ; some of the solid portions themselves, in fact) 
are mere conglomerates of crystals, of a bluish tint. Their form is the hexagonal 
prism, in which both sets of planes are very evenly developed, while usually 
the terminal rhombohedrons are very unequally deYeloped, so that one of them is 
often entirely suppressed. 

The sand overlying this deposit bears all the characters of the Orange Sand 
formation ; underlying it, however, there are sharp sands containing large scales of 
mica, such as are but rarely seen among the Orange Sand materials, and greatly 
resembling those accompanying the lignitic strata of the region. The nature of 
the deposit itself, however, can leave little doubt that it is nothing more than a 
bed of lignite which has undergone a process similar to that which has effected 
the silicification of the uncompressed trunks commonly occurring. Fragments 
of silicified wood are very common in the same neighborhood ; and lignite 
beds are abundant in the adjoining portions of Ocktibbeha and Winston. 

46. I ought to mention, in connection with the subject of silicification, the 
peculiar structure exhibited at times by certain cherty varieties of the hard 
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siliceous sandstone, which has been mentioned as taking the place, occasionally, 
of the ferruginous sandstone. Where thin ledges (6 to 8 inches) of this rock 
occur, the surfaces exposed to the weather sometimes show a great number of 
rounded holes, like gimlet-holes, penetrating the rock at right angles to the strati- 
fication line ; which is also the direction in which it most readily cleaves. On 
breaking such blocks we find in the interior of the mass numerous crevices, 
which I cannot describe better than as resembling those left in burnt brick, when 
straw or chafi' has been used in their manufacture. These crevices are almost 
always fined with some ferruginous matter, and whenever they reach the surface, 
the action of the atmosphere soon widens and rounds them. In some instances 
too I have met with blocks in which these crevices were singularly contorted, in 
such a manner as would result if green grass leaves were kneaded up with plastic 
clay, and then burnt out. Whether or not these crevices represent organic 
remains, it is difficult to decide ; at times it may be thought that the entire form 
of a blade of grass has been traced, but when followed up, instead of terminating, 
it may open out into a wide, irregular space, fined also with ferruginous matter, 
and from which, perhaps, similar, but utterly irregular fisures radiate in several 
directions. — It is hardly less difficult to construe them into fucoids. 



47. The characteristics of the Orange Sand formation in Mis- 
sissippi, as given above, leave little doubt as to the circumstances 
under -whicli it has been formed. The character of the surface upon 
which it rests, its own irregular stratification, and the dependence, 
to a great extent, of the nature of its materials upon that of the 
underlying formations, proves beyond question that its deposition, 
preceded and accompanied by extensive denudations, has taken 
place in flowing water, the effect of whose waves, eddies and 
countercurrents is plainly recognizable in numerous profiles. Nor 
can there be any doubt that the general direction of the current 
was from north to south, although locally changed or directed by 
the pre-existing inequalities of the surface. 

The arrangement of the pebble-beds into belts (running, ia 
Mississippi, approximately N. and S.) proves that currents of 
greater velocity, capable of transporting these coarse materials, 
existed there, coincident in the main with the channels of the great 
rivers at present existing — the Mississippi and Tombigbee ; the 
connection of the latter channel with the former, having, it appears, 
been subsequently closed by the induration into puddingstones, and 
consequent resiftance to denudation, of the pebble-beds of N. E. 
Mississippi and N. W. Alabama, thus throwing northward the 
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waters of the Hatchie, Tuscumbia, Big Bear, and other southern 
tributaries of the Tennessee River in Alabama. The Western 
Highland Rim of Tenneesee (see map accompanying the Geological 
Reconnoissance of Tennessee, by M. Safford, 1856) appears to 
have prevented the irruption of this currei?t, to any great extent, 
into the Tennessee Valley and the Central Basin of Tennessee ; 
the pebble beds as well as (in N. W. Alabama) heavy deposits of 
Orange Sand extend along the western and southern border of the 
Carboniferous region, between the Tombigbee and Warrior rivers, 
and eastwards to the Coosa ; meeting, perhaps, still further east, 
the deposits brought down on the E. side of the Alleghanies, on 
which the cities of Baltimore, Washington, Richmond and Peters- 
burg, Va., and Columbia, S. C, are situated.* 

48. While the pebbles were deposited chiefly in these channels, where the 
velocity was great, the intervening space, cut up into numerous minor channels 
by denudation, retained the smaller gravel and sand, and also, where some 
protecting ridge afforded a chance for quiet subsidence, received deposits of 
clayey materials, which naturally would be as limited as was the area of the 
" slack water" itself. It is easy to understand how under such circumstances, 
when the currents which caused the first denudations began to slacken, the 
materials of older formations might be removed and then re-deposited with 
little change, at no great distance fi-om their original place, and subsequently 
covered over with fresh masses brought from a distance. At the end of the 
period, the violent currents having subsided, the pebble deposits themselves 
were in many cases covered over by sands similar to those which, in other 
regions, compose the entire formation. Still later, the processes of oxidation, 
lixiviation, sUiciflcation and ferrugination (all of which are probably still in 
progress) commenced, and subsequently still (apparently even later than the 
deposition of the Bluff formation), great denudations again ensued, partly 
contemporaneous with, partly subsequent to, the deposition of the yellow 
surface loam — one of the latest formations, apparently, preceding our present era. 

49. However different may be the geological detail of the Orange Sand 
formation from that of the Northern Drift deposits, the evident anology of their 
lithological composition and general history would lead us to suppose the 
two formations to be genetically related. In both cases, immense volumes of 
water destitute, or nearly so, of organic life, rushed southward, bearing with 

*?ee Second Eeport on the Oeology of Alabama, by M. THomey, ed. J. W. Ifallet. A few months 
prior to the death of the lamented Tuomey, daring a visit ,at Tuscaloosa, I compared notes with him 
on the subject of this formation, the extensive and characteristic development ofwhich in Mississippi 
and N. W. Alabama, was unknown to him at the timeof writtnsrthe portion of his Report relating to 
the same. As far as comi arable, the observations, and c nclusiots arrivf d at by each of us inde- 
pendently, t Hied perfectly, except with reference to the occurrence of Mast idon bones in the 
formation, as mentioned by him (p. 147 of the lid Report). He a imitled, however, that the bones in 
question might well he refera*^le to the Bluff formation, the existence of which on the Lower Tom- 
bigbee, t'C bad but shortly before asi ertained. i is suggestion regarding the nature aud origin cf the 
watero wliich deposited the Ora ge Sand formation, (Ibid p. 146,) appear to be confirmed by aU the 
ad^tional observations subsequently made by myself. 
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them the fragments and detritus of the older formations. Both formations 
immediately underlie the Bluff or Loess formation. 

Whether or not the Orange Sand deposits contain any materials necessarily 
derived from a high northern latitude, still remains to be determined, for thus 
far, the materials for comparison are imperfect on both sides. By far the greater 
mass of the pebbles occurring in Mississippi appear to be referable to sources 
lying S. of the Ohio river, on either side of the Mississippi, while the rocks most 
common in the drift of Illinois — granite, mica-schist and metamorphic sand- 
stone, are either very rare or (like granite) entirely wanting. It will be inter- 
esting to inquire, whether or not the rocks composing the pebble-beds further 
north, in Tennessee, Kentucky, Arkansas and Missouri, are derived from local- 
ities correspondingly remote in that direction. It must be remembered, 
however, that the present outcrops of these formations may not nearly represent 
the localities of the hrohen-down strata which furnished the rocks, especially when 
the dips are slight, as is generally the case in the southern portion of the more 
immediate valley of the Mississippi. 

50. Whib therefore the materials composing the Orange Sand formation may 
be far from identical with those found in the Northern Drift, we may neverthe- 
less suppose the two formations to have been nearly or quite contemporaneous, 
and caused by the same flood of ice-water, which in its course denuded the older 
strata, carrying their materials southward from their original place. Whether 
the large angular boulders, of which a few have been found in Mississippi, can 
be supposed to owe their transportation to some erratic ice-floe of unusual 
thickness, may be an open question, at least until the region intervening 
between the characteristic Orange Sand and Northern Drift (in Missouri for 
instance) shall have received a detailed examination. 

Even at the present time, however, in severe winters, ice-floes are seen in the 
Mississippi Eiver below Vicksburg, and there seems to be no valid objection to 
the supposition that the same might have happened during the drift period, 
even if the climate should have been warmer ; since the enormous thickness of 
arctic ice-floes would readily carry them a few degrees further south than could 
be expected of the winter ice of the Mississippi River. 

51. The relations mentioned by Tuomey (Second Report on the Geology of 
Alabama, p. 140) as existing between the shore of the tertiary sea and the 
region of occurrence of the southern drift on the Atlantic slope, are not so 
clearly recognizable in Mississippi and Alabama — owing perhaps to the slight 
development of the later marine tertiary, and the proximity to the great outlets 
of the continental waters. Not only do the deposits of the latter hide, to a 
great extent, those immediately preceding the drift period, but the latter may 
have been partially removed and destroyed by the denudations accompanying 
that epoch. Elevated ridges of deposits unequivocally belonging to the Orange 
Sand formation extend to within a few miles of the Gulf Coast in several 
instances ; although more frequently, these ridges are subterranean at the present 
time, the valleys between them being filled with sands exhibiting the lines of 
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desposition usually observed in the sea beach formations ; which now from the 
surface, so that the presence of the Orange Sand ridges is often demonstrated 
onlj' by the phenomena observed in vrells. 

[No. 3.] 




Stratification of sands in the Sea- Coast Counties. 

The stratification exem plified in the section is exhibited not only in profiles 
of the sands overlying the impervious black clays on the "wet meadow" plains 
adjoining the coast, but also further inland, in the valleys ; in that of the 
Pascagoula, for instance, as high up as Buckatunna Creek, Wayne county. — 
These valleys therefore originally formed inlets or fiords, which in the gradual 
upheaval of the continent were transformed into rivers, while the gradually 
retiring surf of the beach left behind everywhere the traces of its action, in the 
pepuliar stratification of the sand. 

52. I cannot see the validity of the objection urged by Tuomey himself 
(Second Report, p. 146 and 147) against his supposition, that the accumulation 
of the southern drift in belts parallel to the shores of the tertiary sea was caused 
by the checking of the velocity of the drift currents as they entered the sea. The 
very fact of currents conveying great volumes of ice-cold fresh water, coming 
from the land, would naturally cause all living creatures to retire seaward as 
early as convenient, and since the deposits themselves were formed by those 
currents in their rear, there appears to be nothing surprising in the fact that 
they do not contain any marine fossils. In a shallow sea, whose water would be 
very perceptibly freshened by such an enormous influx, even the influence of the 
differences of specific gravity might be reduced to a very small item by the 
balancing influence of differences of temperature, acting in the opposite direc- 
tion ; thus rendering unnecessary the assumption of a temporary redepression 
of the land as suggested by Tuomey. That the gradual upheaving process was 
continued up to a late date, and that currents more slow and deliberate than 
those which deposited the drift, covered the country for some time after the 
latter period, seems to-be proved by the two superincumbent formations, the 
Bluff (327), and the Yellow Loam (332) ; since both the latter formations have 
availed themselves, in their deposition, of valleys previously excavated into the 
Orange Sand itself 



30 GEOLOGICAL KEPOET. [153, 54, 55 

USEFUL MATERIALS OP THE ORANGE SAND FORMATION. 

53. These consist of Sands, Gravel, Building Stones and Clays of 
various kinds. 

Sands. — In regard to these little need be added to what has 
been said in the general description of the formation. (See IT 10 
ff.) They almost always contain more or less clay, which usually 
is what imparts to them their various colors ; even when the color 
is white. In most cases (except those of ochreous tints, when the 
single grains are often covered with a hard crust of iron rust), 
washing will readily separate the mass into white qnartzose sand 
and clay of a corresponding color; and hence the sand washed 
out of this formation by the streams, is generally white, and thus 
far well adapted to the purposes of the mason and plasterer ; 
although, whenever the sand of other formations is accessible, it 
is commonly preferred to that of the Orange Sand formation, on 
account of the rounded shape and smoothness of the grains, which 
characterizes the latter, and is leas favorable to the cohesion of the 
mortar in which it is used. 

The sand deposits of the Orange Sand formation cannot usually 
be relied on much for continuity, their stratification, as has been 
stated, being extremely whimsical. 

54. Gravel oe Shingle. — Its regions of occurrence liave been 
suf&ciently defined for practical purposes, in a previous paragraph 
(1 178 ff.) In a State where stones are scarce, a liberal sup- 
ply of gravel for the improvement of streets and roads is likely to 
be appreciated. The deposits of the eastern border of the State 
do not as a general thing furnish gravel of equal purity with the 
beds bordering on the Mississippi, and are more frequently cemen- 
ted so as to form loose puddingstones ; which are rarely of suffi- 
cient coherence to serve for building purposes, while yet too hard 
to be broken up for gravel. 

55. Gems of some value and of great beauty may sometimes be 
picked up among the pebbles of agate, cornelian, chalcedony, sard 
and jasper, which are most abundant in the S. W. portion of the 
State; commonly, however, the laiger agates are cellular, with 
sharp incurrent and excurrent angles, so as to greatly reduce 
their available mass. They may often be recognized, among the 
mass of pebbles, by this irregularity of external form. The 
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cornelians are usually of a 'flattened shape ; while the several 
varieties of jasper show less disposition to assume any particular 
form, though oblong, rounded forms are perhaps the most common. 
Several forms of silicified corals, most frequently Astraea and 
Favosites (alias "petrified honeycomb"), which are not uncommon 
in the pebble beds, also form handsome gems when polished. — 
According to Prof. Wailes, the gravel bars in the Mississippi 
River, between Vicksburg and the Louisiana line, afford a fine 
opportunity for collecting these stones. 

Pebbles of limpid quartz or rock crystal are common in Wilkin- 
son county, and are found more or less throughout the pebble-beds 
of the Mississippi valley. They are rarely above the size of a 
pigeons egg, and usually much worn and well rounded. 

56. Building Stones. — As has been mentioned, two kinds of 
rock occur in this formation. The most common is the dark brown 
ferruginous sandstone, often called "black rock," which caps the 
ridges of the Orange Sand formation — mostly in irregular and 
fanciful shapes, from which a gutter, or a spout for a spring may 
occasionally be selected ; but sometimes also in solid ledges, ot 
sufficient thickness to be valuable for building purposes. 

This rock resists exposure to the weather very well ; only the 
slaty varieties sometimes crumble in the course of time, while on 
massy blocks, no other effect is produced than that of whitening 
the sand-grains which project over the surface. It is not susceptible 
of polish, but well adapted to rough masonry ; and stands well 
under water. It does not, however, resist fire well ; the slaty 
varieties fly to pieces when heated ; the massy rock, when heated 
slowly, can be made to stand, and in the "Pine Hills" is often used 
in fireplaces ; ultimately, however, it also scales off and pulverizes. 
It resists sufficiently well when used in chimneys, where it is not 
exposed to a high temperature ; and in Tippah, Tishomingo and 
Itawamba counties in particular, it has been extensively used for 

this purpose. 

As may be supposed from its mode of occurrence, its deposits 
are usually quite limited in extent, occupying only the high knolls 
and ridges ; so that the supplying of a single plantation with 
chimneys may often require the exploitation of several deposits. 
And as moreover, it is not at all difficult to discover these deposits, 
which form the prominent objects in the landscape "where they do 
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occur, I shall not attempt to specify many localities, but will only 
mention a fe^y which are remarkable for being capable of furnishing 
large blocks of good quality, or regions in which the rock is 
unusually abundant. 

57. On Tippah Creek, S. 7 T. 4 R. 2 E., Tippah county, near 
the crossing of the Hickory Flat and Salem road. Solid ledges 
10 to 12 feet in thickness, and of considerable extent. — On the heads 
of Hatchie, Tallahatchie and Tombigbee, in T. G R. 4 E., Tippah 
county, on and near the Ripley and Fulton roads. In the sandy 
Pine Hills bordering on the E. Hatchie generally, the ferruginous 
sandstone is very abundant. — So also, on the high ridges in S. E. 
Itawamba, especially S. of Bull Mountain. — In S. E. Marsliall and 
S. E. Lafayette counties. — A heavy solid ledge occurs, on a level 
hilltop, a few miles W. of Water Valley, Yallabusha county. — 
Another, of considerable thickness and extent, on SS 29 and 30 
T. 12 R. 2 VV., Calhoun county, near Mr. Collins' place. The 
hills on the Otuckalofa, in N. Calhoun and N. B. Yallabusha, 
generally abound in this rock, so also do the high ridges ofE. 
Carroll, N. Attala, and some portions of W. Choctaw. 

Usually the rook is hard and requires to be worked with the hammer and 
chisel ; in some instances, however, we find it suf&ciently soft to be cut into 
shape with an axe without dulling the same. Several small deposits of this 
kind exist near the heads of Potlockney and Otuckalofa Creeks ; one on S. 16 T. 
10 E. 2 W., Lafayette county. The cement here is somewhat aluminous, and 
small particles of white clay, which cause white streaks on a cut surface, are 
imbedded with the sand grains. The rock stands the weather well, and chimneys 
have been built of it. It is of a pale brown color inside, but where lichens have 
grown on the outside, it is red, sometimes to the depth of ^ of an inch. 

58. The (vhite siliceous sandstone of the Orange Sand formation 
(T15) sometimes occurs in deposits suflBciently large to render it of 
importance. The chief localities of occurrence with which I am 
acqainted, are the following : 

In Tippah county, on S. 35 |and 36, T. 4, R. IE., there is a 
considerable deposit, where large blocks can be obtained (IT 15) ; 
the rock is a very hard — a translucent chert rather than a sand- 
stone, and from its resemblance to the Arkansas whetstone, it has 
been attempted to use it for the same purpose, which it answers 
tolerably well. A similar deposit, covering a few acres, exists on 
S. 19, T. 5, R. 2 E., near Mr. Milton Smith's ; and another, quite 
small, on S. 1, T. 5, R. 1 E. Isolated blocks of it are frequently 
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seen all over W. Tippah, and the adjoining portions of Marshall, 
Lafayette and Pontotoc. Near Rocky Ford, in the latter county, 
there is a large, continuous deposit of this rock, which strews the 
hillsides in large slabs, and blocks of considerable size — sometimes 
10 feet in diameter. It is somewhat variable in its character — 
mostly hard, but workable ; sometimes quite soft. It is found, N. 
of the Tallahatchie, betweeii Catalfa and Tallaquamanola Creeks, 
for about 2 miles from the river ; and southward of the same, 
around Rocky Ford, for about ^ mile. Large quantities of fine 
building stone could be readily obtained here, by simply prying 
the blocks out of the soil. 

59. A. small deposit occurs at Mr, Powell's place, 5 miles from 
Oxford, on the Water Valley road. Good sized blocks for foun- 
dations can be obtained here. Another locality, both of white and 
"black" sandstone exists, according to L. Harper, on S. 28, T. 8, R. 
7 W., Panola county ; and according to the same, a ledge of this 
rock, 4 feet in thickness and of great hardness, occurs in a hill on 
the Yockeney River, on S. 26, T. 10, R. 8 W. In Yallabusha 
county the white sandstone occurs in considerable force, at, and near 
Mr. Pearson's place, on SS. 3 and 4, T. 25, R. 6 E. Some of the rock 
here, also, is of excessive hardness, so as to be suitable only for 
rough masonry. Near Grenada this rook is found capping a hill. 
It is also found, in limiteddeposits, at several points in N. Calhoun ; 
e. g, near Concord P. 0. ; and in considerable abundance, on S. 4, 
T, 25, R. 8 E. 

N. Holmes and N. Attala are, probably, the region where the 
deposits of this rock are most abundant ; on the ridges N. and N. 
E. of Burkettsville, they prevail more generally than the brown 
sandstone itself; here also, it is often excessively hard. Near 
Rockport, and between that place and Durant Station, the white 
cherty sandstone is frequently exhibited in the R. R. cuts ; as in 
many other places, it occurs here in disjointed, irregularly shaped 
blocks, rather than in solid strata, and imbedded in the sand of the 
Orange Sand Gi'oup. 

I do not know of any deposits of this rock, S. of Attala county. 

60. Clays. — Numerous varieties of useful clays occur in the 
Orange Sand formation ; among these the following deserve 
especial mention : 

White Pipeclay. — It , is widely distributed in the formation, but 
R— 3 
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does not oftea occur in large masses ; usually in nodules or " galls," 
from the size of a pea to that of a fist, and sometimes larger. 
These galls are most commonly found in strongly ferruginous 
" hardpan" (a semi-indurate mixture of fine sand and clay) but 
indistinctly stratified ; and thus forms striking objects on the other- \ 
wise uniform, deeply colored surface. They occur chiefly in the 
eastern portion of the State, from the Tennessee line down to 
Hancock county — thus on the Pontotoc Ridge ; on the sandy ridges 
of Noxubee and Kemper, W. of the Flatwoods ; in N. W. Wayne 
county, on the ridges bordering on the Chickasawliay (in the latter 
region, it occurs in nodules of some size imbedded in white sand ; 
the clay is very pure and is used as chalk and for whitewashing) ; 
and in Hancock county, where the Orange Sand hills border on 
the plains of the Sea-Coast. In all the localities mentioned, however, 
the quantity is too small to render the material of much practical 
importance. 

61. A large deposit of white pipeclay of great purity, however, 
occurs in Tishomingo county, chiefly on the southern portion of the 
territory of the carboniferous formation, following very nearly its 
western outline. It there forms a regular stratmm of considerable 
extent, whichinone locality at leastwas found to be more than 30 feet 
in thickness. The bed attains its best development, so far as the 
quality of the material is concerned, in the northern portion of T. 
.5 and in T. 4, R. 11 E., where it is about 30 feet undergfound in 
the uplands, though at times appearing in limited outcrops on banks 
of the streams. North-eastward and south-westward from the 
region mentioned, the bed also occurs, but changed in character — 
at least near the surface — to a white gritty hardpan, or clays of 
various colors and much less purity. It forms the lowest visible 
portion of the Orange Sand formation, and is almost invariablv 
overlaid by strata of pebbles or puddingstone, which in their turn 
are sometimes overlaid by the common orange-colored sand. 

62. The most southerly exposure of these beds, known to me, 
occurs on a small branch of McDouglas' mill creek, on SS. 4 and 
9, T. 6, R. 10 E., near Mr. Pannel's place. For more than a mile 
along this branch, there are exposures in which about 20 feet of a 
•whitish mass, varying from a fine clayey sand to a white plastic 
clay, appears overlaid by thick beds (20-40 feet) of ferruginous 
pebble conglomerate ; the latter in its turn, being overlaid by the 
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commoa ferruginous sand and brown sandstone, on the hilltops. 

Similar outcrops appear in the neighborhood of Mr. Aleck 
Peden's place, on SS. 34 and 27, T. 5, R. 10 E., N. E. of Pannel's, ■ 
Here also, a white stratum of which only a few feet are exhibited, 
is overlaid by pebble conglomerate, and this by the common Orange 
Sand. The white mass varies from pure plastic clay, to fine grained 
aluminous sandstone ; its upper layers are sometimes composed of 
a singular conglomeratic mass, consisting of small, white quartz 
pebbles imbedded in pure white pipeclay. In both localities, 
copious springs of pure water are shed by the impervious clay 
strata ; at Mr. Peden's there is a fine, bold chalybeate spring, which 
seems, however, to derive its mineral ingredients (sulphates of iron 
and magnesia, and common salt) from the adjacent carboniferous 
strata rather than from those of the Orange Sand. In either of 
the localities mentioned, materials suitable for fine pottery, or 
queensware, might be obtained. 

63. Thence northward, the stratum is not often found outcrop- 
ping, but, as has been stated, 20 to 30 feet below the surface of the 
uplands; the country being but slightly undulating. At Mr. 
Clingscale's S. 8, T. 5, R. 11 E., the clay stratum was struck at 
the depth of about 30 feet, beneath sand and pebbles ; it was dug 
into, without being passed through, for nearly 30 feet more, no 
water being obtained from below, butdripping in above from the base 
of the pervious strata. The whiteness and plasticity of the material 
seemed to increase with the depth. The best portions of what was 
dug out of the well in question, had already been removed at the 
time of my visit, having been used for various economical purposes, 
as " chalk,'' whitewash, and " Lily-white." The specimens examined 
were, therefore, rather below the average quality, and on long 
exposure to the air, their surface shows some yellowish spots. I 
found, nevertheless, that in baking at a high heat they yielded a 
biscuit of greater whiteness than their natural color when fresh ; 
and that fine splinters, exposed for ten minutes to the highest heat 
of the mouth blowpipe, retained its shape perfectly while reduced 
to a semi-transparent frit. A quantitative analysis of the clay 
from Clingscale's well gave the following result : 
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WHITE PIPECLAY FROM CLIKGSOALE'S. 

Insoluble Matter 90.877 

Lime... 0.140 

Magnesia trace 

Peroxide of Iron 0.126 

Alumina 2.214 

Water 6.930 

99.864 
This analysis (which was made solely for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the ingredients foreign to the clay proper) proves the singular 
fact that this clay, though occurring in a formation characterized 
by the large amount of iron it commonly bears, contains a 
remarkably small amount of that substance ; which, together with 
the minute proportions of lime and magnesia, explains its 
infusibility. 

On S. 7, adjoining Clingscale's, at Mr. Hutcliins' place, there is 
an outcrop of cream-colored clay, whicli also becomes whiter in 
baking, and is very refractory. 

64. At Mr. Lovress' place, S. 1 7, T. 4, R. 1 1 K., strata of white 
conglomerate, similar to that at Aleck PedenV, were struck in a 
well at 28 feet ; minor layers of beautiful white clay were encoun- 
tered above this. An outcrop of pure white clay occurs on 
Peniwinkle Creek, on S. 8, just N. of Mr. Lovress'; the soil of the 
bottom shows plainly the admixture of this material by its whitish 
tint. 

On S. 18, at New Warrenton, the white clay has also been found. 
Thence in a N. W. direction, the white materials appear in cuts 
on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, near luka, and at Mr. 
Null's, S. 22, T. 3, R. 10 E.; overlaid, in all cases, by pebbles or , 
pebble conglomerate. In the localities mentioned, however, the 
quality is inferior so far as visible (a few feet only), being rather a 
fine clayey sand than a clay, and traversed occasionally by red 
streaks. It is possible that at some depth, the quality might 
improve, as in other cases. In the railroad cuts, the white material 
was said to contain at times large lumps of dark red clay, the 
latter being even found independently, in the valley of Clear Greek, 
underlying the pebbles. 

65. In none of the localities heretofore mentioned, the geological position of 
the white strata, and their connection with the Orange Sand, could be decisively, 
established. At Mr. Aker's grist-mill, on S. 24, T. 3, P. 10 E., the following 
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section occurs, which shows the unquestionable equivalents of the white c!ay 
underlaid by materials possessing all the characteristics of the Orange Sand 
formation : 

(Section 1.) 
SECTION AT AKER'S GRIST-MILL, TISHOMINGO COUNTY. 
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There can be no doubt, therefore, that these white strata, like the pebbles, are 
only a peculiar local facies of the Orange Sand. 

66. Practical uses of these beds. — The two most important 
practical purposes which the materials occurring in the deposits just 
described, will serve, are, the manufacture of fine queensware,* and 
that of fire-proof brick. 

As for the former, the plasticity of the material leaves nothing 
to be desired ; and since the amount of siliceous matter varies 
greatly in different layers, there could be no difficulty about giving 
to the mass the precise degree of meagreness which may be found 
most advantageous, by mixing the several successive layers. 

67. The same may be said with reference to the manufacture of 
fire-brick (to which these materials are admirably adapted); which 
would probably, at the present time, be the most feasible and 
profitable manner in which the beds could be made available. The 

* Not porcelain. Kaolin or porcelain earth contains, besides the white clay, , 
a certain amount of undecomposed felspar, which imparts to it its property of 
being semi-fused at the temperature of the porcelain kiln. The same property 
might be imparted to the white clay in question, by the artificial admixture of 
ground felspar ; but it could not thus compete with the natural kaolin of 
Alabama. 
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manufacture of fire-brick difiFers from that of ordinary brick only 
in this, that it requires more care, both in working the clay and in 
moulding the brick. Beyond their fire-proof quality, it is 
demanded of fire-brick that their shape shall he perfect, their mass 
uniform, and without flaws in the interior ; also, that they shall be 
liable to the. least possible shrinkage in a high heat. 

The latter quality is imparted to them by a considerable admix- 
ture of either sand, or ground fire-brick, to the fire-proof clay, 
which itself ought to be thoroughly seasoned beforehand, and then 
well worked up with such additions of the above materials as may 
be required. In judging of the amount of sand or ground biick 
to be added, it is to be observed as a rule to add as much as may 
be consistent with the proper firmness of the burnt brick, and with 
convenient moulding. The latter process ought to be performed as 
in the manufacture of pressed brick, whenever a first class article is 
aimed at ; for it is only thus that internal and external flaws are 
entirely avoided. In some localities materials may probably be 
found which require no further admixture — the strongly siliceous 
varieties of the clay ; but whenever sand or burnt clay is added to 
the mass, care should be had that it be free from iro7i, which would 
seriously impair the fire-proof qualities of the clay. None but 
white sand ought to be used. — For the rest, they may be burnt in 
kilns, like common brick. 

Similar white clays are mentioned by Prof. Wailes as occurring 
at White Cliffs, Adams county, and near Woodville, Wilkinson 
county. Of the extent of these deposits, I am not informed. 

68. Cream colored, or yellowish, and gray pipeclays, which assume 
a faint reddish or pink tint in burning, are perhaps the most 
common in the Orange Sand formation, especially in the northern 
part of the State, where it overlies the lignitic strata. 

Most of the clays of the latter formation assume similar tints when burnt 
though as a general thing they are less refractory — in consequence, probably, 
of their containing larger amounts of liine and magnesia. The latter substances 
are copiously contained in the waters issuing from the strata of the formation, 
last mentioned, while their quantity is extremely minute in those emanating 
from the Orange Sand strata ; -which are themselves as remarkable for the 
almost entire absence of these ingredients, as for the universal prevalence of iron. 
It would seem that the processes ot oxidation and lixiviation which have 
characterized the Orange Sand, would readily account for the transformation of 
the dark colored, carbonaceous and magnesian clays of the lignitic strata, int« 
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such pipeclays as we now so commonly find in the Orange Sand ; and it may 
be frequently noticed, where clays occur in the latter formation immediately 
adjacent to similar ones belonging to the former (ir25, 28), that while their upper 
portion is of a cream color, the lower are bluish and not completely ozidizecL 
Instances of this kind may be frequently observed in S. Lafayette, on the 
Yockeney-Patapha River, in Calhoun, and N. Yallabusha. 

It is in this position, viz : on the contact between the Orange 
Sand, and the Lignitic clay formations, that the best clays for com- 
mon potter's ware are. usually found. The undisturbed clays of the 
latter formations generally require, not only the admixture of sand 
but also much more seasoning than those which have already been 
worked up, as it were, by their re-deposition within the strata of 
the Orange Sand. 

69. Good patterns clay is most frequently found, therefore, in 
the fiatwoods region and the hilly country to the westward of the 
same, i. e., in W. Tippah, E. Marshall, W. Pontotoc, E, and S. 
Lafayette, E. Yallabusha, Calhoun, W. Chickasaw, and probably 
in E. Choctaw and Winston. So far as I know, however, two 
potteries only, up to the present time, are availing themselves of 
these deposits ; one being at Holly Springs, the other (Mr. Brush's) 
in N. Tippah county, on S. IT, T. 2, R. 3 B. In both factories, 
stone-ware of excellent quality is produced.-r-A third, according to 
L. Harper, exists at Hartford, Calhoun county ; what is the nature of 
the clay used there, I am not informed. A clay very similar 
to that employed at Mr. Brush's pottery, but rather superier to it 
both in color and plasticity, occurs on S. 7, T. 25, R. 7 E., Yalla- 
busha county ; it has been used for tobacco pipes by the whites and 
Indians both, and also in some cases for white-(or rather gray-) 
washing houses. It might require the admixture of some sand. 

A deposit of cream-colored clay, sufficiently refractory for fire- 
brick, occurs about two miles N. of Oxford, Lafayette county, in 
a cut on the Mississippi Central R. R. I have for some time used 
this clay for small crucibles, which resist both a high temperature, 
and the action of fluxes, remarkably well. A similar deposi t 
occurs on the Yockeney-Patapha River, near the bridge on the 
Oxford and Water Valley road. 

On the territory of the Lower (lignitic clay) Cretaceous, also, 
good potter's clay is found in several localities, especially in S. H. 
Itawamba, where it has given rise to a pottery (B. Dorsey's) on S. 
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32, T. 10 R. 10, E. On the territories of the calcareous (Upppr and 
Middle) stages of the cretaceous, as well as of the tertiary lormation, 
clays suitable for pottery are very rare or entirely absent. The 
calcareous clay marls often greatly resemble potter's clay, but may 
Ise distinguished by their effervescence vrith vinegar. They are 
too fusible to serve any purpose of this kind in their natural condi- 
tion, and they do not appear to have entered to any great extent 
into the materials of the Orange Sand ; which, moreover, is but 
feebly developed in their region of occurrence. 

70. On the territory of the Southern Lignitic Tertiary, or Grand 
Gulf Group, strata of plastic clay also intervene with frequency 
between the Orange Sand and the undisturbed clays of the lower 
formation, while considerable deposits of pipeclay entirely vhtldn 
the Orange Sand are on the whole less common than in N. Mississippi. 
Their layers and nodules (or "pebbles") of pink and purple clay 
are of very common occurrence in Wilkinson, Amite, Franklin, 
Pike, Lawrence, Covington, Marion and Perry, and occur more or 
less over the v^hole territory of the Southern Lignitic ; but I am 
Bot acquainted with any extensive continuous deposits of this 
•haracter ; they are usually met with in wells just before water is 
struck, and when penetrated, the lignitic clays are commonly 
readied at no great distance. 

The pale pink varieties often become of a lighter tint when burnt, 
and are very refractory ; such is the case, for instance, with the 
Tariegated (pink and white) clay occurring at Mr. Wesley Gray's 
mill on Bouie Creek, near Mt. Carmel, Covington county, which 
would make good fire-brick. The darker colored varieties, how- 
ever, become red when heated, and do not resist a high tempera- 
ture. The intensity of their color is a good indication as to their 
fusibility. 

At Mr. Bell's, S. 16, T. 7, R. 11 W., Harrison county, on the 
Bayoli Bernard, there is an outcrop of white and cream colored 
pipeclay, which is highly refractory and apparently meagre enough 
to be worked into fire-brick without any lurther addition ; the 
Bayou would afford a ready means of conveying it to market. 
Any admixture of the red and yellow materials occurring at the 
same place, ought to be avoided. '*■ 

The gra) potter's clays of this southern region will be mentioned 
in connection with the southern Lignitic formation. 
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Namerous specimens of clays from localities not specially men- 
tioned here are in the collection of the Survey awaiting examina- 
tion as to their practical value, and will be reported on hereafter. 
Potter's clays are mentioned by Harper as occurring in several 
localities along the Mississippi bluff ; but no specialities concerning 
their kind and geological position are given by him. w 

71. Not unfrequently, there are found within the Orange Sand 
formation clays so highly colored as to become of more importance, 
as pigments or paints, than for any other purpose. In numerous 
localities, these colored clays have been used for painting houses or 
fences, in the same manner that the white clay of Tishomingo has 
been employed as a whitewash. 

It has been mentioned (164) that on the Memphis & Charleston 
Railroad, near luka, masses of red clay were found imbedded in 
the white mass ; and that red veins are frequently visible in 
other localities. A remarkable deposit of clay impregnated with 
peroxide of iron so strongly as to make it valuable as an ochre or 
paint, occurs further north, on S. 30, T. 2, R. 11 B., near Mr. 
Biggs' place. The stratum crops out, with a visible thickness of 
15 feet, forming the bank of a small stream : it is overlaid like the 
white pipeclay, by strata of ferruginous pebble conglomerate. The 
color of the mass is a dull red, resembling that of Burnt Siena 
earth, with somewhat more of a reddish hue ; it contains occ;g,sional 
small veins or lenticular masses of perfectly white clay, resembling 
the rest except in color. It is but indistinctly stratified, and cleaves 
into irregular, massy fragments, the cleavage-planes often being 
almost black ; it is peculiarly smooth or "greasy" to the touch, and 
when handled assumes a polished appearance. It writes readily 
on wood or paper, making a brownish red mark, and might easily 
be cut into pencils. When moistened it exhales a strong clay odor, 
and on being kneaded forms a plastic mass, which no doubt might 
be worked on the lathe after due seasoning. On being crushed it 
forms, with either oil or water, a paste so perfectly uniform and 
smooth, that the eye is unable to detect any coarse particles on a 
white surface painted with it, even when nothing more than a 
wooden pestle has been used in the process of mixing. It is there- 
fore a most eligible material for the manufacture of paint, since it 
requires so little mechanical preparation. The color, as has been 
stated, very nearly resembles that of Burnt Siena earth (a reddish 
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brown, very extensively employed), and may Vie rendered undis- 
tinguit<hab]e from the latter by a very slight admixture of lamp 
black. — Burning does not change the hue of the paint, but alters 
the dull red of the raw material to a brick n'd, which would also, 
of course, be the color of vessels made of it. The mass does not fuse 
readily, but i§' quite refi-actory ; a very high temperature deepens 
its color and finally blackens it, with the appearance of incipient 
fusion. 

72. As for the manner in which this deposit was formed, the white spots 
mentioned, between which and the red mass there is a zone of gradual transition, 
seem to prove that the whole was originally white, and was subsequently 
impregnated with a ferruginous solution. Unlike the other white day 
deposits mentioned, this material, notwithstanding its compactness, is found on 
close examination to contain numerous minute pores, which in the white portions 
are distinctly marked by the ferruginous lining of their walls, though equally 
existing, and open, in both the white and the red portions of the bed. Under 
the lens they appear distinctly angular, and the space has evidently at some time 
been occupied by crystals of the form of a square, or possibly rhombic, prism 
or plate — (probably the former ; the length of the major axis being about 0.02, 
that of the minor 0.01 of an inch}, the substance of which has in most cases 
almost entirely disappeared ; although in a few instances I have found those in 
the white portions incrusted inside with (yellow) hydrated peroxide of iron ; 
while that in the red mass is evidently anhydrous. 

Whatsoever may have been the original substance of these crystals, it is 
manifest that the red color did not spread from them as centers (as might be 
supposed had they been iron pyrites), inasmuch as the latter is entirely indepen- 
dent of them in its outlines. Their substance was evidently removed by a 
lixiviating process before the coloring solution infiltrated the clay. — In the lignitic 
formations, we find clays in which minute crystals of iron pyrites are thus 
disseminated throughout the mass, and the circumstance that all the pores in the 
white mass possess an inner coating of iron rust, seems to confirm the supposi- 
tion that their origin is to be sought in crystals of pyrites, the form of which may 
have been either that of distorted cubes, or more probably, of the rhombic 
prisms of magnetic pyrites.* 



*I may mention in connection with the metamorphis of iron pyrites, just 
quoted, another singularly complicated case, occurring at McDouglas' mill, 
Tishomingo county (ir87). In a loose bed of homstone pebbles, overlying the 
lower cretaceous clay, and itself overlaid by Orange Sand, we find some pebbles, 
studded with little druses of brown iron ore, a few of which still exhibit the forms 
of a regular octahedron. Similar pebbles, studded with (mostly tetrahedral) crys- 
tals of pyrites, occur at Turner's mill (T[83) ; and there can be little doubt that 
here, the common transformation of pyrites into brown iron ore has occurred. 
But in the interstices between the pebbles, we find loose masses, also of brown 
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I have not personally ascertained the extent of this deposit, but 
it probably extends both northward and southward from the 
locality mentioned ; and is said to crop out near Mr. McMackin's, 
6 miles S. of Bastport, 

73. About 3 miles S. W. of Westville, Simpson county ,[ near 
Mr. Wright's, there occurs a deposit of pipeclay tinged yellmio 
with hydrated peroxide of iron — a color which is rather uncommon 
elsewhere. It has been successfully used in the neighborhood as 
yellow paint ; the tint is not, however, sufficiently intense and uni- 
form to render the deposit of any more than local importance. 

Yellow ochre is of common occurrence in the Orange Sand for- 
mation throughout the State, but no case has come under my per- 
sonal observation in which its quantity and quality both would 
justify its exploitation on the large scale. A considerable deposit, 
the material of which has already been put to use in times past, 
exists, according to Prof. Wailes, at Wliite Cliffs, Adams county. 
Usually, it occurs in small veins or lenticular masses, and very 
commonly fills the cavities of the concretionary nodules so fre- 
quently lound. I have often heard of "beds" of yellow ochre, in 
different portions of the State, but have thus far either found them 
to consist of yellow sand, or, that the existence of a small vein or 
nodule had been taken as an earnest of a larger deposit close at 
hand. It is quite likely, however, that such beds may still be 
found, as the formation is certainly rich enough in the ingredients 
required. 

Red ochre, also, is found very extensively, but usually in small 
quantities. Like the yellow ochre, it has been locally used as a 
paint in numerous places, and its tints are sometin es extremely 
beautiful, such as crimson, scarlet and purple. With the exception, 
however, of the ochreous clay deposit in Tishomingo, above 
described, I have not thus far found any deposit of coloring matter 
of this kind, of more than local importance. 

74'-. Iron ore. — Aluminous brown iron ore, and brown hematite, 
as has been mentioned (113), are very extensively diffused through- 
out the Orange Sand formation, more especially in the northern 



iron ore, but their surface studded with brilliant crystalline surfaces of the form 
and aggregation, of Iron Spar, or carbonate of iron. The process which has 
taken place here, seems to offer some analogy to that just noticed in connectio» 
with the red clay (ir71). 
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portion of the State. But although in case of need, if cut off 
from other States, Mississippi might manufacture her own iron, the 
desultory mode of occurrence, and uncertain continuity of the 
deposits, thus far found, of the purer kinds of ore, would not justify 
their exploitation, so long as advantages so greatly superior are 
offered in adjoining States, where inexhaustible beds of iron ore 
and coal often occur in one and the same mine. 

The purest ore I have seen from this formation (a fibrous hema- 
tite) is found in Mr. Null's neighborhood, N. of luka, Tishomingo 
county. It occurs there in sheets and layers ^ to 2 inches thick, 
imbedded in yellow sand, and has been commonly mistaken for 
copper ore. Average specimens yielded 55 per cent, of iron. 

74^. Materials for glass. — White sand has been mentioned as of 
frequent occurrence in the Orange Sand formation. It is rarely, 
however, free from clayey particles, and altho' applicable to the 
purpose, such sand would not, as a general thing, be eligible for 
making white glass, unless previously freed from them by wash- 
ing; as is often done naturally by the streams traversing the sandy 
regions, and more especially, by Pearl River and its tributaries, 
whose drifts of white sand often vie in purity with those of St. 
Genevieve in Missouri, whence the Pittsburg glass works receive a 
large part of their supply. 

75. Waters op the Orange Sand Formation. — It has been 
stated already that the waters percolating through the Orange 
Sand formation, at the present time, are remarkable for the small 
amount of the salts of lime and magnesia which they contain, and 
may therefore be uniformly characterized as freestone waters. 
Silica, and iron in the shape of proto-carbonate, are the ingredients 
which at times appear in quantities sufficiently large to render the 
water mineral. The former is rarely altogether absent : the latter 
is sometimes contained in large quantities, but is very- inconstant; 
in wet seasons it often is more abundant than in dry ones, and at 
times, chalybeate waters may be ' seen oozing out of every little 
rill. Then again, springs which originally were chalybeate, cease 
to be so after the land on which they are situated is cleared ; and 
others lose their mineral properties so soon as they are cleared of 
leaves and other decaying vegetable matter. In fine, they are 
obviously dependant to a great extent, for their mineral properties, 
on the accidental condition of the surface, and therefore unrelia- 
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blc. It must be recollected, however, that although a spring may 
run out of the Orange Sand materials, it may have its origin in 
different strata ; such, in fact, is the case with most of the mineral 
springs of the State, and not unfrequently the freestone water of 
the Orailge Sand is rendered mineral by merely running over the 
surface of another stratum. 

76. While, however, the quality of the water obtained from the 
Orange Sand, whether in wells or springs, is generally excellent, 
its quantity and availability leave much to be desired. This is 
owing to the perviousness of the greater portion of the mass of 
the formation, and the want of continuity, or irregularity of the 
impervious strata which it does contain. Where the Orange Sand 
prevails in force, wells often require to be sunk to great depths, 
and very frequently through the entire thickness of the formation, 
to where it rests on older and less pervious strata, which shed ihe 
water. Yet sometimes, in the middle of such a district, a few 
wells in a particular locality may yield water at a moderate depth, 
by striking, accidentally, some lenticular mass of clay of inconsid- 
erable extent, and no less perhaps, of inconsiderable thickness ; so 
that after a while an incautious cleaning out, the falling of a 
a bucket, or a slight shock of an earthquake, would break 
through it and allow the water to sink. A further deepening may 
reach another impervious ledge, which itself may give way in time ; 
and thus wells are frequently kept deepening until either the un- 
derlying impervious formation is reached, or the depth becomes 
inconvenient, as has been the case at the University of Mississippi. 
At Oxford, close by, water is reached at moderate depths ; and in 
searching for the cause, we shall find outcropping in the ravines 
adown the hillsides, several successive ledges of cream colored 
pipeclay, which we look for in vain in the R. R. cut, midway be- 
tween the town and the University. In the Orange Sand, there- 
fore, wells of 80 to 100 feet and more, are of common occur- 
rence. 

77. It is thus that in the more elevated ridge lands of S. Simp- 
son, and S. Smith counties, for instance, the regular, rounded hol- 
lows and valleys are often without even a channel for flowing 
water ; some bunches of leaves floated up against trees or bushes, 
give the only evidence that at times, in heavy rains, all the water 
is not absorbed by the sand. Yet even the next day after a rain 
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the thirsty traveller may follow these hollows downward for miles, 
without seeing even a puddle, or a drop of water, until at last, 
when the level of the water-shedding stratum is reached, not 
single springs, but entire creeks ol beautifully clear water are 
found flowing out at the foot of the hills. 

In the agricultural portion of the present Eeport, the condition of the several 
districts with reference to waters and wells will be more specially mentioned; 
and in connection with these, also, those regions in which the Orange Sand is so 
strongly developed as to conceal entirely the other formations, will be more 
particularly noticed. 



THE UARBONIFEROUS FORMATION. 



78. The territory on which this formation appears, in Mississippi, 
is so small (as will be perceived by a glance at the map) that its 
geological relations can hardly be satisfactorily studied within the 
limits of the State ; its outcrops are comparatively few, and of 
small extent, in consequence of its being thickly overlaid, in most 
places, by masses of pebbles, and other materials of the Orange 
Sand formation (IT 18). It is the more difficult to ascertain the order 
of superposition of the several strata, because in different localities, 
they appear partly horizontal, partly at various inclinations to the 
horizon, in opposite directions. Thus in its extreme southern 
portion (at Grisholm's Factory or Bay Spring) the heavy ledges of 
siliceous sandstone show a slight southward dip ; at the Cypress 
Pond, on SS. 25 and 17, T. '5, R. 11 E., the dip of the sandstone, 
overlaid by limestone, is decidedly to the northward ; and again, 
at Eastport, we find a black calcareous slate, like that which, in 
Alabama and Tennessee, is at the base of the Carboniferous system, 
at the high points of the surface, without any appreciable dip, and 
overlaid by cherty strata which elsewhere seem to be overlaid by 
limestone, and are, probably, equivalent to the siliceous sandstone 
of Bay Spring. It would seem, therefore, as if some of the folds 
of the strata, caused by the upheavals in Tennessee and Alabama, 
extended, at this point, into Mississippi. 

79. The fossils thus far collected, according to a general exam- 
ination, kindly given them by Prof W. D. Moore, of the University, 
distinctly , place the greater portion of the outcrops within the 
limits of the Warsaw and Keokuk Limestones of the Iowa Report, 
as will be seen from those mentioned below ; but thus far, 
observations are insufficient to allow of separating those belonging 
to each of these groups. There are probably, also, a number of 
undescribed species ; and it seems likely that lower, and perhaps 
even higher groups of the subcarboniferous series may hereafter 
be found to be represented. 
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80. The chief materials of the formation have already been 
mentioned as consisting of limestone (of different degrees of purity), 
chert or hornstone, and siliceous sandstone. The several degrees 
of transition of these rocks into one another are also represented, 
besides which, we find underlying the sandstone in several localities, 
a black clay shale charged with iron pyrites— the representative, 
perhaps, of the hydraulic slate of Eastport. 

811 Localities of the Carboniferous Formation. — At Red Sulphur Springs, in 
T. 1, E. 10 E. (in Tennessee), a spring of strong sulphur water comes up from 
beneath a ledge of gray, non-fossiliferous, slaty hydraulic limestone of a 
perfectly uniform, dense, texture; which characterizes the northern portion of the 
formation. It is here as elsewhere overlaid by a stratified hornstone formation, 
whose lower portion is very hard and sohd, and fossiliferous {Fenestella, Pro- 
ductus) ; but further up it becomes very brittle and almost void of fossils, and is 
interstratified with layers of pebbles imbedded in clay, which have been described 
before (TTSI). Very nearly the same condition of things obtains all along Yellow 
Creek, so far as its course lies through the territory of this formation ; on the 
lower portion of its course, however (from the crossing of the Red Sulphur 
Springs and Eastport road, to its mouth), we find on the left bank, the gray 
slaty limestone overlaid by a variety of aluminous sandstones, which in their 
highest portion became merely a soft, gray, sandy shale, void of fossils. Judging 
from some apparent transitions, these sandstones (of which there are some 15 to 
20 feet) are the equivalents of the hornstone. We see, however, on the right 
bank (c. g. at BiUing's mill) the slaty limestone itself appearing at the same 
level at which, on the opposite side, we find the sandy rocks. The former here 
gives rise to bald rocky hilltops, on which Uttle else than the Prickly Pear and 
Stone-crop can find sufficient nourishment ; and similar hilltops (which are of 
some importance as furnishing an excellent hydraulic limestone) are said to occur 
with frequency in the hills bordering on the Tennessee River, in the State of 
Mississippi. At Eastport, it is seen on the slopes of the ridge towards the river ; 
in the bed of Big Bear Creek, and in that of a small creek which empties into 
the latter, close to the town. Here, as elsewhere, it is totally destitute of fossils ; 
it cleaves readily into lenticular plates, with it a rough surface, and contains not 
unfrequently, hard, flat, siliceous nodules, of a few inches diameter, in which 
we generally see a few golden yellow crystals of iron pyrites. Analyses of this 
rock, as well as of that ocouring on hilltops near Billings' Mill, will be found 
below (T[92-93). 

Impure gray hmestones, at times deserving rather the name of calcareous 
chert, crop out frequently in the bed of Yellow Creek, from its mouth upwards. 
Near Scruggs' bridge, on S. 16, T. 2, R. 10 E., there is an extensive outcrop of 
rock resembhng in every respect, that of Eastport. 

812 The siliceous deposits which overlie this rock in the neighborhood of 
Eastport, have already been, in part, described (IT 31). The large masses of 
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detritus derived from the pebble strata, which here cover the hillsides, render it 
difBcult to observe fully the series of the Carboniferous. The lowest stratum 
which I have observed overlying the calcareous slate, is the singular deposit of 
pulverulent silex (ir30) traversed by bands of hornstone in all stages of decay. 

This deposit, in which I have seen but a few fragments of carboniferous fossils 
(columns of Pentremites) has been struck in a well at Bastport, and crops out 
in a valley one mile S. of Eastport. [The occurrence of bluffs of this material, 
under circumstances similar to those under which it is found in Mississippi, near 
Gravelly Spring P. 0., Lauderdale county, Alabama (nearly due E. of 
Eastport), is mentioned by Prof Tuomey (Second Eeport on the Geology of 
Alabama, p. 9)]. The hills enclosing this valley are high and steep ; their upper 
portion is formed by ferruginous pebble conglomerate or puddingstone, in which 
fragments of geodes of crystallized quartz are sometimes found ; the lower by the 
ferruginous hornstone breccia described before (1130). Underlying it, with 
a visible thickness of about 8 — 10 feet, appears the white silica deposit. The 
greater portion of it is pulverulent, and feels gritty (like starch) between the 
fingers ; it is traversed, however (not always horizontally), by layers of hornstone 
2 — 6 inches in thickness, which are not solid, but appear as though shattered 
into fragments ; were the ferruginous cement present, it would form a breccia 
like that which overlies. In these layers, all grades of transition irom solid 
hornstone into pulverulent, starchy silica, may be traced with ease. 

It seems difficult to account for the condition of these hornstone layers, except 
by the contraction, in drying, of a gelatinous mass. The adjoining fragments 
usually fit each other, though not always exactly, and the same is the case in the 
overlying breccia, which seems to represent the solid hornstone ledges occurring 
at other points. W. of Bastport, we find this breccia apparently alternating 
with layers of hornstone, of which, also, it sometimes contains large lenticular 
masses. Near to the planes of contact of the breccia and the pebble conglome- 
rate of the Orange Sand (ir30), the ferruginous cement is usually, not brown, 
but brick red. 

On the waters of Little Bear Creek, in the southern portion of T. 3, E. 11 E., 
we find (e. g. at Mr. Common's gin-house) the hornstone breccia overlying 
directly an impure, sandy limestone, which here contains great numbers of 
ProductMs costatus Sow., and a Spirifer (allied to 8. bimesialis Hall). 

82. At the point where the M. and C. R. E. crosses Big Bear Creek, limestone 
more thickly laminated, and purer than the gray slate at Bastport, crops out 
on the banks. 

S. of the E. E., on SS. 10, 2 and 1, T. 4. E. 11 B., along the old District Eoad, we 
find outcrops where a soft calcareous shale, characterized by immense numbers 
of a Ohmetes (allied to C. sarcinulata), but containing also Terebratulce, Produc- 
tus costatus, stems of Pentremites, Stylopora Prouti, and Zaplirentis spinulifera, 
overlies a sandy limestone containing abundance of Pentremites conoideus, Hall, 
Bpirifer pseudoUneatus, Hall, Terebrafula, a very large elongated Prdductus, 
Cyathophyllum, and columns of Archimedes. This limestone stratum, which is of 
inconsiderable thickness (about 10 feet), is underlaid in several localities by saud- 
R— 4 
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stone, which above is calcareous, lower down, siliceous, and destitute of fossils 

83. On S. 22, same T. and E., at Mr. Turner's mill, there occur in the bed of. 
Big Crippled Deer Creek, outcrops of whitish chert containing abundance of 
fossUs, among which Fenestella, Gorcjonia, Gyatlwphylhim (^Zaphrentis ?), JPro- 
ducfus, Tei-ebrafidce and stems of Pentremttes are conspicuous ; it contains also 
small druses of iron pyrites, altogether tetrahedral in form, which does not vi- 
triolesce, but is undergoing transformation into brown iron ore (1172) and 
contains between 2 and 3-10,000 of silver. A short distance northward, on S. 
15, we find the hornstone, which crops out in gullies, gradually changing into 
siliceous sandstone destitute of fossils, and resembling that of Bay Spring. 

Close by, at a level somewhat higher, we find outcrops of a limestone ledge, 
and above this stiU, on the hillsides, we see angular fragments of hornstone-^ 
ftom which, although none of the latter was seen decidedly in situ, it would 
appear that the limestone is here both over- and underlaid by hornstone. 

84. No limestone seems to crop out on, or E. of the main channel of Bear 
Creek, where its course lies through TT. 5, 6 and 7, BE. 10 and 11 E., in S. 
E. Tishomingo county ; but outcrops of siliceous sandstone, of various degrees 
of hardness, and destitute of recognizable fossUs, are of common occurrence. 

In traveling through the hilly and, rocky region intervening in Alabama, between 
Eock Creek and Cedar Creek, E. of Big Bear, in TT. 4 and 5, E. 12 E., I have 
seen the limestone and sandstone alternating repeatedly, in such a manner as to 
indicate a northward dip. At one point, a stratum of limestone only 15 feet in 
thickness, is over-and underlaid by non-fossiliferous, siliceous sandstone. At 
Mann's mill, near the mouth of Cedar Creek, the S. bluff of the creek consists 
of laminated siliceous sandstone, so hard as to strike fire readily ; the layers 
being from Jo to 1}^ inches thick. A short distance above, there are several 
small caves, about 3 yards wide by 1] o high, running down obliquely into the 
sandstone ; about 15 feet below the surface they terminate in pools of clear cold 
water, which is said to rise and fall with that of the creek — although to the 
observer they appear to be rather above the level of the latter. 

85. Further above still, near "Walnut Peak P.,0. (Mr. Suddard's) there is on 
the left side of the creek a large slough, known as the "Cypress Pond," which, 
lunning around in horseshoe shape, incloses between itself and the main channel 
of the creek, the greater part of S. 17, T. 5, E. 11 B. On the tract thus inclosed 
the Orange Sand alone prevails ; but on the landward bluff, which is from 30 to 
40 feet high, there are outcrops both of limestone and sandstone. At the N. 
extremity of the semi-circle, the sandstone (which here is soft, yellowish, and 
effervesces with acids) appears at the foot of the bluff, while higher up we have 
a solid, blacker gray crystalline limestone of considerable purity, which occupies 
the upper portion of the bluff for some distance southward of the point men- 
tioned. The sandstone, however, gradually rises and takes the place of the 
limestone, until at the S. end of the bluff, as well as at Mr. Suddard's house, 
nothing but the soft, laminated, effervescent sandstone, destitute of fossils, is 
to be seen. 

86. Several branches empty into the "Pond," and among these, one, at tlie 
N. end, has excavated for itself a deep, almost square, and for some distance 
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subterranean channel in the limestone, so as to appearand disappear repeatedly. 
In exploring one of these channels (which is 18 — 24 inches wide by about 3 fcset 
high) for about 20 yards, I found the rock to be solid on aU sides, the roof being' 
curiously worn into cornice work, as though by the dripping of water from 
above ; but there are no stalactites. The fetid bituminous odor of the limestone 
pervades the air of these caves, as well as the water itself, which is, inconsequence, 
undrinkable, and very hard besides. 

The upper strata of the limestone are of a hght g-ray tint, crystalline, and 
abound in fossils, especially columns of Pentremites, which appear prominently 
on the weathered surfaces. Lower down, however, the rock assumes a black; 
tint, is almost destitute of fossils, and contains numerous small ooUthic grains 
of a somewhat ferruginous material. Both kinds of limestone, whose cleavage 
is here generally massy, are very fetid. An analysis of the rock of the upper- 
(purer) stratum is given below (1195). 

87. Northward of this point, also, in the same T., limestone sometimes -appears • 
on the hillsides. To the southward of it, however, I know of only one locality 
at which limestone is found viz : McDouglas' mill on the waters ofMackay's- 
Creek, S. 5, T. 6, E. 10 E. At this point we obtain, on the bluff of the mill 
creek, the following section : 

(Sec. 2.) 

SECTION ON McDOUGLAS' MILL CEEEK. 
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Gray crystalline limestone, in ledges 1 to 8 inches thick, 
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The fossils of the limestone, No. 3 (which is in places quite soft) are often 
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prominently exposed on weathered surfaces, and sometimes washed out of the 
mass altogether. The indistinct fossils of the sandstone, No. 2, stand out 
prominently on its cleavage planes. Whether or not the shale stratum (No. 1) 
is fossiliferous, I could not ascertain. 

88. The outcrop at McDouglas' mill constitutes an isolated outUer of only a 
few acres, between which and the outcrops at Pedon's, Gardner's, and Bay 
Spring, we find (see below) only the strata of the Orange Sand and Eutaw 
Group. 

Between Suddard's Ford (Walnut Peak) and Scott's mill on Big Bear Creek 
S. 12, T. 5, R. 11 E., high bluffs of siliceous sandstone frequently occur on that 
stream, forming some of the little rook scenery to be found in the State. It 
occurs usually in lodges, from a few inches to 3 feet in thickness, is less flinty 
than that at Mann's and McDougias' mill, and well suited for grindstones and 
flagstones. Outcrops of this sandstone are common, also, in the country border- 
ing on Big Bear Creek, in the S. portion of T. 5, and in T. 6, EB. 10 and 11 E. 
Near Mr. Gardner's, on S. 36, T. 5, E. 11 E., there is a narrow valle}'' excavated 
altogether into the sandstone, whose ledges fomi vertical walls 20-25 feet high 
on both sides, the talus at their base being strewn with huge blocks which have 
fallen from above. The ledges, whose thickness varies from % of an inch to 
3 feet and more, seem to lie horizontally ; the rock is usually hard enough to be 
suitable for grindstones and flagstones, though in some points it may be crumbled 
between the fingers. On the cleaved surface wo often see, besides the ripple 
marks, curved tracings as of Cololithes or Serpulse ; but no distinct fossils 
occur. 

89. At Mr. Alex. Peden's place, S. 34, T. 5, E. 10 E., the same sandstone ap- 
pears, overlaid here both by ferruginous pebble conglomerate, and the strata of 
the white pipeclay deposit (Trf'2 fl'-). 

At Bay Spring, we find outcropping on Mackay's Creek, for about 2 miles 
above; and j^' mile below the factory, the hard sihceous sandstone of the 
Carboniferous. At the latter place itself, heavy, solid ledges of hard sandstone 
form the banks, both of the main creek and of a tributary which empties into it 
at that point ; they show a dip of 2 to 3 deg. southward. The same indistinct 
impressions on the surface of the slabs, mentioned at Gardner's, are seen here. 

This is the most westerly outcrop of the Carboniferous formation in Mississippi. 
All along Rock Creek (of Mississippi) and its branches, E. of Bay Spring, the 
sandstone crops out— more or less variable in its hardness and the thickness of 
its layers, yet still essentially the same. At Mr. Jourdans, S. 30, T. 6, R. 11 
E., and at Mr. Smith's mill, on S. 32 — both localities on Rock Creek — the sand- 
stone is underlaid by a black clay shale precisely similar to strat. No. 1 at Mc- 
Dougias' mill (1[87, Sec. 2) ; into which, at Smith's mill, the sandstone shows a 
transition, by the appearance of clay "galls," and the gradual softening, and 
darkening of the tint, of its lower layers.— The last outcrop of the carboniferous 
sandstone on Rock Creek occurs a few miles abova its mouth ; it also crops out, 
though it does not form high bluffs, on Big Bear Creek, in TT. 6 and 7. RE. 10 
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and 11 E., and in the hilly country intervening between the two creeks — where, 
however, even deep wells frequently terminate in the gray laminated clay of the 
Eutaw group. 

USEFUL MATERIALS OF THE CAEBONIPEROUS FORMATION. 

90. These consist of Limestones, both common and hydraulic, 
Sandstones, and materials for Glass. Bituminous coal is not to 
be looked for, since the strata appearing in Mississippi cor- 
respond to those underlying the Coal Measures in Alabama and 
elsewhere ; so that by mining in them, we should recede from^ 
instead of approaching to, the level at which the coal is always 
found. According to the geological map of Alabama, the rocks of 
the Coal Measures of the Warrior coal field approach nearest to 
(within 7 or 8 miles of) the Mississippi line, in Marion county, Ala.; 
but I am not aware whether the coal itself extends so far. 

91. Hydraulic Limestone. — The dark-colored (black or gray) 
slaty rock, which occurs near Bastport, and which may be looked 
for, more or less, all over that part of the region colored black on 
the map, which lies N. of the line between TT. 2 &. 3, possesses 
strongly hydraulic properties; i. e. it does not slake after burning, 
like common limestone, but if pulverized and then wetted, will 
harden under water, like Portland or Koman Cement. This prop- 
erty is imparted to the limestone by the clayey impurities which it 
contains, and in imitation of this natural mixture, hydraulic- 
cement is now sometimes prepared, either by treating in the same- 
manner as the rock naturally occurring, an intimate mixture of 
clay and lime, artificially prepared, or by mixing with quicklime 
certain substances naturally occurring (such as the puzzolana of 
Italy) in a finely ground condition. These artificial cements, 
however, are rarely equal to those prepared from good natural 
hydraulic limestone. 

The principal localities of occurrence of this rock thus far ob- 
served, have been mentioned above (TTSl). 

92. The rock which forms the bald hilltops on the right bank of 
Yellow Creek, at Billing's mill, S. — , T. 1, K. 10 E., (and which 
may probably be found in many similar positions in the hilly coun- 
try lying between the Red Sulphur Springs and Eastport road,, 
and the Tennessee River), I have found to be of very superior 
quality ; the cement made of it sets almost as rapidly as plaster of 
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Paris, and becomes very hard. An analysis of a portion of the 
specimens showing these properties, which readily cleaves into 
thin lenticular plates, is black on the fresh fracture and gray or 
whitish on the weathered surfaces, gave the following result : 

HYDRAULIC LIMESTONE PROM BILLING'S MILL. 

Insoluble Matter 54.201 

Potash 0.473 

Lime 23.247 

Magnesia 0.788 

Peroxide of Iron 0.903 

Alumina 1.064 

Phosphoric Acid trace 

Carbonic Acid • 15.572 

Organic Matter, "Water, and Loss 3.752 

100.000 

From the aspect of the outcrop, the quality of this rock does 
not seem to vary for 18 or 20 feet at least. No rock is seen in 
the bed of Yellow Creek at the point in question ; but farther 
below, near its mouth, impure cherty limestone, in layers from one 
to several inches in thickness, appears near the water level. It is 
doubtful whether this rock would answer the purpose of hydraulic 
limestone, whose best quality always seems to be announced, in 
this region, by its splitting easily into thin plates- It is quite 
likely, however, that rock of equal quality with that on the hill- 
tops near Billing's mill, might be found at a lower level also, and 
nearer the creek. 

The rock which near Scruggs' bridge, on SS. 16 and 9, T. 2, E. 
10 E., crops out in several bluffs on Yellow Creek, with a thick- 
ness of some 30 feet, coincides/fnost closely with that occurring at 
Eastport, and no doubt possesses a similar composition, and prop- 
erties (see below). Many similar bluffs exist, no doubt, between 
Scruggs' bridge and Billing's mill. 

93. At Eastport the rock is found, as has been stated (181), in 
the bed of the creek which empties into Big Bear just S. of the 
town; in the bed of the latter stream itself; and on the slope, 
towards the Tennessee River,> of the hill on which the Female 
Academy is situated. An analysis of a specimen from the latter 
locality, little different in aspect from that at Billing's mill, gave 
the following result: 
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HYDRAULIC LIltfESTONE FROM EASTPORT. 

Insoluble Matter 35.281 

Potash 0.348 

Lime 32.603 

Magnesia 0.630 

Peroxide of Iron 1.581 

Alumina 1.914 

Carbonic Acid, Water, and Loss 27.643 

100.000 
For want of a suEBcient quantity of material, I have been una- 
ble to make reliable experiments on the comparative rapidity of 
"setting" of the cement burnt from this rock ; it seems, however, 
to solidify somewhat less rapidly than that from Billing's mill. 

94. While these analyses, as well as the experiments made, leave 
no doubt as to the adaptedness of these rocks to the manufacture 
of excellent hydraulic cements, it must be recollected, that for 
each variety of hydraulic limestone there exists a certain decree 
of burning, after receiving which, it hardens best, or most rapidly. 
If on the other hand, the burning exceeds, or falls short of, that 
particular degree, the hydraulic properties will be the more im- 
paired, the farther the burning given varies from the proper degree. 
The latter can only be determined by experiments on the large 
scale, in kilns properly constructed ; the general rule being, that 
hydraulic limestones require much less burning, than those yielding 
quicklime. On account of the inequality of temperature which 
always prevails in the common lime-kilns, where the process is in- 
terrupted in order to draw the charge, these are altogether unsuit- 
ed to the burning of hydraulic cement ; and since, moreover, the 
manufacture of the latter involves, of necessity, the establishment 
of a mill (for grinding the calcined rock), and therefore, pre-sup- 
poses the existence of a constant demand to be supplied by contin- 
uous manufacture, the "perpetual" kilns, in which the burning goes 
on without interruption, are alone adapted to this purpose. 

In view of the lively demand for hydraulic cements which exists 
in this State ; of the high tax imposed on the consumers of thia 
article by the long transportation which it has to undergo at pres- 
ent, and of the convenient accessibility of these deposits by way of 
the Tennessee Kiver, while distant only 7 or 8 miles, at their 
nearest points, from the M. & C. R. R. (to w'hich access might alao 
be had, at high stages of water, on Big Bear Creek) there is rea- 
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son to hope that they will not long remain unused. It is quite 
likely that due S. of Eastport, and on Big Bear Creek, they may 
be found to approach the R. S. much nearer than is the case on 
Yellow Creek. The limestone I have seen on Little Bear Creek, 
however, at Mr. Commons' (TTSl), as well as that cropping out on 
Big Bear Creek near the crossing of the R. R., though impure, is 
of a different character, and probably better adapted to burning 
lime for agricultural purposes, than for the manufacture of 
hydraulic cement. 

95. Limestones, for quicklime. — Most of the limestones mentioned 
above (1182 to 87) are suited to the manufacture of quicklime ; the 
localities, however, where the limestone occurs in the greatest 
abundance and purity, are at the Cypress Pond (Walnut Peak P. 
0., T85,86), and at McDouglas' mill on Mackay's Creek waters 
(T87). At the former place, as before observed, two varieties of 
limestone occur ; one, the uppermost stratum, being gray, and 
rich in fossils, the lower, black and almost without shells. Both 
rocks indiscriminately have been used in the preparation of quick- 
lime, the product being of excellent quality, and perfectly white. 
The upper stratum containing the shells is. nevertheless, the purer, 
and ought to be preferred when the lime is to be employed in 
plastering and whitewashing. An analysis of this upper, purer 
rock, yielded the following result : 

GRAY LIMESTONE PEOM THE CYPRESS POND. 

Insoluble Matter 1.680 

Lime 53.495 

Magnesia 0.817 

Peroxide of Iron and Alumina 0.580 

Carbonic Acid 42.035 

Carbonaceous Matter 1.340 

99.947 
1 cwt. of the limestone will therefore yield 56J lbs. of strong 
lime, containing not quite 3 lbs. of foreign matter. This limestone 
is, therefore, the purest found in the State, and will yield lime 
equally as good as the majority of the imported article. 

The limestone at McDouglas' mill is somewhat variable in its 
different ledges ; several of these are equally pure, if not purer, 
than that of the Cypress Pond. This is especially the case with 
those on whose fractured surfaces we see numerous smooth faces of 
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a glossy lustre, which are formed by the broken heads of a fossil, 
of about the size and shape of an acorn of the Red Oak (Pentre- 
mites) consisting of pare crystallized carbonate of lime or calca- 
reous spar. The lime burnt from these ledges would be pure 
enough for any purpose. 

There is no lack of fuel in the regions where these rocks occur ; 
and abundance of fireclay to serve for the construction of the 
inner lining of the permanant "perpetual" kilns. 

96. Building Stones, Grindstones and Flagstones. — The 
sandstone which has been mentioned as cropping out on Big Bear 
Creek, where its course lies through Mississippi, as also in the 
southern portion of the territory of the Carboniferous generally, 
is a very durable rock in almost all cases where it can be obtained 
in blocks of suitable size. It is only some of the slaty and calca- 
reous varieties, like tliose mentioned as occurring at the Cypress 
Pond (1185), which are subject to a considerable degree, to weath- 
ering. Large uniform blocks can be obtained below Scott's mill 
on Big Bear Creek, for several miles (T88) ; at Gardner's (1f88), 
at Bay Spring (1[89), and at several points on Rock Creek. 

The locality first mentioned, viz : the long bluff extending, chief- 
ly on the E. side of Big Bear Creek, for several miles below Scott's 
mill, is of interest in another point of view. The rock occurring 
here is a sharp sandstone, of the proper degree of hardness for 
grindstones, and of great uniformity throughout ; moreover, the 
ledges cleave with facility and with very straight and smooth sur- 
face, into slabs of various thicknesses, from an inch to several feet ; 
so that all the labor needed to transform them into grindstones, 
would consist in cutting them round ; while the thinner ledges 
might serve for whetstones. Bear Creek, in times of high water, 
would afford a most convenient means of shipment, but for the dis- 
agreement existing between the States of Mississippi and Alabama 
as to its navigability — Alabama having declared it a navigable 
stream, whereas in Mississippi, numerous mill-dams have been built 
across it. 

The rock near Gardner's, which is of a similar quality, but less 
uniform, might also furnish grindstones. That at Bay Spring is 
too hard for the purpose. 

Flagstones of large size, and of various thicknesses, can, of 
course, be also obtained at these localities. 
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97. Materials for Glass. — The deposit of white pulverulent 
silica, -which has been mentioned (1'30,81^), is of very superior 
quality for this purpose, and being in a fine state of division, it 
would be preferable to the sand commonly used, for rapidity of 
fusion. The largest beads which could be fused before the blow- 
pipe, of a mixture of this material with soda, were perfectly color- 
less in either flame. There are portions of it which are tinged with 
iron, but by far the larger part is of great purity, and might be 
mined with ease, like coal, by means of horizontal galleries. 

The outcrop examined by me is in a small valley opening on that 
of Big Bear Creek, about 1 mile S. of Bastport (ISl^). The 
same stratum has been struck in wells at the latter place, and ihe 
deposit is probably co-extensive, in Mississippi, with the hornstone 
breccia itself, whicli overlies it, and occupies all of T. 2, R. 11 E., 
the N. part of T. 3, and N. E. ^ of T. 2, R. 10 E.— The inhabi- 
tants designate both the white pipeclay and the silica as "chalk ;'' 
the latter may, however, be readily distinguished from the former 
by its not affording any permanent white streak on wood ; it "does 
not write." It is important to observe this difference, for the white 
pipeclay would be utterly useless in glass-making. 

Occurring, as this material does, close to the banks of the Ten- 
nessee river, easily mined, and preferable as it undoubtedly would 
be to the coarse sand so often employed in glass-making, and which 
itself is shipped to considerable distances, it would seem that the 
^exportation to the Pittsburg glasS works, at least, via Tennessee 
and Ohio rivers, could be made a profitable business. For the 
manufacture of the soluble glass, or silicate of soda, now coming 
into use so extensively, a more desirable material could scarcely be 
.procured. 

98. Waters OP THE Carboniferous Formation. — Most of those 
occurring on its territory are derived from the overlying pebble for- 
mation, and are remarkably pure — as also, of course, are those 
flowing from the siliceous sandstone. The chalybeate occurring 
at Peden's (162), is probably derived from the laminated clays of 
the Eutaw group. 

The Red Sulphur Spring in Tennessee (T. 1,R. 10 E.) is the 
only prominent example I know, of a mineral water which is cer- 
tainly derived from the rocks of this formation. It would seem 
that any spring or well reaching the black shale underlying the 
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sandstone at McDouglas' mill (187, No. 1 of Sec. 2) and Jourdan's, 
would of necessity possess mineral properties. The small amount 
of sulphates and of magnesia, which the mineral waters at luka 
contain, seem to indicate that they are derived neither from this 
stratram, nor from those of the lower cretaceous ; while the Orange 
Sand alone would not be likely to impart sulphuretted hydrogen 
to tbem. 



THE CRETACEOUS FORMATION. 



99^. The territory occupied in Mississippi by the several stages 
of the cretaceous formation may be briefly defined as coDaprising 
(with the exception of a few townships in E. Tiihomingo, occupied 
by the carboniferous rocks) all that portion of the State lying east 
of the following approximate line : Prom the point where Muddy 
Creek crosses the Tennessee line, via Ruckersville to Ripley, 
Tippah county ; thence S. W. nearly to the line between ranges 2 
and 3 E.; thence undulating nearly due S. to Houston, Chickasaw 
county ; thence S. S. E., with a slight curve towards S. W., to 
Scooba, Kemper county, and to the Alabama line. On the map 
this line is laid down more in detail, the cretaceous formation being 
represented by the several shades of green. 

99^. The general dip of the strata is between W. and S. W., at 
the rate of from 20 to 30 feet per mile. In the absence of surface 
levelings in the direction of the dip ; in consequence, also, of the 
limited extent of the outcrops in the same direction, and the 
variability of the strata themselves (both as to character and 
thickness), accurate determinations of the dip are extremely difficult. 
A number of observations in bored wells in Lowndes county, 
collected and discussed by Dr. William Spillman, of Columbus, 
Mississippi, gave the dip in that region between 25 and 30 feet S. 
W., which is also the amount currently assumed by the well, 
borers in Monroe, Chickasaw and Lowndes. In the counties of 
Pontotoc, Itawamba, Tishomingo and Tippah, however, the bored 
wells are so few, and the hilliness of the country renders estimates 
of comparative surface levels so uncertain ; the strata moreover are 
so variable, that I have been unable to obtain satisfactory data with 
reference to dip. It appears on the whole, however, to be rather 
less than that observed in the more southerly portion, and more 
nearly due W.; probably, over the whole of the cretaceous belt, at 
right angles to its W. and S. boundary line, since in Alabama, 
where the latter runs nearly due E.,), it is mentioned by Tuoiaey as 
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being due S.j in Tennessee, according to Safford's map, the outlines 
bear N. N. B. In general, therefore, the dip of the cretaceous 
strata may be briefly defined as diverging from the upheaval of the 
Cumberland Range, around whose western and southern spurs it 
forms a crescent shaped belt extending from Tennessee, through 
i[ississippi aud Alabama, to the Ocmulgee River ; its average width 
being, however, much less than that given in Hitchcocks' and Lyell's 
maps, and not often exceeding fifty miles. 

100. In the cretaceous strata of Mississippi, at least three well 
defined groups or stages may be distinguished, the middle one of 
which exhibits two distinct facies, themselves deserving, perhaps, 
the dignity of separate stages. In preference to designating these 
stages as the Upper, Middle, and Lower Cretaceous, which might 
give rise to misapprehensions in reference to their relations to the 
strata of other regions, I shall apply to them specific names, already 
recognized and understood to some extent. These groups I shall 
briefly characterize in general, before passing on to their special 
description, without, however, for the present, attempting to 
parallelize them to those of more distant regions ; to do which 
intelligently, the study I have thus far been able to bestow on them, 
is hardly adequate. 

I. Lowest. BuTAW Group.* — Bluish black, or reddish, laminated 
clays, often lignitic, alternating with, and usually overlaid by, non- 
effervescent sands, mostly, (though not always) poor in mica, and of 
a gray or yellow tint. Contains beds of lignite, very rarely other 
fossils. Those found (by Tuomey, in Alabama — none in Mississippi) 
are silicified, and the sand when indurate, shows a siliceous cement. 

II. ToMBiGBBB Sand Group. — Sharp, strongly micaceous sands, 
of greenish hue, laminated when indurate, and cemented by 
carbonate of lime. Very unequally developed in different localities, 
and apparently subordinate to the Rotten Limestone, into which it 
shows many lithological transitions, and many of whose fossils it 
shares. It is remarkable for the large number of species and 
individuals of Inoceramus which it contains, and also for the 
occurence in it of the gigantic Ammonites Mississippiensis, Spillm. 



*I adopt this name in view of these beds having been first examined in detail, 
and recognized as being of cretaceous age, by Tuomey, near Eutaw, Alabama, 
where they are characteristically developed. 
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III. Rotten Limestone Group— Soft, chalky, white limestones 
of great uniformity and thickness, passing into heavy calcareous, 
massy clays, or light colored clay marls. Fossils numerically 
abundant, but species few. Characteristic are : Placuna scahra; 
Janira quinquecostaia; Gryphcsa convexa, mutabilis, Pitcheri; Ostrea 

fakata; Rudistae ; Mosasaurus. — Underlies the prairies. 

IV. Eifley Group, Con. — Hard, crystalline, white limestones 
(generally somewhat sandy and often glauconitic), underlaid by 
black or blue micaceous marls, whose fossils are in an admirable 
state of preservation. Prominent among the latter are Cardium 
Tippanum and Spillmani, Cucullcea capax and Tippana, Gervillia 
ensiformis, Siliquaria biplicata, Dosinia densata, Crassatella Rip- 
leyana, Baculites Spillmani and Tippaensis, Scaphites Iris — also 
Sca/phites Conradi, Jimmonites placenta, a large Jltktka? with sharp 
revolving costae, and others. The fossils of the hard limestone 
differ in some respects from those of the marl. These strata form 
the Pontotoc Ridge in Mississippi, and Chunuenugga Ridge in S. 
B. Alabama ; according to late researches by Conrad, they also 
exist at Eufaula, Ala. 

I. THE EUTAW GROUP. 
("lower cretaceous" of txjomey.) 

101. The territory indicated on the map (by the olive green tint) 
as being occupied by this formation, offers no strikingly charactistic 
features. By far the larger portion of its surface is thickly covered 
with the strata of the Orange Sand, from which the upper, sandy 
members of this group are often distinguished with great difficulty 
— it being some times, in fact, optional with the observer, as to 
which view of their age he may choose to take (ITSS-Sg). It is 
even so, at times, with the laiAinated clays found in the region, 
which characterize the lower portion of the cretaceous deposits a? 
well as those of the Orange Sand. Usually, the fat, compact, 
bluish laminae of the cretaceous clay (popularly called " Soap- 
stone"), are sufficiently distinct in their aspect and touch from the 
more sandy, and commonly micaceous, clay deposits of the Orange 
Sand ; and in almost all cases there is one available mark of 
distinction : the ferruginous selvedges and stratification lines of the 
cretaceous clay, are yellow (hydrated peroxide) while those of the 
Orange sand are almost uniformly red (anhydrous peroxide.) These 
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days form the -water-shedding strata of the region ; they are, 
therefore, frequently struck in wells, and numerous springs running 
off from their surface, have their basins dug into them by the 
inhabitants. 

102. In Tishomingo county the cretaceous clay is most character- 
istically developed near the eastern edge of the region, and in many 
localities overlies the carboniferous rocks, on which we occasionally 
find its outliers for 8 to 10 miles eastward. The section at Mc- 
Douglas' mill (T87) shows the position of this clay with reference 
to the carboniferous formation ; near Bay Spring (Grisholm's 
Factory) and in several localities N., B. and S. of the same, it 
overlies the carboniferous sandstone. Its laminae, in these locali- 
ties, are usually separated by thin layers of sand, or, more rarely, 
of mica. The sandy ingredient increases as we advance westward 
(therefore towards higher strata) and northward from the line- 
between TT. 4 and 3 ; and near to the line of the Tombigbee Sand 
Group, we more commonly iind yellowish or gray sands with but 
here and there a lamina, streak or lenticular mass of dark colored 
clay. Diagram No. 4 is a specimen of the stratification usually 
exhibited in these cases, from an outcrop on the heads of Little 
Browns Creek, TishomingO|jCOunty. 




Stratification of the Eutaw Qrowp. 

a, greenish-yellow sand. 

i, blue and gray laminated clay. 

These yellow and gray sands, which eventually become micaceous 
and calcareous, form the transition into the fossiliferous Tombigbee 
Sand • still, sands precisely similar are found interstratified -with 
the characteristic Eutaw clays, so that the line between the two 
groups is necessarily somewhat arbitrary. 
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103. The point furthest N. at which clays distinctly bearing the char?icter of 
this group have been found, is in wells near Honey's Mill on Yellow Creek, about 
S. 18, T. 3, E. 10 B. ; further N. the Orange Sand strata either conceal the older 
formations, or the non-fossiliferous, yellowish sands are of so indefinite a char- 
acter, that I have been unable to determine their age and position. Southward 
of this locality we find (besides those mentioned) characteristic outcrops of 
laminated clay at Mr. Hubbards, S. 27, T. 3, E. 10 B. ; at Cartersville ; at 
Peden's Mill, S. 9, T. 5, E. 10 E., Lindsay's Mill, S.-l, T. 6, E. 9 E,, and Gurley's 
Bridge, S. 14, T. 6, E. 9 B., above' Grrisholm's Factory — all on Mackay's Creek; 
at Hutohins' place, S. 7, T. 5, E. 11 B. On the waters of Little Brown's Creek, 
on S. 9, T. 5, E. 9 E., and at Taylor's Mill, S. 10, T. 5, E. 9 E. Also, 1 mile 
E. of Marietta, Itawamba county. 

At other points in Tishomingo, nearer to the line of the Tombigbee Sand, 
we find bluffs of non-calcareous, yellowish sands with only occasional bands of 
dark colored clay — thus at Haygood's place, S. 8, T. 5, E. 10 B.; at Tims' place 
S. 3, T. 5, E. 9 E., and at Moore's, S. 30, T. 6, E. 9 B. A few miles further W., 
on Big Brown's Creek, we strike the calcareous Tombigbee Sand. Tet even on 
the territory enclosed on all sides by clay outcrops, deep wells sometimes strike 
nothing but sand, similar to that at Tims' place, and bluffs show the same material. 
The blue or black laminated clays are found, as has been stated, in many 
localities in the southern portion of the carboniferous territory of Mississippi 
It is very commonly struck in wells in TT. 5 and 6, EE. 10 and 11 E., at a depth 
of 20 to 30 feet. 

104. Outcrops of laminated clg,ys alternating with sand occur with irequency 
on Mackay's Creek, from Bay Spring down to its mouth, in Itawamba county. 
One of these, on a "caved" hillside, at Warren's mill, of which a section is 
given below, is of unusual interest on account of the fossil remains of trees 
which it contains, in the shape of lighitized trunks, obscure impressions of leaves, 
and lumps of fossil resin. The lignitized trunks being copiously incrusted with 
iron pyrites, induced a company of Georgians to commence mining operations on 
this spot, by driving a. gallery into the lower, lignitic stratum ; the work, 
however, was soon abandoned. 
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(Sec. 3.) 
SECTION AT WABREN'S MILL, ITAWAMBA COUNTY. 



, ; 


PEETJ CHARACTER Or STRATA. 


HO. 


* • • • 


40 


Wooded hillside — Orange Sand on top. 


7 


• #.«■-• 


4 


Yellowish sand resembling that commonly overlying the 
laminated clays ; possibly in secondary place. 


6 

5 
4 


• 


4 


Sand similar to the above, filled with compressed lignitized 
trunks, often covered with pyrites. 





% 


Lignite & nodules of brown hematite, in ferruginous matrix 


^ 


6 


Dark colored, greenish, sandy clay, with an irregular, 
twisted or nodular stratification. 


3 


• • 


K-2 


Yellowish-green sands, micaceous. 


2 


• 


6 


Thin layers of sandy, green, bluish, red or gray clay, 
interstratifled with greenish sand. Lignitized trunks 
with pyrites imbedded in the mass. 


1 


• . 



The lignite found here is very much decomposed, so as to afford little hope of 
identifying the species of the trees. Not uncommonly there are found among 
the lignite rounded masses of fossil resin of a grayish yellow tint, with bands 
more or less translucent, resembling agate. It is very brittle, and when rubbed 
emits a faint aromatic odor. The latter, as well as the aspect of the material, 
strongly reminds one of hardened sweet gum or Styrax liquida. A portion of 
a disc-shaped mass of this substance, which originally was about four inches in 
diameter by 1>^ in thickness, was presented by Mr. J. C. Eeinhart. 

The characteristic fat laminated clay does not occur in this section ; it appears, 
however, in the bed of the creek, lower down, and in bluffs on Big Brown's 
Creek, E. of Marietta. Thence southward, however, we find exhibited in 
many locahties on the Tombigbee River, down nearly to the Monroe line, strata 
of the same character as those just described, viz : consisting of alternating 
layers of sand and clay of variable thickness, from 0.1 of an inch to 2 inches, 
and more. Such are the outcrops on the Tombigbee, near Fulton, from which 
numerous mineral springs flow, and also those at Van Buren ; at the latter 
place, there intervenes between the upper sandy portion and the more clayey 
beds below a thin ledge (1 to 2 inches) of fine grained, brownish aluminous 
sandstone. 

R-5 
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106. I have not observed any outcropg in N. B. Itawamba except those men- 
tioned on Mackay's Creels — Orange Sand strata occupy the surface altogether. 
Gray or black laminated clays, however, with occasional hard ledges, and iron 
pyrites, are struck in the wells at depths varying from 30 to 60 feet all over the 
region. On Bull Mountain Creek, however, there are numerouB outcrops of the 
most characteristic kind, and on the dividing ridge between that creek and the 
Tombigbee, S. E. of Van Buren, the bluish-gray laminated clay is common both 
in outcrops and in wells. 

While in S. E. Itawamba the formation is pretty well and characteristically 
developed, B. Monroe is almost entirely covered with Orange Sand strata ot 
great thickness, in which the lignitic clay strata of the Eutaw Group appear only 
in rare and small patches, while wells generally terminate in clays of the 
Orange S md character. The only outcrops I am acquainted with in Monroe 
county, E. of the Tombigbee, lie between Weaver's Creek and the Little Sipsie. 
Outcrops of black, fetid, lignitic clay appear on hillsides, and even on a few 
hilltops, on S3. 23, 24, and 1.9, T. 12, R. 17 W., and are very generally struck in 
wells in the region mentioned. In one of these, dug about 1 mile W. of the 
Sipsie, in the last tier of sections of T. 12, a bed of lignite and iron pyrites was 
struck, rendering the water offensive — as is mostly the case where these clays 
coma in contact with it. 

Along the channel of the Tombigbee, hovrever, we can trace the Eutaw Group 
in occasional outcrops, into Lowndes county, and thence, through the bored 
wells, into Alabama. 

106. At Coulter's Ferry, on Old Town Creek (near its confluence with the 
Tombigbee), S. 34, T. 10, R. 7 E , Monroe county, there is a bluff about 120 
feet high (from the water level), consisting of grayish-yellow, stratified, non- 
effervescent sand, which has "caved oH " in terraces down to the waters edge. 
It in sharp, contains very little mica, but a -Areat many black particles (tourm:dine?), 
and is occasionally cemented a little, by a ferruginous cement. Not unftequent- 
ly, small lenticular masses and thin layers of gray laminated clay occur in this 
sand, which often impart to the latter a laminated structure discordant with the 
Stratification lines. On the whole of this fine exposure, however, not a trace 
of fossil remains of any kind is to be seen. 

Pa.ssing on westward fium the ferry, for a mile, to Mr. Lisby's, S. S3, we 
find the continuation of the ridge which forms the Coulter's Ferry blulF, capped 
with the Rotten Limestone of the prairies ; and in the ravines of a brancfa 
tributary to Old Town Creek, we obtain the following section : 
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(Sec 4.) 
SECTION AT LISBY'S, SHOWINa THE RELATIVE POSITION OP THE 
, ROTTEN LIMESTONE AND EUTAW GROUP. 



. 




CHAHACTEE OP STRATA. -.K 


1 1 1 


10 


Rotten Lime-^tonii hilliops, with Exogyra costata, Janira 
5-costata, RiiiDl'.t.f, etc. The lower .ledges sandy and 
micaceou !. . ; 

1 


3 


1 1 








30 
to 
40 


; 1 ' 

Coulter's Ferry sands, non-effervescent. In the lower 
portion of tlie bed, largft round concretions (3 to 4 feet in 'a 
diameter) of calcareous, non-fossiliferous sandstone.. ' 
usually very hard, sometimes soft. 

f 


—^ — — 


3 


Dark colored, bluish, laminated clay. 


1. 



The laminate! clay appsars at the same level at which, a short distance oflj 
we see only sands ; showing that on the large scale as well as on the smi^ 
these deposits may be incontinuous, lenticular masses. »■ i ■ 

These outcrops are precisely analogous to those described by Tuomey (Rrsti ' 
Report, p. 118 ff.) »s occurring at Finchs' Ferry, near Eutaw ; save in t&is^ i 
that here as elsewhere in Mississippi, these sands are non-fossiliferou«!. 

A mib above Cotton Gin Portj at the ford, we find the Coulter's Ferry sands* 
outcropping in the bed of the river. At the place itself, on the river bank, .Uici 
laminated clay crops out two feet thick, overlaid by yellowish sand. 

107. Thence down to Aberdeen, and so far as I know, from Aberdeen to 
Barton, on the Tombigbee, the Tombigbee Sand Group occupies the river blufik. 
The sands and clays of the Eutaw Group are, however, struck in the bored* 
wells at Aberdeen, and (at depths corresponding pretty accurately to a dip of 
25 feet W. per mile) in those at Pikeville and Buena Vista, Chickasaw county. 
In some of the Aberdeen wells, a bed of white pebbles 8 feet in thickness has 
been found overlying a black, fetid, lignitic mass, at the depth of 217 to 220 
feet ; pebbles are mentioned by Tuomsy as forming part of these strata in 
Alabama, also. The lenticular or wedge-shaped laminse of the clay are some- 
times exceedingly troublesome in boring, as their smoothness imparts to them 
an uncontrollible tendency to slip sideways. 

At Barton bluff, we find the following section : 
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(Sec. 5.) 
,S;S0TION OF CEETACEOUS STEATA AT BABTON, LOWNDES CO, 



'.- 


eJ 
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CHABAOTEB OF STRATA. 


,g 


'j 




15 




Calcareous sand, micaceous, with oysters, Inoceramus, 
Janira quinqueoostata, Placuna scabra, etc. 


6 


£_T- 1 
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Indurate ledge, with Inocerami. 


5 


'-' 


6 




Calcareous sand, as above. 


4 


4^ 1 1 


1 


6 


Indurate ledge, a calcareous conglomerate of sand and 
shark's teeth and jaws, partly water- worn. Also, black 
concretionary pebbles. 


3 


r.i. J 




3 




Oalcareous cand, as above. 


2 


l' .- 


4 




Oray and reddish laminated clay, interetratified with 
greenish Bind. 


1 



The prodigious number of shark's teeth and fragments of shark's jaws found 
to the lower indurate ledge (belonging to the Tombigbee Sand Group) is a 
Cej5iajiabl6 feature of this outcrop. The lowest stratum is lithologically undis- 
tinguishable from the same at Warren's mill (irl04, Sec. 3), but contains only 
obscure traces of lignitic matter. 

L am not aware that the Butaw Group is exhibited in any outcrop S. of this, 
in MississippL At Columbus, it is struck after passing through about 100 feet 
of sands more or less micaceous and calcareous ; the borings show the material 
b) consist of layers of bluish or gray, and reddish clay, interstratifled with sand. 

II. THE TOMBIGBEE SAND GROUP. 
108. The purface of the territory occupied by this group (indi- 
cated on the map by the dark green tint) is generally characterized 
by sandy hills, capped with the Orange Sand strata. We there- 
fore pprocive quite a sudden change in passing westward from it to 
tin; iprritory <f ilie Eottcn Limestone, with gently undulating 
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Surface and heavy soils ; while towards the territory of the 
iEJutaw Group little difference is noticable, beyond that in the ■wd'l 
waters. 

The prevalent and characteristic material of this Group, as has 
been stated, is a fine-grained micaceous sand, more or less calca- 
reous, usually of a greenish tint, but not unfrequently gray, bluish, 
black, yellowish and sometimes even orange red. Clays and non- 
calcareous (as also at times non-micaceous) sands are also foun^ 
although generally they are only subordinate to the characteristi* 
greenish sand, which is the exclusive material in the southerljt 
region of development, in S. Monroe, and Lowndes. In N. Tishoi 
mingo, there is a considerable variety of materials, among whicll| 
bluish black clayey sands or sandy clays, and sands variegated 
with blue and yellow (frequently non-effervescent, btit al^ay** 
strongly micaceous) are prominent. In S. Tishomingo, however] 
on the waters of Big Brown's Creek, the materials are undistin-f 
guishable from those prevailing in Lowndes county, like whicbl 
they contain indurate ledges at short intervals. 

Near to the edge of the Rotten Limestone, however, and partie 
ularly where they immediately underlie the latter, these sands arc 
mostly loose and water-bearing, and light colored. In Itawamba, 
outcrops of their strata are scarce, their presence being recogoizea 
chiefly in wells ; from Aberdeen down to several miles below 
Columbus, however, it forms the main mass of the river bluffs. 

The greenish tint is imparted to these sands not by greensand grains, as is the 
case in the marls of the Eipley Group, but is caused by a greenish incrustation 
covering thinly a portion of the quartz grains. Whether or not this incrustsk- 
tion is of a glauconitic nature, I h^Te thus far been unable to determine. 

109. Beginning at the north, in T. 1, K. 9 E., Tishomingo county, we oec»' 
aonaUy find in the (dug) wells a black, fetid, micaceous, non-efferveSCeDt'Clilyiey; 
sand, while natural outcrops scarcely occur ; the same is the case in T. 2, R. 
9 E., and the adjoining portions of T. 2, R. 8 E. — a hilly, sandy region, thinly 
settled, except along the water courses ; the surface of which is covered with 
Orange Sand strata, beneath which, at depths varying from 4 to 20 feet, tlie 
cretaceous strata are struck. It is in this region particularly that the dennd*- 
tion which the latter have experienced, previous to the deposition of the {iresefit 
surface materials, becomes very apparent, from the fact that the dark coloreJi 
sands are struck at the same average depth on iheMUteps as on the hillside- 
This condition of things is abundantly illustrated in the R. R. cuts ol the region^ 
a section of one of which, on Harris' contract, S. 3, T. 3, E.- 9 B., has \MA 
given in conneetion with the Orange Sand formation (ir39, Biagram No. 2). 
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The black, micaceous sandy clay forming the subten-anean hills, is generally 
fouad overlaid by micaceous sands variegated with blue and yellow spots, which 
are sometimes stratified inoonformably, as shown in the figure, and then pass 
imperceptibly into the overlying Orange Sand ; at others they are obviously in 
fceir original place, conformablj' stratified, with an occasional ledge of dark 
colored clay, as illustrated in the section given below, from a hillside cut on 
Bell's contract, S. 33, T. 2, E. 9 E. 

(Sec. 6.) 

SECTION AT BELL'S CONTRACT, M. & C. R. R. TISHOIIIXGO CO. 









CEAEACTER OF STRATA. 


6 

S5 


. . 


20 




Blue sand with yellow streaks, horizontally stratified 
containing large nodules composed of many ferrugin- 
ous layers, with a nucleus of gray sandstone in the 
centre ; often containing cretaceous fossils. 


4 


• - — • 




10 Black, sandy, micaceous clay. 


3 





26 




Bluish and whitish sand with yellow streaks, with several 
ledges of ferruginous sandstone. Also ferruginous 
nodules similar to the above. Stratification horizontal. 


2 






iBlack sandy micaceous clay. Bottom of cut. 


1 



Tba nodules mentioned above, and also occurring in the variegated sand of 
Kag. No. 2, are sometimes several feet in length by 12 to 18 inches diameter. The 
saad^tone nucleus, which itself i^ generally filled with loose sand, is often quite 
insignificant comparefl with the numerous rinds of ferruginous cement which 
inckieeit. The fossils it contains are poorly preserved ; fragments of a Callianassa, 
da. AvicuXa f and Qervillia were recognized among them. The black micaceous 
Bsass is poor in fossils also ; those occurring are generally pyritized nuclei, among 
&em Vtnilla Conradi, and a Siliquaria. The laborers in the cuts were sometimes 
soTOrely affected by the fetid exhalations of the "black dirt," while working in 
H. 

110. Sands similar to those overlying the black strata here, are found in wells 
*nd outcrops on Yellow Creek waters, in T. 3, R. 8 and R. 9 E. On S. 29, T. 3, 
R. 9 B., a silver mine was said to have been discovered, not many years ago, in 
tkese sands, where they form the bed of a creek. It appears that the proprietor of 
tke land, wishing to sell out, tried to enhance its value by shooting granulated 
BilreT, from coins, into the bank. The trick did not "take" well, however, and ho 
ffied the country shortly after. Frauds of a similar character have been 
flf wte dly practiced by strolling miners, in E. Tishomingo ; usually, however. 
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based upou the presence of iron pyrites. It was in the same formation, but 
mainly in the black micaceous sand, that several Georgia miners sunk a shaft 
near Mr. Odum's, S. B. of Jacinto, S. 29, T. 4, R. 9 E.; after finding a great deal 
of iron pyrites, at 60 feet they struck yellow sand (belonging, perhaps, to the 
Eutaw Group), and abandoned the "mine." 

The following section, from a cut on Polk's contract. Mobile & Ohio E. R 
(about S. 36, T. 2, E. 7 B., near the crossing of the Farmington and Danville 
road) furnishes an example of the variety of materials sometimes found in the 
strata of this group : 

(Sec. 7.) 

SECTION PROM POLK'S CONTRACT, ON MOBILE & OHIO E. E., 
TISHOMINGO COUNTY. 





H 
§ 
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CnAKAOTEE OF STRATA. 


d 




3 White, stiff calcareous clay, with Exogyra, and Gryphaea 

toj 1 

4 mutabilis. 

1 


4 






■ 


8 Orange colored sand, with tubular concretions, resembling 

to| 

12' Orange Sand. No fossils found. 


3 


v_^ 


3 Blue, clayey, micaceous sand, with Venilla, CucuUaBa; etc. 


2 




3 Bright green, fossiliferous sand. Bottom of cut. 


1 



The materials underlying No. 4, (the equivalent of the Rotten Limestone), 
are non-efFervescent. The stratification in the cut is very irregular, from the 
great variations in the thickness of the strata. Numerous beautifully preserved 
nuclei (interior casts) of bivalve shells have been found in excavating this cut, 
but very few have come into my possession. Among those seen, Venilla 
Conradi, Crassatdla, Trigonia, Cardium and Cucullaea were conspicuous. 
Sharks teeth, those of Mosasaurus, and an impression of a fish, have been 
found here, but in which stratum I was unable to ascertain. 

111. At Jacinto, highly micaceous, black clayey sand is struck in most wells 
at depths varying from 10 to 15 feet, its thickness being 7 to 8 feet ; then light 
colored sands with freestone water. In the public well, however, a ledge of 
indurate, limy sandstone was struck at 40 feet. — The same phenomena obtfun, 
with little changes, all over T. 3, EE. 8 and 9 E. ; N. E., and westward of Jacinto, 
the hilly surface is occupied by Orange Sand of greater or less thickness. 

The same dark colored micaceous material, more or less calcareous, and 
with obscure oasts, occurs on the M. & 0. R. E, on King'sJ' Creek, 8. 26. T. 4 
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R. 7 E., and in dug wells on S. 33, T. 4, R. 9 E,, on the heads of Little Brown's 
Creek. Further S., however, as well in the middle of the belt, on Big Brown's 
Creek, the character of the material changes more and more to that of the 
common greenish micaceous sand, which further S. alone characterizes the 
group. It is thus at Bojer's mill (about S. 27, T. 5, R. 7 B.), where the 
material could hardly be distinguished from that of the Columbus bluff ; and at 
Hare's mill on Big Brown's Creek, S. 10, T. 5, R. 8 E., where we obtain the 

following section : 

(Sec. 8.) 

SECTION AT HARE'S MILL, BIG BROWN'S CREEK, TISHOMINGO CO. 





H 


g 


CHABACTER OF STKATA. 


g 


• o 


14: 




Grayish-yellow, micaceous, loose, non-eflferrescent 
sand ; fossils in the middle 5 feet. 


4 


'l',' 


1 




Greenish sandstone, with Exogyra and Inoce- 
ramus. 


3 




15 




Greenish, micaceous, coherent, effervescent sand, 
with Inoceramus, Flacuna scabra, &c. 


2 


1 1 1 


1 


1 


Greenish sandstone, with Exogyra and Inoce- 
ramus. 


1 


1 1 



Ledge No. 1 of this section forms the bed of the creek here, and for some 
distance around the same appears in the branches. On S. 30, T. 4, R. 9 E., 
about 4 miles N. E. of the locality just mentioned, on a very high ridge, we find 
a ledge 18 inches thick, of black micaceous clay, containing cretaceous fossils, 
underlaid by the non-effervescent sands of stratum No. 4 of the above section, 
overlaid by 6 feet of reddish sandy clay, and blue sand. — The sand in question 
forms the main mass of the ridge, and the section recalls to mind that given 
above from Bell's contract (irl09, Sec. 6). 

Sections similar to that at Hare's mill, frequently occur on the waters of Big 
Brown's Creek, down to the Itawamba line, both in vrells and on the bluffs of 
streams, which very commonly flow on the indurate ledges of greenish 
calcareous sand. On S. 8, T. 6, R. 8 E., a section of about 60 feet occurs on a 
washed hillside, where large blocks of the greenish micaceous sandstone are seen. 

112. On Okalilly Creek near Carrollville, S. 22, T. 6, R. 6 E., there is a bluff 
30 feet high, the lowest 20 of which exhibit the cretaceous strata, to-wit : 6 
feet of blue and yellowish, non-effervescent, micaceous sand, forming the bed of 
the creek, overlaid by about 14 feet of whitish calcareous strata stocked witii 
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oysters and other fossils of the Rotten Limestone ; the material in the lower 
portion heing rather sandy, but passing over by degrees into the Kotten Lime- 
stone above — none of which is seen E. of CarroUyille. 

113. The formations in N. W. Itawamba, I have but partially examined, and 
am not therefore certain of the line given there. The Rotten Limestone appears 
some distance E. of Guntown Station on the M. & 0. R. R., and seems to 
touch 20 Mile Creek ; at Guntown, nothing but the limestone is seen in either 
cuts or wells. E. of Richmond, on the Fulton road, on the waters of the Bogue 
Eucaby,and eastward of the same, strongly micaceous sands appear in the wells, 
which at first have Jimy water, but the less so as we approach the Tombigbee. 

Near Borland P. 0. (Squire Connel's, S. 18, T. 11, R. 8 E.), bluish micaceous 
sand, sometimes cemented into a soft sandstone, is found in wells and beds of 
creeks. A few miles westward, however, the heavy "beeswax hommock" soils 
of the Rotten Limestone appear on the higher ridges, and shortly after, the latter 
itself is struck in wells and outcrops. At Coulter's Ferry (1[106, Sec. 4), the 
Tombigbee Sands are sparingly represented by a few feet of micaceous material 
underlying the Rotten Limestone ; and between this and Aberdeen, micaceous 
sand is struck in wells on the W. bank of the river, after passing through the 
Rotten Limestone. 

Near Aberdeen, we find the stratum finely developed in a bluff on the Tom- 
big^e river, on Dr. Tindall's land : 

(Sec. 9.) 
SECTION ON THE TOMBIGBEE, AT DR. TINDALL'S, NEAR 
ABERDEEN, MONROE COUNTY. 







CHAKACTEE OF STEATA. 


o 


.... 


15 


Orange Sand — Hilltop. 


4 




12 


Non-effervescent vareigated sand, corresponding to 
No. 4, at Hare's mill and Bell's contract, Tisho- 
mingo. 


3 




25 


Greenish micaceous sand, becoming the more calcareous, 
the further downwards ; with Exogyra, Placuna 
scabra, Ammon. Delawarensis (?), Baculites, Inoce- 
ramus. Fossils badly preserved. 


2 




7 
to 

8 


Non-effervescent, variegated sand, with tubular, anas- 
tomosing, ferruginous concretions, resembling cane 
roots; and small ledges of soft, non-effervescent 
sandstone, to waters edge. 


1 



At the Aberdeen Ferry, the micaceous sand crops out on both banks, up to 8 
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feet above low water. About 3 miles W. of Aberdeen, there is a change from 
the leyel prairie country further "W., to sandy hills, with some pine. 

114. On the road from Aberdeen to Columbus on the W. side of the 
Tombigbee, there is a change from the sands to the Eotten Limestone and back 
again, as indicated on the map ; the aspect of the country varying accordingly. 
The section at Barton has been given above (HlOT, Sec. 5) ; » section similar to 
it in most respects, is mentioned by E. Q. Thornton, Esq., of the Alabama 
Survey, as occurring near Colbert's Ferry, below Barton. At Plymouth Bluff, 
we find one of the best and most characteristic exposures of the Tombigbee Sand 
Group, of which a detailed section is given below. It was early visited and its 
fossils collected and studied, by Dr. "William Spillman, of Columbus, who 
possesses a fine collection of its fossils ; a number of these have been studied 
and named by Tuomey, and are mentioned in the catalogue appended to the 
second Report on the Geology of Alabama (ir258 ff.) ; most of the fossils 
marked "Columbus," "Lowndes county" and "Miss." are found at Plymouth 
BlufiF. 

A catalogue of the fossils from this interesting locality, kindly furnished me 
by Dr. Spillman, is given in another place. 

(No. 10.) 

SECTION ON THE TOMBIGBEE, AT PLYMOUTH BLUFF, 

LOWNDES COUNTY. 







CHAEACTEK OF STRATA. 


d 

To 
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* * * * 


3-4 


Soil and disintegrated calcareous mass. 


/-~N 


12 


Sandy calcareous clay, bluish, with Ostrea plumosa 
and Inoceramus barabeni ? — equivalent of Rotten 
Limestone. 


^ 


1-2 


Hard calcareous sandstone. I 8| 


• ^^ ' 


12 


Greenish micaceous sand, with great numbers of 
Exogyra costata ; also Placuna scabra. 


7 


1 - 1 


1-2 


Calcareous sandstone, with "cane roof concietions. 


6 
5 




30 


Greenish micaceous sand, slightly calcareous, poor in 
fossils. 


1 1 


1-3 
12 


Seam of hard calcareous concretions, with Exogyra. 


4 

3 

~2 


Greenish micaceous sand, as above. 


1 1 1 


l}4 


Hard calcarrous sandstone with Inoceramus. 




10 


Greenish micaceous sand. Bed of river. 


1 
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The greenish micaceous sands form the main Lody of the hill.j on which the 
town of Columbus stands, and of those of this region generally ; the Orange 
Siind strata proper being rarely more than 10 to 15 feet in thickness on the 
ridges, and often entirely absent. Frequently, however, the oxidizing action of 
the atmosphere has fcsnsformed the upper strata of the greenish sands into 
reddish or yellow, which, however, may generally be distinguished by their 
sharpness, and the casts of fossils they contain, though sometimes very sparingly 
and poorly preserved. Casts of Baculites are perhaps those most commonly 
occurring, but the tubular ana.'stomising concretions mentioned in the section at 
Dr. Tindall's bluff (irll3. Sec. 9), are still more common, and are frequently met 
with on the road from Columbus to Aberdeen. The bluflf at Columbus, the 
highest portions of which are between 150 and 160 feet above low water level, 
consists entirely of these micaceous sands, more or less fossiliferous, of various 
shades ofcolor, and with some indurate ledges. Sand precisely similar forms 
the bluff at Waverley ; an anal3'sis of the same is given below (^140). 

115. Fossils of the Tombiobee Sakd Group. — The li.^t of fossils in Dr. 
Spillman's collection, given below, will furnish a better view of the fauna of this 
group, than I could have derived from my own observations. So far as I am 
able to judge from the limited amount of attention I have thus far been able to 
bestow on the palfeontology of the cretaceous formation, Dr. Spillman's collec- 
tion represents correctly the fauna of the peculiar and prevalent facies of the 
green micaceous sands, from Lowndes county to Big Brown's Creek in Tisho- 
mingo. The subordinate facies of the black sands, howevei;, which we find in 
N. Tishomingo, presents some differences of character, which may be observed 
for instance, in the rare occurrence of Cephalopods, and of the prevalent 
characteristic fossil of the cretaceous— Exogyra costata-; while on the other 
hand, the bivalve genera Vmilla, Cardium, Isocardia ?, Crasscdella !, Solen, 
GervilUa .', and others, which are wanting at Plymouth Bluff, are prevalent. 
There seems to exist a close stratigraphical and lithological connection, however, 
between these black micaceous clays and the unquestionahle Tombigbee Sands ; 
otherwise the former might be suspected as representing the fauna of the Eu- 
taw Group. Perhaps an opportunity might occur in Alabama of comparing 
the fauna of the Eutaw beds, with that of the black sands of Tishomingo. As 
it stands, the latter appears to offer more analogy to the fossils of the Ripley 
Group, than to those of the Rotten Limestone ; to which otherwise, the fauna 
of the Tombigbee sands bear a close relation. 

As regards the occurrence of the Tombigbee Sand Group in Alabama, the 
sections on the Alabama River given by Mr. Thornton (Second Report, Appen- 
dix 2, A) seem to demonstrate its existence there, although these strata do not 
appear to have been identified by Tuomey with those of Plymouth Bluff. 

[ITor the catalogue of Dr. Spillman's collection of fossils from the strata of 
this group, which was not completed in time for insertion into the text, see 
Appendix No. L] 
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ni. THE EOTTEN LIMESTONE GEOUP. 

116. The general character of this formation in Missiseippi va- 
ri^ little from that given by Tuomey and others to the same strata 
in Alabama. The surface of its territory is generally level or but 
slightly undulating; when high ridges do occur, their main mass is 
the limestone itself, on which the Orange Sand formation is want- 
ing, or present only to an inconsiderable thickness, or in patches ; 
the surface formation being mostly stiff clays, which underlie the 
prairies. Hence a great dearth of naturally available water dur- 
ing the dry season, characterizes the region in an economical point 
of view. The material of the formation itself is of great unifor- 
mity — a soft, chalky rock, of a white or pale bluish tint, with very 
little sand ; consisting of variable proportions of fat, tenacious 
clay, and white carbonate of lime in crystals extremely minute, and 
with some shells of infusoria. The stratum is of great thickness 
and uniformity of character on its southwestern border, borings of 
700 to 1000 feet being no uncommon occurrence in S. Chickasaw, 
E. Octibbeha, Xoxubee and N. E. Kemper. In consequence of its 
dip, the stratum here thins out northeastward further N., eastward; 
but besides, there is a general thinning out to the northward, so 
that in S. E. Tippah, the maximum thickness is only about 350 feet, 
at Blackland, in Tishomingo county, 150, and on the Teniie8se& 
line, from TO to 100 feet— perhaps much less. At the same time, 
in this northern portion of its territory, its materials lose their 
uniformity, consistiug at times of white or bluish, tenacious, calca- 
reous clay — called by the inhabitants, from its massy cleavage, 
"joint clay'' — alternating with strata of the common "Eotten 
Limestone," and sometimes — though rarely — with layers more or 
less sandy. 

Its lowest portions, where it adjoins the Tombigbee sand strata, are generally 
white clayey sands— as at the outcrop on Okalilly Creek (::112), and stratum 
No. 10 at Plymouth Bluff, ("-IM, Sec. 10). Among its fossils, those rarely 
wanting in any of its outcrops, are Exogyra costata, Grijphaea m utalilis, ccn- 
iHxa, incurva, Pitcheri, Planma scabro, Janira qtiinqtieccstata. The cccor- 
Tcnce of the Gryphaeae, of Ostrea falcate, of RadioUte',, IMhyosarculites, and 
Belemnitella mucronata, which appear to be wanting in the Tombigbee sands, 
form prominent and convenient palaeontological marks of distinction from the 
latter group ; [the Gryphaeae do, however, occur in the Ripley group also ] The 
species of the genus Inoceramus (numerous in both) also afford convenient 
landmarks, altho' 1 have not thus fiir determined them specifically. 
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117. Where the Rotten Limestone appears on the surface, or is covered hy 
pervious strata, it appears white or yeEowish-white, and generally preserves 
the same tint to some depth, varying with the perviousness of the mass, from 
2 to 18 feet. Below this there is often a very marked change of color into 
bluish gray, which when wet looks quite dark and is therefore very commonly 
distinguished as "blue rock" from the "white prairie rock" on or near the sur- 
&ce. The rock is the same, however, both in composition and fossils, the dif- 
ference of color being caused merely by the oxidation of a trace of carbonaceous 
matter, or protoxide of iron, or at times both. This circumstance causes 
great difficulty in the study of the strata, where the records of well-borings 
have to be relied on for information, since both the Eotten Limestone and the 
dark colored clayey sands of the Tombigbee Sand &roup are often indiscriminately 
styled "blue" or "black rock" or "dirt," by the well-borers and inhabitants, 
rendering their accounts extremely perplexing and apparently incompatible 
with any regular stratification. Fortunately, notwithstanding the general le- 
velness of the surface, outcrops are quite common in the Eotten Limestone re- 
gion ; the channels of the creeks are often cut into the rock itself, and from its 
resistance to denudation, it has not formed so many rounded subterranean hills, 
but comes to the surface where a stratum ends, through the surface materials 
forming "bald prairies" and "bald hilltops" — in which the limestone is too 

the surface to allow of the growth of trees or other deep rooted plants, and 
not unfrequently forms white areas many acres in extent, strewn with fossils 
(especially oysters) washed out of the mass, and only here and there a patch of 
Verbena, or Cassia [_0. ohtusifolia, occidentalis, marilandica). 

118. Localities of the Rotten Limestone group. — At Breuton's contract on the 
Memphis & Charleston R. R., near Chawalla Station, a cut exhibits about 17 
feet of yellowish white calcareous clay, overlying a blue, micaceous, compact, 
clayey, slightly effervescent sand ; near the surface of the latter, the calcareous 
clay contains abundance of Ostrea falcata ; above, some Exogyrae and Qry- 
phaeae are found, but chiefly Inoccrami, Mytilus, Tellina, &c. This whitish, 
calcareous, "joint" clay occurs in numerous cuts between Chawalla and Cor- 
inth, and also E. of the latter place ; the cretaceous strata being from 3 to 20 
feet beneath the surface over the whole region, while N. of Corinth, in Ten- 
nessee, bald prairies strewn with shells are said to exist. At Farmington, th« 
"blue rock" is passed through, into loose water-bearing sand, at 40 to 50 feet ; 
at Corinth, at 70; while at Mr. Tate's, S. 7, T. 1, R. 7 B., in Tennessee, N. of 
Chawalla, a bore of 356 feet did not strike any loose sand, but seem;d to con- 
tinue io the unchanged "blue rock." Due S. of this, also, near Bone Yard and 
Kossuth, and on the B. half of R. 6 B. down to T. 5 generally, wells are very 
deep, and outcrops very scarce ; I have been unable to ascertain how much of 
the "blue rock" belongs to the Rotten Limestone, and how much, if any, to th« 
Tombigbee Sand Group, which the dark micaceous material seen at Breuton's 
contract resembles exceedingly. On Parmeechee Creek, S. 33, T. 2, R. 6 B., 
there is an outcrop of very micaceous, sandy marl, the she'Is of which (ysry 
imperfectly preserved) seem to place it within the Ripley group ; betwoen 
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which and the Rotten Limestone there appears to be a zone of transition, char- 
acterized, among others, by the frequent occurrence of hard ledges of conglo- 
merated shells, and of Baculites ffigas; while having some shslls in common 
with both groups. Outcrops of this character on the upper Hatchie and on 
Old Town Creek, will be described under the head of the Ripley group 
(11134.) 

Near (W. and N. W. of) Danville, Tishomingo county, bald prairies are said 
to occur. The occurrence of the white "joint clay" at Polk's cut has been 
mentioned (TTllO, Sec. 7.) 

119. At Boone's cut, S. 16, T. 5, R. 7 E., on the Mobile & Ohio R. R. (about 
3 miles N. W. of Boyer's mill — TTlH) a section of about 60 feet is obtained in 
the cuts and branches. In the cuts, the white, calcareous "joint clay," teeming 
with Qryphaea mutabiUs, is underlaid by "blue rock," but there is no stratifica- 
tion line between ; the "joint clay" conforms to the surface of the hills, and 
every stage of transition from the one to the other may be traced, showing that 
the difference in aspect is owing to atmospheric influences. Still further down- 
ward, the "blue rock" passes over into a blue, micaceous, non-effervescent sand 
similar to that on Okalilly (tll2). Such, probably, on a larger scale, is the 
succession of strata in the deep wells mentioned in R. 6 B. — A few miles W. of 
Boone's cut, bald prairie hilltops appear, with abundance of shells. 

At Mr. William Yates', S. 11, T. 6, R. 6 E., bald prairie spots are common, 
and clusters of Qryphaeae cemented by calcareous sand (similar to that of the 
upper stratum on Okalilly — irll2) were taken out of his well. 

Both tiie localities just mentioned are on the eastern edge of the Rotten 
Limestone region. Due W. of it, near Blackland, the characteristic rock appears 
abundantly in the beds of the creeks, and thence constantly on the road to Car- 
rollville ; good exposures occur on Twenty mile Creek. 

120. Due E. of Blackland there ribes a high ridge, on the summ't and in the 
ravines of which, the marl of the Ripley group appears, with its characteristic 
fossils. 

In T. 6, R. 5 E., Tippah county, the dividing ridge between the waters of 
the Hatchie and Tallahatchie, and those of the Tombigbee, also forma the line 
between the Rotten Limestone and the Ripley Group; the former, or its equiv- 
alents, crop out with fi-equency on the creeks of the S. E. slope, especially on 
the main Tishomingo, and on Yoonaby Creek. On the hills in which these 
creeks head, there are numerous "bald prairie spots," on which Exogyra and 
Qryphaeae are lying about. 

A bluff on Tishomingo Creek, near Mr. J. H. Kenn:dy's, S. 14, T. 6, R. 5 
E., atlords a remarkably fine opportunity for study ; similar exposures are 
found on the creek for several miles. — The bluff is about GO feet high ; a blu- 
ish, soft, somewhat sandy marl, the uppermost 8 feet of which consist of a ma- 
terial rather more clayey than the rest, of a yellowish tint, and very similar to 
the Rotten Limestone of the hilltops. Among its fossils, which are numerous 
»nd well preserved, are Exogyra costata, QrypltaeamutaUUs and convexa, {incur- 
va T), Ostrea falcata, 0. cretacea f, Anemia argentea T, Flacwna icabroj 
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Bel«mnitella mucronata, Baculites gigas ; numerous small Iruxxrami. — Not far 
from (N. W. of) this locality there is a well (Nelson's) 330 feet deep. Wells 
decrease in depth pretty regularly from here eastward to CarroHville, owing, 
howerer, not only to the dip of the strata, but also to the descent from the 
ridges on which these wells are situated. Lower down, Tishomingo Creek 
shows outcrops of the common Rotten Limestone, while the same material seen 
at the bluff near Kennedy's, crops out on the Yoonaby, on S. 10, T. 7, R. 5 E. 
The occurrence of the Rotten Limestone at Quntown Station, M. & C. R. R. 
has been mentioned. 

121. It would be tedious to enumerate the numerous localities at which the 
rock crops out on the territory laid down on the map, since each one is little 
more than a repetition of the other. N. of Old Town Creek, Pontotoc county 
prairie occurs only locally, in limite 1 patches ; S. of the stream mentioned we 
find the "Chickasaw Od Fields," called so probably from their resemblino- a- 
clearing ; they are nothing more than small prairies, in which the Rotten Lime- 
stone lies very near tha surface, so as to Le at times to ached by the plow while 
the rain-water also cuts its channels into it. Their soil is black, or whitish 
where the rook itself forms a large quotum of it, and very fertile ; but that 
which results from its intermixture with the yellow soil of the adjoinin"-, gently 
undulating uplands — "mahogany soil" — is preferred as being safer. Still further 
S , on the Coonewar, Chiwapa and Tallabinela, the regular prairies set in with 
their 6 to 10 foot stratum of yellow clay overlying the Rotten Limsstone: while 
the beds of the creeks usually cut into the latter. In Pontotoc county the 
western line of the Rotten Limestone region is generally pretty distinctly 
marked by the steep slope of the Pontotoc Ridge, on whose summit the strata 
of the Ripley group appear. Thus, on the road from Tardyville to Blli^town 
a mile W. of the latter place ; on the Relland and Camargo road, immediately 
W. of the crossing of the B. fork of Tallabinela Creek ; on the Okalona and 
Coffeeville road, at the crossing of Chuckatonche Creek. W. of the points men- 
tioned, the country becomes hilly, dark tinted Orange Sand sets in, and bald 
hilltops on which the material is sandy, with fossils of the Ripley group are 
seen. 

122. The Pontotoc Ridge terminates, or at least, '.oses its peculiar character 
between the Houlka and Chuckatonche, N. B. of Houston. At Houston, and 
E. and S. E. of the same, the cretaceous material struck in the wells is litholo- 
gically intermediate between the micaceous Owl Creek (Ripley Group) marl and 
the Rotten Limestone, and its fossils likewise indicate an intermediate position • 
for while the leading shells of both groups appear to be wanting, it does contain 
Bome of the fossils of each. At Houston, immediately on the edge of the Flat- 
woods, this stratum (as ascertained in wells) is about 100 feet in thickness, 
being underlaid by water-bearing sand. At Sparta, S. E. of Houston, the same 
stratum is struck in shallow wells, and cisterns, but in deep wells no water is 
found at any depth less than 300, and S. of Sparta, 1000 feet is no uncommon 
depth. Sparta is probably on the eastern edge of the transition stratum la 
question, for eastward of the place (around which, as at Houston, the country 
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is but slightly undulatirg) there is a gradual ascent ; we first strike several 
small Orange Sand ridges, then ascend a high one, on which Clear Spring P. 0., 
(Dr. Kilgore's) is situated, and which divides the waters of the Houlka and 
Chuckatonche from those of the Tibby. — The general section of the cretaceous 
formation in this latitude (Fig. 2 of Tab. I.) will convey a better idea of the 
general structure of the country, than could be given in words. It was neces- 
sary, of course, to exaggerate the dips and elevations in this profile ; hence the 
prairies, which to the eye seem level, here appear as a slope. 

123. The western slope of Kilgore's ridge is thickly covered with Orange 
Sand, so that wells 70 to 80 feet deep are dug in the same, yielding freestone 
water. But as we approach the eastern slope, we observe on the hillsides a 
terrace gradually ascending, on top of which the Orange Sand appears thinner 
and finally disappears on the crest, on which, as well as on the eastern slope 
itself, to its foot, large patches of bald prairie, strewn with Ezogyra and Ory- 
phxeae, Ostrea falcata and Placuna scabra, are of constant occurrence ; they 
are frequently destitute of any soil whatsoever, appearing at a distance like 
fields of snow. — This ridge preserves its S. E. and N. W. course, terminating 
at the S., where the Chuckatonche and Tibby meet; northwestward from Kil- 
gore's, it may be traced up to Houston, skirting on the W. a gently undulating 
tract of oak uplands. Cretaceous outcrops are abundant on its crest and eastera 
slope up to where Eeed Creek breaks through it, in the N. E. corner of T. 
15, B. 3 B.; beyond, few are to be seen — the ridge becomes lower, and termi- 
nates in the Flatwoods N. W. of Houston. — On the eastern summit of this 
ridge, a well has been bored by Mr. William T. Dexter, S. 16, T. 15, E. 4 E., 
in which at about 500 feet he passed through the Rotten Limestone into ledges 
of hard rock alternating with water-bearing beds of loose micaceous sand with 
shells — probably of the Tombigbee Sand group. Similar beds continued up to 
650 feet, several streams of water being struck, but without raising the water 
higher than 150 feet fi'om the surface. When last heard of, the well remained 
at the above depth, but will, it is to be hoped, be further pursued, since accord- 
ing to the wells at Aberdeen, water would probably rise to within available dis- 
tance of the surface, whenever the beds corresponding to those which supply 
the Aberdeen wells should be reached, at 800 to 850 feet. This well is of some 
interest, as from its location on the highest point of the outcropping stratum, it 
is likely to afford reliable data in relation to its total thickness. 

12i. The prairies on the eastern slope of this ridge form part of the western 
branch of the prairie belt which, beginning in S. E. Pontotoc, as above men- 
tioned, extends its main body, (with scolloped edges, and an average width of 
about five miles) to the southward, between the Chuckatonche and Tombigbee — 
between whose waters it forms a dividing plateau — to Tibby Creek. The sur- 
face of the prairie has a gradual ascent towards the east, as may be perceived in 
the high hills and bluffs which skirt the Tombigbee on the W. side, and whose, 
highest points, generally speaking, are nearly on a level with the surface of the 
prairie. The western branch, (or rather perhaps succession of patches), which 
leaves the main body below Okalona, after crossing the Chuckatonche and 
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Houlka, rejoins the main body on the Oka Tibby, below Palo Alto, on the May- 
hew Prairie. South of the latter creek, the prairies, are distributed rather irregu- 
larly Over the surface of the cretaceous territory, yet on the whole retain their 
character of dividing plateaux, between the Noxubee and Tombigbee, and the 
several confluents of these streams. They are largly interspersed with gently 
undulating uplands, whose soil is generally greatly inferior in native fertiUty to 
the prairie, and of a totally different character. It i$ on the outskirts, in 
these wooded portions, and on the streams, not in the prairie proper, that 
the Eotten Limestone most frequently crops out, forming "bald prairie spots." 
In aU the larger bodies of prairie, the rock is covered with a stratum of heavy, 
pale yeUow clay containing small round ferruginous concretions ; on whose 
surface, by the addition of vegetable matter, the black prairie soil is formed, t» 
the depth of 12 to 18 inches. The thickness of this clay stratum varies greatly 
— from 2 to 10, on the average about 5 to 7 feet. 

125. That under these circumstances, both springs and sipe-wellB 
cannot, as a general thing, exist in the prairies, may be readily 
imagined. The streams, while flooded during the rainy seasoa 
and in fact, at every heavy rain, are dry during the greater portioa 
of the year, unless indeed, like the Houlka, Tibby and Noxubee, 
their supply derives from beyond the prairie region. Hence the 
vast importance which the boring of deep, and partly artesian, 
wells has acquired in this region. Where these have not been 
obtained, cisterns are in general use, which are excavated into the 
Rotten Limestone, without any cement being required to make 
them hold water ; for the rock is suf&ciently impervious for all 
practical purposes. 

126. Fossils op the Rotten Limestone. — The larger streams, 
as may be supposed, have mostly excavated their channels into the 
Rotten Limestone, which appears at every turn, in localities too 
numerous to be mentioned, not only on the immediate banks, but 
frequently also on bluffs at some distance from the channelp, whose 
summits are on a level with the prairie. The Noxubee River at 
Macon flows in a deep channel in the Rotten Limestone; the Houlka, 
Chuckatonche, Tibby, Scooba, and others, exhibit the same phe- 
nomena with frequency, and one outcrop is very nearly a copy of 
every other. 

The shells most commonly found have been mentioned above (IT 116), besides 
which, Qryphaea vomer, Ostreaplumosa, 0. cretacea, Anomia argentea, Plicatula 
urticosa, a Lima (resembling Ctenoides acutilineata Con.) and two species of 
Pectm, flat, and finely ruled ; together with shark's teeth, are among the more 
common. 

R— 6 
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In Noxubee and Kemper, however, there is one stratum peculiarly rich in 
fossils and containing them chiefly as nuclei much harder than the mass of the 
rock and therefore in the best condition to be washed out, unharmed, by rains 
and streams. The mass of this stratum is rather more clayey, and softer, than 
is usually the case — as may be perceived at an extensive exposure on a hUlsidfl' 
E. of Wahalak Creek, where a stratum of gray calcareous clay, about 15 feet 
thick, is over and underlaid by the common Botten Limestone. This clay 
stratum contains a fauna rather different from that usually found in the latter, 
approaching somewhat, in character, to those of the gray clay overlying the 
limestone of the Eipley Grroup( If 137) ; and the same as collected by L. Harper 
and myself, in 1855, on the bald prairies S. W. of Macon. It is characterized by 
the comparative scarcity of the usual oysters, (except Ostrea falcata which is 
very abundant), the absence of Janira 5-costata and the presence of numerous 
univalves. Natica petrosa, Natica sp., Pyrula trocliiforniis, P. Bichardsord , 
and several other species of Pj/rwfaand Fusus, Pterocera sp., several SosteUa- 
riae, Valuta caiicellaria, Cerithium nodosum, Scalaria SiUimanni, Actaeon 
{Bullopsis ?) 2 sp. This great prevalence of univalves is very unusual, as is 
that of the bivalves whose nuclei are abundant here, viz : Crassatella, 2 sp.. 
Gucullaea vulgaris, 0. ungula, Nucula, 2 sp,, Cardium sp., Ludnasp., Soleti, 
lellina, Astarte ? sp., GlavagelUdeae, Mamulus Onyx ; and others. Besides the 
shells already mentioned, Placuna scahra, Plicatula urticosa ?, Anomia sp., 
Ostrea pleumosa, cretacea 9, and two other small undetermioed sp. ; Qryplmea 
convexa, Pitcheri, Exogyra costata, Iclityosarculites cornutua, I. loricatiis, I. 
quadrangularis, Nautilus JDekayi, Hamites torquatus, Turlinolia sp., teeth 
and vertebrae of Mosasaurus,teeth of Otodus appendiculatus, Corax appaidicida- 
tus and Carcharias, were found here. 

The abundance and variety of fossils occurring in this locality, and no less 
the great prevalence of univalves, are very unusual in the Rotten Limestone of 
Mississippi. Unfortunately, with the exception of the oysters, little more than 
the interior cast of the fossils is usually preserved in this stratum, rendering 
identification diflSoult. In Alabama, according to Tuomey, this group of fossils 
is rather more commonly found. In the collection of the Alabama Survey at 
Tuscaloosa, there are several nuclei from the Eotten Limestone, of a Cardium 
closely resembling, if not identical with, Cardium Spillmani, Cox. It is 
observable at first sight, that the faoies of the fauna of this stratum approaches 
very closely to that of the uppermost clay stratum of the Ripley Group (1[133, 
137) ; although a close examination may demonstrate the species to be represen- 
tative only, and not identical. 

127. The Radiolites {B. Aimesii and undulatus), though a very striking 
palseontological feature, are by no means common, and being a conspicuous 
fossil, those specimens which had been washed out of the rock on the bald 
prairies, early found their way to cabinets and private mantels — which is the 
only source from which I have as yet obtained them. The Ichtyosarculites, 
likewise, are rare. 
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Very perfect impressions of flsh have been found in several localities, mostly 
in digging cisterns ; as at Camargo, Palo Alto, and Okalona. I have never been 
so fortunate as to obtain even a fragment, of one. 

Irregular, rounded nodules of iron pyrites, of a radiated structure, called 
"Sulphur Balls," are common throughout the Eotten Limestone, and sometimes 
cause considerable difficulty in boring -wells, on account of their hardness, and 
tendency to divert the auger from the vertical. 

IV. THE EIPLBY GB,OUP. 

128. The surface of the territory occupied by this, the upper- 
most stage of the Cretaceous in Mississippi, is generally hilly, and 
to a great extent, thickly covered -with the strata of the Orange 
Sand, which have filled up the gaps occasioned by fracture or de- 
nudation in the ridges formed by the upheaved strata of the group. 
Small prairie spots are met with in many localities, but usually on 
or around isolated hilltops or ridges, where some soft calcareous 
stratum has approached the surface. On these "bald prairie hill- 
tops," we often find in abundance the Exogyra costata and Gry- 
phaea mutabilis (G. convexa is less common), but associated with 
them are always nuclei, at least, of fossils characteristic of this 
group. 

There are two materials especially, which in their various modi- 
fications, compose the strata of this group, viz : hard crystalline 
limestone, more or less sandy and glauconitic, which forms the 
highest strata ; and bluish micaceous marls, more or less sandy, 
and often interstratified with subordinate ledges of tandy limestone, 
which latter become less and less frequent as we descend in the 
series towards the strata forming a palseontological as well as 
lithological transition into the Rotten Limestone. 

In the uppermost, hard varieties of the limestone, the substance of the shell 
of fossils is generally replaced by crystallized, transparent calcareous spar, 
which often forms specimens of great beauty and perfection. Lower down, we 
often find hard nuclei, while the substance of the shell is soft and friable crys- 
talline matter, or at times, is altogether wanting, so as to leave the nucleus 
either loose, or fixed at some point, standing free within the hollow space. In 
the marls on the contrary, the preservation of the substance of the shells is 
very perfect, since it has not been replaced by any extraneous matter, but sim- 
ply rendered friable by the decay of the animal glue. It generally exhibits, 
therefore not only the finest details of structure, both external and internal, 
but even the iridescence of the mother-of-pearl is often beautifully preserved, 
so that the observer at first finds it diiEScult to convince himself that the beds 
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before him have not, at a comparatively recent period, formed the sea-beach.* 
129. In entering upon the territory of this formation from the 
west side (on wliich, in S. Tippah, Pontotoc, and N. Chickasaw, it 
is bordijred by the flatwoods), there is a very striking change in the 
aspect of the country, which suddenly becomes hilly and broken, 
fhe liillsides coming down steeply into the valleys, and exhibiting 
'Outcrops of hard limestone, Avhile the surface is covered with deep- 
-tinted Orange Sand. 

Springs become abundant, and the growth of vigorous Black 
und Spanish {"Red") Oak and Hickory, intermixed with lime-loving 
aees like the Poplar (Liriodendron) , Walnut, Butternut, Linn, 
OmbrellaTree {.Magnolia auficulata) and Locust on the hills, and 
of the Sycamore, Honey Locust, Wild Plum and Red Bud in the 
valleys, indicates the change of soil. In some portions of Ponto- 
toc county, there is a pretty regular rise as we advance eastward 
fi'om the flatwoods, the limestone strata, which at first were at the 
foot, gradually ascending to the top of the hills of the Pontotoc 
Sidge, until a sudden descent brings us down to the level territory 
of the Rotten Limestone, at the E. foot of the ridge. Such is the 
case on the road from Rocky Ford via Tardyville to Ellistowo. 
and on the Tocapola and Camargo road via Redland. The out- 
cropping ledges of rock there form the crest of the ridge, which 
runs parallel to the strike of the stratum. 

130. The geological structure is not, however, always as simple as in the case 
just mentioned. Commonly, the rock strata fall far short of reaching the east- 
ern summit of the ridge ; and the hills, lower, and less distinctly co-ordinated 

'♦^See also T. A. Conrad "On a group of cretaceous fossil sliells, found in Tip- 
f.ahcmvnty, Miss., with descriptions of fifty-si'.r new species." Jour. Acad. Kat. 
Sc. Phila., n. s.. Vol. 3, Tr323, ff.— Some of the fossils of the crystalline lime- 
stone were observed by L. IJarper at Ripley, in 1855, but were by him accounted 
tertiary. Others were collected previously by Prof Wailes, on the bald hilltops 
of Pontotoc. In spring 1856, I explored the territory, and collected the fossils 
of the Ripley Group from the town of Pontotoc to the Tennessee line, and in 
autumn of the same year, its southern portion, from Pontotoc to Houston. 
Upon my information regarding these locaUties, Dr. William Spillman, of 
Columbus (whose splendid collection of fossils from the lower stages of the 
Cretaceous has already been mentioned), visited the Owl Creek locality in 
:N"ovember 1856, and brought back a fine collection of its fossils ; which he 
subsequently submitted to Mr. Conrad for description, there being then no 
prospect of anything being done with the collections of the Geological Survey. 
Great credit is due to Dr. S. for the energy and enthusiasm with which he has 
for years persued, during all his leisure hom-s, the study of the cretaceous 
formation of Mississippi. With the exception of a single locality (Kindrick's 
mill, visited by me in spring 1858), all the observations recorded here concern- 
iug this formation, are derived from try field notes of spring and autumn 18.56. 
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into a ridge, are formed by the marl strata underlying the rook, capped usuall}' 
by the Orange Sand. Such is the case in Tippah, in middle Pontotoc, and ia 
Chickasaw county, N. E. of Houston. The Pontotoc Eidge is therefore, in fact, 
rather a belt of ridgy land, which is in several instances (Chiwapa, Ohuckatonche) 
traversed by streams, though more commonly, it forms a "divide," between the 
waters of the Tombigbee and Hatchie on one side, and those of the Tallahatchie, 
Loosha- Scoona and Tallabusha on the other. 

Interstratified with the blue marls, and in some instances repla. 
cing them entirely, we find strata consisting of sandy limestone of 
various degrees of induration within its own mass, so that the 
action of water wears it into fanciful, often perforated forms, 
which have obtained for it from the inhabitants the names of "bored 
limestone" and "horse-bone limestone." It abounds in fossils^, 
which are, however, generally preserved as nuslei only. 

■ 131. Localities of the Ripley Qroup. — The most northerly outcrop which 
I know to exist, occurs near Jonesboro, On S. 11, T. 2, E. 4 E., Tippah county. 
Here we find outcropping on the sides of a small valley, a ledge 12 to 15 inches 
thick, of hard crystalline limestone, somewhat sandy, with grains of greensand 
interspersed. Its weathered surface is covered with projecting fragments of 
shells, chiefly of a large Tixrritella (allied to T. Bauga D'Obb., and different from 
T. Tippana GoN. of Owl Creek), of Qrypliaea vomer, a large Venericardia with 
flat radial costae, and claws of a Gallianassa. This rock is so hard that it has 
been used for millstones ; a fine chalybeate spring issues from beneath the ledge. 
A soft ferruginous variety of it, into which it shows occasional transitions, is 
said to crop out on Muddy Creek, due W. of the locality mentioned, while half 
a mile E. of it, the soft shell marl was found in wells. 

At Mr. Wilhites, S. 27, T. 2, E. 4 E., a well was dug on a hill, at the foot of 
which the blue Owl Creek marl, with numerous fossils, crops out. The sectioE 
thus obtained is as follows : 
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(Sec. 11.) 
SECTION OP STRATA IN WILHITE'S WELL, TIPPAH COUNTY. 
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Clay and Orange Sand. 
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Dark colored micaceous marl with Owl Creek fossils. 
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Bored limestone with shells ; Twrritdla and BacuUtes. 
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Gravel and sand, with lumps of hard blue-limestone. 
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Coarse siliceous sand, loosely cemented by lime, with 
disintegrated shells. 


1 



The Turntella in No. 3, is the same as that in the limestone near Jonesboro'. 
At EuckersvUle, the effervescent shell marl is found in the wells. 
At Kindrick's old mill, on Muddy Creek, S. 9, T. 3, R. 4 E., we obtain the 
following section : 

(No. 12.) 
SECTION AT KINDRICK'S MILL, TIPPAH COUNTY. 
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CHAEAOTER OF STRATA. 


g 




25 




Yellow Sand, ill stratified. Orange Sand ; or 
lignitic ? 
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Turritella limestone, with Qnjplmea vomer, Ostrea 
crmulata? CalUanassa, BacuUtes, Otodus appm- 
diculatus. 
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Coarse glauconitic sand with disintegrated shells 
No. 3 of Sec. 13. 


2 
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Dark micaceous marl with Owl Creek fossils, 
among which Scaphites Conradi, BacuUtes Tip- 
pamsis, CrassaMla Ripleyana, Nucula percrassa 
Dosiiiia densata, Ctenoides acutiUneata, Meretrix 
Tippana, Legumen eUipticus, SiUquaria hlpU- 
cata ; numerous univalves. 


1 



Stratum No. 3 contains, besides the large Turritella already mentioned, a 
smaller species with two acute revolving costse, found also at Ripley, and oa 
King's Creek. 
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From this S. to Ripley, the Owl Creek marl is frequently found outcropping 
in the branches tributary to the Hatehie, and in most wells. At Braddock's, S. 
21, T. 3, R. 4 B., on Walnut Creek, the marl crops out without the overlying 
limestone ; its thickness, as ascertained in wells, close at hand, is 18 feet — it 
is underlaid by yellow, water-bearing sand. 

132. In the neighborhood of Ripley, there are numerous outcrops ; the 
weUs, also, have rendered the formation more accessible to study than is the 
case elsewhere. The general features of the outcrops may best be studied at 
an exposure in the S. portion of the town, at a blufifonthe S. side of Tippah 
Creek, where we obtain the following section : 

(Sec. 13.) 
SECTION ON TIPPAH CREEK AT RIPLEY, TIPPAH COUNTY. 
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Concretionary ("bored")Lim estone, with hard and 
soft ledges alternating ; containing (sparingly) 
Exogyra costata, and numerous other, imper- 
fectly preserved shells, mostly nuclei ; through- 
out, in great abundance, a Geriopora, which in 
the lowest, hardest ledges is associated with 
Ttirritellae and Oryphaea vomer. 
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Coarse glauconitic sand with disintegrated shells. 


3 


. 




3 


Seam of yellow, non-fossiliferous sand, 
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Micaceous marl (Owl Creek) with Baadites, 
Legitmen and Siliquaria. 


1 



Stratum No. 4 of this section is extremely variable, being frequently represen- 
ted by a soft yellowish- white, calcareous sand, often associated with a soft yellow 
limestone, teeming with corals {Geriopora) and containing casts of shells with 
loose nuclei (irl28). It may be studied to advantage in several outcrops E. of 
Ripley, among others, at the blufi" above the crossing of Owl Creek on the Ripley 
and Jacinto road. In several of these, as well as in others S. of Ripley on the 
Pontotoc road, it may be seen overlaid by a black micaceous material, more or 
less clayey, and containing a few poorly preserved shells. 

The locaUty on Owl Creek, 3 miles N. E. of Ripley, on S. 7, T. 4, R. 4, (first 
visited by me in May 1856) where Dr. SpiUman's fossils were obtained, forms 
part of the bluff mentioned above, which contains on the west side of Owl 
Creek for several miles; at the point mentioned it affords the following 
section : 
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(Sec. 14.) 
SECTION OF OWL CREEK BLUFF, NEAR RIPLEY. 







CHABACTER OP STRATA. 
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Concretionary limestone, with Exogyra costata, 
Ceriopora and Tarritella. Same as No. 4 of 
preceding section, and No. 3 of Sec. 12. 


2 

1 




20 


Dark, bluidf, micaceous marl, more or less clayey 
in its different portions, containing numerous fossils, 
whose shells retain their natural iridescence. 



The uppermost 2 feet of the lower stratum, is particularly rich in bivalves, 
mainly Nucula percrassa, Crassdtella Bipleyana, Meretrix Tippana and Dosinia 
densata, which frequently occur with both valves still in juxtaposition. Liower 
down Baculites are very abundant ; they sometimes form beds 6 to 8 inches in 
thickness and several yards in length, which when broken up, exhibit a dazzling 
play of intense rain-bow tints. 

Most of the fossils mentioned in the catalogue given below (excepting those 
marked with an asterisk) occur in this locality and are in the collection of the 
Survey ; many of them being thus far undetermined. Outcrops corresponding 
to different portions of the sections just given, occur W. of Ripley for 2)^ miles, 
when (on S. 28, T. 4, R. 3 B.), the soft yellow limestone disappears under the 
gray clays of the Lignitic, which also overlie it in the northern portion of the 
ix)wn of Ripley. The entire thickness of the calcareous strata overlying the 
waterbearing sands, as ascertained in wells, is about 60 feet. 

133. In S. Tippah, the same strata crop out on all the tributaries of the 
Tallahatchie, B. of the line given on the map. One outcrop of the blue marl, at 
Col. Berry's, S. 4, T. 6, R. 4 B., is peculiarly rich in univalves, comprising many 
species not found on Owl Creek. The most common are Turriiella Tippana 
and Athleta leioderma ; a large, beautifully sculptured species of Pijrula, and 
Tiijdicla perlata also occur. 

On S. 23, T. 5, E. 4 B., at a church near Mr. Stubbs' place, there is an isola- 
ted cretaceous hill, surrounded on all sides by deep Orange Sand wells. At 
this spot, in a ravine, the following section obtains : 
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(Sec. 15.) 

SECTION 0¥ AN ISOLATED CRETACEOUS HILL NEAR THE 

MEETING-HOUSE ON S. 23, T. 5,E.B., TIPPAH COUNTY. 
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CHARACTER OF STRATA. 
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Yellowish-gra^y, calcareous clay, with veins of lime, 
and containing l&xogtjra costata. 
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"Bored Limestone," with Ammonites placenta, 
Cumllaea capax, G. Maconensis, Frigonia. 
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Coarse glauoonitic sand, with disintegrated shells. 
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Black laminated clay, with veins of the above sand. 
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Soft ferruginous limestone, similar to that found 
E. of Ripley. 


1 



Here, as in Pontotoc and Chickasaw, gray calcareous <!lay takes the place of 
the black micaceous sand which usually overlies the hmestone in Tippah (11123) 
134. While in Pontotoc county, as has been mentioned, the rocks of the Ripley 
Group reach the western border of the Rotten Limestone, the same is not the 
case in Tippah, except in the extreme S. B., on the Pontotoc line. Two fossili- 
ferous outcrops only are known to me, on the E. fork of Hatchie ; and it is 
doubtM whether these do not assimilate more closely to. the Rotten Limestone 
than to the Ripley Group. In N. Tippah, the calcareous:s_trata occupy only a 
a narrow belt (3 to 4 miles), W. of the line between ranges,.4 and 5, E., while on 
the W. fork, and main Hatchie below the junction,' a black, fetid lignitic clay, 
interstratified with gray and greenish sand, forms the bluffs ; and also the base 
of the hills, which are very high and thickly capped with Orange Sand, and 
largely timbered with pine, which is wanting on the territory of the calcareous 
strata. — Outcrops of this black clay, interstratified with sand, and greatly 
resembling, at times, the materials of the Eutaw Group, appear on the main 
Hatchie in S. 5, T. 2, R. 5 E., and in other localities lower down ; on S 31, T. 
2, E. 5 E., near Walker's mill ; on a branch of Hatchie on S. 16, T. 5, R. 5 E., 
ajid other points in this region, where it is very generaUy struck in wells. 
These prove, however, that its surface also has suffered great denudation before 
the deposition of the Orange Sand, for frequently, wells 70 to 80 feet deep do 
not reach the black clay, when on adjoining &rms, at the same level, it is near 
the surface. 

Near a bridge on E. Hatchie, in N. E. }^, T. 3, R. 5 E., there is an outcrop 
•xhibiting a black, very micaceous, sandy clay, non-effervescent, and with indi«- 
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tinct impressions of fossils. Nevertheless, Turritella Tippana was recognized, 
also a Nuoula, Venerioardia, Cytherea ? and TeUina ? — Near Kellum's mill, on 
E. Hatohie, on a creek, S. 25, T. 3, E. 5 B., there is a bluff in which about 20 
feet of cretaceous strata are exposed, the upper portion being blue micaceous 
marl, containing the Owl Creek fossils, the lower more sandy and containing 
concretions rich in fossils of a character somewhat different ; among them 
Baailites gicjas, and a, beautiful Pterocera with winged thorns of enormous 
length as compared with the body of the shell. This lower stratum greatly 
resembles, in character, that found outcropping on Parmeechee (^ IT 118). E. of 
this locaUty, in the Dry Creek region, near Jumpertown, shell marls are found in 
wells, whose palseontogical character I have not ascertained ; they crop out on 
the summit of the ridges W. of Blackland (see 11120) and resemble the Owl 
Creek marl, but are very poor in fossils. They appear to form the transition 
from the Ripley Group to the Rotten Limestone. The same is probably true of 
an outcrop on the head of Old Town Creek, at the E. foot of the Pontotoc 
Ridge, on S. 16, T. 8, R. 4 B. 

135. The ridges S. of Wilhite's Creek, in Tippah, in the S. portion of T. 6, 
R. 4. E., known as " The Buncombes," may be considered as the N. end of the 
Pontotoc Ridge proper. The general geological character of this ridge has 
already been described ; from the Tippah line to its termination N. E. of 
Houston, its hillsides and ravines eshibit numerous outcrops, both of " bored 
limestone" and of blue marl, generally interstratified with irregular limestone 
ledges, and containing the leading fossils of the Owl Creek marl, with many 
local variations and additions. While in some localities the uppermost limestone 
retains the great hardness of the Turritella limestone of Tippaii (as on 
Labatubby, S. 36, T. 8 R. 2, where it appears in a solid ledge about 30 feet in 
thickness, and Mr. Daggett's, S. 32, T. 10, R. 36— both on the edge of the 
Flatwoods), at others it appears as a yellowish white, sandy, soft calcareous 
mass, which very frequently forms the bald prairie hilltops of the Ridge. 
Characteristic outcrops of this material may be seen at the mouth, and in 
numerous spots along the bluff of King's Creek, and of Okonatyhatchie ; as also 
near Redland, overlying the bored hmestone, into which it shows frequent 
transitions, by partial induration within its mass. 

136. "Where soft strata intervene between beds of rock comparatively solid, 
the soft stratum is sometimes washed away, so as to form caves, etc. Thus, on 
S. 25, T. 7, R. 2 E., a branch of King's Creek flows out of a cave between two 
beds of sandy limestone, and is spanned, 15 yards from the mouth of the cave, 
by a natural bridge 18 feet long, and about 5 above the level of the branch ; it is 
14 feet wide at one end, 5 at the other, and the ledge 2 to 2}.< feet thick. The 
cave at its mouth is about 9 feet wide by 6 high, but rapidly contracts, so as to 
become little more than a channel for the water ; then again it expands into a 
long chamber of about the dimensions at the mouth, whose roof is covered with 
short stalactites. Subsequently it contracts again, forks, and cannot be followed 
up for more than about 120 yards, wiiiding about, but generally in a S.S. W. 
directio*. About 70 yards S. E. irom the mouth of the cave, there axe several 
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sink-holes, which lead down into the subterranean channel probably of the same 
stratum.* 

Similarly, on S. 36, T. 6, R. 4 E., near Parson Montgomery's place, there is a 
natural tunnel, about 25 yards long by 4 to 5 feet high and 3 to 7 yards wide ; 
Hnder a ridge. Several small caves and sink-holes exist in the neighborhood. 
Near the tunnel there is a fine outcrop of blue marl interstratified with indurate 
ledges ; among the fossils found here is Trigonia tlioracica ; an Ostrea resembling 
0. falcata in shape, but 6 inches long ; Ammonites placenta, and nuclei of a 
very large Cucidlaea {G. Maconensis,Go'Si'i'). 

137. Phenomena similar to these, and those already mentioned as occurring 
in Tippah county, on the territory of this formation, characterize, more or less, 
the whole of the Pontotoc Ridge, save where (as for instance, in a large portion 
of T. 9, R. 3 E,, and also of T. 11, R. 4 E.) the Orange Sand overlies so thickly 
as to allow of traces only of the cretaceous formation being observed, in the deep 
hollows, and in springs with limy water at the foot of the ridges — there being 
also, freestone weUs 40 to 50 feet deep. The bored limestone which crops out on 
the hillsides E. of Redland, in S. Pontotoc, and that seen E. of Houlka P. O., 
in N. Chickasaw (e. g. on SS. 4 and 35, T. 12, R. 3 B.) is undistinguishable in 
aU respects from that of S. Tippah. The face of the country, timber, etc., is also 
strikingly similar, the chief differences being caused by the more frequent 
recurrence of bald hilltops, exhibiting the white calcareous sand mentioned 
above (lfl35), and of ridges characterized by an excessively heavy soil bearing 
the Black Jack Oak, and popularly termed "beeswax hommocks." These 
hilltops are usually caused by the gray calcareous clay which, as has been 
stated, frequently overlies the limestone (as well as, of course, its representative, 
the whitish calcareous sand) in Pontotoc and Chickasaw ; and on them we 
generally find strewn about, numerous dark colored, hard, smooth nuclei of 
sliells of the Ripley group, together with white concretions of carbonate of 
lime. The position of the gray clay stratum (also found near Stubbs' ; Trl33, 
No. 5 of Sec. 15) may be observed e. g. at an outcrop about a mile S. of the 
town of Pontotoc, on the Houston road, where a stratum of about 3 feet of this 
clay, teeming with black nuclei, overlies an outcrop of the " horsebone limestone" 
filled with Exogyra costata and Gryphaea rautahiUs. The same material is seen 
on S. 34, T. 12, R. 3 E., Chickasaw county ; it is here overlaid by a thin sheet of 
soft gray laminated limestone, and is poor in fossils. 

138. Ammonites placenta, about a foot in diameter, together with a Cassklulus (?) 
is very common in some portions of the Ridge, where hard limestone crops out ; 
as on the heads of Okonatyhatchie, and of King's Creek. On the S. bluff of the 
latter stratum, there are fine localities for fossils ; as at the place of John 
Herring, Esq., S. 17, T. 8. R. 2 E., and a few miles above, on S. 29, T. 7, R. 3 E. 
In both these localities, most of the fossils of the Owl Creek marl are found, 
imbedded in a loose, peroxidized glauconitic limestone ; the claws of CalUanassa, 



*Close to this spot was the residence of the king of the Ghickasaws, whence 
't is known, si!! " The Kings Place." 
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a Pectunculus, several Rostellariae, and numerous minute univalves beiBg 
superadded — many in a very fine state of preservation. The bald hilltops of 
Chickasaw, as well as, for instance, an outcrop of gray sandy marl on Cherry 
Creek, near the P. 0. of that name, furnish abundance of two small species of 
Hemiaster- (about % of an inch in diameter), which I have not thus far observed 
in Tippah county, in whose marls and limestone Radiata are very rare. They 
occur, however, associated with Bacidif.es Tippuensis, fjrassatella Tippana, and 
other unquestionable Owl Geek fossils. 

139. Fossils op the Ripley Group.-- I give below a list of 
the fossils thus far collected by myself from the strata of the 
Ripley Group in Tippah, Pontotoc and Chickasaw, naming, 
generically, as far as the limited time at disposal allowed of their 
determination, those which could not be identified with species 
heretofore described. (See 1128 ; note.) 

I have to regret that at the time of preparing this list, in which I have been 
kindly aided by Prof. W. D. Moore, the latest publication of Mr. Conrad on this 
subject (Jour. Acad. Nat. Sc. Phila., Vol. IV, n. s., pp. 275-291) had not come 
to my,hands ; for which reason, a part only of the new species there described 
by him (which have since been identified by Prof. Moore) will be found in this 
catalogue, although no doubt, several more of the undetermined species are 
described in the paper referred to. I shall, therefore, mention separately the 
species named by Mr. Conrad, found in Tippah county by Dr. Spillman, but 
not thus far identified with specimens in the collection of the Survey. — 
Species marked with an asterisk (*) have thus far been found only in the 
uppermost crystalline limestone. 

I subjoin also the interesting comparative list of the fossils of Tippah, Xew 
.Jersey andEufaula, Alabama, (prepared by Mr. Conrad, assisted by Mr. Wm. 
M. Gabb), given in the place above referred to ; to which I would add that in 
1856, 1 identified at least f/ of a collection, made by Tuomey, of fossils from 
the crystalline limestones and blue marls of Chunnenugga Eidge, Macon county, 
Alabama, with species previously found by myself on the territory of the Eipley 
Group in Mississippi. It thus appears that the beautiful and singular fauna 
represented by this group, is much more widely diffused than was at first sup- 
posed, and is well connected by transitions with other stages of the Cretiiceous. 
The unusually large proportion of univalves as compared with bivalves, no less 
than many of the/orOT« of both classes of Mollusca, are strongly suggestive of 
the approach of the Tertiary epoch, to whose strata as developed in Mississippi, 
those of the Ripley Group bear an extraordinary lithological resemblance. The 
very perfect state of preservation of the fossils, also, is somewhat startling at 
first sight, and instinctively recalls to mind the beds, of the Tertiary. 

CEPHALOPODA. 

Ammonites placenta, Mobt. Scaphites Oonradi, Mort. 

Ammortites syrtalis, Mort. ? Scaphites Iris, CoJf. 
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Turrilites spinifera, Cox. 
Nautilus Dekayi. 
Bacidites gigas, Cok. 
BacuJites Spillmani, Con. 



Baculites Tippaensis, Con. 
Baculites, 3 sp. undet. 
Nautilus ciradus, TuOM. 



BIVALVES. 



Teredo sp. Cihota lintea, Con. 

Teredina sp. Gucullaea vulgaris, Mokt. 

Plwlas, 2 sp. Cucullaea ungida, Mobt. ? 

Fholalomya anteradiata,Cois. CucuUaea Tippana, Con. 

Pliolaiomya sp., allied to Ph. elegante, Cucullaea capax, Con. 

MuNST. Cucidlaea Maconensis, Con. 

Pholadomya sp., allied to Ph. Marroli-Arca sp., allied to A. angusta. Lam, 

ano, D'Okb. *Arca sp. 

Pholadomya Tippami, Con. *.4xi(i«e« sp., 2 ins. long. 

Aiiatina ' sp. ^4.TiHaea 2 sp. 

Trigrinia Ihnracicc, MoKT. Nucuhi percrassa, CoN. 

Triqoniu sp., allied to tliornciiyi. smul-Nucidaperaequalis, Con. 

Nttctda cuneiforms, Con. 
Chunnenug-PifZi'jmi&s argentea, Con. 

UerviUia ensiforrais. Con. 

Dreissena Tippana, Con. 

Inoceramus argenteus, Con. 

Inocera'inus costellatus. Con. 

Inoceramus sp., allied to 6'. Ooldfus- 
sianus. 

Inoceramus sp. — a very large hinge. 



vcr\' larpc ; 



ler. 

* 'IVigonia sp., 
ga-radg-L'. 
Tricjonia sp. 
Legumen ellipticus. Con. 
Legumen clepressus. Con. 
Siliquaria biplicatu, CoN. 
Periploma applicata. Con. 
Tellina, 2 sp. 



Psamrnoiia ? nucleus, 6in's. long by -1 Inoceramus sp. 



high, 

Papyridea bella. Con. 
JIeretri.r. lippana, Con. 
Dosinia denscota. Con. 
Dosinia depressu, Con. 
*V,'iiericarditi, 2 sp. 
*Cgpriiia ? sp. 

Isocardia sp., allied to L cretacea 
Venilla Conradi, Moet. 
Cardiura Tippanum, Con. 
Cardium Spillmani, Con. 
Gardium Eufaulense, Con. 
-- ,9 



Cardium Tippanum var ? 

Cardium sp., all. to (l'. lUllniium, Sow. OrypJuiea vomei- 
Crassatella Itipleyana, Con. Exogyra costata. 

Crassatella lintea. Con. Exogyra interruptu. 

Crassatella pteronsis. Con. 

UNIVALVES. 



Pecten striatapunctatus Koem. ? 

Pecten simplicius. Con. 

Ctemoides acutilineata, Con. 

Placunanomia sp. 

Arwmia seUaeformis, Con. 

Ostrea peculiaris. Con. 

Ostrea confragosa. Con. 

Ostrea denticulifera, Con. 

Ostrea crenulata, TuoM. 

Os</-ea n. sp., shape of 0. falcata, 6 in's. 

long. 
Qryphaea mutabilis, MoET. 
Gryphaea convexa '? 



*Dentalium sp. (smooth.) 

Dentalium sp., deeply 6 ribbed. 

*Natica alveata, Con. 

Natica redilolrvin. 

*Natica sp. 

Xatica 2 sp. 

Nerita sp., May be A': densata Con., but 
is smaller than the figure. Purp- 
lish dots on the surfece perfectly 
preserved ! 



Solululus linteus. Con, 

Bullopsis cretacea, Con. 

Qlohiconcha sp. 

Turhinopis Hilgarcli, Con. 

Gytherina Tippana, Con. 

ComM« (?) canalis. Con. (Com-ad's fig- 
ure of this shell resembles very 
closely imperfect specimens of 
Athleta leioderma, Con.) 

Ancilla cretacensis, CoN. 
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Cmthium sp., allied to C. Dupinianum, CliemniUia distans. 

D'Oeb. Ghemnitzia Melanopsis. 

Cerithiuni sp. Chemnitzia Bpillmaiii. 

Turho f sp. Ficus octoUrattis, CoK. 

Mapa supraplicata, Con. Ficus novemliratus, Con. 

Titrritella Tippana Con. ; numerous Titrris Eiplexjmia, Con. 

varieties. Fusus Tippanus, Con. 

Tumtella vertehroides, Mokt. Fusus hellaliratus, Con. 

Turritella trilira, Con. *Fusus sp. 

Tumtella altilis, Con. . Fv^us 6 sp. 

Turritella sp., with two acute revolving Strepsidura Bipleyana, Con. 

costae. Pyrifusus svMensatus, CoN. 

r(t'mfeZZasp., allied to T. Bauga,'D'0'B.-B.;PyruIa, 6 sp. 

shell of the "Turritella JJim^&ione" Tudid a perlata, Con. 

(Trl31, ff.) Rostellaria sp., allied to E. Beussii, 

Turritella sp., very small, smooth. Gtein. 

VolviiUthes Eufaulexisis, Con. .? '*Eostdlaria allied to S. velata, CoN., 

*FoZMte. about half as large. 

Athleta leioderma, Con. Eostellaria sp. 

AtUeta? — A beautiful fusiform shell, /SVroi»ii'.s f'en.^a^ifs. Con. 

41^ in's. long, with numerous noMteAporrliais dece'inlirata, Con. 

revolving costae. Also found onPterocera sp., with long winged thorns 

Chunnenugga Ridge, by Tuomey.Cirl34). 
Drillia novemcostata, Con. Earpago Tip>paims, Con. 

Chemnitzia interrupta, Con. Pugnellus densatus, Con. 

Chemnitzia interrupta var. ? TricJiotnpis cancellaria, Con. 

Chemnitzia laqueata, Con. Purpuroidea Eipleyana, Con. 

RADIATA. 

Hemiaster, 2 sp. * Oassiduhis Con. (non Desoe). shape ol 

*Cassidulus (non Desob) sjjigtiafZrates, Fuvjaxia apicalis. 

* Cassidulus ? {Echinanthus ?) sp. [Con. 

ANNELIDA. 

Serpula 2 sp. 

CORALS. 

* Ceriopora sp. 

Numerous undetermined nuclei of univalves and bivalves. 

Tippah Fossils descrihedhy Conrad, hitiwt idoifificd in the Survey collection : 

Actaeon modicellus. Sangwinolaria cretacea. 

Natica crenata. Morea cancellaria. 

Anchura alrupta. Pholadomya post-suJcata. 

Thylacus cretaceus, Plioladomya papyria. 

Turhonilla corona. Pholadomya occidentalisilLonT. 

Plicatula tetrica. Pecten argillensis. 

Mysia parilis. Peden Mississippiensis. 
Dosinia ohliqsata. 



Texas. 
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Species common to the Upper and Lower Cretaceous. 

(Conrad & Gabb, Jour. Acad. Nat. Sc. PhUa. Vol. IV n. s., p. 275). 

Plioladomya occidentalis, Mokt., Tippah, New Jersey. 

Dosinia excavata {Gyilierea), Ib., " 

FragiUa elegantula {Oardiv/m), EoEM., " 

F. protexta, Con. 

Cardium Spillmani, Con., " 

Trigonia thoracica, Moet., " 

Pycnodonta vesicularis {Qryplmea), Lam., " 

Qervillia ensiformis, Con., " 
Exogyra costata, Say, 
Pinna hicannata, Math., Bufaula, 

P. laqueata, Con., 

Axinaea {Pectunculus) australis, Moet., " 

Meretrix Tippana, Con., " 

Otenoides pelagica {Lima), Mobt., " 
Crassatella vadosa, Mokt., Eufaula, " 

O. Uniea, Con., " " 

Barlatia uniopsis, Con., " " 

Pecten Burlingtonmsis ? Gabb, " 

Anomia argentaria, Mobt., " 

Turritdla vertebroides, Mokt., " " 

Ficus octoliratus, Con., " 

Turhinopsis Hilgardi, Con., " 

Nautilus Dehaji, Moet,, " 

BacuUtes carinatus, Mobt., " 

B. Spillmani, Con., 
Solenoceros annulifer, 

Samites annulifer, Mokt., 

Ve7'metus {Samuhis) onyx, Mokt., " 
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USEFUL MATERIALS OP THE CRETACEOUS EORMATION. 

140. These consist essentially of Marls or mineral fertilizers. 
Limestones, and Building Stones. It is probable also that among 
the materials embraced in the two former classes, some will be 
found to possess hydraulic properties. 

Marls. — No material deserving the name of marl, occurs within 
the Eutaw Group. 

Tomhighee Sand. — The micaceous sands of this group in some 
localities are sufficiently calcareous to render its use as a fertilizer 
profitable, especially as lime is generally very deficient in the soils 
which it underlies. In Tishomingo county, the materials occurring 
at Boyer's mill (IHI) and on lower Big Brown's Creek generally, 
deserve attention and trial ; none of them will, however, bear much 
transportation, nor "should they be applied to soils already very 
sandy. The greenish calcareous sand of Dr. Tindall's bluff, near 
Aberdeen (ITHS), has been used with advantage by that gentleman. 
Similar deposits occur in many localities along the Tombigbee at 
and below Aberdeen ; at Barton (1107) ; and at Plymouth Bluff 
(1114). 
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Of these materials, the only specimen I have as yet analyzed, 
was taken from the bluff at Waverley, Lowndes county, just under 
Col. Young's warehouse. — A greenish gray, micaceous, soft, sandy 
mass, with few fossils, forming steep bluffs. 

SAND PEOM WAVERLEY BLUFF. 

Micaceous Sand 88.702 

Potash 0.204: 

Soda 0.190 

Lime i.351 

Magnesia 0.723 

Peroxide of Iron, and Alumina 5.598 

Phosphoric Acid 0.328 

Sulphuric Acid 0.013 

Carbonic Acid 0.472 

Water 2.308 

99.884 

The small amount of nutritive ingredients contained in this mass, 
would not pay for the cost of hauling out, on the large scale, unless 
it were very conveniently at hand, and the sand were needed as a 
mechanical manure. The amount of phosphoric acid shown by this 
analysis is nevertheless as large as is usually found in the marls of 
Mississippi. 

The sand of the Columbus bluff is poorer, probably, than that of 
Waverley; but in many points (e. g. at Plymouth Bluff) the materials 
are sufficiently rich in lime to deserve the earnest attention of 
agriculturists. The region has not as yet been examined specially 
enough in this point of view. 

141. Marls of the Rotten Limestone Group. — I regret having 
been unable, as yet, to bestow more special attention on the white 
and gray clay marls of Tishomingo and adjoining portions of 
Pontotoc and Itawamba. Those of Breuton's contract (ITllS), 
Parmeechce (111 8), Tishomingo and Yoonaby Creeks, and others 
of N. E. Pontotoc, appear to assimilate more nearly in their 
character to the Houston marl than to the Rotten Limestone 
proper. An analysis of the latter will be given below ; that of 
the marl dug from cisterns at Houston, Chickasaw county — a 
bluish gray mass, quite hard when dry, but somewhat plastic when 
wet — gave the following result : 
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HOUSTON MARL. 

Insoluble Matter (micaceous clay) 35.750 

Potash 0.681 

Soda 0.197 

Lime 20.558 

Magnesia 1.366 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.305 

Peroxide of Iron 4.190 

Alumina 9.475 

Iron Pyrites 1.743 

Carbonic Acid 16.760 

Organic Matter and Water 8.774 

99.799 

The iron pyrites contaiaed in this marl (which is otherwise ad- 
mirably adapted to light soils), renders necessary some caution in 
its application. It should be allowed to lie exposed to the atmos- 
phere as long as possible (several months at least), in order to effect 
the decomposition of the minnte crystals of pyrites, which results 
in the formation of gypsum — enhancing the value of the material 
as a fertilizer, in several respects. — Outcrops of the Houston marl 
(which extends eastward to Kilgore's Ridge, and probably south- 
ward to the Tibby) are scarce, but it is generally not far under- 
ground in the district of its occurrence, as is known in each neigh- 
borhood where wells have been dug. — A determination in the yefc 
lowish-white, micaceous clay marl from Breuton's contract (ni,'ar 
Chawalla) on the M. & C. R. R., of the Carbonic Acid, considered 
as belonging to carbonate of lime, yielded a result con^snrndin j 
to 21.0 per cent, of the latter substance, or to 1 1.8 per ct. ol pu; o 
lime. 

142. As for the Rotten Limestone— -itself, strictly speaking, a 
marl, in most cases — it is unnecessary to niention its outcrops, since 
no one who Has his eyes, open can fail to find them where they exist. 
It is to be considered chiefly as a calcareous, stimulant manure ; 
yet, as the analysis shows, it carries with it some nutritive ingredi- 
ents, which account for its favorable effects even on the whitish, 
highly calcareous bald prairie soil. In regard to the many import- 
ant uses which this calcareous material may subserve, the reader is 
referred to what is said under the head of Lime and Marls, in the 
General Part of the Agricultural Report. 

143. Marls of the Ripley Group. — Their distinguishing feature 
is the visible grains of greensand, or glauconite, which they con- 
tain, and to which they owe a higher percentage of potash, and 
(with silica), in a more available condition, than seems to be the 
case with the clay marls of the Rotten Limestone. This, and the 
carbonate of lime contained in them, constitutes their chief value ; 
and since the former can be judged of by the eye, and the latter 
by the strength of its effervescence ("boiling") with strong vin^ar, 

R-7 J, 
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or muriatic acid ("spirits nf Fait"), it. is not difficult for the planter 
to obtain an approximate idea ol the value as iertilizers, of most 
ol these marls ; estiecially as, in the majority of cases, the greater 
or less abundance of fliclls is itself s( mewhat indicative of the 
amount of lime in the mas-s. Wlion fresh and moist, its tint is uyu- 
ally liluish-gray, wiih white specks (being fragments of shells) and 
glistening scales of mica ("isinglass") ; and when cut, if the mass 
contains any notable amount of greeui-and, duik green, or almost 
black streaks will be visible on the surface, which may be tiaced 
Lack to rounded grains, from the size of a grain of rifle-powder to 
that of a gumbo seed, with a smnoih surface, and generally of a 
flattened shape. Sometimes, however, the grains are so small as 
to be perceived only by the aid of a magnitier, or by the general 
tint of the mass. 

In searching for these marls in the region of occurrence indi- 
cated on the map (by the bright green tiit), it should be recollected 
that, as has been stated, they generally undrelio the limestone ; and 
that if they have been struck in wells on the ridges, they are 
likely to be found at the same level, at no great depth, on the hill- 
sides. 

144. The marl at Wilhite's (ITISI) showed the following compo- 
sition : 

WILHITE'S MARL. 

Insoluble Sand and Clay 73.410 

Potash 0.702 

Soda (detn. lost) 

Lime 6.315 

Magnesia 0.886 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.050 

Peroxide of Iron 7.055 

Alumina ,. 5 888 

Phosphoric Acid 0.046 

Carbonic Acid, Water and Loss 5.640 

100.000 
t^This marl, yhile containing a large amount of potash, contains 
at the same time so much inert matter, that it will not bear trans- 
portation to any great distance, inasmuch as a "dressing" will 
require a quantity greater in proportion as the active ingredients 
are less. No overdressing with a marl like this will be likely to 
happen. 

This is the only marl of this character which I have thus far 
analyzed, but judging from appearance, it represents very neaily 
the marls of the lollowing localities : in Tippah, Kim'rick's mill 
(1131, Sec. lii), Ruckersvillc; Braddock's (11131) ; Owl Creek 
^132); lowest stratum at Tippah Creek bluif, at Ripley (11132, 
?ec. 13); Edick's place, S. of Ripley; blue miiris on Ripley and 
Holino road ; at Col. Berry's (11133), and at Lewis L. Nabors' 
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S. 22, T. 4 , R. 5 E. Some of the marls mentioned are prob ' 
ably more calrareous tlian the one analyzed, as'appearii to be more' 
generally the case in Poncotoc couniy ; as for instance, at Parson 
Montgomery's (Tl3o); at Mr Wages', on one of the heads of 
Okonalyliatchie, S. 18, T. 7, R. 4E; at the old mill on Cherry 
Creek, near the post-office of that name ; on the hill S. of the 
crossing ot Brown's Creek, on the EUistown and Pontotoc road, 
and on the B. slope of the ridge on the same road, in T. 8, R 4 
E., (e. g. on S. "^l) ; on the branches near the mill on S. 86, T. 9, 
R. 4 B., E. of Pontotoc, and probably on many of the heads of 
the Chiwapa, S. of Pontotoc ; at the Baptist ciiurch on S. 28, T. 
V-:, R. 3 E., Chickasaw county ; etc. While the specimens from 
these localities appear to contain about the same araoint of green- 
sand as the marl from Wilhite'a, their stronger effervescence with 
acids and greater coherence shows them to be richer in lime. Yet 
as a general thing, these blue marls are not so limy that an over- 
dressing of any moderately clayey soil need be feax-ed with any 
quantity less than 4-to bOO bushels per acre. 

145. In Tippah county, at Ripley, and W. of the same, there 
occurs another kind of marl, generally richer in greensand grains 
than that just described, and containing few shells not disintegra- 
ted. The stratum is seen in the outcrops of Kindrick's mill (TTiSl, 
Sec. 12, stratum No. 2), and on Tippah Creek at Kipley (1132, 
Sec. 13, stratum No. 3); it is also found in wells at the latter 
place, and is well developed in the outcrops just W. of town, and 
particularly at Mr. Wernor's place, S. 22, T. 4, R. 3 E., where it 
is very remarkable for the large amount of greensand it contains. 
An analysis of rather a poor specimen of this marl, from Mr. 0. 
Davis' well, at Ripley, gave the following result : 

MAEL PROM 0. DAVIS' "WELL, RIPLEY. 

Insoluble Matter (chiefly coarse Sand) 62.441 

Potash 0.730 

So la 0.272 

Lime 7.952 

Magnesia 1.560 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.160 

Peroxide of Iron 11.849 

Alumina 5.865 

Phosphoric Acid 0.266 

Carbonic Acid, Water and Loss 9 905 

100.000 

On an average, this kind of marl is undoubtedly superior to 
Wilhite's, containing as it does, more potash, lime and phosphoric 
acid. It has already been nsed with fine effect in the nt i ^hborhood 
of Ripley. — A material very similar to this, is found at the church 
near Stubbs' (tJ33, Sec. 15, stratum [No. 3), but itsjiuantity is 
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insufficient for,practical purposes. Otherwise, I have not found it 
at any great distance from Ripley, except to the westward. 

146. The white or gray calcareous sand mentioned (iri-^5), may 
in many cases serve as a marl, when it is not too sandy — it would 
generally, no doubt, improve greatly the "beeswax hommocks." 
That found at Tocshish church, and near Redland (1[13.'>). is scarcely 
more sandy than the limestone it overlies. But its character in 
this respect is so variable, that each one must be left to judge for 
himself in his particular locality. 

The gray calcareous clay which frequently overlies the limestone 
and calcareous sand in Pontotoc and Chickasaw, (1137), I have not 
yet examined as to its fertilizing qualities ; but judging from the 
rich growth of timber where it mingle^ with the sandy ridge toils, 
it possesses other useful ingredients besides the lime, to render it a 
serviceable manure. Outcrops of this material are mentioj.ed in 
the passage just quoted. 

147. Limestone. — Xoiio is found within the territory either of 
the Eutaw, or of the 'I'ombigbee ^and Group. The ii.ost calca- 
reous rocks of the latter only deserve llie name of calcareous 
sandstones. 

Rotten Limestone Gruup. — in numerous localities, the rock of 
this group is well suited to the uiaiiulacture of lime of good quality, 
and is so used quite extensively in the prairie region. Notwith- 
standing its uniformity of aspect, however, there is considerable 
variation in this rock as regards its suitability for lime-burning. 
These variation.!! often occur without any striking indication of a 
change by the stratification, color, or otherwise; and a few direc- 
tions concerning the selection of this rock for lime-burning, will 
not, therefore, come amiss. 

The hard(St varieties in one and the same bed are usualh' the 
purest (unless they be sandy), and should be selected in preference 
to the soft. 

Those which are chalky, and exhibit the least gloss on cut ^nr- 
faces arc prelerable to those showing a smooth shining cut. 

Another good distinctive mark is the degree ol plasticity which 
tlio rock attains when crushed and kneaded up with water. The 
less it works like clay, and the more like prepared chalk ; and the 
less, , in moistening, the clay odor is perceive i; the purer is the 
rock^ — also, the uioi-e vividly it effervesces (■•l)oil^") with (one and 
the same) strong vinegai', nmrialie, or sulphuric acid. 

1471- The difficulty in the manulkcliirc of liinu from the Rotten Limeitone, is 
not so much caused by the cmowiiC of foreign (usually clayey) matter it contains, 
as by the extremely fine state of division in which the carbonate of lime and 
clay arc mi.xod together, which renders the rock liable to overburning, unless 
great care is had in the management of the fire. Experience must determine 
in each locality the proper amount of burning to be given ; it ought to be less 
m all cases than would be employed in burning pure, hard limestone, and the 
heat ought to bo equahzed as much as possible. It is not easy to regulate thcisc 
'.'iirumstances in an' ordinary kiln, in \\-liich the whole process is intciTu'ptcd. in 
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order to draw the burnt lime. The kilns used ought to bo of llie "perp^ual" 
kind, where the process is carried on without interruption and, once , properlj' 
adjusted, goes on evenly, turning out a product always of the same quality. 
Such, moreover, consume much less fuel than the common ones — an item of 
importance in the prairies. Tbere can be no doubt that if the kilns were im- 
proved, hme of good quality could be made in numerous localities where it is 
now deemed impracticable, after a trial with the ordinary kiln. In burning 
lime for agricultural purposes, especially, any other than a perpetual kiln ren- 
ders. the article too expensive. 

148. The material of the Rotten Limestone Group in Tisho- 
mingo county, isgene.-ally too impure lor iime-burniiig ; the purest 
rock found occurs, f)robabiy, on ihe heads of Twenty Mile Creek, 
W. and S. of Biackland, and on lower TishomiuiiO (heek, near 
the Ripley and Carrollville road. The materials lound further N. 
are generally too clayey for quicklime, but some of them will, no 
doubt, answer for hydraulic cement. Lime Inis, it is true, been 
made in several localities on the cretaceous territory in Tisho- 
mingo county, but it Wiis from the shells of oysters, {Exogyra cos- 
tata, Gryphaea convexa and mainbilis)^ wliich yield a very strong 
lime. The supply of th'^se, however, is too small to be of more 
than very local importance. 

I am not aware that any rock sufficiently pure for lime-burning, 
exists in Itawamba county — none, at least, E. of Old Town Creek. 
W. of the same, on the prairies and "Chickasaw Old Fields" of 
Pontotoc, the rock is very similar to that of Monroe. 

149. Good lime is made at Camargo, where a ledge of hard 
rock yields wnite lime for plastering, while the underlying .softer 
strata furnish common mortar. At Okalona, also, lime is made ; 
an analysis of Ihe rock, taken from a cistern here, gave the follow- 
ing result : 

OKALONA ROTTEN LIMESTONE. 

Insoluble Matter , 10.903 

Potash 0.248 

Soda 0.320 

Lime '. 45.791 

Magnesia. ■_ 877 

Peroxide of Iron 1.421 

Alumina 1.957 

Carbonic Acid 35.725 

Water 2.840 

100.082 

One cwt. of this rock will therefore yield about 61 lbs. of burnt 
lime, containing about 15 lbs. of impurities which, while causing 
it to slake with less energy, must impart to it some hydraulic prop- 
erties. 

It would seem advisable, therefore, not to slake and mix into mortar very 
large quantities of this lime, at any one time, and to use it, when made, as 
rapidly as poasible. In thia manner the hydraulic properties, which would 
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impair the quality oftiie mortar if prepared in lai^e quantities beforehand, may 
on the contrary bo turned to advantage. 

150. RlpLey Group. — In numerous localities, the limestones over- 
lying the blue marls of this group, are well suited to lime-burning. 
Here, however, the hardness of the rock is not always a safe 
criterion as to its purity, since that is not unfrequently owing 
rather to the presence of a large amount of sund firmly cemented 
by lime, than to the solidity of the calcaicous mass itself. While 
in the Rotten Limestone, as we have seen, the impurities of the 
rock are iu an impalpable condition, finely diffused throughout the 
mass, the impurities of the rocksof the Hipley Group aiegencrally 
present in shsipe of visible and tangible sand-grains, and can 
therefore be detected and judged of with less difficulty. There is, 
also, le>:s danger of overburning, than in the case of the Kotten 
Limestone ; and its relative purity may be ascertained conveniently 
by dissolving a fragment of the rock in vinegar or muriatic acid, 
which will leave the sand behind. 

It has been found that in the neighborhood of Ripley the seft 
varieties of the limestone yield a better lime, than the hard 
"Turritella Limestone" (owing probably, to the large amount of 
sand which the latter contains, and which contributes largely to 
its hardness) ; notwithstanding that its color is purer than that of 
the soft rock. 

151. In general, the purer varieties of this rock may be looked 
for chiefly along the western edge of the territory of the Ripley 
Group, where it iivrlies the Owl Creek marl. The ledges inlir- 
straiified with the marl, are rarely sufficiently pure to be suitable 
for quicklime, although in many cases they would yield a product 
well adapted for agricultural purposes. These mar/stones are much 
richer in the nutritive ingredients of plants, than any of the rocks 
of the Rotten Limestone Group, and burning renders these inore- 
dients more soluble, and highly effectuaL For this reason, the 
pioduct of burning these impure marlstonea, is oenerally preferable 
even to the purest lime, for use in agriculture. It is generally not 
difficult to distinguish the varieties to be preferred in this point of 
view : they either possess a general greenish tint, or else rounded 
grains of a dark green color (greensand proper, or ghuconitt) may 
be seen dotting the freshly broken surfaces. A large — perhaps 
the greater portion of the '-"bored" or "horsebone limestone" belongs 
to this class, although not unfrequently, ledges of sufficient purity 
for quicklime occur in the same. 

152. The limestone occurring near Jonesboro', on S. 11, T. 2, 
R. 4 E., (1131) contains many greensand grains, but will doubtless 
answer for quicklime. That at Kindrick's mill (1131) is best 
suited, probably, for agricultural purposes. At both the localities 
mentioned, however, the quantity is small. 'I he rock may proba- 
bly be found outcropping in numerous ravines descending to Muddy 
Creek; as near to the W. line of the formation in Tippah generally 
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The outcrops B. of Ripley furnish, probably, the best material for 
quicklime in that neighborhood; that which contains numerous 
stms of corals seems lo be best. Most of the boi'ed lunnstone 
occurring there is rich in greensand. On the road from Ripley to 
New Albany, tlie coralline limestone crops out in numerous 
localities ; the same is the case on the Ripley and Molino road, and 
also no doubt, in the country intervening between the two roads. 
The locality near Stubbs' (113 <) will no doubt furnish good 
material both for quicklime and for agricultural purposes. In the 
"Buncombes", limestone frequently crops out on the hillsides ; that 
at Parson Montgomery's (1[13i)/ is known to make good lime, and 
so probably will that at the King's Place (f I -6). On S. 29, T. 7, 
R. 4 B., on the Tardyville and EUistown road, good limastone 
appears on the surface ; as it does in many localities in the hills 3. 
of King's Creek. The bluff on Labatubby, S. 36, T 8, R. 2 B., 
affords a fine chance for an establishment on a large scale, so far 
as the quality and quantity is concerned, and the same maybe said 
with reference to the outcrops on the edge of thePlatwoods at Mr, 
Stephen Daggett's, on SS. 3 and 30, TT. 9 and 10, R. 3 G. 

163. An analysis of an average specimen of Daggett's limestone, 
such as is used by him in burning lime for sale, gave the foUowiiag 

DAGaETT'S LIMESTONE. 

Insoluble Matter (chiefly sand) 8.374 

Potash 0.359 

Soda 089 

Lime 48.8 15 

Magnesia 0.751 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.173 

Peroxide of Iron, and Alumina i 2.412 

Sulphuric Acid 0077 

Carbonic Acid 38.485 

Water 832 

100.367 
One cwfc. of this rock will yield somewhat over 60 lbs. of barat 
lime containing about 1 1 lbs. of imparities; which, however, for 
want of intermixture with the lime, do not impart hydraulic 
properties to the latter, since it slakes with energy. This lime 
answers every architectural purpose except whitewashing. It is 
due, no doubt, to the large amount of potash which the lime made 
from this limestone cuntains, that effects namually favorable were 
observed to follow it^ application to soils, in the neighborhood of 
Pontotoc. Yet this rock contains but few visible grains of greea- 
sand. — In this respect, it is grratly surpassed by the rock of a» 
outcrop 1 mile S. of Pontotoc, on the Houston road, which never- 
theless, by carefal burning, could also be made to serve for quick- 
lime. The ''horsebone limestone" near Redland, and southward t» 
the end of the formation, is generally of a similar character. 
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154. Building Stones. — The Eutaw Grovp furnishes none : all 
the rocks found on its territory belong to the Orange Sand Group, 
which see (157). Very nearly the Siime holds true of the Tonibigbee 
Sand Group ; tihe soft micaceous sandstones occasionally found are 
of little value and easily destroyed by frost. 

The Rotten Limestone is generally too soft to resist the action of 
the atmosphere ; in sheltered situations, it sometimes stands well, 
and is easily cut into shape. At Palo Alto, and at other localities, 
fireplaces, and the sheltered portionsof chimneys, have been built of 
it. It will not resist many alternations of wet and dry above 
ground, without scaling oft ; although different localities differ 
greatly in ihis respect. 

The liinesiones of the Rinley Group, where they are solid and 
nnifoi m in their mass, resist the action of the atmosphere remarka- 
bly well, and are suited to eveiy common purpose in building. 
There are few localities, however, in which large solid blocks can 
be obtained ; the best 1 know of occur on the Labatubby, and at 
Daggett's (see above. un(ter Limtslone). Usually the solid ledges 
are thin (seldom exceeding 15 inches, and frequently broken up into 
blocks which require only the peck and crow-bar to quarry them. 
Little reliance is to be placed in the continuity of a stratum with 
the same character of material ; a solid ledge on one ridge may 
be a bed of loose calcareous sand on the next. — For localities 
where rock is found, see under the head of Limestone. 

155. Waters op th-e Cretaceous Formation. — Specialities 
concerning the depths and character of wells in the various districts 
of the cretaceous territory, will be found under the head ol "The 
Northeastern Prairie Region," in the agricultural portion of the 
present Report. A lew general remarks, however, must find their 
place here. 

Water-bearing strata are abundant in both the Eutaw and the 
Tombigbee Sand Group, but especially in the former, which fur- 
nishes the source of by far the greater number of artesian wells in 
the State, in Lowndes ard Monroe counties. It is between the 
Bolid, blue and reddish clays of this group, in the intervening gray 
sands, that the head of water which enables the latter to run out 
at the mouth of the bores, is collected. While, however, there is 
considerable consistency in the depths of the wells, in the direction 
of the dip, there is much less regularity observed in tlie direction 
of the strike ; the strata evidently running out sometimes on the 
large scale, as they commonly do on the small. Almost all the 
waters of artesian and bored wells arc more or less limy, and lew 
if any arc free from iron in some form; sulphuretted hydrogen, too, 
is usually present. The springs flowing from the strata of the 
Eutaw Group in Tishomingo and Itawamba, are all more or less 
chalybeate and usually magnesian, but contain mostly chlorides and 
carbonates, and very little lime ; and the same is the case with 
those bored, and especially artesian wells, which touch little or 
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none of the calcareous Tombigbee Sand or Rotten Limestone. It 
is likely, therefore, that in most cases, the lime is imparted to these 
waters by standing in, or passing through, the calcareous strata 
which overlie the water-bearing formation. 

15(5. In the bored wells in which the water is stationary, the 
iron is usually contained as proto-carbonate, which is soon precep- 
itated by the air, lorming a dark brown scum or sediment on the 
bucket. In some of the artesian wells, however (as in the case of 
Gen. R. Davi.s', at Aberdeen), there is proto-sulpbate of iron, pro- 
ducing a yellowish brown sediment of basic persulphate. Perhaps 
the iron is in most cases contained originally as proto-sulphate, 
derived from the "sulphur balls" occurring in the dark-colored 
clays, and is thereafter translbrmed into carbonate, and partially 
precipitated, by the contact with the carbonate of lime. Si)me 
wat rs derived from the Eutaw Group contain a large amount of 
silica ; as for instance, that of Dr. Rabb's well at Columbus, which 
incrusfs tumblers immersed in it with a firmly adhering, brown 
film. When the surface thus coated is heated with hydrochloric 
acid, the iron is removed and a whitish film remains, which is 
soluble in potash and insoluble in salt of phosphorus. 

The elevated portion of the strata which furnish the water of 
the Columbus and Aberdeen wells, is doubtless to be sought in the 
high ridges bordering on the Buttahatchie and" Looxapalila ; 
although these show on their surface, and sometimes at great depths, 
nothing more than Orange Sand strata. 

Pew wells are sunk in the Tombigbee Sands alone ; they have 
very limy water. 

157. On the territory of the Rotten Limestone, little water is to 
be found, unless in surface tanks, or by passing through the whole 
stratum, into the Tombigbee Sand, or Eutaw Group. Locally, 
however, small water-bearing strata have occasionally been struck 
within the Rotten Limestone. Thus at Okalona, at75 feet, water 
excessively limy and with little rise, and insufBcient in quantity, 
was obtained. At Houston and Sparta the same thing, happens 
(H2:i), the water at the latter place being in some cases a perfect 
ley of gypsum and Epsom salt. For a supply of water in the 
prairie region, therefore, the alternative generally lies between deep 
bored wells and cisterns; unless indeed, as on Kilgore's Ridge, 
there should be a mass of Orange Sand of sufficient thickness, 
overlying the rock. 

158. On the territory of the Ripley Group, there is little diffi- 
culty about water. In the first place, springs are abundant. Orange 
Sand very commj^nly forms the higher portions of the ridges, while 
the cretaceous marls underlie as an impervious statum ; finally, 
good water (though somewhat limy) may frequently be struck in 
the strata of the Ripley Group themselves. Such is the casein 
Tippah, where the calcareous sirataof the Ripley Group are passed 
through at 40 to 70 feet, into water-bearing sand. So also, the 
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sandy strata intervening between the ledges of limestone, in Pon- 
totoc and Chickasaw, are frequently water-hearing, so that in the 
meridian of the town of Pontotoc, watei is generally obtained 
between ledges of lime^itone at depths between 70 and 130 feet ; 
the water rising 20 to 40 feet from the bottom of the well. The 
water of these wells, also, is frequently snlphureous and chalybeate, 
and springs of the same character are abundant in numerous local- 
ities on the territory of the Ripley Group. 



THE TERTIARY FORMATIONS. 



159. Byf.irthe greater portion of the State of Mississippi is 
occupied by deposits of the tertiary age, if we leave out of coa- 
sideratiou the strata of the Orange Sand, which undeniably forms 
the greater portion of tlie actual surface. 

The position of the Tctiary strata appears to be more or less in 
conformity with that of the cretaceous beds. It certainly is so ia 
the southern portion of the State, where their dip is distinctly 
southwg,rd. Whetlier or not the same is true in reference to the 
strata occupying the northern portion of the State, I have thus far 
been unable to determine, in consequence both of the rare accessi- 
bility of the strata, and of their character. If, however, any 
.westerly dip exists in tlie tertiary strata of N. Mississippi (as is 
the case in the cretaceous strata) it is certainly much less than that 
of the latter. 

The tertiary of Missi.-<sippi exhibits, essentially, three different 
facies, viz : That of lignififerous clavs and sands, varying in color 
from black to brown, blue, green, yellow, gray and almost white, 
with remains of vegetables ; that of siliceous sandstones and 
claystones with marine fossils ; and that of limestones and 
calcareous marls, with marine fossils. 

160. The several marine stages are in most cases separated by 
intervening strata of dark colored, often lignilic clays, as above 
mentioned ; moreover, both the base and the top of the older 
tertiary are formed by strata of this character, of considerable 
thickness. Small e-tuary deposits of niariu' fossils are occasionally 
found in the Lignitic strata: and oice versa, small masses of 
^ignitic deposits sometimes occur in the calcareous tertiary, as they 
do in the upper cretaceous formation. Chemically, the Lignitic 
strata are characterized (with very rare exceptions) by the absence 
of the carbonate of lime, and the presence, per contra, of sulphate 
of lime or gypsum in its vario is forms, usually accompanied by 
sulphate of magne-^ia. or Kpsom salt, ar-.d cjmmon salt ; while these 
ingredients are alinost enfiiely absent from the marine Tertiary.* 

161. The following general section of the Tertiary of Mississippi will serve 
to show its prominent traits, as far as ascertained up to the present time. The 
approximate thickness given may be taken as minima, which are often greatly 
exceeded. 



*1 shall not include, for the present, in the general remarks on the tertiary of 
Missis.sippi, the imperfectly known strata of the Sea-Coast, which may be 
Pliocene or Post-pliocene, and will be treated of at the conclusion of the 
description of the more ancient Tertiary. 
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GENERAL SECTION OF THE TERTIARY STRATA OF MISSISSIPPI. 



150 



80 



12 



20 



NAME, CHAEACTER AND FOSSILS. 



Grand Gulf Stage, or Sodthern- Lignitio. — White or gray 
sandstones, usually soft ; black, blue, green and gray clays and 
.sands, with small Lignite beds, tree palnas, exogenous trees, 
Arimditiaceae. 



10 



80 



VicKSBnEQ Stage, — 1. Crystalline limestones and blue mails, 
with Ostrea Vickshurgensis, 0. gigantea, Cardium diversnm, Area 
Mississippiensis, Navicula Miss., N. lima, Crassatella Miss., Den- 
talium Miss., Panopaea ohlo'ngata, Falgorario. Miss., Cypr.en lintea, 
Madrepora Miss., Peden Pouhoni, Orbitoides Mantelli. 

2. Ferruginous rock of Red Bluff, with Plagiostoma dumosum?, 
Fulgnrana Miss., Mitra Miss., Busyconspiniger, Conussauridms, 
Eostellaria velata, Cas.ndaria Untea, Madrepora (all. to M Miss ), 
Dentaliiim thalloides, Trocliitu trochiformis, Natica Vicksh., Flahel- 
lum Wailesii, Osteodes n. sp., Venericardia planicosta, V. rotunda, 
Gypricardia. sp., and many peculiar species. 



LiGNiTic Clat and Lignite, at Vicksburs, and N. of Brandon. 



Jackson Stage. — White (often indurate) and blue m;irls, with 
Venericardia planicosta, Bostellaria velata, Oardiurn Nicolleti, Cor- 
hula hicarinata, Leda mtiUilineaia, Oypraea fenestralis, Cmnis tw- 
t'lis, Qastridium vetustum, Mdra MilVngtoni, M. dumosn. Valuta 
dumosa, Morio Petersoni, Umbrella planulata, Osteodes irroratus, 
Maldlam, Wailesii, Tiochita alta, Zeuglodon macrospondylus. 



Lignitio Clay and Lignite, at Jackson, Garlandsville, Coonupy Cr. 



Claiborne Stage. — A. Calcareous. — White (sometimes indurate) 
and blue marls, with Ostrea sellaeformis, 0. divaricaia, 0. pamla, 
Venericardia planicosta, V. rotunda, Eostellaria velata, Monoceros 
pyruloides, M. fusiformis, Orhis rotella, Natica gihbosa, Anolax 
gigantea, Oliva Alabameiisis, Marginella larvata. 

h. Lignitio Clays and Sands of N. Clarke county ? 

B. Sdiceous Claiborne. — S. Neshoba, N. Newton, S. Lauderdale, 
I N. Clarke ; sandstones and claystones with Veucricardiaplanicosta, 
I V. rotunda, Monoceros, Pyrula, Valuta pt'f-osa, Corbala gibbosa. 

1 LiGNiTic OF N. Lauderdale ! , Neshoba. Dark brown and yel- 
425 low clays and sands with Lignite — sometimes obscure casts of shells. 
I ? Lignitio of N. Mississitpi : 

a. Gray clays and sands of Tippah, sometimes transformed into 
1 red shale, with Quercus n. sp., Carya n. sp., Populus rhomhoidea. 

Populus n. sp., Morus?, Ficus lanceolata, Heer'?, Laurus n. sp., 
Peraea n. sp., Cornus sericca?, Olca Americana!, Bhavwiis n. sp., 
Terminnlia 2 ii. sp.. Magnolia rotunJifolia Lesqx.!, 3/. acuminata 
MicHX.!, Dryandroides?, Rhus. 

b. Gray clays of Lafayette and Calhoun, with Sabal. Cinuarno- 
mum, Quercus, Ficus?, Smilax ■' 

c. Gray clays and sands of Winston, with Cycas, !S>uila.i:? 

d. Small estuarian deposits of sandstone with marine shells. 
Tippah : Venericardiaplanicosta, Cardium Nicolleti, Troclms, Ostrea. 
Shongalo : Ostrea divaricata, Solarium, Voluta petrosa, Veneri- 
cardia rotunda, Tarritellavetusta, Lea?. Cardium Nicolleti, Nautihis 
zigzag . 
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lG;i. The oiil>' iloubt as to the stratigraphical ponitiou of thu members of this 
series, exits with reference to the strata desigjiated as the Lignitic of North 
Mississippi. The couformation of the surface,, the scarcity of fossil, remains, and 
the variabihty of the strata, both as to thickness and lithological character, render 
a direct determination of the stratigraphical relations between this group and 
the calcareous tertiary, extremely difficult. While there can be no doubt 
whatsoever, as to the position of stratum No. 1, the equivalence of No._ 1* to the 
same still remains to be proven by a comparijjon of the respective floras, for 
which, thus far, the materials are incomplete. For the determinations of genera 
and species of plants given in the table, I am indebted to the kindness of Leo 
Lesqiicreux, Esq., of Columbus, Ohio. Thus far, however, only the fossils of 
locality a (Red Shale) have been specially studied by him., and it remains 
doubtful how far the floras of the respective districts may be related. Although 
not su.sceptiblc, at present, of strict, direct stratigraphical proof, the probable 
equivalence of the lignitic beds underlying the sihceous strata of the Claiborne 
age, in Ltiudcrdale, and of those overlying the Upper Cretaceous in N. Mississippi 
certainly impresses itself strongly upon the mind of the observer in the field. 
Xn uninterrupted belt of lignitic strata, often outc^-opping, and always reached 
in wells, extends along the W. border of the cretaceous territory [where it 
gives I'ise to (lie Flatwoods (ijlOi),] from the Tennessee line to the northern 
border of the marine tertiary. The strata show no observable dip in this 
direction, until we reach the region last mentioned, where they disappear under 
the marine siliceous claystones and sandstones on the E. half of the tenitory, 
and under the calcareous marls on the W. . On the whole of this line, there is 
no more chai)i;e of litliolotjical character, than may be observed in almost. any 
single localitj' ; even to the minute particulais, the same phenomena which we 
saw in Tippah, Marshall, Pontotoc, Lafayette and Calhonn, ma)' be observed in 
Choctaw, Winston, Kemper and Lauderdale. 

163. Several of the plants from the red shale (locality a) determined by Mr. 
Lesquereux, are considered peculiar to the Miocene of Europe ; the rest appear 
to be analogous at least, and would therefore place the strata containing them 
above the marine tertiary of the State — assumed to be of eocene age, and cer- 
tainly not referrible to any newer stage, since it does not contain a single fossil 
identical with living species. — On tlie other hand, we find in N. Tippah, on the 
border of the cretaceous formation, a limited stratum of siliceous sajidBtone, 
undistinguishable, lithologically, from that found on the territory of the Siliceous 
Claiborne stage, underlaid and ovei-laid by gray Lignitic clays, similar in all res- 
pects to that of the rest of Tippah, and connected with the latter by numerous 
outcrops, although the stiatum is not strictly traceable. The rock meationed 
contains Veaericardia planicosta ! , Cardium Nkolleti '? , aad other fossils^ appa- 
rently peculiar ; whence it appears that this estuary deposit, at Least, is of 
eocene age — and with it, we should naturally presume, the rest of the lignitic 
clays of Tippah and Pontotoc, wlwsc highest strata frequently exhibit a kdgeof 
rock of a similar character, in which ill preserved remnants of marine fossils arc 
occasionally, though rarely, found, together with grains of greensand (1166). 
N'ear Shongalo, Carroll county, also, there occurs a deposit of marine origin, 
with fossils corresponding to the Glaihorne stage, which is Certainly Mriolerkid, 
and probably also oyerlaid by lignitic clays, the territory of which surrounds it 
on all sides (see map). The imperfect state of preservation of most of the fos- 
sils of the estuary deposit of Tippah, just mentioned, render its identification 
with any particular stage of the eocene somewhat diflicult. — It appear.*, how- 
ever, from extensive comparisons made by Prof, W. D. Moore, of the numberof 
ribs found in Vener icardia planicosta from different geological horizons, that the 
average number of ribs in that fossil decreises in proportion as, wo descend in 
the series ; as exhibited in the following table : 
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(Paris 36) 

Lower Vicksburg? stage 34 to 35 

Jackson eiage 31 lo 34 

Claiborne stage 26 to 30 (Conrad) 

Siliceous Claiborne (lower) 25 to 26 

The latter numbers (viz : 25 to 26j are also those of the fossil occurring in 

the estuary deposit of Tippah; afl'oiding an additional presumption in favor of 

the lower eocene age of the bed in question. 

Leaving open the question of the age of these Lignitic strata, until settled, 

perhaps, by a comparison of the floras, I shall comprehend under the head of 

the "Northern Lignitic", as a whole, all the beds (bund on the tenitory N. of 

the line of the marine Tertiary, and W. of the Cietaceous; 

L THE NORTHERN LIGNITIC GROUP. 

164. The territory occupied by this groap — marked on the map 
by the lighter sliade of biown — is generally hilly, with the excep- 
tion of the level belt immediately bordering on ihe cretaceous for- 
mation — the '"Post Oak Flatwoodf," which will be more f-pecially 
described in the Agricultural Report. In these, tlie material of 
the Lignitic formation itself (generally in a disintegrated condi- 
tion), forms the surface ; on the rest of the territory, the Orange 
Sand generally overlies the latter thickly, having been, as usual, 
deposited on a deeply denuded surfrice, whose hills and valleys 
cause great irregularity in the occurrence of outo ops, as well as 
uncertainty, in many cases, as to the very existence of the lignitic 
formation, unless accidentally demonstrated by deep borings. 
Nevertheless, there are extensive regions in which these strata 
appear at and above the level of the drainagCj forming the base of 
the hills, and the beds of the streams ; and being, very generally, 
the water-shedding stratum. 

165. In the Flatwoods, and the hills immediately adjoining them to the 
westward, the materia', of the formation is usually a hard, gray or whitish clay, 
sometimes laminated, but more usually of a. massy cleavage, with a tendency to 
conchoidal or nodular forms, which are conspicuous in most of the outcrops 
found on whitened hillsides in the Flatwoods. This clay shows but little ten- 
dency to disintegrate by the atmospheric agencies alone ; it does not "slake" 
readily, so long as it retains its original structure, and hence, it is very generally/ 
worn into genuine pebbles by the streams. When however, it has once been 
broken up and worked into a plastic mass by mechanical means (as for in- 
stance by denudation and re-deposition, or in roads), it resumes this condition 
with extraordinary lacility. Such is the nature of the surface material ol the 
Flatwoods, obviously derived from the (originally hard and intractable) clays of 
the underlying strata, which it covers to a depth of from two to ten feet, lorm- 
ing, to a great extent, both the soil and subsoil. These surface clays possess a 
cleavage strictly massy, the cleavage planes being generally of a reddish tint ; 
a rain tailing on tl is mass, instantly converts it into the toughest mud. This 
toughness is rarely imj aired through the presence of sand; the urcombined 
siliceous matter contained in the mass is usually in a state of fine division, and 
is to a great extent perhaps derived from subsequent infiltration with siliceous 
solutions, which evidently have been active within the mass alter its deposition. 
For not only do we often find the clay itself indurated into a claystone ot con- 
siderable hardness, through the intervention of a siliceous cement, but we fre- 
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quently meet, withia the mass, irregular veins and lenticular sheets of a very 
hard, gray or brown siliceous rock (at times almost a pure hornstone, at others 
consisting in part of clay), whose drusy, nodular surface plainly shows its origin. 

16(5. Stratified clay stones (6 to 18 mches in thickness) are of common 
occurrence at or near the top of the Lignitic strata of Tippah and Pontotoc, at 
no great distance from the border of the cretaceous formation. These clay- 
Btones sometimes ditfer from the clay itself in little else than their greater 
hardness, but usually they are somewhat sand/, and contain numerous black 
grains — in some instances, grains of greensaiul. Through these claystones, 
every degree of lithological transition from the pure, almost white clay, to the 
fossiliferous sandstone ot N. Tippah (11168) may be traced, and careful exami- 
nation wdl sometimes detect in ihem unequivocal remnants ot marine fossils. 
Such is the case with the (glauconiticl claystone overlying the lignitic clays at 
Mr. Broughei's place, S. 7, T. 5, R. 2 E., Tippah county, and at an outcrop a 
mile W. of Pontotoc. At the latter place a TarbinoUa ! and part of the nucleus 
ol a Natica ? was found, with other impressions too indistinct to be recognized ; 
at the former, the exterior cast of a small, deeply ribbed Venericardia f or Area f 

I have not met with any of these claystone.s on the territory of the Northern 
Lignitic S. of the outcrop mentioned, near the town of Pontotoc. Thence S. 
to the Succarnoche River, I have seen only the whitish "Flatwoods Clay ;" 
where the latter is massy or nodular, it rarely contains unequivocal signs of 
vegetable fossils. Westward of the Flatwoods proper, however, the clays are 
commonly laminated, less uniform in their character, and interstratified more or 
less with sand. Such usually are the clays associated with the lignite beds, 
and containing impressions of leaves ; nevertheless, the genuine "Flatwoods 
Clay" character frequently re-appears, locally, over the whole region. 

167. The greatest deversity of material generally obtains in connection with 
the Lignite beds. They are usually overlaid, and sometimes underlaid also, by 
yellow sands, or sandy clays, or numerous alternating layers of these materials, 
often strongly lignitic themselves, and correspondingly dark colored. On the 
other hand, pure, refractory, blue or green clay, of a massy cleavage, and void 
of sand, is sometimes found as.sociated with the lignite beds, and especially as 
forming the subjacent stratum. _5 

A special description of the lignite beds will be found under the head of the 
Useful Materials of this group (ir252, tf.). Within the light colored, laminated 
clays of this formation, are not unusually found rounded masses, Irom the size 
of a mans head to that of severil bu.shels, of a black substance so much resem- 
■ Ming ston -coal, as to render it undistinguishable, at times, even to a practised 
eye. It is a kind of bitumen, similar to that found sometimes in the Rotten 
Limestone ; in the fire it is semi-fused like Cannel coal, swells and burns with 
a brilliant, smoky flame, producing a light;, spongy coke, which burns with 
diflSeuity, leaving but very httle, white ash. A more eligible material for the 
manufacture of illuminating gas could scarcely be procured ; but thus far, no 
continuous deposit of thi-i substance has been discovered. Among the locali- 
ties where it has been found, I may mention : Mr. Brougher's place, S. 7, T. 5, 
R. 2 E., Tippah county ; Dr. John Thompson'.-t, S. 8, T. 12, R. 2 E., Calhoun 
county; Mr. Madison Carr's, S. 6, T. 11, R. 5 W.,Yallabusha county ; between 
Sun Creek and Trim Cane Creek, in Mr. Dillon's neighborhood, Ocktibbeha 
■county. 

168. Localities of the Northern Lignitic Group. — Near Mr. David Reeve's, 
8. 36, T. 1, R. 3 E., N. Tippah county, we obtain, along the bed of a branch, the 
following section : 
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(Sec. 16.) 
SECTION OF THE LIGNITIC STRATA, AT D. EEEVE'S, N. TIPPAH. 



.-- 


i4 


CHAEACTEE OF STKATA. 


6 
5 


Orange Sand — Hilltops. 


i-r-i 


1? 


Bed Shale, noii-lbssiliferouS. 


4 




4? 
2 

1 


Gray laminated claj", washing into pebbles — non- 
fossiliferous. 


3 






1 1 


Clay-sandstone, spotted blue and yellow, with gr^en- 
sand dots. Vmericardia plam'cosfa, Cardium Nicol- 
-leti?, Trochus, Ostrea, etc. 


2 

1 


1 i i 




Gray laminated clay.s — not visible at the outcrop, but 
struck in wells in the neighborhood, after passing 
through the rooks; below the clay, white, water-bearing ^ 
sand. 















The precise thickness of Nos. 3 and 4 could not be ascertained, from the 
overlying detritus. No. 4 is precisely similar to the fossiliferous shale at 
Hurley's schoolhouse (11170, Sec. 17, No. 2), but like the underlying clay, of 
which it is probably a metamorphosis (1141), is without fossils. The same rock, 
as No. 2 of the preceding section, occurs on a ridge on the E. side of Muddy Creek, 
on SS. 16 and 17, T. 2, R. 4 E. Here a ledge quite similar to that at Eevees' 
but with only here and there an imperfect fossil, appears on the summit of the 
ridge, jutting out in an abrupt hillock at its northern end, wience it dips south- 
ward and crops out on the hillside for a mile, disappearing about 30 feet below 
the summit of the ridge, which consists of Orange Sand. A Iqiprer ridge, inter- 
vening between the one just mentioned, and Muddy Cre^k, shows bald hilltops 
consisting of a tough gray clay soil, underlaid by gray laminated clay. 

169. In the country on the heads of Muddy Creek, Wolf Eiver and Tippah 
Creek, in TT. 2 and 3, ER. 2 and 3 E., outcrops of the gray nodular "Flat- 
woods Clay" are very common on the hillsicjes, which often appear quite similar, 
at first sight, to the " bald prairie spots" of the Rotten Limestones country. Several 
outcrops of this kind occur on the Ripley and Salem roads, and they are com- 
mon in the bluffs of streams. On S. 29, T. 3, R. 3 E., (Squire Street's) there is a 
bed of lignite — which, however, I had no opportunity of observing peraonally. 
In townships 4, 5 and 6, ranges 1 and 2 E. (S. W. Tippah), we generally. find 
the clays laminated rather than nodular, frequently inters tratified with sand, and 
rarely destitute of vegetable remains — which, however, as a general thing, are 
poorly preserved. Characteristic outcrops of this kind occur on Ocklimita Creek. 
Thus on S 33, T. 5, R. 1 B., near Hickory Flat, there is a bluff about 70 feet 
high, which consists of alternating strata, from J^ inch to 2 feet in thickness, of 
gi-ay and brown clay, sand, and sandy clay ; the whole overlaid by a few feet of 
Orange Sand. The strata here show a slight westward dip ; in a small outcrop 
on S. 35, the dip is 15 deg. W. b S. — which is probably, however, owing to a 
local fault. — Higher up on the Ocklimita, above the crossing of the Hickory Flat 
and Ripley road (about S. 8, T. 5, R. 3 E.) the bluffs exhibit the following section ; 
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(Sec. 17.) 
SECTION AT A BLUFF ON OCKLIMITA CREEK, W. TIPPAH. 







O 


CHAEACTER OF STRATA. 


6 
4 


: — \ _^ 


15 

to 
20 

to 

r 

6 




Orange and Yellow Sand, with ferruginous 
sandstone and large pieces of silicified wood. 


6 


Small fragments of silicified wood, imbedded in 
a soft mass consisting ol sand and comminuted 
silicified wood. 


3 

~2 




Large white quartzite pebbles, with sand. 






Gray clayey sand, with traces- of fossil leaves. 


1 


• • • 


• • • 





Large fragments of silicified wood, the centre of which is black, lie in the bed 
of the creek ; whether derived from stratum No. 1, or from the sand above, 
does not appear. 

170. About 2 miles E. of this locality, at Hurley's schoolhouse, on a ridge, we 
obtain the following section : 

(No. 18.) 

SECTION AT HURLEY'S SCHOOLHOUSE, W. TIPPAH. 





B 
» 

H 
tt 


CHAEACTER OF STKATA. 


d 

S5 


. . . .* 


15 


Orange Rand hilltops, with the common ferruginous 
sandstone, atd a few fragments of the white siliceous 
rock with fissures resembling grass leaves. 


3 


i 1 


3 


Fine grained red shale, hard, with impressions of 
leaves an the cleavage planes — Salishuria, Populus 
rhomhoidea. Moms, Ficus, Laurus, Olea Americana, 
Comus sericea, Ehamnus, Terminalia, Magnolia 
rotundifolia, Lesqx., M. aecuminafa, Micnx., Jihus, 
Qaerais, Carya. 


2 
1 


1 1 1 


1 1 






Blue clay, similar to e of Diag. No. 6 ; forming 
the body of the ridge. 









j\ocnrding to 0. Davis, Esq , ol Kipley, red leaf-bearing shales, probably of 
a. similar character, occur on S. 8, T. 2, H. 2 E., about 5 miles S. E. of Spring 
Hill, 1 ippah county ; fragments of a similar rock 1 have olserved myself; N. of 
Tippah fVeek, in T. 4, R. 1 E. H. A. Gwyn, Esq., of Saulsbury, Tenn., 
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possesses fine specimens of leaves occurring in a red, micaceous, schistose sand- 
stone, near Gov. Matthews' place, in N. B. Marshall county. Of the 
precise position of the rook in these localities, I am not informed. All of 
them are probably metamorphoses of different materials of the Lignitic forma- 
tion, by means of ferruginous solutions derived from the Orange Sand. 

171. The following section, from a bluff in T. G, B. 1 E., on the Corners- 
ville and Hickory b'lat road, as well as that mentioned as occurring near the 
latter place on Ocklimita Creek, will give a fair idea of the character of the 
outcrops observed in S. W. Tippah and S. E. Marshall. 

(Sec. 19.) 

SECTION OF LIG-NITE STRATA, PEOM AN OUTCROP IN T. 6, K. 1 B,, 

TIPPAH COUNTY. 





m 
6 


tn 
S 
M 
o 


CHARACTEK OF STEATA. 

Gray sandy clay with conchoidal cleavage, non- 
fossiliferous. 


d 


• 


S 




1 
8 


o 


Black laminated clay with impressions of loaves, 
and a seam of hgnite at the base. 


2 


1 




Blue massy clay, non-fossiliferous, same as No. 
1 of Sec. 18, and lowest stratum of Diag. No. 5. 














1 













This eection also represents faithfully numerous outcrops in S. Lafayette, and 
N. Calhoun counties — some section^, however, exhibit nothing but sharp, 
yellow sand, with faint impressions of leaves. The region in which the above 
section occurs, is remarkable for the number and large size of the ferruginous 
nodules occurring on the sm-face of the formation (T[42); silicified truftks, also 
being very common in the same position, and remarkable for the perfect preser- 
vation of their vegetable structure. 

172. At Rocky Ford, Pontotoc county, the S. bank of the Tallahatchie River 
contains an exposure of about 12 feet of black, very micaceous, sandy, laminated 
clay, passing in spots into a soft micaceous sandstone. In the upper portion of 
this mass (which is overlaid by Orange Sand capped with white siliceous sand- 
stone — 1l58) there are large, flattened ferruginous nodules. 

The outcrops in ranges 1 E. and 1 W., in Pontotoc and Lafayette, are merely 
repetitions of those just mentioned, while E. 2 B. is occupied chiefly by the 
Flatwoods. W. Marshall, and N. and W. Lafayette, exhibit chiefly the Orange 
Sand strata, though here and there a deep well reaches the " black dirt," 
yielding fetid water. In S. Lafayette, however, on the waters of the Yockeney- 
Patafa, the lignite formation is well developed ; as also in Calhoun and E. 
Yallabusha. The following section occurring on the Yockeney River, S. T. 
9, R. 3 W., will serve to characterize the strata of that region : 
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(Sec. 20.) 
SECTION AT PRICE'S OLD MILL, ON THE YOCKBNEY RIVEE. 





Eh 


W 
o 

M 


CHARACTER OF STRATA. 


6 
5 


: : : : 




Orange Sand — hilltops.. 




12 
to 
16 




Sandy transition layer, with ferruginous nodules. 


4 




Whitish clay of nodular cleavage (" Flatwoods 
Clay") without leaves ; passing into 




. . . 


Dark colored, bluish clay, thickly laminated, with 
obscure remnants of leaves. 








5 5 


1 


•J 


Dark colored, fetid, lignitic clay, with seams of 
lignite. 


3 




8 
to 
10 




Black clay, somewhat sandy, with traces of 
leaves. 


2 








5 5 






Lignite — thickness not ascertained — ^bed of river. 


1 



Lower down, ou Dr. John Taylor's land, S. 30, T. 9, R. 3 W., the lignite 
crops out, 2 to 3 feet thick, a little above the bed of the river, which is formed 
by a tenacious blue clay — probably No. 1 of See's 18 and 19. 

173. Higher up, also, on the lieads of the Yockeney, lignite is found. A bed 
said to be 8 feet thick occurs at Mr. Vineyard's, S. 1, T. 10, R. 1 W. ; it is found 
in wells in T. 9, K. 2 W., and also on branches of Potlockney Creek, in'T. 10, 
R. 2 W., where I have had an opportunity of examining it. It crops out in 
bluffs and gullies on Hughes' branch, on S. 8, T. 10, R. 2 W., overlaid by some 
30 feet (as far as visible) of sharp yellow sand with ferruginous veins. The 
sand, which is evidently a member of the lignite group, occurs in many bluffs 
in the neighborhood, and sometimes contains impressions of leaves. In a branch 
near Mr. S. Ragland's, on S. 9, T. 10, R. 2 W., there is an outcrop of great 
interest, of which Diagram No. 5 will convey an idea. 

The stratum of greenish-yellow sand at a contains impressions of leaves, 
chiefly of a Ginnamomum not unlike the Sassafras, c is a bed of yellowish 
white clay of irregular, or thickly laminated cleavage, containing numerous 
leaves of a Sahal, also a variety of other, chiefly dicotyledonous plants, among 
which a Qiiercus and Finis?, which seem to be identical with species found in 
the red shale of Tippah. In the yellow sand at d, immediately overlying the 
clay stratum, there occur large billets of sihcified wood, the interior of which 
is black. The bed of the branch on the N. half of the bluff, is formed by blue 
clay e, of massy cleavage, similar to No. 1 of See's 18 and 19, which appears to 
underlie horizontally. The N. dip of the strata of the outcrop seems, therefore, 
to be owing to a fault or landsUde. The yellow fossiliferous sand found in other 
localities in the vicinity, is high above the level of the leaf-bearing clay stratum 
of this diagram. 

In the sands just mentioned, there frequently occur ferruginous, rust-colored 
stripes, which at first sight appear to be stratification lines, since they very 
commonly run parallel to the latter. Sometimes, however, these stripes exhibit 
fa;nciful undulations and contortions, and would lead the observer to suppose 
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that the stratification is exceedingly irregular, 
but for the fact that they may at times be found 
crossing the true stratification lines. The 
dotted lines in the accompanying diagram exhibit 
these stripes, h is two masses of gray sandy 
clay vertically laminated, imbedded in regularly 
stratified sand. 

In the same township (T. 10, R. 2 W.) lignite 
has been struck in numerous wells ("[[2G3). 

174. Outcrops siinilai- to tliusu e.xtiibi- 
ted in rf. W Tippali and S. Lafayette 
(see sections 19 and 20) are of constant 
occurrence in K. Calhoun. 

These strata are, of course, frequently struck 
in wells, and are known under various names, 
as black or blu« "dirt" or "mud"; leaves referred 
by the people to various living trees, also "palra 
leaves" {Sabal), and even "acorns" and 
" hickory-nuts" have been often reported as 
having been found. The wells at and near 
Sarepta, especially, have furnished many ex- 
amples of this kind ; no specimens of which, 
unfortunately, have been preserved. In a well 
on S. 28, T. 11, R. 1 W. (Mr. Hunter's), there 
was found, besides the leaf bearing stratum, a 
trunk of a tree, round, but lignitized. 

175. I have not personally examined the 
portion of Calhoun county lying S. of Loosha- 
Scoona Riv^r, but according to all accounts, its 
geological phenomena do not difl'er essentially 
from those jusc described N. of the Scoona. 
According to L. Harper, the lignite stratum 
which crops out near the town of Pittsboro, has 
there in some wells been found to be 30 feet 
in thickness. — The most westerly range of 
townships in Chickasaw county, is occupied 
almost entirely by the Flatwoods, with their 
characteristic materials, described above. 

The E. portion of Choctaw county is in most 
respects a copy of Calhoun and S. E. Lafayette, 
though qn the whole the Orange Sand ridges, 
underlaid by the lignitic strata, are lower, and 
the soil more fertile, pine being usually absent ; 
here also, the line of the lignitic strata is 
generally marked on the hillsides, by ferruginous 
nodules. Outcrops of dark colored, laminated 
clays occ a r near Bellelontaine; also one of a bed 
of lignite ; the same strata are struck in wells, 
and in ona of theo, a round lignitized trunk 
was found. S.licifijd wimd is abundant in the 
overlying Orange Stnd strata. On the higher 
ridges, such as that on which Greensboro' is 
situated, wells 40 to 60 feet deep still remain 
within the'' Orange Sxnd ; but S, of Greensboro', 
on the Liankiton road, and at tlie latter place 
itself, tlie -Lignitic stiatu, of the same facies as 
those seen in N. Cilhoun, are near the surface 
and crop out in the branches, although 1 have not 
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ascertaiued the occuvience of lignite proper iu thiu immediate neighborhood. 
Beds of lignite occuv, however, eastward ot Bankston, in seyeral looalities (1[265), 
forming generally the water-shedding stratum. While (;he lignite at Mr. 
Bridges' is solid and show.s woody structure, being evidently derived .from 
forest trees, that in Mr. Wood's neighborhood seems to be composed of indefi- 
nitely shaped fragments of wood, roots and loaves, chiefly endogenous — the 
deposit perhaps of a bog or swamp, intermingled with clay, and crumbling to 
pieces in drying. In both places, the lignite stratum is oveilaid by gray clayey 
sand with bits of leaves, similar to that observed on OcklimilaCreek, (No. 1 of 
Sec. 17, If 169). Silicified wood is very common in the Orange Sands of the 
region. To the eastward, in Ocktibbeha county, the flatwoods are said to present 
precisely the same feaiures as further ISf. 

, 176. The mineral waters at Black's Wells, Chocktilw cgui (y are derived from 
divers dark colored clays and sands overlying a lignite St.atum, which was 
struck and passed through — 4 feet thick — in deepening a well which at first 
yielded a strong sulphur water ; the latter suddenly disappeared, during a 
thunderstorm, leaving freestone water behind. In spite of lepeatcd borings all 
around the well, the sulphureous vein has not as yet been recovered. 

The whole of Winston county, as well as N. Is'eshoba, appears to be under- 
laid by a stratum^ — or perliaps several-r-of lignite, ol very variable thickness ; 
firom 2 to 12, on an average, 4 to 5 (eet. In N. W. Winston, this stratum is 
found in wells, overlaid by sand and leal-bearing clays of irregular cleavage, 
similar to that found on Ragland's branch (iyl73). — A good locality for obtaining 
specimens of the fossil flora, is at Mr. Wm. R. Coleman's mill, near New Pros- 
pect P. O., on S. 35, T. 17, R. 10 B., where the bluff of the pond consists of 
yellowish, somewhat sandy clay of irregular cleavage, in which the leaves occur 
as impressions of a deep brown tint. Here the leaves of a Cycas !, a Smilax ? 
and other plants are abundant (Locality c. of General Section). 

177. On the heads of the Noxubee River, in N. E. Winston, lignite is also 
abundant ; it is found in wells, crops out in the branches, and on hillsides — 
which wou'd seem to make proiable the esistence of several successive strata 
of this material. A few years ago, a bed of lignite which cropped out on both 
slopes of a ridge, about 5 miles'E. N. E. of New Prospect, took fire from the 
burning of the woods, and kept burning for twelve months, during which time, 
the "burning hill" was quite an attraction ibr the curious. 

At Louisville, shallow wells are obtained in the Orange Sand before reaching 
the lignite strata ; the deeper wells, however, pass through gray and black clays 
and beds of lignitic 2 to 10 feet thick ; hgnitized trunks retaining their rounded 
riiape, have also been found in the region. Fine impressions of leaves are fre- 
quently found in these wells ; in one dug at the residence of G. G. Sre lecor, 
Esq., of Louisville, a stratum of grayish-red, fine-grained lock, 8 feet thick, 
was found at 28 feet, most of the overlying material being gray clayey sand 
of a laminated structure. The rock resembles closely the ferruginous shale 
of Hurley's Schoolhouse (11170) and contains beautiful impressions of exogen- 
ous leives. 

178. In S. E. Winston, S. W Noxubee, and N. W^ Kemper, high ridges of 
Orange Sand conceal entirely the Lignitic (brniaticn, until we reach the slope 
■which descends into the Flatwoods, where lignitic cla\ s are met with half-way 
up the hillside, with ferruginous nodules, etc., but no lignite. The character 
«f the Flatwoods, however, is the same as ever. Similarly we see the lignitic 
clays outcropping on (he E. slope of the DeKalb ridge, and accoiding (oL. Hiirper, 
a bed of lignite 3 to 4 feet thick crops out a few miles N. W. of DeKalb ; but on 
that ridge itself nothing but Orange Sand is to be seen for some distance S. of 
Dekalb. On the waters of Patickfaw Creek, however, daik colored clays iippear 
on the hillsides, with ferruginous nodules. Near Blackwater P. 0, a soft 
yellow sandstone containing white shells, was said to Lave been struck at 40 
feet, in a well ; the ledge wag a few feet in thickness, bdeiv it "black mud' 
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appeared and at 60 feet water was obtained in sand. Lignite is said to be found. 
in the neighborhood in several places. At Daleville, lignitic clays are near the 
surface, and appear, more or less, all the way to Marion, Lauderdale county, 
where we reach the northern edge of the marine Tertiary, as given on the map. 
On Sowashee Creek, 2>^ miles N. of Marion, we find on a hillside the following 
section : 

(Sec. 21.) 

SECTION ON SOWASHEE CEEEK, LAUDERDALE COUNTY. 
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Orange Sand — hilltop — with a log of silicified 
wood. 
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Greenish-yellow sand, sharp, somewat lami- 
nated ; gradually passing into the upper strata. 
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Layer of ferruginous nodules. | 4 j 
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Gray laminated clay, alternating with sand. 
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Earthy lignite. 
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Gray laminated clay alternating with sand. 
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Silicified wood is very common all over N. Lauderdale. 

179. The fossiliferous sandstone containing Venericardiaplanicosta, Moiwceros, 
and other fossils of the Claiborne Group, is found on or near the summit of the 
ridge at Marion ; while wellsdug on the ridge penetrate into lignitic clays and 
lignite beds. In a deep cut on the N. E. & S. W. Alabama E. R., E. of 
Marion, on Mr. Spear's contract, the Lignitic formation underlying the fossilife 
rous sandstone, exhibits the following section : 
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(Sec. 22.) 
SECTION AT SPEAR'S CUT, LAUDERDALE COUNTY. 
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Loam and Orange Sand, with ferruginous 
nodules below. 
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Yellow, sandy, laminated clay. 
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Mass}^, yellow and whitish sand, with ferrugin- 
ous dots. 
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Blue clayey sand, on exposure becoming 
covered with persulphate of iron. Upper portion 
yellow, in thin layers, with a fluted exposure. 
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Massy, gray, sandy and micaceous clay, lignitic 
above, and sometimes containing casts of a 

Venericardia ? 


5 


5 5 




10 


Solid Lignite. 
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Gray laminated clayey sand, with specks of 
lignite, fragments of branches, etc. In its upper 
portion becomes strongly lignitic. 
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Lig-nite. 
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Bluish clayey sand, alternating with layers of 
" Platwoods Clay." In this bed there occur at 
times large nodules of gray, radially crystallized 
calcareous spar. No fossils. 
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In a well bored at Marion Station, 2 miles W. of Marion, on the M. and 0. E. 
R,, strata similar to these were penetrated for 435 feet, when a ledge of hard 
sandstone 18 inches thick was struck, then 1 foot of bluish sand, then 1 inch of 
hard rock, then bluish clayey sand with comminuted shells — a sandy marl — 
and thereafter at 450 feet a bed of shells — chiefly oysters, judging by the 
fragments — in loose siliceous sand, about 5 feet thick ; then blue clayey sand to 
475 feet, when a very micaceous sand was bored up, to 480 feet. The material 
before me is insufBcient to determine whether or not these shells are tertiary ; 
but it is likely that they should be so, since the cretaceous formation (which 
might have been reached here) in this latitude, and far above, shows no trace of 
similar materials. 

180. Of the geology of Neshoba county, I possess but few data — derived, in 
part, from a hasty trip in autumn 1855, the field notes of which, with others, 
have disappeared. The Orange Sand formation is said to be very largely 
developed N. of Pearl River, forming solne of the highest ridges in the State. I 
have reliable information, however, of the existence of lignite beds and "black 
dirt" in the N. part of this county ; while in the S. portion, we find a yellow or 
white, soft sandstone, sometimes showing transitions into •laystone, in whicEi 
fossils of the Claiborne stage appear (irlSO^ ). Its resemblance to the fossilife- 
rous rocks both of S. Lauderdale, and Tippah, is very striking. 
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Of Leake county I know nothing as yet, save that in its N. W. corner, near 
Thomastown (as in a large portion, at least, of Attala county), fetid gray clays, 
yielding saline anl purgative waters, often impregnated with sulphuretted 
hydrogen, are found in wells at no gre.it depth (30 to 50 feet). The same is true 
of the adjoining portions of Midison county, where, although outcrops are very 
scarce, I have hid the opportunity of examining the miteria! freshly dug from 
wells— is at Mr. R. A. McMillans, S. 33, T. 13, R. 5 E , where at 28 feet, 
baneath the Orange Sind, fetid laminated clays of various dark tints, with vesti- 
ges of leaves, and small crystals of gypsum — interstratified, more or less, with 
dark-colored smds, were struck, and water obtained in a stratum of black 
Band at 47 feet. The material is absolutely identical with that observed at 
Vaiden, in the deep cut (IflSS), and the same is found only a few feet beneath 
the surface, in mxny points in N. Holmes, e. g., at Rockport. 

181. Further K , we tind ins3veralcuts on the N. O., J. and G. N. R. R. (e. g. 
on S. 29, T. 12, R. 5 E ), dark colored, fetid clays, charged with iron pyrites, 
and containing numorous small layers and veins of glossy lignite. Where these 
clays are expose 1 to the atmosphere, they speedily become covered with a white 
efflorescence, which sonietimes also appears in fields, on the surface soil, — a 
mixture chiefly of copperas,, alum, and gypsum. — The same strata arj struck in 
wells, and give rise, probably, to the mineral waters of the "Artesian Springs." 
No regular beds of true lignite, so far as known, have been struck in this region, 
but such beds are found in Yazoo (according to L. Harper), W. Holmes, Carroll, 
Tallabushi and Panola, an 1 probably also in DeSoto county. Of the Lignitic 
formition, as it exists in the country bordering on the M'ssissippi bottom, I 
cannot speak from personal observation. According to information obtained from 
intelligent inhabitants, and observations quoted in various places in L. Harper's 
Report, the character of the lignitic strata of that region coincides closely with 
that observed further E , and it would seem that through the counties of Marshall, 
Lafayette, Yallabusha, Carroll and Madison, an immediate connection of the 
Lignitic of the interior with that of the Mississippi bluff, can be traced. In a 
single locility (S. 27, T. 9, R. 4 W., Yazoo county), an outcrop mentioned by 
L. Harper (Report, p. 188) offers a phenomenon not observed elsewhere, viz : a 
stratum of lignite unierlaid by pebbles; on the strength of which, he considers 
the whole of the Northern Lignitic as being geologically connected with the 
Orange Sand — to which, for the rest, it shows no more special relation than to 
any of the other formations of the State. He does not describe the character of 
the pebbles, nor does it appear that special care was taken to ascertain beyond a 
doubt, the important fact that the pebbles were in their original place, and that a 
case like that figured by him on p. 50 (cipied from my field notes) was out of 
question. Siliceous pebbles, however, occur in the fossiliferous sandstones of 
S. Ne-ihoba ;~so that, even if the facts as alleged by L Harper should be 
sub^tantially correct, they would prove nothing against the probable supposition 
of the equivalence of the lignite stratum of the Mississippi bluff to those of E. 
Mississippi. They may, nevertheless prove to be an independent formation. — 
Oak and hickory leaves, and acorns associated with fragments of lijnito, are 
said to have been found in wells in W. Panola, Carroll and W. Holmes; the 
same has been the cise in N. Marshall and in DeSoto, in several localities. 
Generally, however, the Orange Sand, represented largely by the pebble beds, 
appears to be the prevalent formation even to great depths, in this region. 

182 Tne character of the formation in E. Yallabusha has already been men- 
tioned (irl74) as being similar to that of N. Calhoun. In the central portion 
(N. and S ) of the county, lignite does not seem to occur; gray or white clays, 
laminated, and more or less sandy and micaceous — often resembling, at fli-st 
8i.;ht, the Rotten Limestone, and not unfrequenilv claimed as such bv the inhab- 
itants — and gray sand, form the usual material of the outcrops, which are by oo 
means abundant. W. of Water Valley, in Mr. Madison Carr's neighborhood, 
white laminated clay appears on hillsides falling off towards Otuckalofa Creek ; 



Iltb] LTGNITIC OF YALLABUSHA — CARROLL. 12] 

. in bluffs on the banks of the latter stream, gray sand appears. The wells at 
C!offeeville have freestone water, but a short distance W. of town, wells strike 
"black dirt" and poor water. Travel ng S. we next meet an outcrop on the S. 
blutt'of Okachicama Creek, the steep hillside being altogether denuded ofsiirfacc 
material, and exhibiting some 30 feet of laminated clay, which is gray while wet, 
but when dry almost white. Like the clay of the Flat woods, when once disin- 
tegrated, it readily forms a highly tenacious mud, which has given some un- 
pleasant notoriety to this hillside, among the waggoners. Thi? clay is found for 
about a mile each way from the crossing, on the barks of the creek; hut wells 
dug on the ridge prove it to be only a very narrow band, since it is struck no 
more a few hundred yards S. of the creek, at 50 feet. Very shallow wells 
prove the impervious clay to he not far from the surface on Perry's Creek, on 
the S. side of which it crops out, not far abovethe crossing of the Coifeeville 
and Grenada road. Near Grenada, according to L. Harper, dark, laminated, 
micaceous clay crops out on S. 13, T. 22, R. 4 E , giving rise to an alum spring. 
183. Little else than Orange Sand is to be seen in N. Carroll, along the line of 
the M. C. R. R. A few miles IsT. of Middleton, however, we hear of "blue dirt" 
in the wells, and it appears in these, as well as in a few outciops, between 
Middleton and Shongalo. Near the latter place, at Vaiden Station, we find in a 
R. R. cut, associated with gray and brown clays more or less lignitic and 
gypseous, a mass composed of sharp, coarse siliceous .sand and grains of glaucon- 
ite, cemented by hydrated peroxide of iron, with more or less clay, and contain- 
ing numerous impressions of shells, apparently of the Claiborne Group. 

The pos;tion of the strata in this interesting I'cal'ty cannot, ui fortunately, 
be very clearly observed, in consequence of the southward ascent of the grade 
of the R. R. from the two small cuts containing the ferruginous greensand, 
towards the deep one in which the gray lignito-gypseous clays appear, so as to 
leave unexposed the line of co^^tict between the two materials. There can, 
however, be little doubt that the fossiliferous deposit is both owr-and underhid 
by clays like those exposed in the deep cut at Vaiden ; for while, in the latter, 
they occur at a level considerably above the fossiliferous strata,, and are without 
any perceptible dip, wells and oisterTis dug at the stat on find, at a level far 
below the latter, nothing but clays precisely similar to those in the deep cut — of 
brown and gray tints, with rosettes and laminae of gypsum, frequently incrusted 
with a yellow ferruginous mineral (Yellow Iron Ore, 11224). In the middle 
eut, the coarse, glauconitic, dark orange-colored, ferruginous sandstone forms a 
pretty uniform stratum about 3 feet thick ; it is in this that the fossils are most 
abundant. These are preserved as impressions and nuclei only, among which, 
thus far, the following have been recognized : 
tfaut'lus zigzag ! Valuta petrosa, Cos. ! 

Ostrea divaricata, Lk.\ ! Denfnliuin. 

Venericardia roturnda, Lea ! Tarritdla vetusta, Lea ? 

Cardium Nicolleti, CoN. ? Terebra venusta, Lea ? 

Avicula. Solarium. 

Underlying thi.s rock, and in the cut adjoining northward, alternating with it, 
there occurs a stiff amorphous clay, with s'larp sand and some greensa'd grains, 
also of a deep orange tint, and exhibiting traces of fossils. These materials also 
contain, both in these cuts and in some further N., variously shaped ferruginous 
concretions, whose shell is of limonite character, and filled usually with fine 
yellow ochie. 

The peculiar deep tint of the heavy subsoil in several localities in this neigh- 
borhood, (contrasting strongly with the unusually pale tint of the post-tertiary 
surface loam ctnimaly seen in S. Carroll), renders it evident that the red clay 
above mentioned, has contributed to form the game. No other outcrops, how- 
ever, seem to occur in the immediate neighborhood ; but cuts exhibiting similar 
materials occur on the R. E., between Vaiden and Rockport. 
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184. In the bed of Peechyhalj Creek, S. of Shongalo, on S. 2 ?, T. 16, E. 5 E., 
there occurs, associated with blue clajey sand, a soft sandstone, mottled blue 
and yellow, very closely resembling that of S. Neshoba and Lauderdale ; no 
fossils were, however, discovered in it. Large billets of silicified wood have 
been found in the neighboring streams, by Wm. Batey, Esq., in whose well on 
S. 35, T. 17, E. 5 E., laminated clay like that in the deep cut at Vaiden, with 
rosettes of gypsum, was struck at 28 feet, continuing, with little change of 
character, to 44 feet; a level fully as low, probably somewhat lower, than that of 
the ledge of rock in Peechyhaly Creek, in the edge of the bottom of Big Black 
Biver. Crossing the latter at Kirkwood's Ferry, about S. 11, T. 16, E. 5 E,, 
we find on the S. side a steep bluff about 70 feet high, on which the following 
section is exhibited : 
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TERTIAEY STRATA AT 
ATTALA COUNTY. 
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White siliceous sandstone, non-fossiliferous. 
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Yellow sand, grains rounded, no fossils — Orange Sand. 
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Dark orange-colored, glauconitic sandstone — fossils as 
at Vaiden. 
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Ferruginous sand, ^somewhat glauconitic, with few 
fossils. 
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Gray laminated clay. 
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Yellow sand, without fossils. 
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The white siliceous sandstone. No. 7, which is very abundant on the ridges 
of N. Attala (1159), strews the hillside. 

185. The facts just stated, in connection with this section, can leave no doubt 
as to the fact, that the lignito-gypseous strata both overlie and underlie this 
marine ferruginous deposit, which is quite extensively developed in N. Attala, 
and acquires some practical importance through the large amount of greensand 
it contains ; which not only renders some of its materials suitable as manures, 
but is also scattered through the heavy "red hills" soil of that portion of the 
county, rendering them both fertile and durable. In numerous steep gullies on 
the Shongalo and Kosciusko road, as well as on the bluflfs of Zilfa, and both 
forks of Poukta Creek, the several materials observed on the bluff at Kirkwood's 
Ferry, crop out ; and the fertilizing powers of the very sand deposits of these 
creeks (in which, of course; the greensand is concentrated), are already known 
and appreciated among the agriculturists of the region. 

186. I have not traced out this formation in E. Attala county, but have looked 
closely for traces of it in Winston. The deep characteristic tint of its materials, 
which is unmistakeable in the "Red Hills" of Attala and Holmes, again meets 
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the eye in the subsoil of the "Noxubee Hills" in N. E. Winston, and, as an 
intermediate point, at Mr. Coleman's (irl76). The peculiarly sharp, unpleas- 
antly gritty sand which the red clay of this formation contains, seems to h: 
recognizable at several points in the Noxubee Hills ; as at Mr. Davis' mill on 
the Noxubee River, where on a hillside we find, overlying the white laminated, 
clays of the Lignitie, a singular conglomerate, consisting of pebbles of the latter 
clay, sometimes several feet in diameter imbedded in a dark orange colored, 
gritty clay, resembling greatly that of the Shongalo strata. The conglomerate 
as such, I suppose to belong to the Orange Sand Formation, under the head of 
which, but for their intimate connection with the fossiliferous strata of N. 
Attala, these phenomena would more properly have been noticed. The pro- 
clivity of the Orange Sand to appropriate the materials of other formations, I 
have already sufficiently exemplified. At the outcrop on Sowashee Creek, as 
well as in other intermediate localities, a similar state of things obtains. It 
would therefore seem, that the marine deposit of which we find an outlier at 
Vaiden, and the main body in N. Attala, originally covered a much greater area, 
but has been greatly denuded during the Orange Sand period. 

187. I have not found any indications of this formation much S. of the S. 
prong of Poukta Creek. At Kosciusko, the lignito-gypseous clays alone arc 
struck in the wells (in one lately dug on Dr. C. B. Galloway's place, 5 ms. fi'om 
the town, a bed of several inches of white fibrous gypsum has penetrated), and 
the surface material is of a pale hue. Nor do we find any trace of marine fossils 
S. of the Poukta, until we reach, at Canton, the calcareous strata of the Jackson 
Group. Whether or not any connection is traceable through S. E. Attala, and 
the adjoining portions of Winston and Leake, into the fossiUferous sandstones of 
S. Neshoba (iflSO^ ), still remains to be determined. 

I have been reliably informed that "red hills" similar to those of N. Attala, 
exist in N. E. Holmes. Moreover, I owe to C. G. Armistead, Esq., of YaUo- 
busha, information concerning the existence of a ferruginous rook containing 
marine fossils, on the waters of Wolf Creek, S. W. Choctaw county, which 
will probably prove to be identical with the Shongalo rock. 

In the wells bored in S. Madison, by the Rev. Mr. Lambuth (ir322), the fos- 
siliferous marine strata of the Jackson Group were passed through at about 90 
feet, after which, "blue dirt," with selenite, several ledges of sandstone, and a 
lignite bed of 40 feet thickness, were etruck, but no more marine strata were 
reached at a'depth of 415 feet. At Jackson, however, at the Penitentiary well, 
after passing through 32 feet of surface material and fossiliferous strata of the 
Jackson age, Lignitie clays were, penetrated for 418 feet, after which, a bed of 
sheUs 20 feet thick, extremely rich in greensand, was passed through into water 
bearing sand. The friable shells brought up by the auger are too much com- 
minuted to allow of determination. — Whether this bed is a continuation of the 
Shongalo deposit, or an independent basin or estuary: there c?h be little doubt 
that it, also, is of the Claiborne age. 

IL THE CLAIBORNE GROUP. 

A. THE SILICEOUS OLAIBOKNE STEATA. 

188. The character of the rocks of this group has already been 
mentioned in connection with the Northern Lignitie Group, of 
which, in analogy to the deposits of N. Attala, it seems to form, 
as it were, a subordinate member. Its fossiliferous, aluminous (but 
rarely siliceous) sandstones, and claystones, do not impart anji- 
peculiar feature to the surface of the country, which bears as a 
general thing, the character of the Orange Band Group. 
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Thus far, it is only in S. Lauderdale and N. Clarke, that I hare examined the 
racks of this group somewhat specially. ' At Marion, as -before stated, wo find a 
.stratum only a few teet.thick, of rather co.irse saiidstone, of variable degrees of 
hardness within its mass, and containing silicifled fossils of the (lower) Claiborne 
age, overlying immediately the Lignitio strata, as Kesn in Spexrs' cut (T| 179). 
Some portions of this j-oek are of exoe^iYO hardness, from other's, the sUicifled 
shells can be picked by hand,- and in weatttering, the shells are left projecting 
above-the surface, as in the Turritella Limestone of Tippah. In view of the 
impossibility of obtaining fragments of any considerable size, of uniform hard- 
ness, the supposed adaptability of this rock to the manufacture of buhrstones 
•is somewhat Utopian. The softer varieties disint'jgrate very readily.' and more 
especially under the influence of firft. It appears that many of the ridges in the 
neighborhood of Marion were once capped with ledges of this rock, as some are 
even now ; for on some of these, especially W. of ^he town (as for instance, on 
S. 3 !, T. 7, R. 17, and ridges connecting therewith) we find imbedded in ihe 
Boil and subsoil great numbers of silicifled shells, which seem to hav& been 
gradually washed down froni above. They are generally in a poor state of 
ppes^r^'at'on, with the sola exception, perhaps, of Venericardia planicusta, of 
which I have obtained large, well preserved specimens at the locality mentioned; 
of the univalves ( Valuta, Monoceros, Byrulo,) only, the columella is commonly 
preserved, and decay has often brought out prominently the lines of growth, 
where the rest of the shell is extant. When freshly dug from the soil, these 
shells are often quite soft and friable, but harden by exposure. The so 1 is. of 
course, largely composed of the coarse sand which forms the body of the rock. 

189. The rook is not on the whole very common in S. Lauderdale ; it is com- 
monly found on the hilltops and crests of ridges, in limited deposits, the greater 
portion having, probably, been unable to resist ihe denuding agencies of the 
Orenge S.ind. 

' The ro:k found at Marion, like that of Tippah, contains occasionally "galls" 
of ^ray, fyie-grained claystone. On a hillside near the 10 mile post on the 
Marion and Quitman road, we find a solid ledge of this whitish claystone, about 
6 :in's thick, forming the top ledge of an outcrop of sandstone, some of which is 
very coarse, slightly glauconitic, and the sand-grains consisting apparently of 
chalcedony. Other portions of the rock resemble very much the spotted rock 
a't Reeve's, Tippah county (f 168), and all are slightly fossililerous. 

Southward of the point mentioned, these rocks are very common on the 
ridges — mostly, however, poor in fossils; consisting of ledge.s 6 in's. to 2 fejt 
thick, each of which is slightly different from the .others. Such is the case on 
the S. bluff of Dry Creek, where 18 feet of the rock appear, and here may be 
seen underlaid by a gray sand, similar to some seen at Spear's cut. S. of the 
N. half of T: 4, R. 1(5 E, however, no more of thb rock is to be seen ; Orange 
Sand hills with Long-leaf Pine cover the face of the country, and deep wells 
reach nothing but yellow and red sand. 

1901 Westward of the line of travel just described, we find a good opportunity 
for the study of this formation, on Chunkey Creek ; in the cuts of the M. & 0. 
R. R. ; and on the banks of the Chicka.sawhay, at Enterprise. 

I regret being unable, in consequence of the disappearance of the field notes 
relating to it, to give in detail the highly intere.sting section occurring in a R. R. 
cut on S. 33, T. 5, R. 15, Lauderdale county, about 5 ms. N. E. of Enterprise. 
Here the while claystone mentioned above is largely developed ; as in the other 
cases, it forma the highest stratum, is sometimes seen in solid ledges several 
feet in thickness, and is remarkable, when dry, for its extraordinary lightnesa. 
Though not rich in shells, it contains fine casts of a iei'r, andof O irdiiim 
Nicolleti ? — In its upper portions, this bed passes jnto yellowish sandstone re- 
sembling that of S. Neshoba, and sometimes into a hard cherty rock, which 
forms huge, rounded nodules. 

Below it, at the N. end of tho exposure, lies a green clay almost destitute of 
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fossils ; 
p. 149) 



1 this was found the supposed ovarium of a Pyruki, (L. Harper's Eep., 
y.^-xu). Further S, however, 'AC find intervening between this clay and the 
chert or claystone, with a rapidly increasing thickness and stiongdip south- 
ward, a stratum oi coarse greenish sand, ■» hose grains consist mainly of 
chalcedony, and some greensand grains (see above). At this point, the stratum 
contains no fossils ; it may be traced, however, thence to fnteiprise, where we 
find it in the banks of the Chickasawhay River, paitly cemented by lime and 
teeming with fossils— chiefly Ostrea divaricaia, Cardnm Niwlleti, fenericardia 
rotunda, I'edcn LjjeUi, and ScitteUa—&iid strongly glauconitic. The gicenish 
clay found underlying it at the R. E. cut, is also present — as shown in the 
follow-ing section : 

(Sec. 2i.) 

SECTION OF TERTIARY STRATA ON TUB CHICKASAWHAY, AT 
ENTERPRISE, CLARKE COUNTY, 
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CIIAIiAC'TES OF STKATA. 

Orange Saud. 
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Course glauconitic sand, frequently indurated by a 
calcareous cement, with Ostrea divaricata, vomer, 
Curdium Kicolleti, Venericardiarotunda, Peden. 
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Coarse ferruginous sand, glauconitic, with indistinct 
fossils. 
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Green clay, apparently non-fossiliferous. Bed of river. 
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Bed No. 3 of this section is also seen in a branch W. of Enterprise, filled with 
Mortonia, and a similar one appears in Chunkey Creek, above Chur. key villa. 

1902^ I have mentioned above (Trl87) the yellow aluminous sandstone of S. 
Ncshobi. It is very poor in fossils at its northern edge, but becomes richer as 
we advance southward. The following shells occur in specimens derived from a 
locality near the S. line of Neshoba, on the Philadelphia and Enterprise road. 
ienei-icardmplanicosta, Venericardia rotimia. Lea. 

\olutapetrosa. Con. Corhila gibhosa. Lea ? 

A Turritella — shell smooth, and remarkable for the smaU angle formed by 
the sides of its spire. 

The rock is sometimes of a uniform yellow tint, but more generally spotted 
with blue, and contains galls of indurate clay, like the sandstone of N. Tippah 
(1II62 ff., 168). 

It occurs likewise in N. Newton, but I have no personal knowledge of its 
character there. There jire several culsof (he Soijtliern R. R. in this county, 
which from theacrounts of the engineers mustbehighly interesting and instruc- 
tive, and contain (o.ssilifer; us rocks ; I have not as j et had an opportunity of 
exaniining them. 

191. Bedsmtervevivg hebceen thf silireous and the crilcoreohs Clailortie strata. 
— I hiive not as yet been able to trace along the Chickasawhay river, the piecise 
relation of the stiata seen at Enterprise (the first in which carbonate of lime 
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appears) to those which appear at Quitman. Little chance for observation occurs 
on the Enterprise and Quitman road, until within about 5>^ miles of the latter 
place, where we find outcropping in bluffs and on hillsides, strata resembUrig 
those of the Lignitio further N., consisting of alternating layers of gray and yellow 
sand, and gray and brown clay. Whether or jwt this stratum underlies the 
Quitman marls, intervening between them and the Enterprise stiata, I have 
been unable thus far to determine with certainty ; the outcrop occurring on 
the banks of the Ohickasawhay near Quitman (see below) seems, however, to 
render this supposition probable. , 

B. THE CALCAliEOCS CLAIBORNE STRATA. 

192. The area underlaid by this division of the tertiary is smaller, 
apparently, than that occnpicd by any of the other groups. I am 
not cettain of its western limits, having examined it personally 
only in Clarke county, on tlie Ohickasawhay and its tributaries. 
In the county just named, it does not give rise to any very ttriking 
peculiarities in the surface conformation. Though outcropping on 
the banks of streams, and in the valleys, imparting to these a more 
fertile soil and a forest growth indicative of tlio lime contained in 
the former, it does not, so far as I know, form any prairies — a fea- 
ture of constant occurrence on the territory of the Jackson Group. 
Not being in possession of any pakcontological evidence concern- 
ing the counties of Scott and Newton, but learning that prairies 
do exist thei'c, on which the^bones of the Zeuglodon occur, I have 
upon analogy supposed tlie tertiary strata of these counties4o 
belong to' the Jackson Ciroup, and have laid them down as such 
on the map, for the present. 

193. The materials oi this division consist, =0 far as I have seen, 
of blue, and white marls, the latter always sandy and often 
indurate. ' 

In both, all fossils except the oysters are very poorly preserved, so as toren- 
der their recognition always difficult, often impossible. Its beds differ remar- 
kably, in this respect, from those of Alabama, so noted for the fine preservation' 
of their fossils. The most northerly, and most westerly outcrop of the marl 
of this division, which I have seen, occurs under a bridge on Suanlovey Creek, 
W. S. W. of Enterprise. It forms the bed, and a foot or two of the bank, of the 
creek, for about 200 yards; is of a bluish tint, speckled with white from the 
detritus of shells, and sometimes contains indurate slabs. The oysters alone 
are well preserved — Ostrea divaricata, 0. sellDsfoimis — the other shells are bro- 
ken and mostly comminuted. PoctenLyelli ?, a I'urritella, and a Dentahum 
were recognized. 

194. At Quitman, this marl is found in wells, and crops out near a sulphur 
spring (Smith's Spring) S. of town — scarcely distinguishalDlo from that on 
Suanlovey. Ostrea divaricala, Pecten lAjelU, and Corbula gibbosa, Lea, are the 
only fossils which I have been able to recognize distinctly. The same marl 
occurs in the branches in the neighborhood ol Quitman, and also, according to 
reliable information, on the waters of the Buckatunna in S. E. Clarke. 

On the banks of the Ohickasawhay, W. of Quitman, we find a section exhib- 
iting, beneath the surface materials, a stratum about one foot thick, of gray, 
very fat and tenacious, laminated clay, and beneath this, to the waters edge, a 
bluish-gray, non-effervescent, and non-fossiliferous clayey sand, with yellow 
dots, which wash out readily, so as to produce a cellular surface. — If the marl 
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at Smith's Spring immediately overlies the gray laminated clay of this section, 
the difference of level would give it about 10 to 12 feet thickness. 

195. S. of Quitman, we find the same marl cropping out on a branch 2 miles 
from town. Then, at the crossing ol Falling Creek, 4io ms. in the same direc- 
tion, we obtain the following; section : 

(Sec. 1^5.) 
SECTION ON PALLING CREEK, S. OP QUITMAN, CLARKE CO. 
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iHLVP.AOTER OP STRATA. 



Gray calcareous sandstone. 



Blue marl, with Ostrea divinricata, 0. sellae- 
forrais, and another large, round oyster, undet. 



Yellowish-gray calcareous sandstone (indurate 
marl). ' 



White sandy marl, almost void of fossils. 



The oysters mentioned in No. 3 of this section, are the only fossils seen here — 
occurring more or less, in all the materials exhibited. 

I have not observed any outcrops S. of this, although the appearance of the 
Poplar {Liriodmdron), Wild Plum, and Crab Apple in the gullies, still indicates 
the presence of the calcareous strata. 

196. Beds intervening hetioeen the Claiborne and Jackson Groups. — Where the 
Quitman and Winchester road crosses Coonupy Creek, on S. 5, T. 1, E. 16 E., 
the blue marl of the Claiborne strata does not appear in the bluffs, but a siena- 
brown clay, stratified in layers 1 to 8 inches in thickness, with sand intervening. 
It is well exhibited at the point mentioned, in a mill race, and I was informed 
that in digging it, a great abundance of fine impressions of leaves were found — 
chiefly dicotyledmwus, it appears, but among them also a palm (Sabal?) leaf. I 
was also informed, that on the banks of the Chickasawhay, due W. of the place, 
the same clay is found underlaid by marl containing numerous indurate ledges, 
and large round oysters — the same, no doubt, as those occurring at Palling 
Creek. — Immediately S. of this locality, on the verge of the bottom of Coonupy 
Creek, we find prairie hilltops, and on the hillsides, outcrops ot white marl con- 
taining fossils of the Jackson Group, underlaid by brownish clayey sand. 
According to level, the thickness of this lignitic, leaf-bearing stratum cannot 
greatly exceed 30 feet. 

197. At Garlandsville, Jasper county, on S. 8, T. 4, K. 11 E., we find ou 
Suanlovey Creek, an outcrop of lignite of good quality, of which about 2 feet 
are exhibited above the bed of the stream ; it is overlaid by about 2 feet of a 
lignitic clay, or earthy hgnite. Higher up on the hills just S. of the outcrop 
mentioned (at Dr. Loughridge's), we find the bald prairie with Zeuglodon bones, 
oysters, and other fossils of the Jackson Group. I have had no means of ascer- 
tining its thickness at this point. 

Near Jackson, on Moody's branch, we find beneath the shell-bearing sand, first 
blue sandy clay with ferruginous concretions, and beneath, earthy lignite under- 
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laid by gray laminated clays and sands (Tr204:). The great thickness of this 
lignitic stratum, as ascertained in the well bored at the Penitentiary, has already- 
been referred to (11187). In the town of Jackson it is commonly struck in dug 
wells, and various kinds of leaves, as well as acorns, have been found in them. 
It is evident that the stratum thins out to the eastward, and at Claiborne, and 
Bettis' Hill, Alabama, according to Lyell (Sill. Am. J., Vol. IV, 2d s., p. 189) and 
Tuomey, it is entirely' wanting, the Claiborne strata being immediately overlaid 
by the "Zeuglodon or Jackson bed, and this by the Orbitoides Limestone, of the 
Vicksburg Group. 

III. THE JACKSON GROUP. 

198. The territory of. this group, altliough to a considerable 
i;:vtent occupied, like the rest, by Orange Sand ridges, is .strongly 
characterked in many region.-* by tiie occurrence of the black 
prairie soil on its surface, and also, of bald prairies — both very 
similar to those of the Rotten Limestone region, though of much 
less extent. It shares this character to an inconsiderable extent 
only, with the strata of the Vicksburg Group. The materia! to 
which this prair.e soil owes its origin, jiosse^ se^ considerable ana- 
logy to the Rotten Lime.itone itself — at times, it is a soft yellowish 
limestone or indurate marl, containing a good deal of clay; at 
others, it is in reality, nothi;ig more than a soft, gray or yellowish, 
calcareous. clay. Tlie rock and clay mentioned are ordinarily the 
matrix of the huge Zeuglodon bones, which are therefore to be 
souglit chiefly in the prairies, and have not, to my knowledge, as 
yet been found at any great distance from them, in Mississippi.— 
These bones, an oyster somewhat resembling Gryphaea ocmvcxa of 
the Cretaceous, the vertebrae and teeth of fish, and a branching 
coral {Eschara sp.) are the common fossils of the tertiary prairies 
of S. Mississippi. 

(Xher bivalves and univalves, as also echinoderms, may sometimes be found 
in a tolerably well preserved condition, in the more sandy varieties of this material; 
but as a general thing, impetfect casts only of these occur in the prairie rock, 
and usually it requires considerable care to detect their presence at all. 

199. About 70 feet of rocks of this character form the upper division of the 
.Jackson stage. The lower portion is formed by from 10 to 20 feet of sandy 
strata, commonly of a bluish tint, and containing greensand grains. 

It is this lower bed, cropping out on the banks of Pearl River, at Jackson, 
which has furnished the fossils described by Conrad, and figured in Prof. Wailed 
Reporti and whose state of preservation approaches very closely to that of the 
well-known Claiborne fossils, in Alabama. I have not thus far found any vestiges 
of the Ze'iglo'don in this lower division, but I have identified most of its 
characteristic fossils in the upp9r strata, at various times and localities. 

200. Whilst the stratigrap ical relations of this group to that next above it 
(the Vicksburg Group) may be traced withccmsiderabl ■ regularity of (south wai'd) 
dip, along the channsls of the two rivers which cross both belts (the Chickasiiwhay, 
and Pe.irl River), there ajipears to hi som3 irjegularity in the form of thff 
strxtum on it-i northern portion. According to iho leveling.s of the N 0, J. 
and G: N. R. R., the ci'^y oi' Jackson is situated 45 feet higlior thin Cuiton, 
Madison county, which i< d stant 25 miles due N. from t!io former pi ice ; by the 
levelings of the Gulf and Shijj Isiaud Railroad Sjrvcy, however, the ditferei.ce is 
only 25 Ie3t At Canton, we find the highest struts, apparently, of the .Jackson 
Group — the gray calcareous clay matrix of the Zeui/lodon, occupying the .surface, 
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though at ;i moderate depth (20 to 30 feet) the Ugnito-gypseous material is 
struck, yielding undrinkable water. The same strata are seen all the way 
between Canton and Jackson, and crop out very characteristically half a mile 
N. of the State House. Yet we find lignitic strata cropping out on Moody's 
branch, a mile N. B. of the State House, and that at a hypsometrical level 
obviously liigJier, than that at which, a mile below, we find the beds of blue 
fossiliferous sand cropping out on Pearl Eiver and in the bed of Dry Creek. 
Making due allowance for the undulations of the surface at both stations (Canton 
and Jackson), the surface of the lignitic strata, so far from exhibiting a southward 
dip, is still slightly higher at Jackson than at Canton. It seems difficult to 
account for this condition of things unless by supposing a local upheaval of the 
underlying formation to have taken place before the deposition of the lowest of 
the Jackson stage. I am not aware whether or not similar irregularities exist 
in other meridians ; it is certainly not the case on that of the Chickasawhay 
River, where the same strata sink regularly below the water level, as we advance 
southward. 

201. Localities of the Jackson Group. — I am not personally acquainted with 
the extreme western portion of the formation, in Tazoo and S. W. Madison. 
According to L. Harper, the marine eocene strata first appear a short distance 
S. of Satartia, Yazoo county, where the material is of a clayey character, and 
contains, among other fossils mentioned by him, Venericardia planicosta and 
Oastridium vetustum Q'Eburna") — suifioient to distinguish it from the Vicksburg 
marls, further S. I have also been informed, that bones of the Zeuglodon have been 
repeatedly found in the neighborhood of Satartia ; and vertebrae of the same have 
been kindly forwarded to the collection of the Greological Survey, by W. S. 
McKee, Esq., residing near Satartia, Yazoo county. Harper further mentions 
the occurrence of compact limestone containing Venericardiaplanicosta, on the 
bluff near the Warren county line, and of a bed of marl (fossils not mentioned) 
on S. 1, T. 18, E. 5 B., Warren (Yazoo ?) county ; I have seen no specimens of 
these materials. 

202. About 3 miles K. of Canton, the most northerly indications of a calca- 
reous formation are met with, in the shape of soft white concretions of carbonate 
of lime, appearing in a rather stiff yellow loam, at the bottom of guUies. These 
indications increase as we advance southward, and in some small E. E. cuts N. 
of Canton, we find profiles in which the common yellow surface loam is under- 
laid, at the depth of about 3 feet, by a heavier loam containing calcareous 
concretions, of about the same thickness. This in its turn, is underlaid by a 
stiff, bluish white clay of massy cleavage ("joint clay"), with white, calcareous 
concretions and veins, but containing no fossils. There are not, between these 
several materials, distinct stratification Unes ; there is rather a gradual transition 
from one to the other, the upper being probably derived, in the main, from the 
blue clay below, but changed by oxidation, the admixture of sand and the 
partial removal by lixiviation of the lime, which has accumulated in the lower 
portion of the mass. 

203. The country between Canton and Calhoun Station, on the N. 0., J. & 
G. N. E. E., is so level as to afford httle opportunity of examining the formation. 
The peculiar greenish hue, however, which the yellow surface loam assumes im 
the deeper washes, sufficiently indicates the proximity to the surface, of the 
calcareous clays, which are also struck in cisterns — shallow wells yielding either 
undrinkable water or none at all. S. of Calhoun Station, the strata of the 
calcareous tertiary are well exposed ; affording the following section in the 
"Montgomery cut :" 

R— 
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•(•Sec. 26.) 
SECTION IN A E. E. CUT NEAE' CALHOUN STATION. 
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yellow loam, concretions of lime in its lower portions. 
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Stiff, greenish yellow, calcareous clay, ofmassy cleavage, 
containing calcareous concretions. In its lower portions 
almost blue, cleaving into large, smooth, irregular 
fragments. 
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Grayish white clay marl, resembling Eotten Lime- 
stone, stratified in layers (of massy cleavage within 
themselves) 2 to 3 inches in thickness. Contains numer- 
ous fragments and impressions of shells, mostly indis- 
tinct, some oysters, and bones of Zeuglodon. 


1 



In No. 1, a very large skeleton of Zeuglodon, (remnants of which are still 
abundant in the pile thrown out of the cut), was found, but unfortunately, its 
portions were scattered all over the country. Here also, the stratification lines 
are not very distinct, and the thickness of the Zeuglodon stratum, especially, 
varies greatly. At Eev. J. E. Lambuth's, about 2 miles E. of the cut, this 
stratum, struck in a cistern, was found only 18 inches in thickness. — It is 
chiefly stratum No. 2 of this section, which causes the troublesome caving 
of the sides of this cut. 

204. The banks of Pearl Eiver, and the hiUs bordering the bottom, do not ex- 
hibit any outcrops in this region, nor are these very common until within a few 
miles (N.) of Jackson, where strata closely resembling the matrix of the Zeuglo- 
don at the cut (Sec. 26), appear in washes on the roadside ; containing large 
numbers of the oyster before mentioned, but only traces of other fossils. The 
same material is found outcropping near the Lunatic Asylum, about ^^ mile N. 
of the State House. 

The following general section, deduced from observations at Moody's branch 
and in the McNutt Hills, 1 to 2 miles N. E. of Jackson, will best illustrate the 
condition of things in this neighborhood. 
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(Sec. 27.) 
SECTION OF .JACKSON STRATA, AT MOODY'S BEANCH ANB 

McNUTT HILLS. 
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Yellowish- white marl, more or less sandy, some- 
times indurate and forming a soft rock ; gives rise to 
"bald prairies" in the McNutt Hills. Contains boneS 
of Zeuglodon, vertebrae and teeth of fish, Ecliinvs !, 
Scutella, Heiniaster ?, and casts of univalves and 
bivalves of the Jackson Group. 
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Yellowish white, clayey marl, with few fossils — 
Peden nuperus, Punw, Ostrea. 
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Coarse yellow sand, somewhat clayey, with " Jack- 
son fossils" in a fine state of preservation. 
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Blue sand, with Jackson fossils, mostly detrittis. 
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Blue sandy clay, fetid, somewhat micaceous ; its 
upper portion filled with oddly shaped, ferrugino- 
siliceous concretions. No fossils. 
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Earthy Lignite. 
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Gray laminated clay, interstratifled with sand, with 
traces of stems and leaves. 
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No. G of this section may correspond to the gray calcareous clay seen N. of 
.Taokson. It seems, however, that in No. 7 also, sandy and clayey materials 
alternate more or less. 

205. On Pearl Eiver, just above and at the bridge, strata No. i and 5 appear 
intJie hedof the river, the whole being, apparently, of a bluish tint, and itsfossUs 
well preserved. The blufi' at the bridge, and the hillsides below the State House, 
exhibit the yellow surface loam, adn sometimes pebble beds, underlaid 
by greenish yellow, massy clay or loam, which lower down becomes bluish- 
white, and in all respects similar to stratum No. 2 of Sec. 26 (Montgomery cut), 
containing soft calcareous veins and concretions. Beneath these, 15 to 25 feet 
below the hilltops, we find yellow calcareous sand with numerous corals and 
imperfect casts of shells, and the same concretions as in the clay above. Beneath 
this stratum, which is 12 to 18 feet thick, there appears, in the bed of the river, 
the blue sandy marl with Jackson fossils— strata Nos. 4 and 5 of the preceding 
section. The same strata, the matrix of the "Jackson shells," also crop out on 
Dry Creek, S. of Jackson, where, as well as at Moody's Branch, I have obtained 
fine collections of fossils. They are also seen on the opposite bank of Pearl 
River, to the left of the road embankment, and in the bod of the river below 
Jackson for several miles. 
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206. The fbllowing is a list, prepared by Prof. W.D.Moore, of tho- fossils 
found in strata Nos. 4 and 5 at Moody's Branch and Dry Creek. With a few 
.differences in the relative prevalence of species, the character of the fauna at both 
localities is essentially the same. Four species not found on Dry Creek are 
represented at Moody's Branch, while 15 species not occurring at the latter place 
were found on Dry Creek. It will be perceived that 8 of the species mentioned 
below (marked with an asterisk*), are also found at Vicksburg, thus rendering 
the gap between the two faunas less wide and abrupt, than the lists heretofore 
published would make it appear. 

FOSSILS OF THE LOWER SIJELL-BED, ATJACJKSOX. 

XoTE. — Fosxils common to the Jw:J;ioii and VirJ;shurg Slage, are marl;ed vjit'-i 
an asterisk*. All thr speries nototlierii-iseraiir'kr'dhave been named arid descrihed 
by CoNRAti. 

FISH. 

The teeth of several species of sharks occur in the strata of the Jackson 
Group; all those mentioned in the catalogue of the Vicksburg fossils (T 220) 
seem to be represented. Prominent among them, both for ft'equency and size, 
are teeth of Carcharohn nngn widens, of which specimens 1 in's in length have been 
found near Jackson. 

BIVALVES. 
Lucina ? 



Vem-ricardia plaiucnsi'i. 
*Vtmericardia rotunda^ Li-;a. 

* Cytherea sohrina 

* Cytherea imitabilis . 
"^Maetra fmierata. 
Cardiiim NicoUeti. 
Astarte parilis. 
Cra-ssatella flexura. 
Corbula deiisata. 
Corbula hica/rinata. 
Corbula, 2 n. sp. 
Egerria, 3 n. sp. 
Tellina, sp. 
*Psam,mobia Untca. 
Psammobia, sp. 
Lucimi, 2 sp. 

"Dentaliwni Mississippiense. 
C'apulus Americanus. 
Trodiitci troc'iiformis 
Trochita, n. sp. 
UrribreUa planulata. 
'*Natica Vielcsburgensis. 
Natica permuridii. 
Natiea, n. sp. 
Pynda sp., (fenestrated). 
Slrepsidura dumosa. 
Clavelithes humerosits. 
Olavelithes varicosus. 
C'lavelithes Mississippiensi s. 
Fusus sp. 

* TurUnella Wilsov i. 
€aricella polita. 
Mitra dwmosa. 
Mitra Millivgtoni . 



Corbis, n. sp. 

Solen. 

Panopaea n. sp. (all. to I'. ob!oi)i;iita;. 

yucula, 3 n. sp. 

Leda multilineota. 

Leda, n. sp. 

*Navicula lima. 

Navieula aspera. 

Olossus filosus. 

Avicula, n. sp. 

Pinna. 

Pecten nvpennn. 

Petten, 2 sp. 

Teredo Missisi!]''piensis. 

UNIVALVES. 

Volubi dumosa, 
Voliita symmetriru . 
Boslellaria vehilo. 
Rostellaria exteida. 
Morio Petersnni. 
C'onus tortilif:-. 
Marginella 2 n. sp. 
Cypraca fenestralis . 
Cypraea pinguis. 
*Gypraea lintcn. 
* Cypraea sphai'roide.s. 
Andllaria. 
Oastridium vetuslvm. 
Turritella alreota. 
Turbo sp. 

Architectoniia acuta. 
Architeefonira bellasiriata. 
Phorus rerhtsus. 
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RADIATA. 
Scutella Lijelli f C'lyjie'i.sli'r sp., Dj;s. 

Ikminster up., Db-, 

CORALS. 
Midopathijs alatuiii, Lunsu. Flahdluin Waih'sii. 

Oateodes irroraluf-. Efchora '^ sp. 

Ceriopora 5 sp. 

207. Of the geology of N. llinds, northM':ud of Brownsville, and of I he 
adjoin" ng portion of Madison, I have thus far no personal knowledge ; Zeuglodmi 
bones have, however, been found in that region ; and also in the bank of Pearl 
Uiver, 5 miles S. of Jackson. 

The formation of N. Rankin (N. of the Peolahatohie), as well as those of 
Scott county, still remain to be examined ; prairies and Zeuglodon bones, however,- 
which are currently reported as existing in that region, are sufiSciently indicative 
of its character. Outcrops of shell marl are menti:ned as occurring on Coffee- 
bogue Creek, by Prof. Wailes, and near Hillsboro', by L. Harper ; the characteris- 
tic shells are not mentioned. — Since the geological map of the State went to 
press, I have been informed by J. A. Crocker, Esq,, Asst. Engineer on the 
Southern R. R,, that a marl-bed was passed through in a road-cut on S. E. i^ 
S. 31, T. 6, R. 12 E., Newton county, showing that in that region, the 
calcareous Tertiary extends further N. than it appears on the map. Prom the 
description given, this marl seems to belong to the Jackson Group. Fine 
specimens of marl, containing disintegrated shells of the Jackson Group, have 
been found by Rev. E. B. Sims, on his plantation, near Morton, Scott county. 

On the prairies of S. Scott and N. Smith, the Zevglodon bones, as well as 
oysters, are very abundant, and are nowhere more easily freed from the matrix, 
which is generally a very tenacious, greenish-yellow, or bluish, calcareous clay, 
of irregular cleavage, containing traces only of shells, except when preserved in 
flat ferruginous concretions occasionally occurring in the same. Such i,; the 
case, for instance, in the outcrops near Mrs. Nichols', S. 15, T. 3, R. 9 B., 
Smith county, where this clay forms the subsoil ; it contains here, not only the 
carbonate, but also sulphate of lime, in cry.stals. Zeuglodon bones have been 
plowed up, and washed out in gullies, repeatedly. The bones here are very 
little changed by petrification, and very light as compared with those found in 
Clarke county, so that complete skeletons could, when found, be extricated and 
transported with less trouble than in any other locality I have seen. Very 
nearly the same condition of things obtains further N., in the prairies near, and 
southward of, Homewood, Scott county. 

208. Of the Jackson shell-bed I have thus far seen nothing in this region ; 
both here and in N. Jasper, the clayey Zeuglodon beds alone seem to crop out, 
forming very heavy soils, partly " black prairie", partly "hog-wallow prairie". 
The latter soil is seen on all the dividing ridges in N. W. Jasper, while the black 
prairie soil, with the calcareous strata themselves, appears only on the slopes 
towards the streams, and in the bottoms of the latter. Thus, in passing from 
Mrs. Nichols' place (sea above) to Garlandsville, we find on the whole route no 
signs of a calcareous formation, save in the bottola of the West Tallahala — a 
Mack, calcareous prairie soil ; and within a short distance of Garlandsville, the 
prairies on the Suanlovej'. Here again we see the yellow, more or less cal- 
oaroou'!, clay subioil; gradually passing into a massy, bluish clay with calcareous 
concretions ; and underlying this, the grayish- white, more or less clayey matrix 
o! the Zsuglodon bones; he latter, accompanied as usual by a large oyster, 
corals, etc., are abundant on the S. side of Suanlovey Creek, on the N. half of 
8. 14, T. 4, R. 11 E. (Dr. Loughridge's land), where it forms bald or "shell 
prairies", as they are termed here, in contra-distinction to the " Post Oak" or 
"hog-wallow" prairies. At the foot of the low ridge which bears thoso prairies, 
we ijad the blue, calcareous, non-fossiliferous clay, often mentioned, which. 
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seems to be in many cases the result of disintegration, rather than a stratum 
■occuping a distinct position in the Tertiary — properly, perhaps, in its present 
condition, a member of the Orange Sand G-roup. Lower down, on S. 8, we find 
black prairie soil in the bottom of the creek. I have not heard of the occur- 
rence of any calcareous strata N. of Grarlandsville. The road from G-arlands- 
ville to Paulding runs on a sandy ridge, on both sides of which belts of black 
prairie, on which the Zeuglodon is found, extend along the streams. In the 
'•lime country" S. of Paulding, however — (about "laiborne P. 0.,( no Zeuglodon 
bones are reported to have been seen. 

209. In Clarke and Wayne, the Jackson Group, although its territory is 
diminished in width, is well and characteristically developed, and affords good 
opportunities for observation. 

From the hillside on Coonupy Creek, where it first appears on the Quitman 
and Winchester road (T[196), we trace the whitish marl of this group south- 
ward, through outcrops and prairies, to the neighborhood of Dr. Ogburn's, S. 21, 
T. 1, R. 16 E., Clarke county. Here we find on the bluff of the Chickasawhay 
Eiver, about 30 feet of calcareous, fossiliferous materials, underliuti by gray and 
reddish laminated clays — the same, no doubt, as those cropping out on 
Coonupy Creek. The upper portion of the marl stratum resembles greatly 
stratum No. 6 of the section at Moody's branch, and contains, among other fossils. 
Morio Petersoni, Leda inultilineata, Rostellaria velata, Mactra funerata, Cytlierea 
imitalilis, TurriteUa alveata. My last visit to this point having happened 
during high water, I was unable to determine whether Nos. 4 and 5 of the 
Jackson profile (Sec. 26) are represented here ; specimens of the underlying 
clay, however, were collected by me in 1855. — They are unequivocally present, 
however, in an outcrop about a mile S. of Dr. Ogburn's, at the bridge across 
Garland's Creek. 

210. There are about 7 feet of the tertiary strata visible above the bed of the 
stream, which itself flows on a material closely resembling that on Pearl Eiver, 
at Jackson — a blue sandy marl, with numerous shells, and greensand grains. 
This material extends, unchanged, up to about 5 feet above the bed ; then, 
there overlies a mass consisting of shells and numerous, large grains of green- 
sand — an analysis of which will be found in another place (Tr292). Both beds 
contain, in well preserved condition, the shells of the Jackson Group, among 
which even a superficial search detected twenty-two species of the leading 
Jackson shells. 

Between Garland's Creek and Suck Creek, 1 mile S. of the former, we 
again find prairies, and at the crossing of the latter stream, we find its bed 
entirely excavated into bluish white marl containing but little sand, and 
essentially the prevalent fossils of stratum No. 7 of the McNutt Hills (Sec. 27), 
viz : corals, oysters, Pecten nieperus, Scutella, and vertebrae of fish. 

211. At and near Gen. W. B. Trotter's plantation, S. 3, T. 10, R. 7 W., the 
Jackson strata are finely exhibited. The country between this locality and 
Suck Creek, is also chiefly of a prairie character, and so is the greater portion of 
the plantation itself. The black prairie soil is underlaid by a stratum, of variable' 
thickness, of yellow, and lower down, greenish yellow underclay, more or less 
calcareous, without fossils. Beneath this we find on the hillsides, about ten feet 
of a soft, whitish, calcareous mass, apparently without fossils ; beneath this 
again, there is a ledge more or less indurate in its different portions, not well 
exhibited, but about 4 to 7 feet in thickness. In this ledge, which is touched 
by the plow, Zeuglodon bones and oysters abound, together with teeth of 
Carcliarodon, large vertebrae of fish, and nuclei bf bivalves and univalves. 
Among the latter, /ozmfZ as50f/«fo/ witJitherertcln-af of Zauglodon, is Gijpraea 
fmestralis ! — and Gonus tortilis ! — also, a very large (4 to 5 inches long) 
Pyrula, not seen elsewhere, 

A few feet below the level of this stratum, is the top ledge of the profile given 
by L. Harper (Report, p. 144), occurring in a gully alxiut 18 foot deep, in which 
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several ledges, 6 to 12 inches thick, of whitish rock, resembling the Zeuglodon 
matrix above, alternate with sandy glauoonitic marls, similar in general to the 
lower stratum at Garland's Creek, save in that the fossils are very poorly pre- 
served. The same strata appear on the banks of the Chickasawhay River, not 
far hence, containing vertebrEe of Zeuc/lochn, Oslrea, Pectm nuperus, Scutella — 
generally much broken. 

212. On the highest points in the plantation, we observe fragments of a fine- 
grained ferruginous rock containing a few white fossils, not represented in the 
Jackson Group. In passing thence towards Red Bluff Station, on the M. & O. 
R. R., we remain on a level with this hilltop, and at several points, high pre- 
cipitous bluffs come in close to the river. At a point about a mile from the Stn., 
a bluff about 70 feet high, coming down in terraces to the waters edge, affords 
the following profile : 

(Sec. 28.) 
SECTION OF TERTIARY NEAR RED BLUFF STATION, WAYNE CO. 
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First terrace — surface materials only visible. 


4 




4 


Greenish, non-effervescent clay. 
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Irregular masses of fine-grained ferruginous rock, 
imbedded in a brownish or greenish clayey mass ; both 
with well preserved fossils. 
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Bluish calcareous clay, with indistinct fossils. It is 
least calcareous, and most clayey, above ; near the 
waters edge, approaches in character to the blue marl 
in Trotter's field. A fragment of a Clypeaster, vertebrae 
of a shark, Pleuroioma sp. 


52 


t t t 


t t t 


t t t 



Descending to the water level, we see, several hundred yards above, ledges 
of whitish limestone dipping under this stratum and disappearing at the waters 
edge. These ledges contain the same fossils as those seen on the banks of the 
river near Trotter's plantation ; and this is the last characteristic outcrop of the 
Jackson Group with which I am acquainted ; for whether or not the material 
of stratum No. 1 of the preceding section properly belongs to this group, the 
fossils thus fa? found have not enabled me to determine. It still continues to 
be seen in the river bluffs for some distance, as we advance southward, but it 
gradually sink and brings the fossiliferous stratum No. 2 close to the 
waters edge. 

213. Beds intervening hetioeen the Jackson and Vickshurg Group. — The fos- 
sUiferous bed N). 2 of the preceding section seems to stand intermediate, by 
position as well as by its fossils, between these two groups, though on the whole, 
it seems in its fama to approach more nearly the Vicksburg, than the Jackson 
Group ; but whije it has some fossils in common with each and hoth of the other 
groups, it is no less remarkable for the predominance of peculiar species — a trait 



136 GEOLOGICAL REPORT. [I' 'i 14 

vrhich distinguishes as widely the several stages of the Southwestern Eocene of 
the United States, as even the primary divisions of the entire Tertiary of the old 
continent. 

The perfect state of preservation in which we find the fossils of this EedBluiF 
Group, the easy accessibiUty of its strata, a"d withal the narrow limits to which, 
thus far, I have found it to be confined — the bluffs of the Chickasawhay from 
Trotter's plantation (where the ferruginous rook, peculiar to this group, first 
j^pears on the hilltops — see If 212) to Red Blulf Station, or a little below — 
impart a special interest to this deposit. At low water, the sloping bed of the 
Chickasawhay River may in spots be found strewn with perfect shells of this 
group, washed down from above by the rains out of their easily disintegrated 
clay matrix. I give below a list (for the compilation of which I am indebted to 
Prof W. D. Moore, Univ. of Miss.) of the fossils thus far collected from this 
stratum, determined so far ais they are identical with species described by Conrad 
and Lea, the rest being determined generically only. The species in common with 
Vicksburg are marked with an asterisk*, those in common with Jackson, by a 
da^erf. 

Venericardia plankosta f. Busy con spi7iiger, Con.* 

Vemricardia rotunda, Lea.* Fasus (1) (allied to F. Mississipp. 

Gypricardia. Con.*) 

Pecten mcperus. Fusus. 

Plagiosloma Turhinella perexilis, Con.* 

Ostrea, 2 n. ? sp. Turhinella protracta, Con.* 

Pecttinculus. Murex, 3 sp. 

Astarte (allied to A. recurva, Lea. Jriton. 

Oarditim diversum, Con.* Sostellaria velata, CoN.f 

Corhula. Buceinum Mississipp. Con.* ? 

Leia. Bttccinum. 

Cytherea. Gassi.i. 

Dentalium tlialloides. Con. ? Cassidaria lintea, Con.* 

Natica Viclcshurgensis, Con.* Fulgoraria Mississipp. Con.* 

Natica sigaretina, Con.* Caricella. 

Capidus. Oontis sauridens, Con. * .=' 

Gapulus. Bulla 2 n. sp. 

PUeolus. Solarium. 

Trochita trochiformis, Con. Flabellum Waihsii, Con. j? 

Mitra Mississippiensis, Con ?* Osteodes, Con. .' (not 0. irromtus). 

Gypraea spliaeroides, Con. Madrepora (allied to M. Mississippi. 

Clavelifhes humerosus, CoN ?f Con.*, but distinct.) 

Olaveliihes. Serpula. 

Pyrula 2 n. sp. 

Southward of the locaUty mentioned the green clay (No. o of See. &8.) appears 
in greater thickness ; it is this, no doubt, from which the heavy s(Sl on top of 
the terrace,. or "hommock" (which closely resembles the "hog-bed" fflil of Jasper, 
and is so termed by the inhabitants) is derived — intervening, hereiB elsewhere, 
between the prairies of the Jackson and Vicksburg Group. Crystals of selenite, 
also, have been obtained from the banks of the river, and from, wells, in this 
neighborhood. < 

214. Lignitie Beds. — At Vicksburg and at Brandon, lignitic days and sands 
underlie the lowest vi.sible strata of the Vicksburg Group. Whether or not 
similar beds are traceable on Pearl River and Chickasawhay, I/'have not ascer- 
tainsd. At Vicksburg, about 25 to 30 feet of black lignitic claVs and sands, and 
lower down, of lignita, underlie the calcareous marine strata. -The lignite was 
supposed to extend to a considerable depth, but according to anobsorvation m.ide 
by Prof. W. D. Moore, at extreme low water, its thickness doodnot e.vceed 3 feet, 
it being underlaid by a soft whitish limestone, of which hi obtained a small 
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specimen at the waters edge. It resembles the indurate marl of the McNutt 
Hills ; the only fossil which is distinguishable on the specimen obtained (now in 
the cabinet of Oakland College) is a cast of Cardium, not sufficiently distinct to 
Mow of observing the differences distinguishing the Cardium, diversiim of 
Vicksburg age from 0. M'colleti of Jackson and Claiborne. 

215. The position of the Brandon bed is given in Sec. 30 (ir218 ; stratum No. 
1). Its relation to the Jackson beds cannot, however, be observed there. N. 
of Brandon, at Mr. John Parker's place, S. 19, T. 6, E. 4 B., there is an 
alternation of calcareous and gypseous strata, represented in the following 
profile obtained in a well by that gentleman : 

(Sec. 29.) 
SECTION OF TERTIARY IN MR. JOHN PARKER'S WELL, RANKIN 

COUNTY. 
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Yellow, massy ("joint") clay, in its lower portions 
with white calcareous concretions. 
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Gray massy clay, with smooth cleavage planes, 
and rosettes and lenticular masses of Selenite. 
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White calcareous stratum, with numerous concretions. 
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Gray massy clay, with numerous well preserved 
shells. 
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Blue marl, less clayey tlian the above, and with 
shells partially disintegrated. 


1 



Unfortunately, I was unable to obtain specimens of the sheUs contained in 
strata Nos. 1 and 2 ; there can be little doubt, however, that they are of the 
Jackson age. The gray gypseous clay No. 3 crops out near the mouth of a 
creek into the Peelahatchie, 8. 7, T. 0, R. 4 B. ; it there contains both selenite 
and small masses of lignite. It seems to be this clay chiefly, from which the soil 
of (he "gypseous prairies'; of N. Rankin and Hinds is derived, while the 
calcareous strata (No. 4, and part of 5) form small prairies or "prairie hilltops" 
on the intervening hills. Strata 3, 4 and 5 occur at Clinton, and in a R. R. cnt 
8. of Jackson ; specimens of selenite occurring in gray clay, have been collected 
by Prof. Wailes, 7 miles N. W. of Jackson, and are mentioned as occurring 
abundantly at Ball Prairie, 6 miles W. of Jackson. 
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216. I have also obtained crystals of selenite from Scott county, where, from 
all accounts, the gypseous prairies are well developed. In Smith county also, 
N. of Raleigh, at L. E. Crook's place on the Okahay, there is a body ot gypseous 
and black prairie intermingled, precisely as we find it at John Parker's. It 
might appear at first sight that these gypseous strata could be referred to the 
Grand Gulf Group, and such was my first impression. But it is difficult to 
reconcile this supposition with their geographical and hypsometrical distribution, 
besides which, their lithological character is entirely different from the blue or 
brown laminated clays of the ligniio-gypseous strata which unequivocally overlie 
the Vicksburg strata, and form "salty spots" in the soil, but nowhere so far as 
I have seen, anything resembling the gypseous prairie. On the other hand the 
clay found in the outcrop on the Peelahatchie is undistinguishable from specimens 
of the calcareo-gypseous matrix of the Zeiiglodon in Mrs. Nichols' field. In 
Wayne county, too, on the Chickasawhay, heavy, greenish or bluish clays 
intervene between the Jackson and Vicksburg strata, and everywhere we find 
intervening between the black prairie territory of the two groups, either the 
gypseous, or "hogbed prairie" soils. 

The absence, thus far, of deep wells or borings on the territory occupied by 
the Vicksburg Group and by these doubtful clays, has prevented me from 
obtaining satisfactory-evidence on this question. If, as I suppose, the material of 
the gypseous prairies is derived from an irregular stratum intervening between 
the Jackson and Vicksburg Group, it is nevertheless true that in some localities 
the soils derived from the strata overlying the latter, approach very closely, both 
in space and quality, to those derived from the lower stratum in question. 

IV. THE VICKSBUBG GBOUP. 

217. This interesting group, the highest of the marine eocene 
formation of Mississippi, and the only one which reaches the banks 
of the Mississippi River (at Vicksburg, where it was first studied 
by Conrad) occupies a narrow belt of nearly uniform width, south- 
ward of the territory of the Jackson Group, extending accross the 
whole of the State, to the Alabama line, and thence to the 
Tombigbee River, where it forms the well-known bluff at St. 
Stephens. It is the only one of the marine stages of the eocene, 
which exhibits crystalline limestones ; associated, however, with 
blue and white marls more or less indurate at times, as is the case 
with the other groups. 

The marls, which have a tendency to be sandy rather than clayey, are 
the prevalent materials of the formation, and the chief repositories of the beautiful 
fossils of the group ; they usually alternate with ledges of blue (or by oxidation 
yellowish) limestone, more or less sandy and glauconitic, and not unfrequently 
contain within their mass, indurate, rounded nodules, often very rich in fossils. 

tils. It would be difBcult, however, to give a description of these calcareous 
strata without referring at the same time, to the Ugnito-gypseous* strata 'which 
generally accompany, usually overlie it, and might be considered as strictly 
belonging to the Grand Gulf Group, but for their being found in one locality at 
least, overlaid by a string of limestone nodules containing the characteristic 
fossil of the Vicksburg Group — the Orbitoides Mantelli. Through this, so close 
a connection is apparently established between the two groups just mentioned, 
as to afford a strong presumption in favor of the eocene age of the Grand Gulf 
Group itself. This circumstance, together with the occurrence of tree palms in 



*/'. e., clays or sands containing more or less gypsum and lignitic matters. 
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latitudes where none exist at present, is the only clue we have thus far to the 
age of the latter group. I shall therefore give, first in order, the sections occur- 
ring near Brandon, Rankin county, in which these relations are illustrated. The 
outcrops from which this general section 'is compiled, embrace between them a 
space of nearly seven miles E, and W. along the line of the Southern R. B,., from 
the junction of the old and new track near Brandon, to Batt's Summit, S. 3, T. 
5, R. 3 E. The thickness of the stra;ta, as given in the third column from the 
left, is the result of actual measurement ; the intal thickness, as given in ihn first 
column, is deduced from the R. R. levelings. 
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(Sec. 30.) 
'I'EltTIARY, FROM YOST'S LIME-KILX 
SUMMIT, RANKIN COUNTY. 



TO BATT'S 
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Yellow surface loam. 



Greenish yellow clay, with calcareous concretions, and 
lumps of Orhitoides Limestone. 



Yellow or deep orange-colored clay, with massy cleavage ; 
contains crystals of gypsum. Portions of it black with 
carbonaceous matter. 



12 



11 



IH 



Cream-colored or white, tallowy mineral, with crystals of 
;ypsum. 



10 



Yellow and blue clay interstratified; blue lower down, and 
massy. Contains crystals and flakes of gypsum, efflorescence 
of salts on the surface. 



Lignito-gypseous, clay and earthy Lignite, in cut at Brandon. 



Grayish-blue clays, massy or laminated, with crystals, 
sheets and rosettes of gypsum, and crusts of Yellow Iron 
Ore (11224) on cleavage planes. 



Gray gypseous clays. 



Yellowish calcareous .^ands with, Ostrea Vicksburgensis, 

Pecten Poulsoni, and casts ; in its upper portion, rounded, 

.30? dark -colored concretions (" nigger-heads") with well 

preserved Vicksburg fossils— ^'Irca Mississippiensis, CariHum 

diversum, etc. * 



White marls, more or less indurate at times, alternating 
with hard ledges abounding in Pecten Poulsoni and Orbi 
loiilct Mantelli, which impart to the rock a laminated 
structure. 



Ledges of solid blue limestone. Pecten Poulsoni, 
toides, Pidgornriii Miss., Panopaea oblongata. 



10 



OrU- 



White marls, more or less indurate, with hard ledges 
Pecten Poulsoni, Orhitoides Mantelli, Schizaster. 



Gray and yellowish laminated clays, interstratified with 
sand ; non-etfervesocnt, non-fossiliferous. Lowest visible. 



219. On the ridges S. of Richland Creek, near Brandon, and on the high 
dividing ridges between the waLei s of Pearl and Strong Rivers in S. Rankin 
generally, as well as in S. Hinds (e, g., between Auburn and Ravmond), we find 
the white friable sandstones of the Grand Gulf Group, underlaid by, and 
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alternating with, lignito-gypscous clays entirely similar to those found in the 
outcrops on the Southern 11. E., cast of Brandon. Sandstone similar to this, a& 
well as to the Port Adams' rock (ir236), is found overlying the calcareous 
Vicksburg strata near Raleigh, Smith county, and thus generally along the 
southern line of the Vicksburg Group. But nowhere, except at Batt's Summit, 
have I found the lignito-gypseous strata overlaid by the marine fossiliferous 
limestone of that group. On the other hand, the former — or rather the gray 
gypseous clays resulting from their disintegration, sometimes occupy the surface 
of the territory, forming "prairies" (whoso gray soil and exclusive Black Jack 
and Post Oak growth along their borders, readily distinguish them from the 
■'black prairies" formed by the calcareous materials of the marine formations); 
and "salty spots" where efflorescences of various salts (chiefly sulphates of lime, 
magnesia, potash and sometimes iron, and chloride of sodium) appear on the 
surface, often injuring vegetation greatly. It would seem, however, that in 
some localities either the lower portions of the Vicksburg, or the upper of the 
Jackson beds, are interstratifled with heavy, gray clays, gypseous or lignito- 
gypseous, to which the greater portion of the gypseous prairies owe their 
origin (see (11215, tf.) 

220. Localities of the Viclcsburg Grou]). — The general features of the Vicksburg 
bluft", which have already been mentioned, are exhibited in the following section. 
I regret that want of space precludes me frond giving the detailed section, in 
which no less than 24- distinct strata, recognizablfe at most points, are exhibited. 

(Sec. 31.) 
SECTION OF THE BLUFF AT VICKSBURG, WARREN COUNTY. 
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Calcareous silt with snails — Bluff Formation. 
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Bluish and yellowish hardpan, often pebbles — Orange 
Sand. 
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Alternating strata, 1 to 6 feet thick, of limestone and 
marl, containgthe Yichshurg fossils, and some bands of 
non-effervescent, gray sand and clay. 
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Black lignitic clay, and gray sand, with Ostrea 
j/igaiitea, Corbula alta, Naiica Mississippiensis, 
Gijtiwea sohrina, Madrepora Miss. 
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Gray or black, lignitic clays or sands, with iron 
pyrites; exuding salts and sulphuretted hydrogen. 


Solid, lustrous lignite, with whitish cleavage planes. 
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1 i 1 
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White limestone, of the Jackson Group ? 


1 
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Within the bed or series of beds, here marked as jSTo. 5, the thickness of the 
several ledges vaiies greatly, so that detailed sections taken at different points of 
the bluff, exhibit notable variations in this respect. There are, however, several 
horizons wliich may be recognized almost everywhere, if the land slides which 
liave taken place at many points, be left out of consideration. Thus, about 25 to 
28 feet above bed No. 4 (containing the large oysters), we find a succession of 
4 to 5 narrow bands (each 8 to 15 inches thick) of marl and laminated clay, 
which may be identified at all points, and acquire some importance from the 
circumstance that immediately beneath them, for the next 10 to 12 feet, the 
purest and hardest limestone (from whose strata most of the building stones 
and flagstones used at Vicksburg have been quarried) is found. The specimen 
of limestone analyzed (ir305) was taken from a point about 5 feet below the 
clay seams in question ; while the marl (11278) is derived from the 4 foot 
stratum immediately overlying the clay bands. Another stratum which, from 
the abundance and character of its shells, may be recognized easily, lies about 
16 feet above the clay bands — a reddish, sandy marl, about 3 feet thick. Its 
shells are white, well preserved and easily washed out by the rains ; among 
them, Ostrea Viclshurgensis, Area Mississippiensis, Cardium, diversum, Dm- 
talium Miss,, and numerous species oi Pleurotoma, are conspicuous. Immediate- 
ly beneath it lies a 3 foot bed of semi-indurate marl with large nodular masses 
of limestone, which can also be identified at most points ; and the whole 
character of the strata from tliis bed upwards to the Orange Sand, shows a close 
correspondence with No. 6 of the Brandon section (Sec. 30, ir218). 

The various clayey strata and bands of the exposure (from which to the marl 
there are many insensible transitions) give rise to patches of "prairie soil" on 
the Vicksburg hills. — At some of the higher points where deep washes have 
exposed the formation, we find at the base of the Orange Sand or its representa- 
tives, blue sandy clays greatly resembling some of those of the Grand Gulf 
Group. 

FOSSILS OF THE VICKSBURG GROUP. 
(Mostly occurring at the Vicksburg bluff). 

PISH. 

Curcluivduii angustidens, Ag, Saurocephalus lanclforrais, Hakl. 

CarclwA'odon raegalodcm, Ag. ? (may Otolithes. 

belong only to the Jackson Group.) IcJityodoriilites, scales and other remains 
Qaleocerdo latidms, Ag. offish. (Wailes). 

Teeth of several other species of 

Sqiialideae. 

CBUSTACEA. 

In the limestone of Vicksburg Marshall' and Stewart's quarries, and Brandon 
neighborhood, the plates, claws, etc., of a short-ta,iled crab are quite abundant. 

MOLLtJSCA. 

[T. A. OoNRAD «i J(«i)7!. Acad. Nr.i. Sc. of Pldla., 'Id series, Vol.1; Trcmf.- 
Ac. (irl. 1847.] 

BIVALVES. 

Panopaea oUongata. Tellina Vicksburgensis. 

Pholas Lri,rpi£tra. Bonax funerata. 

Amphidesma Missisvippimsis. Cytherea astartiformis. ■ 

PsammoKa papyria. Cytlierea imitahiUs. 

PsammoUa linLea. Cytherea senii-pundaia. 

Tdlina pedorosa. Cytherea Miss. 

Tellina serica. Cytherea sobrina. 
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Cytlierea perhrevis. 
Madra Miss. 
Mactra funerata. 
Crassaiella Miss. 
Cardium eversiim. 
CarcUiim globosum. 
Cardiam diversuin . 
Cardium Vickshurgen •< 
Gorhida intastriata. 
C'orbula engonata. 
Corbiila alta. 
Corbis staminea. 
Lucina Miss. 
Lucina perlevis. 
Loripes ? turgida. 
Loripes ? eburnea. 
KeUia ohJonga. 



Dentaliii'in Miss. 
Fissiirella Miss. 
Irochita trocMformls. 
Bulla cassiplica. 
ArcMtectonica trilirata. 
Phorus humilis. 
Sigaretus Miss. 
Natica Miss. 
Natica Vickshiirgensis. 
Narica Miss. 
Actaeon Andersoni. 
Ringicula Miss. 
Gypraea sphaeroides. 
Cypraea lintea. 
Gonus sauridens. 
Oliva Miss. 
Gancellaria Miss. 
Gancellaria funerata. 
Scalaria trigintanaria. 
Turritella Miss. 
Terehra divisiirurn. 
Tereh'a tantula. 
BiKcinum Miss. 
Cassidaria lintea. 
Cassis caelatura. 
Cassis Miss. 
Oniscia harpula. 
Fulgoraria Miss. 
Mitra ccmquisita. 
Mitra Miss. 
Mitra cellulifera. 
Climopus liratiis. 



Scutella Lyelli. 
Mortoni a Soger si 



Gliama Miss. 
Fectunculus arctatus. 
Leda serica. 
Nucula Viclishurgensis. 
Area Miss. 
Kavicula lima. 
Navicula Miss.- 
Navieula protraeta. 
Avicula argentea. 
Modiola Miss. 
Pinna argentea, 

Pinna n. sp., nearly a foot long ; Mar- 
shall's quarry. 
Lima staminea. 
Pecten Poulsoni. 
Pecten calvatus, Moet. 
Ostrea Vicksiurgensis. 
Ostrea gir/avfea. 

UNIVALVES. 

Mitra staminea. 
Mitra VicJcsburgensis. 
Oaricella dlemissa. 
Turhinella Wilsoni. 
TurKnella protraeta. 
Tiirhinella perexilis. 
Scohinella caelata. 
Triton crassidens. 
Triton ahlreviatus. 
Triton suhalveatus 
Triton Miss. 
Murex Miss. 
Melongena crassicornula. 
Typhis eurvirostris. 
Busyeon spiniger. 
Fulgur nodulatum. 
Clavella Vickshirgensis. 
Fusus Miss, 
iusus Yiclcsburgmsis. 
Ficus Miss. 
Pleurotdma porcellano. 
Pleurotoma Miss. 
Pleurotoma servata. 
Pleurotoma congesta. 
Pleurotoma cristata. 
Pleurotoma tantula. 
Pleurotoma tenella. 
Pleurotoma cochlearis. 
Pleurotoma ehoroides. 
Pleurotoma ahundans. 
Pleurotoma rotaedens. 
Pleurotoma decliva. 

EADIATA. 

Schizaster, n. sp. 
^ n. sp. 
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CORALa. 

Madrepora Miss., Cos. Lunuh'tcs Vichshwfji'in'S,Coy>. 

Madrepora Vickshuir/e)isis, Con. Lunulites sp. 

Ihrhinolia caulifera, Con Orhitoides Mantelli. 

221. Further than at Vicksburg itself, I have not as yet examined the forma- 
tions of AVarren county, and can state only what I have heard. — N. E. of 
Vicksburg, on the Tazoo bluff, as well as in ravines (which are deeply cut into 
the Bluff formation), the Vicksburg strata frequently appear up to Haynes' 
Bluff on the Yazoo, according to Prof. Wailes. I am not aware, however, that 
they appear anywhere S. of Vicksburg, nor on the line of the Southern R. E., 
west of Big Black River, Outcrops exist on the latter stream, above the rail- 
road crossing, in Hinds county ; of these, however, I have no personal 
knowledge. A specimen of very sandy, greenish marl, containing Vicksburg 
fossils, was collected by Prof. Wailes near Amsterdam, on the Big Black. At 
Brownsville, the Vicksburg strata crop out in the town, where a spring issues 
from beneath a ledge of blue limestone containing Area Mississippimsis, 
Orhitoides, Peden Foulsoni, and others ; it is overlaid by calcareous glauconitic 

sand with Pcvt&i Foulsoni, Osl,rea Vichsburgensis, and casts, the whole obvious- 
ly corresponding to adjacent portions of beds Nos. .3 and 6 of the Brandon 
profile. 

222. The blue limestone crops out on Baker's Creek a few miles below 
Bolton's Depot ; at Steward's quarry, 3 miles W. of Clinton, where specimens 
of Panopaea oblongata, Clypeaster, and Serpula, were procured by Prof. Wailes ; 
also a specimen of sandy marl containing Area Mississippiensis and Conus 
sauridens. It is found moreover at Marshall's quarry near Mississippi Springs, 
where impressions of Crassatella Mississippiensis, Gardium diversum, Panopaea 
oblongata. Pinna argentea, Tarritella Mississippiensis, a large Plioriis, and 
ScMzaster, as well as a small lenticular mass of fossil resin were collected by 
the same. Two specimens of a very large Pin na, not seen elsewhere, have beea 
found by Mr. Marshall. 

It is also found about nine miles S. of Jackson, on Pearl River ; and about 3 
miles S. of Byram Station, near the E. E., where itoccurs in disjointed, cavern- 
ous blocks rather than in a solid stratum. 

223. The banks of Pearl River at and above Byram Station, as well as the 
bed of the creek close by, exhibit fine outcrops of bluish marls with finely 
preserved shells, for obtaining which this is a very eligible locality. A section of 
this outcrop, and an analysis of one of the marls occurring there, will be found 
further on (1T280). 

About half a mile further up, instead of the uniform strata of marl seen ia 
the bluff at Byram, we obtain the following section — corresponding, no doubt, 
to strata somewhat lower than those at Byram. 
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(Sec. 32.) 

SECTION OF VICKSBXJRG STRATA, ABOVE BYRAM STATION, 

RANKIN COUNTY. 
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CHAKAOTER OF STRATA. 


NO 
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1 1 1 
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Gray calcareous sandstone, very hard. 


1 1 


t t t 
t + t 
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2i<; 


Blue marl with shells, and small grains of glauconite. 


5 


1 1 1 


2 
to 
3 


Gray, or variegated blue and yellow, sandy lime- 
stone, with numerous shells, of slaty cleavage. 


4 


1 1 


H 1 1- 

H 1 1- 


2>^ 
to 
3 


Sandy mlirl with shells and large grains of glauconite. 


3 


Clayey marl, bluish, with fewershclls than upper layer 


1 1 1 


2 


Gray or variegaied, .sandy hmestone. 


2 


1 i 


t + t 1 


Blue marl — waters edge. 











Shells of the Vicksburg Group, but more especially Orlifoides MantelU and 
Pecten Poulsoni, occur in all these strata. 

224. At Mr. German Berry's, S. 11, T. 4, R. 2 B,, (Monterey P. 0.), Rankin 
county, we find a blue, sandy glauconitic marl containing OrUtoides, Area 
Mississippiensis, Pecten Poulsoni, CytJierea iraitabilis, etc., cropping out on the 
banks of Richland Creek. It is overlaid by brown, laminated, gypseous clays, 
which form the main body of the hills. 

The chief outcrops near Brandon have already been noticed in the general 
profile, so that a few generalities only require to be added. The town of Bran- 
don itself is situated on a high ridge composed partly of Orange Sand, partly of 
the lignitic strata, which are struck in wells in the S. part of the town, furnishing 
water strongly impregnated with sulphuretted hydrogen, gypsum, and, usually, 
magnesian salts ; in some instances, sulphate of alumina. Crystals, rosettes and 
laminse of gypsUm, are very abundant in the lignitic strata of the Brandoa 
neighborhood ; in connection with the gypsum, either incrusting it, or intimately 
mixed with crystals of the same, there occurs a mineral of a sulphur-yellow 
color, apparently amorphous, but minutely crystalhne under the microscope, 
which consists essentially of hydrated persulphate of iron and sulphate of 
potash ; probably the Misy, or Yellow Iron Ore. The same occurs at Shongalo 
(11183). 

In Mr. Ware's well, S. of town, at a depth of 38 feet, Orbitoides limestone 
was struck, after passing through the lignito-gypseous strata ; and it appears on 
three sides at the foot of the ridge. Thus, due S. of the town, on S. 34, T. 5, R. 
3 B., on Richland Creek ; near Dr. Parker's, S. 27, where it appears in ledges 
2 to 3 feet thick, but not, apparently, continuous for any great distance. The 
-character of the outcrops in A. P. Miller's field, N. W. oi Brandon— SS. 17 and 
20, T. 5, R. 3 E, has been -given in the general section (11218) ; the strata 
compreliended in No. 2 form hills or low ridges, with ageneral bearing E. N. B. 
to W. S W., and which, according to elevation, are capped with the limestone 
strata Nos. 3 and 4. An analysis of the rock from No. 3, taken at Yost's, lime- 
kiln, is given below. 

225. Similar hills capped with limestone or "'hitish marl appear, further on 
in a N. E. direction, at Mr. Jos Jayne's plantation, and at Rev. D. A. Campbell's 
place, S. 2, T. 5, R. 3 E. At the latter locality we find, included between twt» 

R~10 
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ledges of limestone (the uppermost of which is rather cavernous), a lenticular 
mas" of calcareous spar, 18 inches to 2 feet in thickness, possessing a drusy 
surface, and composed of many layers which, when struck, cleave into acicular 
prisms of irregular form, disposed as usual; at right angles to the surtaces or 
nuclei on which the layers have been formed. A few stalactites which we find 
imbedded in the upp6r surface show this mass to have been formed in what was 
originally a small cave, by means of calc8,reous solutions infiltrated from above. 
— Beyond the usual fossils, a Scutella ? — is very common here ; it is always 
converted into brown calcareous spar. 

226. At Dr. I. M. Quin's, 4 miles S. E. of Brandon, we find limestone under- 
laid by whitish mnrls, a profile of which, as well as analysis of the latter, will 
be found below (ir285). I have not explored personally the countrj'^ on the 
prandon and Raleigh road, but according to reliable information, outcrops similar 
to those at Dr. Quin's and a country resembling that N. and E. of Brandon, 
continue on to Polkville and beyond, where, on the waters of the Okahay, the 
calcareous as well as the gypseous prairie are well developed ; e g'. in the neigh- 
borhood, and N. of, Mr. L. E. Crook's place, S. 14, T. 3, R. 7 E. 

227. Due N. of Raleigh, at Mr. Austin's mill, S. 18, T. 3, R. 8 E., wo find, 
in the bed of a creek, blue marl with well preserved Vicksburg fossils ; the 
material being, however, very changeable, and sometimes containing lar^e 
indurate lumps. On the ridges B. of Raleigh, in descending to Shongalo Creek, 
we find at a level considerably above the marl at Austin's mill, outcrops of 
Orbitoides limestone ; on the summits of these ridges, we find the Orange Sand 
underlaid by white friable sandstone of the Grand Gulf Group, and in wells on 
the ridge (as at Mr. Craft's) lignito-gypseous strata are struck. Between Shon- 
galo and Rowland's Creek, on the Garlandsville road, the ligriito-gypseous strata, 
as well as the sandstone, are wanting, while at the level at which these are 
found on the ridges near Raleigh, the Orbitoides limestone appears — forming 
ridges with flat backs, on which round knolls of Orange Sand are perched, 
while on the hillsides, we find prairie soil. — After crossing Rowland's Creek, 
on the Garlandsville road, no more limy strata appear until we reach the 
Nichols neighborhood, where the Zeuglodon bones are found (TI207). 

228. I have not personally explored the territory of the Vicksburg Group in 
S. Jasper ; it is described-, however, as being entirely similar to that in Smith 
county, even as, still further S. E.,' I have found it in Wayne. Observations 
made by Prof. W. D. Moore, on the Paulding and Williamsburg road, show fine 
outcrops of the strata of this group to exist near Judge McCollum's, at a point 
about 3 miles S. W. of Paulding, where there appear on the hillsides, strata 
characterized by great numbers of the Scldzaster, occurring with Pecten Poulsoni ; 
and at a lower level, the Vicksburg bed containing Ostrea gigantea, crops out. 
As in the territory of the Jackson Group, N. of this, the appearance of outcrops 
is very much dependent upon accidental circumstances, since the ridges consist 
of Orange Sand, and it is only in the deeper channels that the eocene strata are 
exposed at all. 

229. In Wayne county, W. of the Ghickasawhay River, in T. 9, R. 7 W., the 
ridges are also to a great extent composed of Orange Sand ; yet v,'e frequently 
find stmta of sandy marls with Orbitoides and Pectm Poulsoni, cropping out on 
the hillsides, and sometimes on the hilltops ;dso- 

On tlie Chickasawhay, between Red Bluff and the latitudi; of Waynesboro', 
botli marls and limestones crop out with frequency ; the same is the casj on the 
crooks on the E. side, as on Cakchey'.s Mill-creek, and Limestone Creek; 
especially near the mouth of the latter, ai, the loot of the hill on which Dr. E. A. 
Miller lives — the most southerly outcrop of the calcareous Eocene on the 
Chickasawhay. The sections exhibited here in the river banks and cuts of the 
R. R., correspond so closely to those between Yost's Lime-kiln and Brandon 
Depot (11218), that the specimens can hardly be distinguished from ench other 
when placed side by side ; the only difference being the great abundance of 
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Orhitoides in the soft white marl intervening between the strata of rock. The 
ledges of hard limestone (Nos. 3 and 4, Sec. 33) are not so wel' defined — the 
rock being softer and whitish ; as it appears on the hillside, where the plow 
touches it. The sandy strata (No. 6) are the same in every respect. Near the 
top of the hill, Dr. Miller found in his well a stratum of blue shell marl 3 or 4 
feet in thickness, underlaid by a stratum 3 or 4 feet thick, of green laminated 
clay. — The aggregate thickness of the calcareous Vicksburg sirata, as observed 
here, also corresponds very nearly to that deduced at Brandon from the R. E. 
levelings. 

According to information given me by Dr. Miller, the same strata appear on 
the Buckatunna, E. and S. B. of his place. Between the two streams, there 
extends a belt of calcareous prairie — or rather, a succession of prairie spots on 
the ridges, where the limestone frequently crops out — characterized always by 

Orhitoides and Peden Poulsoni, and not unfrequently, by a very large Salenia ? 
— Between this prairie belt and those extending eastward, from Trotter's Plan- 
tation and Ogburn's (i|209), there intervenes a belt of "hogbed soil" — formed 
perhaps, from the clayey strata interposed between the Jackson and Vicksburg 
Groups. 

V. THE GRAND GULP GROUP. 

230. Notwithstanding the large extent of territory represented 
on the map as occupied by this formation, it is of less importance 
to the district of its occurrence, than most of the formations here- 
tofore mentioned, are to theirs. Not only is it comparatively poor 
in useful materials, but on the whole, it takes but a limited and 
unimportant part in the surface conformation of the region, which 
is chiefly due to the deposits of the Orange Sand age. Its greatest 
development takes place on the waters of Pearl River, and on the 
tributaries of the Mississippi ; while on the waters of Leaf, Chick- 
asawhay, and Pascagonla Rivers, it often requires a diligent search 
to detect it at all under the heavy covering of the Orange Sand. 

231. Its materials are, essentially, clays and sandstones, the latter 
generally rather aluminous and soft, and of white, gray and 
yellowish-gray tints ; the sand being very sharp. Beds of loose 
sand are unusual ; but the clays are oftentimes quite meagre, though 
the sand contained in them (as is the case in the sandstones) is 
usually quite fine. 

Beds of pure, highly tenacious clay are quite abundant, however, and there 
is on the whole, little tendency to lamination ; so that, while in the Northern 
Lignitic formation, massy cbys are the exception, they are the rule in the Grand 
Gulf stage. It is owing to this circumstance, no doubt, that the fossil remains 
of plants, which are far less common in this than in the lower stages of the 
Lignitic, are so rarely well preserved. The colors of these claj s, also, are 
generally much lighter than those we see in the Northern Lignitic, being rarely 
other than gray, grayish-white, blue and green — the latter colois often reaching 
a high degree of intensity; though on their surface, they olten appear yellow from 
oxidation. 

N. W. of a Hne drawn from Fort Adams, Wilkinson county, to Raleigh, 
Smith county, sandstones are quite abundant in this formation — rather the 
prevalent material. S. E. of that line, however, I know of none, the several 
kinds of clay forming the exclusive material. 

So far as I know, the whole formation from Grand Gulf and Raymond to 
Dwyer's Ferry on the Pascagoula River, is characterized by the presence, more 
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-or less, oi gypsum and common salt, and generally also of magneaian salts. This 
is the case even with many of the Eolid_ Sandstones, which on exposure to the 
weather become covered with efflorescences of salts ; and it is to this peculiarity, 
no doubt, that their want of durability is to a great extent to be attriLuted. 
Moreover, these sanilstones frequently contain small concretions of iron pyrites, 
which vitriblesce when the rock' is exposed, and thus rend even large blocks. 

The carbonate of lime is, a rare ingredient, and the deposits containing it are 
•always quite limited. Even in these, I have never detected even a trSce of 
jnarine fossils. 

232. Localities of the Orand Galf Group. — No outcrop, perhaps, is more 
characteristic, E^nd represents within ■.< small space so many peculiarities of the 
formation, as that from which it has tiiken its name — that forming the Bluff at 
Grand Gulf, on the Mississippi River, where it is overlaid by the calcareous silt 
of the Blulf formation. The following is a detailed section obtained by myself, 
on the spot : 

(Bee, 33.) 

SECTION OF THE BLUFF AT GRAND GULF, CLAIBORNE COUNTY. 



I FEET 
I 60 

I to 
70 



I I 



li 
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17 



CHAKAOTBE OF STRATA. 



Calcareous silt of the Bluff formation, forming the 
hilltops. * 



" Grand Gu'f Sandstone," in ledges 10 inches to 
2 feet in lhicl<;v.'ss ; stratifi:at30n often discordant 
and curved. 



Gray sandy uiaterial, sometimes soft sandstone, 
with an argillaceous cement ; alternating with 
harder ledges, G to 10 inches thick, of friable, 
whitish sandstone 



Solid whitish sandstona. of good quality. 



Greenish-gray clay, with white veins of carb. of lime. 



Soft white sandstone. 



Grayish-yellow pipeclay. 



Dark 



fray, 



brittle sandstone. 



12 



11 



Gray, semi-indurate, clayey sand. 



Gray and yellowish sands and ckys, semi-induratc, 
iutorstnitified. 



Semi-indurate, gray sand. 

Groeni.sh gray clay, with vein s orcarboratc of 



\J[ 

233. The character of the minor ledges of this section is very chanscalilp, so 
that, fifty yards from the precise point where these data were tl:kcii, the aspect 
of the lower portion of the profile especially, may Viuy greatly. It is only the 
upper ledge (No. 11) which possesses the peculiar structure which ch.iractt rizes 
the " Grand Gulf Sanilitone" proper, vin : Grains of pellucid quartz, constituting 
rather a coarse sand, imbedded in an r'l-qnc-, white, r]i;Mi;oI-liko raas.s of silex, 
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which forms quite half of the bulk of the rock, It in not of eoiiimo;! occur- 
rence, except near the latitude of Grand Gulf It appears in a ledge about 15 
inches thick, on hillsides at a branch a.bout 2 miles S W. of Port Gibson, 
under aid by massy blue clay ; an outcrop N. ol Port Gibson, on Mr. J. C. 
Humphreys' land, docs not exhibit the peciHiar structure of the " Grand Gulf 
rock " At Kocky Spring, in a profile of oO (eet, wo find only 2 or 3- feet of the 
peculiar rock, and tlien ratlier in lenticular mnsses than in continuous strata, 
the rest being soft sandstones, clays, etc., which foim the usual material of the 
numerous (mi crops in Claiborne and S. Hinds ; and to (iescribe which would be 
endles.", repetition, the only rule being, that neir to the edge of the calcareous 
(Viiksburu:) strata, the materials generalh resemble more nearly those of the 
lignito-gypsrous furmation near Brandon (If'-^IS ff.) There are, however, in^ 
several localities, strata of considerable thickness, of solid sandstone, hard 
enough to answer for architectural piir.joses ; thus at the Grindstone Ford, 
where the Raymond and Port Gibson road crosses the Bayou Pierre, a solid 
stratum at least 15 leet in thickness, crops out on the bluf, and similar ledges 
occur near the Misiissippi Sjrin.;s ; the rock b3ing, however, ordinary siliceous 
sandstone. Between Terry and Crystal Springs, 'ledges of white sandstone are- 
exhibited in several cuts — generally soft, and alternating with materials still 
softer; the true " Grand G.df rocl--" is found there also, however. It is said to> 
be very abundant in the heads of the Bayou Pierre in Copiah county generally^ 

234 Silicified wood is very abundant in 8. Hinds and E. Claiborne, as well as 
in Copiah ; trunks of trees with roots still visible, are said to occur S. of Rocky 
Spring. It is in this region, on the Bayou Pierre, that silicified palm wood is 
often found ; numerous specimens of it have been picked up near Rocky Spring. 
It also occurs, however, in Hinds county ; a very fine specimen, found near 
Spring Ridge P. 0., his lat(^»b^ presented by Dr. W. Thompson ; and in 
Mrs. Oakley's collection, at JacKon, there are specimens found by Governor 
Matthews in the bank of Pearl River, close to the town. 

Beds of lignite appear to occur in several localities, near Big Black River, W. 
and N. W. of Rocky Spring. One 2 feet thick is mentioned by Prof. Wailes, as 
being inclosed between two ledges of sanJstone, and impressions of aquatic 
plants are mentioned as occurring in it. Another is said to have been struck in 
a well on S. 11, T. i, R. 3 W., Hinds county, at thirty-five feet ; and another 
still is mentioned as existing on Pearl River at Partin's Perry, Hinds county. 

2351 In Jefferson county the materials of the formation appear to be generally 
soft (or at least brittle) sandstones, and clays. The strata underlying the town 
«f Fayette, which crop out a short distance from the place, on the Port Gibsen 
road, seem to correspond to strata No's 3, 4 & 5 of the Grand Gulf profile ; the 
fine grained, dark gray, brittle sandstone, on the exposed surfaces of which 
eflSorescences of salts occasionally appear, is sometimes quite cellular ; wells 
dug in this formation yield fetid, undrinkable water. In the ridges S. of 
Fayette, towards Hamburg, we find chiefly gray clays, which sometimes appear 
even on the summits of the ridges, but usually crop out on the hillsides and in 
gullies. In several spots they contain veins and concretions of carbonate of 
liine, but no fossils. 

2352 In Franklin county, near Hamburg, we find only blue clays in the beds 
«f the streams, but lurther S. & S. W., on the Homochitto and Wells' Creek, 
sandstone is found in abundance — associated, however, with clayey strata, to 
the mud formed by the disintegration of which, the ridge between the Homo- 
chitto and Wells' Creek owes its sonorous name of " Devils Backbone." In 
some localities in this region, ledges o^ considerable thickness and uniformity 
occur ; the rock from Dixon's Quarry, S. 40, T. 6, R. 2 E., which is of fine 
quality, is scarcely to be distinguished from that of Grindstone Ford, ment'oned 
above ; it is almost perfectly white. 

236. According to Prof Wailes, the ledges forming the Devils Backbone are 
traxieable in S. W. course, with little interruption, to Loftus' Heights, near Fort 
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Adams, on the Mississippi River, where for several miles dovcn the river, out- 
crops of soft sandy materials interstratified with ledges of rough variegated 
sandstons, are to be sjjn ; but here, as elsewhere, notwithstanding the good 
opportimity atlordeil for examination, I have been unable to detect even a trace 
of fossils.— The Block-house Hill, at Fort Adams, affords the following section : 

(Sec. 34.) 
SECTION AT LOFTUS' HEIGHTS, FORT ADAMS, WILKINSON CO. 



j KISKT 


CHABACTER OF STRATA. 


NO 

3 

2 

1 




73 
87 


Yellowish-gray calcareous silt of Cluff Formation. 
Orange Sand. — Yellow, orange and white sands. 




i i 1 


170 


Argillaceous sandstone, yellowish-gray in its mass, 
variegated with ferruginous spots and veins, and of 
ditferent degrees of hjp*i^s, so as to weather into 
rough, jagged surfaced Traceable to waters edge. 


, 1 1 


1 1 1 


i 1 


1 1 1 



The sandstone of stratum No. 1, besides being of unequal hardness within its 
mass, is interstratified, at from 6 to 15 feet, with softer, sandy strata, which 
often wash away so as to cause the ledges of rock to tumtle down. 

S.liidstone of better quality occurs in N. B. Wilkinson, on the waters of 
Buffalo River, and on Hoinochitto. Near Meadville sandstone crops out in 
several localities on the Homochitto, interstratified with gray clay, and with aU 
degrees of tr\nsifcion from cl;iy to sandstone, as well as, in one and the same 
block, from Vrn: Port Adam=i rock to that of Grindstone Ford. Such is the case 
■at a bluff on Judge Cassed_y'.'4 land, S. 32, T. 6, R. 5 E., where about 20 feet of 
these m iteriiils are exhibited ; about a mile lower dowii, according to Judge 
Cissady, a deposit of lignite underlies these strat:!, in the bed of the river. 
On a hilltop about }^ mile due S. of the outcrop mentioned, there occurs a 
sin^ul;5r deposit of orange-colored calcareous chiy, a special discription of which 
is given further on (If296). A few miles W. of this point, there is aquarry of 
rook very simihr to that of Dixon's quarry and Grindstone Ford, and S. of it 
wo find, for several miles, gray clays appearing on the hillsides.' 

237. With th':' development of the formation in Amite county, I am not 
aquainteJ. In W. Pike coimty, I have seen it only at the N. end of Magee's 
cut on the M (), J & G. N. R R., S. of Bogue Chitto Station, whore a stratum of 
gray laminitol clay interstratified with sand, appears, 15 feet thick at first, but 
disippearing with a southward dip. /j.t Holmesville, Wi>lls of a greater depth 
than 20 to 25 feet strike blue or black fetid clays, in which lignitized trunks, 
andoth'.r vegetable remains are said to bo found. In E, Pilco county, "blue 
dirl" is frequently struck in wells— thus at 5 to 10 feet on S. 21, T. 3, K. 11 B. 
(Mr. Conjrly's). Further E we find a deep blue. meiip,io cliy cropping out on 
the banks of Pearl River, at Pope's Ferry, below Columbia, Marion county. The 
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same material is said to be fi-eqtieiitly exhibited on Pearl River b^low the Ferry; 
the only i,n3 I have examined is Bui'nett's Bluft", near Spring Cottage P. 0., 
Marion county (about S 18, T. 1, U. 17 VV.), a section of vs'-hioh is given further 
on (11302). It consists essentially of green and blue clays, of various degrees of 
meagreness, of which about ','>! feet are exhibited, overlaid, on the hills, by about 
50 feet of gravelly Orange S.ind str ita. The same materials crop out on the 
creeks inland ; an anilysis of onu^of thjm is given in the place above referred to. 

238. Between Columbiaand Mon tic el lo, outcrops similar to those just referred 
to, occur with frequency, .;n 1 high blufls of the same appear about 10 miles 
above Columbia, near, Mr. Vi% Barnes', whose interest in the use of the materials 
of these bluffs as fertilizers has given them some note in the State. A special 
profile of one of them is g'ven in another place (11"299) ; its chief interest is 
derived from the fact ' that one of the strata is strongly impregnated with car- 
bonate of lime, which occurs in layers and veins, and at one point seemed to 
contain chelonian bones — but the most diligent search conldnot detect any other 
fossil remains. — An sinatysis of thi.s material is given further on (ifSOO). 

On the banks of Pearl River at MonticcUo, we find a few feet of the clays in 
question — the lowest stratum visible being heavy blue clay, gradually becoming 
more sandy further upwards, and finally passing into yellowish and gray 
laminated clays, fragments of lignitized wood, with iron pyrites, occur in this 
blutf. In the latter, strong mineral waters are obtained. Westward of Monti- 
cello, aledgeof grayish-yellow calcareous smdst^ne about two feet in thickness, 
is seen in beds of the creek.s, overlying these clays ; and in its turn overlaid by 
similar materials, which further inland, form numerous bald, gray clay hilltops. 
The same occurs in the ridges opposite Monticello, in E. Lawrence, where strata of 
lignite are said to be found, and on the Monticello and Westville road, we find 
the gray clay interstnitified with small sandstone ledgeS at two or three 
different levels. 

239. On the portion of Pearl River embraced in Simpson and Copiah, both 
gray or blue clays, and sandstone ledges, appear in several localities, both on the 
river banks and on the confluents. Thus oil S. 27, T. 9, R. 21 W., on Pearl 
River, where gray and reddish gray clay occurs interstratified with sandstone 
ledges, some of nhich exhibit a dip of about 45 deg. S. E. — owing no doubt, to 
a local fault, since dips in various incompatible directions are repeatedly met 
with in Simpson county. — Higher up, at Rockport, a, jagged ledge of sandstone 
resembling the Fort Adams ryck, runs out into the river from both sides, for 30 
to 50 feet on each, so as to narrow the channel considerably — the surface of the 
ledge being about 3 feet above low water, and overlaid as well as underlaid by 
gray cl .y.s, which also appear in streams on the Copiah side. 

240. On Strong River, so far as it passes through Simpson county, there are 
numerous outcrops of the clays and chryey sands of the Grand Gulf Group. 
One occurs at the bridge on the Westville and Brandon road — another, and the 
best exposure in the region, is on S. 10, T. G, R. 20 W., near Banks' bridge, and in 
Mr. Barber's field. Near the bridge, strata of whitish materials, varying from 
soft s ind and clay, to sandstone, ci-ops out, with a dip varying from 15 to 20 
deg. W. ; taking this dip into aciiimnt, about 110 feet are exposed vertically, 
although the outcrop is nowhere higher than 40 feet. The materials here con- 
tain abundant vestiges of lenve?, but so poorly preserved as to be generally 
irrecognizable ; the only form n.adu out with certainty, was a fragment' of a 
fan-shaped palm-leaf. Haifa mile W. of this spot, in Mr. Barber's field, the 
strata are horizontal, lignitic and very fetid, their surface being covered with 
a yellow efflorescence of salts. 

241. The materials of tlie formation in S. Rankin are prevalertly sandy, 
generally white "j-otten" F.'.ndstones, but yet frequently interstratifled with 
lignitic, and generally very fetid and sahne, clays. Outcrops of this kind are 
very common on the waters ot Steen's Creek, where the saltiness of the clays 
gives rise to numerous cattle-licks ; in some instances, the cattle have eaten 
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caves into the hillsides ; and I have found a crust of white salt, J^ inch thick, 
formed by evaporation on a ledge of clay in the bed of Steen's Creek. Very 
nearly the same phenomena obtain on Campbell's Creek waters ; agood outcrop 
occurs at Tucker's mill, S. 14, T. 3, R. 3 E. 

In one well near Oato (Cox's), a solid ledge of gypsum 10 to 12 inches thick, 
imbedded in gray clay, was passed through ; most wells have saline and gyp- 
seous water 

242 It has b°en stated that most of the sandstones of this group, when 
-exposed to the weather, show a tendency to cleave at right angles to the plane 
of stratification ; hence such blocks frequently appear in the shape of shoit 
angular prisms, often of great regularity. 1'hi'; peculiarity, which may be 
observed in almost any outcrop from Grand Gulf eastward, has in several 
instances led. to the belief that these forms were the result of human agency, 
■and this has more especially been the case with a hard cherty ledge of sandstone 
which crops out on the banks of a branch some distance E. of Cato, at Mr. J. 
Moris in's ^abo it S. 13, T. 3, R. 2 E.) This ledge underlies the entire hill at 
the foot of w.iu-h it crops out, as has been demonstrated in digging wells ; at 
one [joint, luiw ver, its surface has been exposed to a considerable extent, 
forming a " vlafbrm" or "pavement," known even beyond the limits of the 
county of Rankin. At this point, the bed shows the usual regular prismatic 
cleavage ; its upper surface is very level and smooth, its lower jagged and 
nodular, precisely as would be the case had the indurating (siliceous) solution 
attained its natural quiet level in a basin of sand. The fragments of rock fit 
each other closely on the uneven and obviously cleaved surface, in a manner 
which no amount of human labor could possibly effect, unless on polished 
surfaces ; besides, a stroke of the hammer produces similar forms on a smaller 
scale in any one of the supposed flagstones. It is quite likely that the spot 
may at some time have been a resort for the aborigines ; since relics of human 
art are said to have been found in its surroundings, and tracings on the surface 
of the rock ; but th; ledge itself is clearly the work of nature. 

243. In E. Simpson, and S. Smith, the Orange Sand covers the surface so 
thickly that it is only occasionally we find any of the materials of the Grand 
•Gulf Group. At Jaynesville, fetid black clays were struck in a well 30 feet 
deep, dug by Mr. Magee in a bottom ; generally, the Orange Sand is not 
passed through. The sandstone occurring near Raleigh, and the gypseous clays 
found in a well, have already been mentioned (ir227) ; the strata found are a 
mere repetition of those on Steen's Creek. On Leaf River, at Kees' bridge, 8. 
8, T. 1, R. 8 E., we find a stratum of deep blue clay, covered with saline 
efflorescences. In one well, neat at hand, on S. 2, same T. & R., the clay was 
bored into for 30 feet, some lignite being struck in it White sandstone, also. 
is said to be found in S. W. Smith county. 

I have not, as yet, examined the counties of Covington, Jones and Perry ; so 
&r as I have heard. Orange Sand alone prevails there ; it is likely, however, that 
in the deeper channels, the materials, of the Grand Gulf Group may be 
exhibited. 

244 On the Chiekasawhay and Pascagoula River, I have found these materials 
outcropping in four localities. The most northerly is at Col. Sam. Powe's, 2 
miles S. of Winchester, Wayne county ; a locality of the highest interest in the 
study of this formation, on account' of the well preserved lignitized trunks of 
trees found there ; not only in situ in the bank, but absolutely on the spot on 
which they grew, with their stumps standing and roots imbedded in the ancient 
soil, on the surface of which we find the vestiges of numerous successive layers 
of leaves, separated by thin sheets of whitish sandy clay — the results of the 
autumnal fall of leaves, and winter overflows. .The whole of this remarkable 
deposit is covered by about twenty feet of Orange Sand strata, as exhibited in 
the following section : 
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(Sec. 35.) 
SECTION OF FOSSILIFEROUS STRATA AT SAM. POWE'S, NEAK 
WINCHESTER, WAYNE COUNTY. 



— 


18 




CHABACTER OF STRATA. 


6 

•A 

5 

'3 
2 

1 


Yellow sand, with pebbles in its lower portions — 
Orange Sand. 


. . 




18 
1 


White sand with nodules of pipeclay. 
Black clay with leaves. 


— — — 


3 


• 


Grayish white sand, with vestiges of leaves on 
stratification lines. 




5 




Bluish sandy clay, with roots and trunks of 
Cupuh'ferae, Coniferac and Pahnae. 



The trunks are prostrate, many of them washed out of their matrix by the 
river, and resemble common " old logs." They retain their roundness, are quite 
light and porous when dry, but absorb water like a sponge, allowing of its being 
squeezed out. Two cuts of a common saw will readily sever a trunk 12 inches 
in diameter. Most of them are dicotyledons, a smaller portion Conifers ; and 
next to these, tree pa'ms, one trunk of which was about 8 inches in diameter, 
its fibres pulling out of the soft lignitic mass, like those of a corn-stalk out o( its 
pith. I also found, and followed up, a scaly palm root for about 4 feet. The 
dicotyledonous woods found resembled mostly those of oaks and beeches. 

245. Descending the Chickasawhay, we next find a long outcrcp of compact, 
bright blue clay, in a bluff at Mr. W. P. Avera's place, SS. 25 and 36, T. 5, 
R. 6 W., Greene county. About 15 feet of this material are visible above water, 
overlaid by the same amount of -yellow sand, in which silicified wood is common. 
Chalybeate and saline waters flow from the stratum in several places, and 
according to Mr. A., brilliant metallic lumps — of iron pyrites — are found in the 
mass. At Venaon Williams', 7 miles below Averas', we also find blue clayey 
•and in the bed of the river. 

Gray clay is seen outcropping on the hillside at Judge Fairley's Ferry, not far 
ipom Cress Boads P. 0., Jackson county ; and similar clays appear in the hills 
E. of the P. O., where they contribute essentially to the formation of the soil. 

246. At Dwyer's Ferry on the Pascagoula River, S. 11, T. 5, R. 7 W., we find 
tie following section, on the river bluff : 
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(Sec. 36.) 
SECTION OF BLUFF AT DWYER'S FBEEY, JACKSON COUNTY. 





m 

H 


CHARACTER OF STRATA. 


§ 


^^-~-^-~'- 


2 
4 


Yellowish, indurate clay — " Flatwoods Clay." 


5 


Gray sand with yellow dots, contfiining particles of 
lignite, and crystals of gypsum. 


4 


■ ■ — • 


7 


Gray sandy clay with lignitic layers, traces of leaves, 
and crystals of gypsum. 


3 


— — — 


4 


Blue massy clay, with crystals of gypsum. 


2 


• 


12 


Stratified; gray clayey sands, cleaving into layers 
1 to 6 inclies thick. 


1 



This is the last outcrop observed in this direction, bearing the character of the 
Grand Gulf Group. 

NEWER TEETIAEY ? OF THE COAST. 

247. It has been mentionefl, when speaking of the Orange Sand 
Group, that its characteristic strata extend, in several poinrs, to 
within a few miles of the Gulf Coast. It overlies there a forma- 
tion partly marine, partly fresh-water ,'consisting chiefly of gray or 
black, fetid, ill stratified, massy clay, which forms the impervious 
stratum to which the "Pine Meadows" of the coast region owe 
their peculiar features (see "Sea Coast Counties"), and extends 
seaward into the Mississippi Sound, where it constitutes the "blue 
clay bottom" of the deeper channels, beyond the sands of the 
beach. It is reached at moderate depths along the whole coast, 
and renders the ^vater of wells undrinkable, whenever it comes in 
cdntact with the "black mud." Notwithstanding that at Pass 
Christian, for instance, the stratum is reached at 7 feet, it is but 
rarely so exposed as to afford good opportunities for observation, 
and the brief space of time v/hich 1 have spent on the coast, has 
not allowed me to search for thorn systematically. I shall simply 
^ive, therefore, the data I have thus far succeeded in obtaining, 
without attempting to fix the precise epoch which tliese strata may 
represent. 

248. On the Bayou Bernard, near Mr. Bell's, on S. 15, T. 7, R. 11 W., there 
is an outcrop some 300 yards long, of about 8 feet of dark, bluish-black clay, 
which is very tenacious, fetid, and irregularly stratified. In this there occurs a 
lenticular mass, about 10 yards long and 2 to 2}^ feet thick, of white shells 
imbedded in clay similar to that which surrounds it. These shells are very 
much decayed ; we can nevertheless recognize the common hving oyster, 0. 
Virginim, which forms theiivjm^n mass ; adhering to the oysters, we find 
occasionally the common BalS^^(^arnade) of the Coast, together with Mytilut 
hamatus, which at present, al^Jiisigenerally found clinging to the oyster. No 
signs of other fossils were found in the clay surrounding the shelly mass. 
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Wells in the neighborhood strike this clay at the depth of a few fact ; the water 
being altogether undrinkable. 

249. According to information given me by Mr. H. Taylor, of Pass Christian, 
shells appear imbedded in both banks of Wolf River, about 2U miles (by wateri 
above the Pass. This locality I have not visited. 

Lower down, at Mr. J. Saucier's, S. 20, T. 7, R. 12 W., on Wolf River, there 
is a bluff about 30 feet high, affording the following section : 

(Sec. 37.) 

SECTION OF NEWER TERTIARY ? AT SAUCIER'S, ON WOLF RIVER, 

HARRISON COUNTY. 



-- - 


In 

20 


CHAEAOlkK OF STKATA. 


d 


Gray and yellow sand, stratified, more or less clayey, 
especially below. 


3 




2 
to 
3 


Yellowish gi-ay, massy clay. 


2 








: 5 ■ 


7 
to 
8 


Matrix of dark gray or black clayey sand, or muck, 
inclosing trunks, stumps, roots and knees of Cypress, 
with bark and wood preserved. Also a few pine 
burrs. 


1 



The whole of stratum No. 1 cannot be better described than as the soil of a 
cypress swamp, with its muck, fallen trunks, knees, stumps, etc.- Of these 
there are evidently several generations, separated by more clayey layers of muck. 
The fibrous bark of the cypress is perfectly preserved ; the wood is yellowish 
and soft, but by no means lignitized fcutting very nearly like that of the Tupelo 
tree\ and its structure and shape perfect. 

A few hundred yards below this spot, we find a similar deposit, 'n which, 
instead of the cypress, the wood, burrs and decayed leaves,' apparei^ly of the 
Short-leaf Pine, prevail. It is said that similar outcrop-* occur further up on 
Wolf River. Moreover, Col. J. J. McCaughan, of Rosalie, as well as Mr. H. 
Taylor, above mentioned, state that similar deposits have been found in numerous 
wells alongthe coast ; and that about 3 miles E. of the Pass the black clay, with 
cypress knees, crops out on the sca-sl ore. It is possible that some of the 
stumps and roots observe. 1 on the sea-beach, and attributed to the living trees of 
the beech, belong to this deposit, especially if, as is stated, many of them should 
turn out to belong to the Cypress, which at present is not found ^ ithin many 
miles of the coast of Mississippi, however abundant on that of Louisiana. In 
several bluffs of Wolf River and Bayou Dehsle, we, see layers of dark colored 
sand, possessing a lignitic odor, which seem to indicate, whenever they 
pccur, the proximity of the black ol.iy formation. 

250. At West Piiscagoula, in,the well at Mrs. McRae's residence, (he following 
section w;is obtained : 1'en or fifteen feet of sand, then about ten feet gf blue 
clay vpith yellow streaks, then ton feet of sky-blue clay ; then a bed of gray, 
calcareous, water-bearing sand, containing abundance of shells. -Of these, ths 
few I saw were identical with species now living on the Coast, and their state of 
preservatiop scarcely other than that of the shells imbedded in the sea-beach 
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sand for a few years. The water struck rose to -wHkin yo feet uf the surface ; 
it is a saline, sulphureous chalybeate, too strong for ordinary use ; it is very 
similar, on the whole, to thatot Ocean SpriDgs. The level of the water is probably 
by several feet above that of the Sound. 

251. Near Pearlington, heavy gray clay crops out in v.'ashes on the road.side. 
Thence uo to Haboloohitto, similar strata appear near the surface in several points. 
At the latter point, however, in a well dug by Col. Kimball, 40 feet deep, after 
passing though some 25 feet of sand and gravel, a deposit of maroie slitll's was 
struck, in a gray sandy material. I did not see any of the shells found in the , 
well, which v/as dug 17 years before ; but Col. Kimball says they were quite 
friable. — Thence northward, nothing but Orange Sand is seen, until we reach 
the neighborhood of Burnett's BluiF, before mentioned (^[237 ; 302). 

USEFUL MATERIALS OF THE TERTIARY FORMATIONS. 

252. Useful mahrials of the A'ortiivrn JJyniiic. — Tlu-oe consist 
chiefly of Lignite or lirown Coal, and rlnycy materiaU of various 
kinds, some suitable for firebrick and pottery ; other.s for the 
manufacture of alimi. and doubtlo'^rj, with proper precautions, for 
manure also. 

The extensive Lignite, bech of i!ii> formation have not as yet 
received tiiat special aitention and study which their great ultimate 
importance deserves. Although in general inferior, as a fuel, to 
bituminous, or stone coal, the better rpialities of lignite can be. and 
are made to subserve, most of the purposes to v?hich the former is 
applicable, the most important exception being, that on account of 
their softness and tendency to cleave when carbonized, the lignites 
cannot be successfully converted into coke. 

In its heating effect, as well as in other respects, lignite stands intermediate 
between wood and bituminous coal ; being in fact nothing more than an 
imperfectly formed coal, and showing transitions into true coal as distinctly nn 
one side as it does into wood on the other. Examples of both these transitions 
occur among the ligaites o? Mississippi ; hence there exists in this material, as 
may be supposed, a great diversity of aspect as well as of quality, which it is 
of the highest importance to take into consideration properly, in its exploitation. 
As a good practical rule (not, however, without exceptions) we may say that 
the nearer a lignite approaches, in its general aspect and character, to bituminous 
coals, the higher will be its effective value. Thus far, the eye of any moderately 
attentive observer will enable him to estimate the quality of the material. There 
are besides, two other chief points requiring attention, viz : the amount of ash 
yielded in burning, and the extent to which iron pyrites, or bisulphuret of iron, 
is present ; the less there is of both of these, the better. 

253. It is but rarely the case, that the whole of a bed of lignite of any consid- 
erable thickness, is of uniform quality. Even small fragments often exhibit 
great diver.sities within their mass, and hence experiments on a small scale, on 
mere specimens, may be far from yielding results applicable to the whole bed, 
unless selected with especial care. The mass of lignites is almost always lamina- 
ted, i. e., it shows a tendency to cleave into plates of greater or less thio«nes.s, 
and frequently of different kinds of coal — some being of a dull, earthy aspect, 
others brilliant like true coal. This tendency is often such, as to cause blocks 
which were quite solid when wet, to exfoliate anl crumble into small flit pieces, 
which cannot generally be used is fuel. It is necessary, therefore, in most cases, 
to allow the material (which is generally very wet as taken from the mine) to dry 
slowly, in stacks or piles protected from the immediate rays of the sun. 
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25-1. It id in tliL^ cracks mid iissures corresponding to this horizontal cleav- 
age that \vc may generally observe best whether or not any unusual amount 
of ash or pyrites is present. We often find the beds subdivided into several 
stages, by bands of clay or sand, and the same is often the case with the minor 
sub-divisions, or the plates into which, when rapidly dried, lignite will generally 
cleave. Of course the amount of ash may thus be increased to such an extent 
as to render the material, such as it would be when obtained on the large scale, 
unfit to serve as fuel. It is not ahva3's, however, that the admixture of an 
excess of mineral matter can be perceived by the eye ; it may rise to 50 per 
.-.ent. and more, and the substance still retain the aspect of lignite ; though gen- 
erally, in such cases, it is less firm, and gradually passes, through many grada- 
tions, into soft lignitio shale, or hgnitic clay. These can, of course, be readily 
distinguished from true lignite by trial in the fire, where lignite, available as 
fuel, ought not to leave more than 30 per cent of ashes at most — not sufficient 
to- allow ol the form of the fra,;;ments being preserved after combustion. Few 
lignites used on the laige scale, contairi less than 2 per cent, of ash ; from five 
to twelve per cent, is, perhaps, the most usual amount. I have thus far exam- 
ined but few specimens of Mississ'ppi lignite in this respect ; the determinations 
prove it to be vcvy vuiiable, here as elsewhere : 

1. Compact, massy lignite, from Mr. Moses Bridges, S. 33, T. ISi R. 10 E., 
Chootaiv countv. Black, fiacUire conchoidal, lustrous. Ash greenish yellow, 
light. 

2. Lignite Ironi Hughes Branch, S. 8, T. 10, II. 2 W., Lafayette county. 
15rownish tilack ; fracture earthy, cleavage slaty. Ash grayish white. 

3. Same a-; abcve, from a locality a few hundred yards distant. Ash gray- 
ish white. 

4. Lignite from JMr, Vineyards, S. 10, T. 10, K 1 W., Lafayette county. 
Graj'isli black, fracture eaithy, with some shining layers of pitch-coal ; cleavage 
slaty. Ashc^ faint reddish yellow. 

5. Lignite from Spoar.-s' Cut on the N. E. & S. W. Alabama E. R, east of 
Marion, Lauderdale county. Black, shining ; fracture conchoidal, cleavage 
laminat'^d. Smells slrongly of sulphur in burning; ashes reddish brown, 
heavy. 

-V-MOUNrS OK .iiHE- IN LIGNITt". 

Fi'uni Ash. 

1. Muses ]3iiJ^-es, Choctaw county — (TI265), 1.38 per cent. 

2. Hughes' Branch, Lafayette county— (•^263),— i. .22 29 " 

3. " , " " " " II.. 16.22 " 

4. Mr. Vineyards " ' (11263) 24.20- " 

5. Spear's Cut, Lauderdale county ('i 179), 17.28 " 

255. As to iron pyrites, its presence, to any great extent, is a serious draw- 
lack in several respects. It causes the coal, when exposed to the atmosphere, 
to exfoliate and crumble, on account of the transformation of the pyrites into 
-copperas ; in burning it causes it to exhale offensive sulphureous fumes (sulphu- 
rous acid), at the same tiine attacking the grate or furnace to a much greater 
extent than would be the c iso with a coal free from this substance ; finally, it 
increases largely the weight of the materal and of the ash. — Generally it is not 
difficuU to recognize the pie:<'nre of this materiak Itofton appears in flattened 
lumps resembling cast nicbd, of colors varying from golden yellow to the pale 
tint of Britannia ware, on tUe cleava-c pi ines of the coal ; or diffused through 
its 1J1.-I5S, in small round^'d particles, or angulnr crystals, of the tints above men- 
tioned. Sometimes, the mass of the co;il may be comparatively free from pyrites, 
<;ven thoap,h the latter m.ay be present in plates or layers in some particular 
portion of the stratum, easily separated from the rest; at others, the mass may- 
be full o'' minute particles of the mineral, invisible to the eye. In any cjise, it 
is e;isv lo determ'ne the point by burning a sample of the liiinite, when not 
only iii( -itinpins sulphureous odor of the smoke, but also the red tint of the ash, 



158 GEOLOGICAL REPORT. [If'iSb, 257, 258 

may be taken as indicative of the extent to which the sulphureous-mineral exists 
in the mass. In burning the sulphur is driven off, while iron remains behind 
in that condition (peroxide) in which it exists in red ochre or in Venitian Bed. 
If the ash is white, yellowish- white, greenish, or gray (as is the case in most of 
the lignites of Mississippi which I have tested in this respect), or only slightly 
reddish, it may be taken as a proof that there is not enough of the mineral to 
injure the quality of the fuel, either as to solidity or for other purposes to which 
it is applicable. 

256. I ought to mention, in connection with this subject, a simple method by 
which Iron Pyrites, or sulphuret of iron, can always be distinguished from any 
of the metallic ores for which it is so frequently mistaken. . A'.most all the tales, 
of mines or minerals discovered in this State, have started from the discovery 
of lumps of this mineral, which most frequently occurs within the lignitic 
formations of K orth Mississippi, both tertiary and cretaceous. The trial usu- 
ally given it by persons in the country, is melting it down in an iron spoon in 
a blacksmith's forge — adding to it as " fluxes," not unfrcquently, substances 
which, like blue and white vitriol, sugar of lead, etc., themselves contain other 
metals ; these, uniting with the sulphuret of iron, form metallic-looking lumps 
when melted down in the high heat of a forge. Even the pyrites by itself, 
however, when melted in this way, will produce a regulus, which is variously 
claimed as being zinc, brass, tin, silver, etc., according to the fancy of the discov- 
erer. The high heat used in this process, or the addition of fluxes of any kind, 
or both, serve only as hindrances in arriving at any definite result ; but by 
attending strictly to the following directions, a certain, and in this State, an 
unvaryiiig result will be obtained with all the deceptive yellow, metallic- look- 
ing ores found in our formations : 

257. Let the mineral be powdered, under a hammer or in a mortar, as fine as 
may be — at least as fine as rifle powder, but tiner whenever possible. Then let 
a small quantity of this powder — riot more than three or four thimblefuls — be 
spread thinly on a clean iron shovel, and heat the shovel to redness — hut by no 
means higher, in an open fire, without bellows or fan. : The mineral will turn black, 
and then inflame and burn with a blue, sulphur flame, the odor of whose fumes 
will be readily recognized. Let the flame burn off quietly, without raising the 
fire ; when it has nearly or entirely gone — after the lapse of twenty minutes or 
half an hour — stir the powder about on the shovel with a stick ; crush it if it 
has baked together (which it will do if the heat has been too high at first), for 
which purpose the shovel may at any time be removed from the fire, without 
in any manner endangering the result. The powder having been again spread 
on the shovel after stirring, roast it for a while as before, until eveiy trace of 
flame is gone. The stirring and roasting may then be repeated, and the heat 
raised to a full red — though this generally will not bejiecettary ; for if, after the 
second roasting, the shovel be lemoved from the fire, the powder will at first 
appear black, but on coohng will turn red — the shade varying a little acooiding 
to the purity of the mineral and the heat employed, but always between that of 
a hard-burnt brick and Venitian Red ; if the mineral hr.s not been ihicly pow- 
dered, the tint may be made plainer by ciushing the grains witli a hammer ; and 
if the icasting has been imperfect, the interior portion of such grains may stiU 
be black or brown ; but if roasted again, will also turn red. 

The red powder is simply red ochre ; it contains no metal but iron, which, in 
the natural mineral, was combined with sulphur. 

258. There is another, but somewhat slower process, by which pyrites may 
readily be recognised by any one. Powder the mineral as before, put the pow- 
der on a plate, ihoisten it all over with water, and keep it moist for a few 
days, in a moderately warm place — say on the mantel. 1'he powder will very 
soon taste of copperas, which may also be seen on the sides of the plate ; and a 
piece of tan-bark (Black Oak or Black Jack is best) will rapidly turn blue and 
black, when laid on the powder well wetted. 
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Even large pieces of the pyrites generally will, in course of time, undergo the 
same change — will burst open and generally crumble into a powder consisting 
chiefly of copperas. This, change takes place rapidly when the mineral is car- 
ried in the pocket, the cloth of which it will soon corrode. 

259, I have stated above, that good lignites are applicable to 
most of tlie purposes subserved by bituminous coal, except (in most 
cases at least) coking (T2.52). It cannot, lioweyer, any more than 
the latter, be used in the place of loood charcoal, unless previously 
carbonized. It has been usual, in this State, in neighborhoods 
where lignite was discovered, to test its usefulness by trying it in 
the forge, instead of charcoal, and as might be e.x.pected, the results 
have been unfavorable. But the fault was with the experimenters, 
for the best bituminous coal is well known to be entirely unsuited 
to the blacksmith's use, unless lolien mixed, in small quantities, with 
charcoal. Thus applied, good lignite will be found to answer the 
same purpose ; it cannot, however, be expected to perform. what 
even bituminous coal will not. But for boiler fires, grates, stoves, 
furnaces, etc., good lignite is found to be little inferior to stone 
coal; compact varieties resembling the latter, are very well suited 
also to the manufacture of illuminating gas, and yield a coke suit- 
able to all purposes where it is not subject to much pressure, or 
long transportation. 

260. It requires indeed, but very little foresight to appreciate the importance 
of these deposits for the industrial development of the State. It is true that 
thus far, talcing it as a wlwle, firewood has been abundant, and will be for some 
time to come, so long at least as manufacturers shall employ, as they do at pres- 
ent, but a very small part of the productive capital of the State. Should this 
condition of things change, however (towards which there is now a decided 
tendency), the call for fuel less costly in its transportation — the distance of 
which, in the case of wood, will rapidly increase — would soon put these beds of 
brown coal into requisition. But even as it is, fuel is already becoming expen- 
sive in some districts, by the increasing distance from the forest, and Western 
coal, so largely used in the navigation of the Mississippi river, is being bought 
at enormous rates in our towns, in order to be enabled to replace the open fire- 
place by iron grates, or coal stoves. There is no reason, save prejudice, why 
th& native lignites should not be used in the same way. It is needless, how- 
ever, to expatiate on the importance to any State, of possessing inexhaustible 
beds of a fuel little inferior to bituminous coal. Common sense, as well as the 
sad experience of older States, teaches plainly how little rehance can be placed 
on a permanent supply of timber and fire-wood in any well settled district 
under the destructive and improvident management of this portion of the 
national wealth, under which our forests dwindle at an alarming rate, so as even 
to affect seriously the climates and meteorological phenomena. The increasino- 
floods, not only of the smaller streams, but ol the mighty Mississippi itself, tell 
as plain a tale as statistical data would make it, of the destructive sway of the 
axe. The forests of Mississippi are fast sharing the fate of their brethren in the 
older States, and the years may be counted after the lapse of which she must 
draw for her fuel on the coal-flelds of other States, unless she should think it 
a wiser policy to avail herself of her own. 

201. Localities of Lignite Beds. — I shall now give in bi'ief alist 
of the localities where, thus far, lignite beds of practical importance 
have been observed by myself or others ; with sucli observations as 
may tend to give some light to the miner, on their quality and 
availability. 
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In regard to the manner of working these deposits, I ought to say in general, 
that the roof of the Inines will usually require to be supported, more or less, 
by wood-work ; being rarely formed of materials sufficiently rigid to support 
themselves when spanning any considerable excavation ; in beds of ^notable 
thickness and solidity, it will be found advantageous to allow a part of the lig- 
nite stratum to remain above, so as to impart additional firmness to the roof — 
which, with the aid of pillars left standing- on the sides, as practiced in coal 
mining, will often enable us to dispense with a considerable part of the wood- 
work. In some cases, the outcropping bed may be worked like a quarry, but 
more geneially, galleries and ciiambers will be necessary — driven either from 
the hillside or from a shaft. Attention must be given to the ventilation of 
these mines, for both the explosive " fire-damp," as well as, more frequently, 
the "choke-damp, (which is very commonl}' perceived at the bottom of wells 
sunk in the lignitic formation), are to be looked for in them. 

262. Ill Tippxh county, ligaite U fouad oq S. i.-}, T. 3, R. 3 !<],, 
at Squire Street's. The bed occurs in a ravine, between two steep 
hillddes ; its thici^ness and quality, I liave had no opportunity of 
observing. It was said to burn well in the fire-place and forge. 

According to Prof. Wailes, a deposit of lignite exists on Snow 
Creek, 8. 7, T. 4, R. 1 E., Tippah county, about 7 miles S. of Salem. 

According to L. Harper, lignite exists in Marshall and Lafavette 
counties, on the Tallahatchie River. I have not, however, myself 
observed, or seen any specim nis fi om that region, save black lignitic 
clays, with small seams of lignite. These are abundant in the 
Cornersville region, and is quite likely that lignite beds may exist 
there also. Lignite beds probably ocCur in R. 1 E., TT. '.) and 10, 
S. W. Pontotoc, as they do in the- adjoining portions of Lafayette, 
but I have no definitekaowledge of outcrops anywhere in Pontotoc 
county. 

263. Lignite appears, more or less, all along the Yokeney-Patafa 
River, and on many of its tributaries, in Lafayette county. 

According to information given to L. Harper by Mr. W. J. 
Vineyard, lignite crops out at the spring of Union (Btptist) Church, 
S 1, T. 10, R. 1 W. The bed is said to be 8 feet in thickness.— 
The bulk of the specimen in the Survey collection is grayish black, 
of a dull fracture, not very hard, easily crushed, and whitish on 
the cleavage planes ; it contains thin layers, however, of black, 
shining "pitch-coal." Burns with a bright flame, and leaves 24.2 
per cent, of ash, of a faint reddish-yellow tint. — The amount of ash 
is large, and if the whole mass were of the same character (which 
is not likely) it would not bear transportation to a great distance. 

It is the same bed probably, which is met witli in numerous 
localities in townships U\ Ranges I and 2 W., Lafayette county, 
its tliickness vai'ving from -"i to 12 feet ; there seem to be, how(>ver, 
several minor beds al)ove it, whi';h were observed by Mr. Ward, 
S. 22, T. 1(1. R. 2 W — one f) in.'lic.^, another a Coot in thickness. 
The main bed ciops out in branches in Mr. Ward's neighborhood ; 
at Mr. Kirkwood's, S, 26 ?, a stratum 8 teet tliick was struck in a 
well at 60 feet ; at Mr. Greager's, on S. 14, tlie thickness of the 
bed was greater by several feet. It crops out, with a visible 
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thickness of at least three feet, in ravines and in the bed of Hughes' 
Branch, on the edge of Potlockney bottom, on S. 8, near Mr. S. 
Ragland'f. Its fracture is dull and earthy ,[structure laminated, but 
the mass quite solid ; it burns easily, with "a bright flame. 

An air-dried specimen yielded 16!22 per cent, of grayish- white ash ; one dried 
at the boiling point of water, 22.29 per cent. A partial analysis of this ash gaye 
the following result : 

ASH OF LIGNITE FROM HUGHES' BRANCH. 

Insoluble Matter (Sand and Silex) 59.24 

Potash trace 

Soda 2.52 

Lime 8.83 

Magnesia 0.73 

Oxide of Iron, and Alumina 25.79 

Chlorine, Carbonic and Sulphuric Acids, and Loss. ..2,89 

100.00 

The lignite at this point could be easily worked. 

Lower down, a bed of good lignite (thickness not ascertained) crops out in tke 
bed of the Yockeney River at Price's old miU, S. — , T. 9, R. 3 W., (see Sec. 20, 
11172). Still lower down, on Mr. Isaac Taylor's and Z. P. Dew's land, S. 9, 
T. 10, R. 3 W., on a branch of the Yockeney River ; thickness and position not 
known. 

Also, on Dr. J. Taylor's land, S. 30, T. 9, R. 3 W., in the banks of the 
Yockeney River ; a stratum 2 or 3 feet in thickness, underlaid by blue clay, 
which forms the bed of the river, and overlaid by blue sand. 

264. Ill E. Yallabusha, liji-nite is f^aid to occur in numerous 
localities, none of which I have as yet examined. A fine bed is 
spoken of as existing on Robt. Thompson's place, 10 miles E. S. E. 
of Coffeeville ; and another is mentioned liy Prof. Wailes, at Mo- 
Blroy's mill on Turkey Creek In N. Calhoun, lignite is very 
generally struck in wells, at depths irom 20 to 40 feet, but I have 
seen no spe<:imens of it. Beds of variaMe thickness have beea 
struck in wells, near Sarepta — at Mr. Stacks", .S. 19, T. 11, R. 1 
W. ; at Mr. Hunter's S. 28, T. 11, R. 1 W., and very generally in 
the country between Covvpen and Lucknmk Creeks ; in Mr. Ray'« 
neighborhood, T. 12, R. 2 W ; it also crops out in the banks of the 
Loosha Scoona River, just below Old Town. 

At Pittsboro', according to L. Harper, lignite is found in wells at thirty fee^ 
and sometimes as much as thirty feet in thickness ; and a stratum of lignite at 
least six feet in thickness, is said by him to crop out about a mile N. W. of town, 
which, from his description, would appear to be similar in quality to that at 
ICoses Bridges', Choctaw county. 

265. In 8. Calhoun generally, lignite appears to be quite abund- 
ant, according to accounts I have received from inhabitants. The 
Bame appears to be the case in N. E. Choctaw, where the formation 
resembles closely that on the Po:lockney and Yockeney ; a bed of 
lignite has been observed in the neighborhood of Bellefontaine. 
At Bankston, dark lignitic clay, with a vein of lignite, crops out ob 
• bluff half a mile S. W. of the place ; it seems likely that by bor- 

R-11 
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ing, heavier beds of the same might be struck, since they are very 
commoa further east. Thus, at Moses Bridges' place, S. 33, T. 18, 
R. 10 E, a stratum of fine compact lignite crops out in the bed of 
a branch, the thickness exhibited being about 4 feet. The material 
is thickly laminated, does not crumble in drying ; its fracture, on 
which some woody structure is still perceptible, is of '"a fine, glossy 
black, and will barely make a streak on paper. It inflames less 
easily than the coals of Lafayette county, burns with a bright 
feime, and leaves only 4.^8 per cent, of light, greenish-yellow ash. 
This lignite will serve well most purposes of stone coal : even 
coking. 

At Mr. Henry Wood's, on S. 2, T. 17, R. 10 E, there is aii out- 
crop of a stratum of inferior lignite, about 3 feet thick, composed, 
it appears, chiefly of small aquatic plants ; it therefore crumbles in 
drying, and seems also to contain a large amount of ash. 

At Black's Wells, S. 23, T. 17, R. 10 E., Choctaw county, a 
stratum of lignite of better quality than that at Wood's, and 4 
feet in thickness, was struck in a well at about 45 feet. 

266. N. Winston abounds in lignite. It is found in a stratum 4 
feet in thickness, in wells near New Prospect P. 0., and E. of the 
same on the headwaters of Noxubee, where it crops out abund- 
antly in gullies, and is struck in wells N. of Webster. I have had 
no opportunity of observing these beds personally, but from the 
description given, the lignite appears to be of excellent quality. 
Between Sun Creek and Trim Cane Creek, in Mr. Dillon's neigh- 
borhood ; on Mr. R. L. Johnson's plantation, on the Houston and 
Starkville road, and in S. B. Ocktibbeha, W. of the Flatwoods, 
generally, lignite beds seem to exist. Near Louisville, Winston 
county, lignite has been struck in numerous wells, at depths between 
20 and 40 feet ; it also crops out at a spring in the neighborhood. 
The thickness of the stratum varies from 2 to 10 feet. In some 
portions of thi ? bed the woody structure is pretty well preserved, 
ill others, almoijt entirely obliterated. 

In the eastern counties of the lignite formation thfe latter is 
popularly termed " black dirt," while the accompanying clays are 
usually denominated " blue dirt." If this designation is to be 
relied on, lignite must b*e abundant in S. W. Winston and N. 
Neshoba, which regions I have not personally examined. Prof. 
Wailes, however, mentions a lignite bed on S. 30, T. 11, K. 12 E., 
Neshoba county. 

267. In Kemper county, a lignite bed at least 4 feet tliick is 
mentioned by L. Harper as occurring a few miles N. W. of DeKalb. 

Whether tlie " black mud " found in wells at Daleville, Lauder- 
dale county, is lignite or black clay, I have been unable to deter- 
mine. True lignite, however, is found at Marion, in wells, and the 
section_ at Spear's Cnt (1179) renders it obvious that a number of 
Recessive strata of lignite exist in the formatioh Of that region. 

'those exhibited in the cut are too thin to be worked profitably. Since, how- 
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ever, it is likely that workable deposits will still be found in this region, I have 
bestowed some attention on the quality, and determined the amount of ash 
contained in a specimen from Spear's Cut. When dry it resembles stone coal 
rather than the lignites of Lafayette, burns with a brighter flame, and with a 
strong odor of sulphur ; the ash, reddish brown, amounts to 17.28 per cent. It 
contains therefore a certain amount of iron pyrites, which is finely diffused 
through the mass, but does not cause it to crumble. 

268. I have not heard of the occurrence of lignite in Attala, or 
Leake ; in Madison county, however, though not Outcropping, lig- 
nite beds of great thickness have been struck Ih vrells bored by 
order of the Rev. J. R. Lambuth, both at Canton and at his resi- 
dence, S. 2, T. 7, R. 2 E., near Calhoun Station. At a depth of 
375 feet a ledge of rock was penetrated, beneath which, for 46 feet, 
the auger brought up lignite, with only an occasional band of clav 
(If 322). 

In Holmes county, and generally along the bluif, from Yazoo to Tunica, hgnite 
beds seem to appear with frequency ; with these, however, I am acquainted 
only from hearsay. A bed of lignite, 14 feet thick, inclosed between strata of 
green clay, is mentioned by L. Harper as occurring on S. 27, T. 9, E. 4 W., 
Yazoo county, and he states that outcrops of the same occur frequently on the 
bluff in Holmes county. In the latter county, there are several deposits which 
have been currently spoken of as being of fine quality. One, according to Prof. 
Wailes, is on S. 7, T. 14, R. IE., near Tchula Lake ; another "on Funnigusha 
Creek, to the east of the crossing of the old road near Coconover's old stand." 
Other deposits in the same region have been mentioned to me ; the stratum 
probably underlying an extensive ar^. 

269. I have received specimens of iron pyrites, evidently derived fi-om a 
lignite bed, from Carroll county, but have been unable to ascertain the locality, 
or particulars. — I am not aware, thus far, of the existence of any lignite beds in 
W. Yallabusha, although such probably exist on the Yockeney Eiver. 

In Panola county, lignite seems to be quite abundant, in the fork 
of the Tallahatchie and Yockeney Patafa Rivers, its beds being of 
great thickness and fine quality. L. Harper mentions beds of 15 
to 16 feet thickness, and of a glossy conchoidal fracture, as occur- 
ring on SS. 8 and 10 (and no doubt on S. 9 also!) T. 10, R. 8 W., 
and according to information given me by inhabitants, the quality 
of the lignite as a fuel has already been satisfactorily tested. 
These beds, occurring as they do, close to the line of the Missis- 
sippi and Tennessee R. R., in easy communication with the city of 
Memphis, afford a fine opportunity for exploitation, if the accounts 
given of them be correct. 

Lignitic clays are mentioned by L. Harper as occurring on Cold Water River, 
but no beds of Lignite seem to exist there. 

270. Lignite beds of the later Stages of the Lignitic. — ^The only 
.available bed of lignite I have observed in the lignitic beds interven- 
ing between the Cte'6onie and Jackson Group, is that on Suanlovey 
Creek at GarlandSville, mentioned above (1197). It is of good qual- 
ity ; about 2 feet of it are visible above the bed of the creek, and 
it may be of considerable thickness. — The lignitic material occur- 
riDg at Moody's Branch (1204, Sec, 29, stratum No. 2) is too earthy 
to be available. I have found chunks of good lignite at a sandy 
bluff on Pearl River, about one mile (by land) above Jackson ; but 
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thus far luivc been unable to ascertain the dimeoeions of the 
bed in place. Between the Jackson and Vicksburg beds, the 
only deposit 1 know is that at Vicksburg {%220). The 
thickne.-'s of the bed, according to Prof. Moore's observation?, 
•does not exceed three feet ; yet, from its favorable location on the 
banks of the Mississippi River, it might be made available, if it 
should prove of good aad uniform quality. Of this, not having 
examined the .oed, I am unable to judge. — On the whole, lignite 
is not to be looked for in extensive deposits, on the territory 
embraced by the marine calcareous formations, indicated on the 
map, by the several shades of blue. 

271. Upper or Southern Ligniti c.—Ligmtc deposits are much 
less common on the territory of this formation, than on that of 
North Mississippi. 

I have had no opportunity of examining outcrops or even specimens of lignite 
from these strata. The localities mentioned in l2ui, in Hinds and Claiborne ; 
a bed occurring near Judge Cassedy's, Franklin county (t;296 and ff.) and 
another in W. Lawrenfce, whose precise location I have been unable to ascer- 
tain — are the only instances I know of the occurrence of lignite on the territory 
of the Grand Gulf Group. 

272. Of the useful Clays of the Lignitic formations, I have 
already spoken, as far as may at present be necessary or useful, in 
connection with those of the Orange Sand. The variety and 
abundance of these materials is very great, and they will no doubt 
be appreciated hereafter. 

273. It may be proper to mention in this place, some local occurrences of use- 
ful deposits of the indurate clay or siliceous claystone, which sometimes, as has 
been mentioned (flSo), is found associated with, or rather subordinate to, the 
Flatwoods Clay. Generally, this rook forms small, irregular, lenticular masses, 
or veins, and is often very hard. Ic seems that in S. E. Tippah, large masses of 
this rock have been found, in a locality which I have not ascertained precisely, 
by a relative of S. R. Spight, Esq., of Ripley, The rock somewhat resembles, 
in coior and appearance, lithographic st ne, for which it was at fi'st mistaken; 
it will not, of course, serve the purpose, since it is not attacked by acids. It 
assumes a good polish, however, and as it is somewhat variegated, it might sub- 
gorve ornamental purposes, if found in sufficient quantity. 

A similar rock, but a good deal softer, so as to absorb water greedily, has been 
found in Choctaw county, on S 23, T. 18, R 10 E., by Mi-. A. J. Worsham. It 
attracted attention by the adaptedness of its powder for polishing metals with- 
out scratching, even when it had only been scraped off with a knife, without fur- 
ther pulverization. The rock would be admirably adapted tj hones, but for its 
absorbent power, which renders t necessary to saturate the whole slab with 
water or oil before using. Varieties of this rock not possessing this fault, may 
perhaps be found in the region. It occurs in small slabs or plates, strewed o» 
Ehe hillsides, where its stratum is, according to description, overlaid by about 
4wenty feet of sand. 

MINERAL FERTILIZERS OF THE TERTIARY FORMATIONS. 

274. Ferruginous Greensand of the Claiborne Group — Shongalt 
Greensand. — The highly ferruginous sand occurring in the rail- 
road cut at Vaiden Station, near Shongalo, CaToH county, andi 
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also ii. nit.s beiw ecu tluit, place iiud llix'kiiort, roulaius a coii- 
sid'.Taljlc iicrceulage of o-rceii^and grains, siiflicii'iit to render it 
•lisi-lily efficiicious as a manure. 

In the two small cuts N. of the deeji one exhibiting ^lay and brown clay 
(11183 if.), several different materials are exhibited ; partly coarse sand, forming 
a soft sandstone, ivntaining impressions of sea-shells, partly clay — all deeply- 
tinged with iron. The greensand grains are apparent throughout the mass, btit 
most so in the sandy portion, and may he readily observed, especially when the 
mass is crushed and washed with water. 

The grains are generally about the .■>ize i.>f' small bird-shot, but 
flattened, and of a dark green, in part also of a yellowish-green 
tint. Thr value of the ma.'is a- a iiumure is precisely in proportion 
to tlie amount of these green grains which it may contain. 

An analysis of the soft sandstone in the most southerly of the small cuts 
gave the following result : 

SHONGALO GREENSAND. 

Coarse sand, and insoluble Silica 36.707 

Sohible (in NaO, CO^ ) Silica 18.298 

Potash 1.604 

Soda 0.045 

Lime 0.166 

Magnesia 1.630 

Peroxide of Iron, with little Alumina 34.377 

Phosphoric Acid trace. 

Carbonic Acid 0.129 

Water 7.012 



99.948 

275. Potash and soluble silica are the ingredients which render this material 
«f value as a manure, and as such, it would probably be suited more especially 
te small grain — oats and wheat, and to corn. It will be found beneficial, 
however, to almost any crop, and the only precaution which it might be necessary 
to observe in its use, would be to avoid applying it to land badly drained, where 
the large amount of iron which this material contains might prove injurious in 
wet seasons ; and for the same reason, it is not well suited to being composted 
with farmyard manure, but ought to he spread on the land either by itself, or 
mixed with other mineral manures only. The quantity to be used will vary 
greatly with the amount of greensand grains present. In the mass analyzed, 
they constitute about one-third by bulk, and of such, dressings of 70 to 100 
bushels per acre would no doubt produce an effect lasting for several years ; 
while mass still richer, such as occurs occasionally, might even be used in the 
drill. No overdressing need be feared, so long as the soil to which it is applied 
is well drained. The admixture of some lime, or calcareous marl, would serve 
to heighten the effect greatly, and would be likely to prevent, to a considerable 
extent, injury which might otherwise happen in iU drained land. 

The material may be found, no doubt, in other hills in the neighborhood of 
Shongalo ; when near the surface, it may be recognized by the dark orange, or 
rust color which it imparts to the surface material, while the common surface 
loam of the country is of rather a pale yellow tint. The same may be said of N. 
E. Holmes, where, between Vaiden and Eockport Station, the ferruginous 
greensand appears in the cuts of the railroad. 

276. The same material exists in N. Attala, not only in the 
" Red Hills" themselves, whose soil appears to be formed, to a large 
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exteEt, of the clayey materials of these strata, but also in the high 
hills bordering the Big Black on the south, where it crops out both 
on hillsides, as at Kirkwood's Fei-ry, and in the bluffs of streams — 
always containing more or less of the greensand grains (and 
impressions of sea-shells— both of which serve to distinguish this 
material from the common red sand and brown sandstone of the 
hilltops), which are sometimes washed out and accumulated by the 
streams in their sand-bars, forming a very eligible manure — as may 
be observed on Zilfa and Poukta Creeks. 

I have not, as yet, specially examined the deposits "of Attala, nor am I awaru 
how far they extend westward of Shongalo — as they probably do ; they may 
generally be looked for wherever the " red hill" soil prevails. N. B. of Shon- 
galo, in S. W. Choctaw, these greensand deposits seem to exist likcTrise ; since 
it is said that brown sandstone with ; ;^-chells occurs there, and these, so lar as 
I have seen, are always associated with greensand. The purple tint on the map, 
in this region, indicates the probable extent of territory in which these deposits 
may be looked for ; it is quite likely that they may extend through E. Attala 
into S. W. Winston, N. B. Leake, and Neshoba. 

277. Calcareous marls of the Tertiary. — These may be looked 
for, more or less, in the whole of the territory, covered on the 
map by the various shades of blue. 

Among the great variety of materials of this kind, forming all degrees of 
transitions imaginable, from the one to the other, we may nevertheless distinguish 
two chief classes, in an agricultural point of view ; to- wit : 

1st. The white marls, which consist mainly of carbonate of Ume mixed, 
mostly with clay, but often also with sand, and containing but small quantities of 
other nutritive ingredients of plants ; 2d. the greensand morris, in which the 
carbonate of hme is accompanied by more or less greensand grains, and more 
usually by sand than by clay. The former are to be regarded rather more in 
the light of stimulants, the latter, as true, nutritive manures. [See Agricultural 
Eeport, General Part.] Both classes of marls appear in each of the three prin- 
cipal stages of the marine calcareous Tertiary, and it would seem that one and the 
same stratum is sometimes developed in one character, at others, in the other ; or 
portions of one and the same stratum, in one and the same locality, may c; ■. i taia 
these different marls in its several layers. It may be said in general, neverthe- 
less, that greensand marls are more abundant in the Jackson Group, th.in in 
either of the others. On account of the great general similarity of these 
materials in the several stages, I shall not, however, attempt to ('escribe those 
of each separately. 

278. Of the character of the marls of fia Jackson Group in its territory 
between the Bluff and Big Black River, I have no knowledge thus far, not having 
visited the localities or seen any specimens. It seems likeh', however, from 
what I have heard of the character of the country, that they are similar to thc^e 
of Madison and N. Hinds. 

At Vicksburg (1220) we find strata of bluish or greenish green- 
sand marl between the ledges of limestone which are quarried in 
the N. part of the city ; and sometimes, we find the same stratum 
composed of soft marl in one locality, and of limestone in another. 

The uppermost shell stratum, which appears in the washed gullies near 'Jic 
sumtait of the hiU S. of the creek, is very sandy, though overlaid by a heavy 
yellow loam of a "prairio" character ; lower down, however, as in the gully by 
the roadside close to the bridge, the blue marl appears rather clayey, its .sliells 
being somewhat loss numerous than in the upper stratum. An analysis of a 
specimen from this spot, which seemed to be about an average of the Vicksburg 
marl, gave the following result : 
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VICKSBURG MARL. 

Coarse Sand. 3.700 

Clay and fine Sand 17.267 

Potash , 0.758 

Soda 0.283 

Lime 37.543 

Magnesia 2.083 

Peroxide of Iron, and Alumina , 4.722 

Phosphoric Acid 0.135 

Carbonic Acid (and Loss) 30.838 

Water , 2.657 



100.000 
Tiic % per cent, of Potash which this analysis shows, are present chiefly ja 
the shape of greensand grains. It contains, also, a variable amount of iroa 
pyrites in minute crystals, for which reason it would be advisable to expose the 
marl to the action, of the air for some time before plowing it under, whereby a 
certain amount of Sulphuric Acid will be added to the above ingredients. 
Judging by its aspect and fossils, this marl represents correctly that of numerous 
other localities, and will be found a highly eflScacious manure for almost any 
soil. Its low percentage of inert ingredients renders it suitable for transporta- 
tion, inasmuch as but a small dressing will be required of this, in comparison 
with other marls, in order to secure a fine effect. On light sandy soils, especially 
when poor in vegetable matter, 250 to 300 bushels of this marl per acre aye as 
much, probably, as could be used without fear of overdressing. Being, to a 
considerable extent, however, a true manure and not a mere stimulant, much 
smaller dressings will be found beneficial. 

279. Most of the marls found in the ravines of the Walnut Hill^ 
in "Warren county, are probably similar to that of Vicksburg ; as 
a general thing, it appears that those occurring highest up are more 
sandy than those from the lower portion of the stratum, and hence, 
heavier dressings of these would be required. The shell marl 
cropping out at Amsterdam,- on the Big Black River ; that overlying 
the ledge of rock from beneath which, at Browasville, Hinds 
county, the spring issues ; the marl found on Jackson's Creek, S. 
11, T. 5, R. 4 W., that at Stewart's quarry, and the upper strata at 
Marshall's quarry, are examples. It is probable that in all these 
localities, a richer marl could be found at a lower level, in deep 
ravines or on the banks of the creeks ; and exposures of these 
materials may be looked for, more or less, on the whole territory 
colored bluish-gray on the map. Their great efficiency in the im- 
provement of the soils of this region, has been shown by an experi- 
ment made by Mr. Marshall, who has dressed a portion of his land 
with a mixture of the (rather inferior) marl occurring between the 
ledges of stone at his quarry, and ohall from his lime-kiln. 

The blue limestone at Vicksburg would also, when burnt, form 
a valuable manure (1205). 

280. A marl greatly resembling that at Vicksburg, and contain- 
ing still less inert matter than the former, though not quite so rich 
in greensand grains, occurs in the banks of Pearl River, at Byram 
Station, on the N. 0., J. & G-. N. R. R.: and I know of no locality 
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better suited to the shipment of these mineral fertilizers, of which 
several varieties occur here. The following section will illustrate 
the condition of things at and below the ferry landing, on the 
W. bank : 

(Sec. .38.) 

SECTION OF MAEL STEATA AT BYRAM STATION (COOK'S PERRY).. 



> 


FEET 


OHAJRACTER OF STEATA. 


NO 

3 
~2 







Calcareous glauconitic sand, bluish, with numerous 
shells (Vicksburg age). 


_ — — 


1/e 


Gray calcareous clay with detritus of shells. 


i t t 
f + 
i t t 




Bluish marl, with OrUtoides, Naviadalima, Cras- 
satella Mississigpiensis, Madrepora Miss., Lunulites, 
Dental. Miss., Area Miss. 


1 



The following analysis gives the composition of the marl forming the stratum 
is the bed of the creek emptying into Pearl River at this point, and also exposed^ 
aior« or less, in the river bank itself. It is bluish when wet, but grayish white 
Vhen dry ; quite soft and easily dug, without hard nodules, and containing a 
Ifcrge amount both of entire shells, and of their detritus. 

MARL FROM BYRAM STATION. 

Insoluble Matter (chiefly sand) 12.308 

Potash 0.611 

Soda 0.179 

liime 43.932 

Mj^esia 1.658 

Peroxide of Iron, and Alumina ." 2.696 

Iron pyrites 1.266 

Phosphoric Acid 0.224 

Carbonic Acid, and Loss 34.720 

Water and Organic Matter 2.396 

100.000 
The amount of Potash in this marl, it will be perceived, is somewhat less than 
in that from Vicksburg, to which on the whole, it bears a great general resem- 
Wance. It contains, however, a large amount of Phosphoric Acid and of Lime ; 
«he Iron pyrites will render necessary its exposure to the atmosphere before 
plowmg under. 

The middle stratum (No. 2) is of greatly mferior value, although heretofore, 
Jt has been taken in preference to the others. No. 3, the uppermost, blue sandy 
Material is similar to the uppermost marl at Vicksburg and Brownsville, and 
although containing greensand grains also, its large percentage of inert matter 
would render unprofitable its transportation to any distance; although, near at 
hand, it might be used with advantage on account of its easy accessibility. It is 
this stratum which forms the overhanging bank just below the ferry landing. 

Stratum No. 1, which at the mouth of the creek is visible only at low water, 
ifl found at a higher level some distance above, near the bend, and is there 9 to 
12 feet thick. 

■ The profile occurring about half a mile above the ferry, Jias been 
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given above ('r.-iH.) ilost of tlie marl is of a quality siiuiliir to 
that of stratum No. 1 at the ferry ; some portions (as for instance, 
No. 3) are more sandy, and contain very large and numerous grains 
of greensand. 

The marl could not of course be profitably obtained here unless in quarrying 
the rock ; but other bluffs containing no rock are said to occur above, and may 
be looked for all the way between Byram and Jackson, on the river banks. I 
have not as yet specially examined that portion of the river. So marl is found, 
however, more than three miles below Byram. 

The great abundance and fine quality of the Byram marl, 
together with its easy accessibility both by water and rail, render 
these beds of much more than local importance. 

281. We now turn to the marls of N. Hinds, and Madison, 
which differ considerably, both in their aspect and chemical com- 
position, from those just described. 

The materials mentioned above (11202 and ff.) as occurring in the cuts near 
Canton and Calhoun Station, represent pretty correctly all those I have seen N. 
of Jackson. They are generally very clayey — so much so, that they are com- 
monly styled "soapstone" by the people. In many instances, these clays would 
hardly be distinguished by the eye alone, from the fat, blue or yellowish, lamina- 
ted clays, or "blue dirt," of the Lignitic formation, further N. ; yet generally, 
whitish specks, either of carbonate or sulphate of hme, or both, can he detected 
in them, and where they touch the surface loam, its peculiar greenish, waxen tint 
betrays the limy nature of the material. Besides, a drop of strong vinegar, or 
muriatic acid, will always cause more or less effervescence or "boiling," the 
greater or less violence of which serves to indicate, in some degree, the amount 
if lime present. 

The massy ("joint") clays with only occasional calcareous veins, 
which generally are nearest the surface and contain no fossils (in 
euts N. of Canton, and No. 2 of Sec. 26, 11203), would rarely be 
applicable to any useful purpose in agriculture. Not so, however, 
with those which, though otherwise often greatly resembling the 
others, possess a laminated structure or cleavage ("come q^ in 
flakes"), and contain fossils ; such as, for instance, No. 1 of Sec. 
26, near Calhoun Station, in which the large bones were found • 
and the material occurring in the washes by the roadside, between 
Hanging Moss Creek and Jackson, in which numerous oysters 
occur. ^ 

The material is exceedingly variable ; at times it is a hard gray clay, difficult 
to cut with the knife when dry, but exceedingly tenacious when wet ; when 
this is the case, oysters are the only shells to be found in it, and it could serve 
for agricultural purposes only in exceptional cases, though by no means difficult 
to pulverize. On the contrary, if a piece be exposed to the sun while wet, it 
speedily shrinks and cracks in all directions, and is soon reduced to a pile of 
small crumbs, which the next rain melts down into a plastic mass ; and if this 
happen to take place on a slant, a strong rain brings down torrents of mud. It 
is in this manner that many of the R. R. cuts between Canton and Jackson give 
continual trouble, and are rapidly widening (11203). 

282. Prom these stiff calcareous clays, containing from twelve to 
20 per cent, of carbonate of lime, there is every degree of transi- 
tion into the yellowish marlstone of the McNutt Hills, with 60 to 
80 per cent, of the carbonate; the intermediate stages being soft. 



ITi GEOLOGICAL ?.F:r'">ET. [1"283 

yellowish marls, somewhat chalky to thetoucL, without any visible 
grains of greensand, and with casts only of small shells, which are 
generally of a rust color, and form a very conTenient criterion of 
the quality of the marl ; for the more of these rust-colored casts of 
shells it contains, the smaller, generally speaking, appears to be 
its percentage of inert matter, and the better, of course, its adap- 
tation to agricultural purposes — all of which may be studied to 
advantage in the oft-named cuts S. of Calhoun Station, and in most 
of the cisterns dug between Canton and Jackson. 

The only complete analysis I have as yet made of any marl of this character, 
refers to a specimen from the outcrop at Moody's Branch, at the foot of the 
McNutt Hills, N. E. of Jackson (irSOi, Sec. 27) ; taken from stratum No. 6 of 
the section quoted. It is yellowish- white, rather loose and porous, contains 
little sand and but n few fossils — part of wiiich, however, at this locality, retain 
their shells. 

MABL FROM MOODYS BEAXCH, JACKSOK. 

Insoluble Matter (white clay and fine silica) 37400 

Potash 0445 

Soda 0.208 

Lime 28.821 

Magnesia ' 1.407 

Peroxide of Iron, and Alumina 5.133 

Phosphoric Acid -. 0.256 

Carbonic Acid, and Loss 23.084 

Water 3.246 



100.000 
The amount of Potash in this marl, it will bs perceived, is much smaller than 
in the greensand marls previously noticed ; but it contains a large amount, 
comparatively, of Phosphoric Acid, and as it is, is a vary eligible fertilizer, 
though not so much a nutritive manure as those before mentioned. 

283. I have determined, indirectly, the amount of lime contained in two other 
specimens, fair representatives of the marls of Madison and N. Hinds. One is 
a yellowish, calcareous clay, splitting in "flakes," quite hard to cut when diy, 
containing some large oysters, but no small shells, and occasional crystals of 
gypsum ; forms a plastic paste when wetted. Taken from a guUy in the road- 
side, 3 miles N. of Jackson. It effervesces weakly with acid, and the determi- 
nation gave : 

Carbonate of Lime 17.47 1 per cent. 

(or, pure Lime 9.804) 

Another specimen, taken from a bluff in Mr. Langley's field, near Jackson. 
Light yellow, cleaving rather irregularly ; feels chalky, and exhibits rusty casts 
of small shells ; determination gave : 

Carbonate of Lime 62.780 per cent 

(or, pure Lime 35.230) 

This marl is probably quite similar in composition to that of Moody's Branch 
(see above), but is richer in lime. Similar marls may be looked for all over N. 
Hinds and S. Madison, and may very generally be selected to suit the soils, 
according to their lightness or heaviness. As they do not seem to contain iron 
pyrites, their exposure to the atmosphere previous to plowing under, will only 
be necessary in so far as it favors their pulverization. 

The lower blue strata at Jackson — (Nos. 4 and 5, Sec. 27. 1204) 
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which contain the perfect shells, and are exposed under the bridge 
on Pearl River, and on Dry Creelv near its mouth, are generally 
so sandy, and comparatively poor in lime, that their use for 
agricultural purposes would generally be too expensive, unless 
they vreve very near at hand, and it were desired, at the same time, 
to remedy extreme heaviness of the soil by the admixture of sand. 
The character of this bed, however, is itself somewhat variable, so 
that for instance, at its outcrop on the bank of the River near the 
end of the road embankment, in Rankin, it is so much less sandy, 
and richer in lime and greensaud, as to form an eligible manure 
similar in its aspect to the marl of Vicksburg. I have not, however, 
as yet analyzed it. 

284. With the marls of N. Rankin, and Scott, I am not person- 
ally acquainted, except tlirough a specimen furnished by Rev. E. B. 
Sims, from a locality near Morton, which resembles that but just 
mentioned ; and so probably does the marl on Coffeebogue Creek, 
mentioned by Prof. Wailes. The marl struck in R. R. cutd on the 
upper Potoc-Chitto, in Newton county, has been mentioned above 
(1207). Marls similar to those of Madison and N. Hinds are 
probably, however, the most prevalent ; at least, we find them of 
precisely the same character on the headwaters of Leaf and Strong 
Rivers, in S. Scott and N. B. Smith — so much so, that all that has 
been said regarding the yellow and white marls of Madison and 
N. Hinds, will apply equally to those of the region just mentioned. 

The yellow calcareous clay in which the large (Zeughdon) bones occur, iu 
Mrs. Nichols' field, and neighborhood (Tr207), is identical in almost every 
particular with that occurring on the roadside 3 miles N. of Jackson^ which 
was found to contain 17),;^ per cent, of carbonate of Ume, and some gypsum ; 
materials similar to the marl from Langley's field (see above) occur there also, 
and may be distinguished by the same criterion from the clays comparatively 
poor in lime. It is probable that greensand marls resembling the lower beds at 
Jackson, likewise occur. They should be sought for in the lowest situations 
(beds of creeks, etc.), underlying the yellow clay marls. 

285. The marls occurring near Brandon (belonging to the 
Vicksburg Group — 1218,224, ff.) resemble somewhat, at fii-st sight 
the yellow clay marls just described. But while they coincide with 
them in the absence of greensand grains, and consequent poverty 
in Potash, they differ essentially in this, that the amount of inert 
matter they contain is either very small, or when present consists 
of sand instead of clay : besides which, gypsum is entirely absent 
from them. 

The yellowish-white marls of the neighborhood of Brandon contain much 
less sand than from their grittiness to the touch, one would be led to suppose ; 
the latter circumstance being the efifect of the crystalline nature of the calcare- 
ous particles. Thus, the rough, yellowish-white, often someTvhal indurate mwl 
occurring at the bluffs in Dr. I. M. Quin's field, 4 miles S. of Brandon, shows 
the following composition : 
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DR. I.M. QUIN'SMARL, RANKIN COUNTY. 

Insolubbv Matter (sand ami fine silica) . .". 13.07-i 

Potash 0.265 

Soda 0.031 

Lime ^'J-222 

Magnesia 0.614 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.067 

Peroxide of Iron, and Alumina . , 2 .722 

Phosphoric Acid trace 

Sulphuric Acid 0.0.58 

Carbonic Acid 'ii.TM 

Water 2.050 



99.8.57 

A determination of the ingredients in,9oluble in ueri/ dilute muriatic acid, 
contained in the yellowish- white, soft marl intervening between two limestone 
ledges in the "rock cut" of the old R. R. track at Yost's Lime-kiln, gave only 
6 per cent, of insoluble matter, 2 of which were sharp black sand, the rest a 
ferruginous, clayey material. The remaining 94 per cent, may be considered 
nearly pure carbonate of Ume, corresponding to 52.75 per cent, of pure hme. — 
The marl used by Mr. A. P. Miller, is of this character. 

These marls are therefore to be considered essentially as stimulants, whoag 
eonlinued application, unaided by other, true manures, would in the end exhaust 
the soil. On account of the small amount of inert matter contained in them, 
they are equally well suited to sandy and clayey soils ; it being recollected, 
howeyer, that their great purity renders necessary some caution in their appli- 
cation to light soils, in order to avoid overdressing. Thus, on the sandy ridge 
soils S. of Brandon, it might hardly be safe to use more than 200 bushels per 
acre. 

286. Besides these pure, white marls, which are to be looked for 
wherever, in that neighborhood, ledges of limestone occur (between 
the latter), another material may be obtained, in abundance, above 
(i. e. always at a higher level than) the limestone, viz : a yellow 
calcareous sand, containing but few entire shells, but many obscure 
casts of others ; which is seen in the cuts immediately W. and E. 
of Brandon Depot. 

This material is very variable ; the firmer, the more lime it generally contains. 
On account of the large percentage of inert sand contained in it, it would not 
pay for transportation to any distance ; but where it is at hand, it would be a 
fine material for the improvement of the heavy, cold soils which occur in patches 
in that neighborhood — e. g. at Mr. Jos. Jayne's. For the improvement of hill 
lands, where transportation is costly, the pure white marls are, of course, to be 
preferi'ed ; so also, for composting, de-odorizing, etc. 

Outcrops of limestone occur on Richland Creek in several 
localities (see below, under Limestones), and they are probably 
accompanied by marl. The only marl outcrop on Richland Creek 
which I have as yet examined, is at Mr. German Berry's, S. 11, T. 
4, R. 2 E., (Monterey P. 0.). The blue calcareous sand, contain- 
ing entire sheik, is very similar to the uppermost marls at Vicks 
burg, at Brownsville, etc., which see.— Of the gypseous marls of the 
prairies of N. Rankin I shall speak in another place, in connection 
with the soil of these prairies (see Agricultural Report). 
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287. With the character of the marls in the Polkville region, I 
am not acquainted ; but from what I have lieard, they are similar 
in li'eneral to those near Brandon. 

N. of Kaleigh. Smith county, at Mr. Austin's mill (1227), wc 
tind marls corresponding in every respect to those at and above 
Byram, whicli sec (1280) ; though on the whole, perhaps, they are 
a little more gandy ; in some places they contain a good many 
greensand grains. The marl into which the pit for the water 
wheel is dug, is rather inferior to that which is found a few hundred 
yards lower down, outcropping on Shongalo Creek. Outcrops of 
a similar character are said to exist on the Okahay, and on Leaf 
River ; the same marl could no doubt be found under the ledges 
of limestone which come to the surface on the lower slopes of the 
ridges falling off towards Shongalo and Bowlands Creek, and may 
be looked for on Hatchushe and West Tallahala Creeks, E. of 
Raleigh, and S. of the "Hog-wallow prairie" region, in which only 
the clay marls of the Jackson Group Csce above, 120i; andff.; 282) 
are to be looked for. 

288. The latter occur, very cliaracteristically, near Garlandsville, 
and generally on the black prairies, or "shell prairie," on both 
sides of the Paulding ridge. On the bald prairies S. of Suanlovey 
Creek, near Garlandsville, we find all the several varieties of the 
white or yellowish clay marls occurring near Jackson and in the 
McNutt Hills —heavy calcareous clays with but a small percentage 
of lime, and some gypsum ; and soft, easily crushed marls, with 
ferruginous ca^ts of shells, resembling those of Moody's Branch and 
Langley's field (see above, 128:;. 288), and probably of a similar 
composition also. The great sandiness of the ridge soils of this 
region would render these clay marls particularly suitable to their 
improvement. 

Of the marls of S. Jasper, I know nothing personally ; they are said to resem- 
ble partly those of the Brandon neighborhood, partly the sandy varieties of the 
Vicksburg marl — as do those of the same formation in Wayne county. The 
country being hilly, they appear only in the deep ravines, and beds of water 
courses. 

289. In Clarke and Wayne counties, we have a great variety of 
mineral fertilizers. 

Beginning at the north, we find in the banks of the Chickasaw- 
hay River at Enterprise, strata of shell-bearing, calcareous sand, 
containing a large amount of greensand grains. 

The stratum (Nos. 2 and 3 of Sec. 24, ll90i ) as exhibited in the town of 
Enterprise, is so rich in greensand grains, that notwithstanding its sandiness, 
this material would be an eligible manure wherever it is conveniently accessible 
and does not require to be hauled to any great distance. It is very likely, how- 
ever, that the river bluff below the town, where a large exposure of stratum No. 
3 may be looked for, will be found to contain materials of greater purity, which, 
for their action as true manures and not mere stimulants, would be of especial 
ralue. Portions of this bed greatly resemble that near Shongalo (1274 and If.) 
«nd it is quite likely that the two deposits are connected, in which case, similar 
materials might be looked f*r in N. Newton, Leake, and E. Attala. Sim- 
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ikr beds probably exist on the headwaters of Buokatuima, in N. E. Clarke county. 

290. In the S. W. corner of T. 4, R. 17 W., we find, on Suan- 
lovey Creek, at a bridge, a bed of bluisli marl resembling that of 
Byram. .The thickness of this marl stratum I have not ascertained 
— it probably crops out on the creek below this spot also ; and the 
same marl is found near Quitman; and east of the same, on the 
waters of the Buckatunna. 

At Quitman, it does not appear in the blufi's of the river, where only a bluish- 
black, clayey sand is to be seen ; it occurs at a higher level, in the wells at 
Quitman, and at Smith's Sulphur Spring, south of the town, where it very 
closely resembles the Byram marl, save in that it does not contain (excepting 
oysters) any well-preserved shells. It is further seen in branches for several 
miles south of Quitman, where it also appears in the banks of the Chickasawhay 
Elver. Thus far the marl closely resembles the blue marls of the Vicksburg 
strata, containing a considerable amount of greensand grains. 

Further south, at the crossing of Falling Creek, four and a half 
miles from Quitman, we find it associated with white, sandy marls 
without greensand grains, resembling in general those of the Bran- 
don neigborhood (1218, Sec. 30). Of the marls occurring at this 
point, the blue (No. 3 of the section) is of course preferable as a 
manure. On this creek, and on the Chickasawhay River above 
the mouth of the same, marl may be looked for. On Coonupy 
Creek, however, and on the Chickasawhay near its mouth, we find 
brown clays containing no shells, and of no value as a manure. 

291. Southward of Coonupy Creek, we once more come to the 
territory of the yellowish-white clay marls of the Jackson Group. 
Here, however, 1 have not met with so much of the stiff clays seen 
elsewhere; the marl is more generally ofj the character of that 
from Langley's field, like which it contains many ferruginous or 
rusty casts of shells — as may be seen on many of the prairie hill- 
sides. 

The marl in the banks of the Chickasawhay at Dr. Ogburn's, S. 21, T. 1, E. 
16 E., is scarcely to be distinguished from that of stratum No. 6, at Moody's 
branch (Sec. 29, 11204:), an analysis of which is given above (ir282). At Dr. 
Ogburn's, the marlis so near to the surface of the ground that it can readily 
be reached in pits dug in the field its If ; nnd its effects on the productiveness of 
the soil are much praised by Dr.. 0. The stratum as exhibited on the river 
banks, underlaid by brown and red clays, is about thirty feet in thickness. 

292. South of Dr. Ogburn's, on Garlands Creek, we find exhib- 
ited two strata of greensand marl, corresponding, apparently, to 
the blue marl at Jackson, like wliich,- they are overlaid by white 
marls. 

The strata occurring in this locality have been mentioned above (ir210); 
the upper stratum consists of greensand grains imbedded in gray calcareous 
clay, together with many entire shells. An average specimen of this marl (air- 
dried) lost 11.944 per cent, of water by ignition, and was composed as follows: 
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GREENSAND MARL FROM GARLAND'S CREEK. 

Insoluble Matter (Silica and Sand) 21.657 

Soluble (in NaO CO^ ) Silica 24.224 

Potash 1.717 

Soda 0.465 

Lime 14.785 

Magnesia 2.476 

Brown Oxide of Magnesia 0.403 

Peroxide of Iron 13.020 

Alumina 7.751 

Phosphoric Acid 0.327 

Sulphuric Acid , 0.566 

Carbonic Acid 12.492 



99.556 



This marl is quite remarkable for its completeness as a mineral manui'e in 
all respects, containing as it does, large amounts of every essential ingredient 
(excepting chlorine, which may, however, be present also); being so constituted 
as to be equally well adapted to light and heavy soils, and without any danger 
of over-dressing. It is, thus far, the most complete mineral fertilizer I have 
found in the State. 

It constitutes about two feet of the bluff at the bridge, being the highest 
stratum visible below the soil ; the lowest five feet consist of a sandy material, 
also rich in greensand, yet not as much so as the upper stratum. Both proba- 
bly crop out on the Chickasawhay near or above the mouth of Garland's Creek, 
and it is possible that the upper stratum may there be found of greater thick- 
ness. It would pay well ^r transportion even to a distance. 

I have received, through the hands of Gov. Pettus, a specimen of marl nearly 
resembling that of the upper stratum at Garland's Creek, found near De Soto 
Station, Clarke county, on the M. & . R. R. 

292. In the upland prairies between Garland's Creek and Suck 
Creek, we again find materials somewhat similar to those of the 
McNutt Hills near Jackson (T204); Suck Creek itself has excava- 
ted its channel in a solid bed of bluish-white marl, which contains 
only fine sand and bears no small resemblance, at first sight, to the 
freshly dug " Rotten Limestone " of the prairies of Monroe, etc. 
I have not as yet analyzed this marl — it contains small grains of 
greensand, and while it is certainly very rich in lime, it may con- 
tain notable amounts of other useful ingredients. 

• Similar materials occur all along on the road to Gen. Trotter's 
plantation. At the latter place, there is quite a variety of marly 
materials, but on the whole they are poor in greensand grains and 
consequently in potash ; consisting chiefly of lime and sand. 

The marl in the deep gullies, and the lower portion of the bluff on the Chick- 
asawhay River, is most sandy, bluish, and greatly resembles the material seen 
on Suck Creek ; while higher up on the hillsides, we find outcropping ledges of 
soft, yellowish-white limestone (precisely similar to that of the McNutt Hills), 
alternating with soft strata which appear to be the less sandy and richer in lime 
and clay the higher up they occur ; none of them, however, containing any 
notable amount of greensand. 

293. For several miles above and below the plantation, these and 
similar marls crop out on the Chickasawhay River. The further 
southward, however, the more clayey and compact they seem to 
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becouic, the upper -Irata graduall}^ descending to the water level 
and finally disappearing beneath it, until, at the bluffs above Red 
Bluff Station, a material altogether different takes their place, as 
is shown in the profile (Sec. 28, 11212.) 

Here we have 50 to 60 feet of a bluish clay marl, almost uniform above and 
below, and containing chiefly minute, imperfect shells ; no ledges of rook appear 
within it, and traces only of greensand grains. Judging from its effervesence 
with acids, this marl is limey enough to serve as a strong stimulant dressing, 
especially on light soils; it is not so well suited,'however, to the heavy "hog- 
wallow soil" which occupies the top of the bluff. 

294. Lower down the river, the heavy green claj' which appears 
at the top of the profile (Sec. 28, 11212) descends lower, and itself 
forms the bluff ; it is unfit to serve any purpose in agriculture, and 
and shows neither shells, nor effervesence (" boiling ") with acids. 
Gradually, however, it also descends to the water, and overlying 
it appear the white marls of the Vicksburg Group, so closely 
resembling those occurring near Brandon, that it is difficult to dis- 
tinguish specimens of the two, one from the rock cut on the South- 
ern R. R. at Yost's Lime-kiln, Rankin county (11285), and the other 
from the bluff of the Chickasawhay at Dr. E. A. Miller's, near 
Waynesboro', Wayne county ; their chemical nature also being, no 
doubt, essentially the same. 

At the latter place also, the yellowish-white marl generally occurs between 
ledges of limestone ; nor are even the calcareous sands wanting, which wc see 
in the cuts near Brandon Depot (ir218). The latter also appear with frequency 
on hilltops on the west side of the Chickasawhay, in T. 9, B. 7 W.; and in the 
streams — as for instance, on Yellow Creek — blue marls resembling those at and 
above Byram, appear, inclosed as usual, between ledges of rock. Specimens of 
similar marls have been furnished me from Mr. Waldron's place on the Chick- 
asawhay, near Waynesboro'. 

As a manure proper, the blue marls, which generally contaia 
greensand grains, are preferable, of course, to the white, which 
furnish only lime to the soil. The variety of materials occurring 
in this region is so great, however, as to deserve a more special 
examination than, thus far, I have been able to bestow on them ; 
especially in view of the equally great variety of soils, itself owing 
more or less, no doubt, to the variability of the materials in ques- 
tion. 

2951 No marls are found on the Chickasawhay, so far as I am aware, much 
below Dr. B. A. Miller's, near Waynesboro', Wayne county. I have not myself 
visited the waters of the Buckatunna, but from what information I have obtained, 
the beds corresponding to those on the Chickasawhay from Quitman in Clarke 
county, to Waynesboro' in Wayne, appear again on the Buckatunna, in a direc- 
tion south of east, as indicated on the map, and in the intervening tract of coun- 
try, the marl, together with the limestones associated with it, is found in the 
ravines and water-courses, and also, where there is prairie, on the hills and hill- 
•ides. A growth of Crab-Apple, Wild Plum, Poplar, Eed-Bud, etc., in the 
hollows, will generally indicate the presence of some of these calcareous mate- 
rials, near to the surface. 

The clayey, gypseous marls of some parts of Hinds, Rankin and 
Scott, which are intimately connected, in most cases, with the bald 
prairies of that region, will be mentioned in connection with the 
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latter, under the Jiead of tlie Ceutial Prairie Region, as well as 
below (1[3032). 

295^. Calcareous Marls of the Fresh-Water Tertiary of South 
Mississippi, or Southern Lignitic. — Calcareous marls, void of shells, 
and very clayey, occur in limited patches on the territory of the 
Grand Gulf Group. These deposits are local phenomena — the 
strata containing them either run out beyond a limited space, or 
more generally, the material changes its character— loses its calca- 
reous constituent, and becomes a simple gray clay. It is not pos- 
sible therefore to trace out such deposits from place to place, as we 
have done in describing the marls of the marine Tertiary : they 
turn up occasionally, any where on the territory of the Grand Gulf 
Group. 

At Grand Gulf, as the section shows, (Section 33, ir232), we haye calca- 
reous clays at two different levels, in strata Nos. 1 and 8 ; the latter especially, 
in some portions of the bed, would no doubt make an effectual manure. But 
it is not to be traced at other points of the outcrop, and the same is the case 
with No. 1, which is visible as such only at the lower end of the bluff. The 
material might form a good dressing for light soils, huts its quality would not 
entitle it to more than local importance. The amount oS lime contained in the 
mass may be judged of by the eye, since it forms whrtish speclis in a gree« 
mass. 

296'. The only other deposit of this character and of any impor- 
tance, which 1 know of, W. of Pearl River, is a bed of brown clay- 
marl occurring at Judge Hiram Oassedy's, S. 1 T. 6, R. 3 E., on 
the hilla bordering on the S., the S. fork of the Homochitto, in 
Franklin county. 

It forms a " prairie" spot on a hilltop, about an acre in extent, and consiists of 
a stratum some 8 feet in thickness, of a stiff, dark orange-colored clay, inter- 
spersed with specks ot white, limy concretions, which are largest and most 
abundant in the lower portion (the lowest 3 feet) of the deposit, where they 
occur of the size of a hen's egg, and sometimes larger. The whole of the clayey 
mass, hower, effervesces with acids. The spot bears the usual evidence of • 
ealeateous soil in its vegetation, which consists chiefly of Crab-Apple and a 
speeies of Red Haw (or Hawthorn), and on its outskirts, where the soil is not 
excessively heavy. Wild Plum and Honey Locust also ; while the other timber 
is thin and much stunted. The whole was probably once covered with dark 
colored prairie soil, which is now found only in patches ; ai^d it is stated that 
when the country was &st settled, the spot was entu-ely overgrown with 
strawberry bushes. 

297. The specimen analyzed represents about the average (exclusive of the 
Harge lumps of lime) of the lowest four feet. It is a hard, reddish-brown day, 
witti numerous white specks and veins. 
R— 12 
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CLAY MARL FROM JUDGE HIRAM CASSEDY'S, FRANKLIN CO. 

The airdried substance lost 6.818 per cent, of moisture at 212 deg. F,, dried at 
which temperature it consisted of : 

Insoluble Matter 49.475 

Potash 1-242 

Soda 0.152 

Lime 13.190 

Magnesia 1.829 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.266 

Peroxide of Iron 5.538 

Alumina 12.587 

Sulphuric Acid 0.033 

Phosphoric Acid 0.132 

Carbonic Acid 9.555 

Water 5.876 

99.871 

The most remarkable feature exhibited in this analysis, is the large amount 
of Potash contained in the substance, in the absence of any visible trace of 
greensand grains. It is highly probable, however, that in consequence of the 
long continued action of lime on the masS, a large part of this potash, as well as 
of the other ingredients present, is in an available condition, and that this 
material will prove a valuable fertilizer, more especially as most of the soils in 
the neighborhood of its place of occurrence, are very light, and in the case of 
the bottom soils, extremely so. The large amount of clay contained in the 
material itself, as compared with its percentage of lime, obviates any danger of 
overdressing ; except in rendering the soil too heavy where it is not naturally 
very light, by using a very great excess. 

The most calcareous portions of the mass ought, of course, to be selected, as 
they will pay best for transportation. Experiments on the efficacy of the 
material must decide how far the 22)^ per cent, of carbonate of lime and 1)^ of 
potash will pay for the transportation of the inert clay. 

298. It is very likely that similar deposits occur in other portions 
of the Homochitto Hills. Ml bald hilltops having a clay soil do 
not, however, necessarily indicate the presence of similar materials; 
I have observed many, both in the Homocliitto Hills, in those S. of 
Fayette, and in other localities between the Mississippi and the 
waters of Leaf liivcr, in wliich a licavy pjray potters clay, which 
does not effervesce, forms the soil and supports a stunted forest 
growth, and generally some long grass. It is only when the Crab 
Apple, Red Haw and Lloiiey Locust arc present iiVsnch spots, tljat 
the existence of calcai'cous marl.i is indicated. Such indicatidus 
are found in the hills three to five miles south of Payette, where 
the trees mentioned, accompanied by the Wild Plum and Poplar, 
may be observed in several points on the ridge ; and ' have found 
calcareous veins in an outcrop of gray clay in the roads on a hill- 
side about three miles south of Fayette. 

For use on the small scale, in the improvement of gardens, where the expense 
need not be considered, the clay marl at Judge Cassedy's migtit, no doubt, be 
greatly improved by a gentle calcination, which would reader most of the ingre- 
dients available to a much greater extent than is the case in the raw material. 
In composting manure, it will be found valuable in either case. 

ii99. I have no personal knowledge of the existence of any 
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similar materials between the localities just mentioned, and Pearl 
River. On tlie latter, as stated before, blue, green and white clays 
usually form the material of the strata of the Grand Gulf Group, 
which appear to be very generally rich in Potash, Soda and Mag- 
nesia, and often in Gypsum ; but it is only in one point that I know 
them to contain a notable amount of carbonate of lime ; viz : near 
Mr. Ben Barnes' place, SS. 2 and 35, TT. 4 and 5, R. 12 B., Marion 
county. 

A high ridge here comes up to the river, and has been washed off into a steep 
bluff about 110 feet high from the water's edge. It continues along the river 
for four or five miles below, sometimes coming up close to the bank, but gener- 
ally at a distance of 200 to 300 yards from the latter, on the west side ; its 
upper portion being formed by deposits of gravel and sand of the Orange Sand 
Group, the lower, by the gray or variously colored clays and loams of the Grand 
Gulf Group. 

The following is the profile afforded by the strata at the " White 
Bluff," on the sections above given : 

(Sec. 39.) 

SECTION OF "BAENES' WHITE BLtJFE," MARION COUNTY. 





1 


OHAEACTEB OF STBATA. 







25 
to 
30 


Yellow and red sand, and pebbles. (Orange Sand). 


8 








40 


Gray or yellowish,' fine sand, somewhat clayey, and 
indurate, washing into perpendicular, rounded masses. 
In some portions quite cellular, the cavities rusty. 


7 





3 
6 


Reddish-gray, clayey sand. 


6 

5 


c 


Yellowish -gray clay, almost white when dry, with 
veins, specks and nodules of carbonate of lime — 

" Marl." 


• 


20 


Sandy clay variegated with pale red and gray — same 
as No. 6. 


6 


. . 


2 


White indurate sand, fine-grained. 


3 


— — 


6 


Solid gray clay, with massy cleavage, very fat ; 
contains rounded masses, several inches thick, of light 
green clay, with white iaminse. 


2 




1 Blue sandy clay, as at Pope's Perry, and Monticello. | 1| 



SOO. Of the several materials occurring at this outcrop, stratum Ko. 5 is the 
one which at once suggests itself as suitable for use as a fertilizer — more e^spe- 
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cially on the very sandy soils of the region, which are pre-eminently poor ia 
lime. An analysis of an average specimen from stratum No. 6, dried at the 
boiling point, gave the following result : 

BAKXES' MARL. 

Insoluble Matter (clay and silex) n.ioS 

Potash 0.709 

Soda 0.101 

Lime 4-800 

Magnesia 1.248 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.316 

Peroxide of Iron 2.989 

-Uumina 6.449 

Phosphoric Acid 0.111 

Sulphuric Acid trace 

Carbonic Acid 3.371i 

Water 2.554 



100.197 
The large amount of inert matter contained in this material, would prevent 
its transportation to any considerable distance, on account of the considerable 
quantity required for an effective dressing. But to tlie sandy lands of the 
neigbborbood, its application will, no doubt, prove both beneficial and profitable. 
It crumbles readily on exposure, in a pile, to the atmosphere, but contain^ no 
pyrites to render any lengthy exposure necessary. No fears need be entertained 
of overdressing, unless the application be carried to such an excess as to render 
the soil too clayey — which is not likely to happen. 

301. Here, as elsewhere in this formation, the calcareous character of the 
stratum does not appear to be contiuned to any groat distance. About half a. 
mile below the bluff, we find at the water's edge a gray clay similar to that of 
stratum No. 5 of the section, but instead of containing the lime in minute 
specks and streaks, the latter occurs in solid veins or plates J^ to }-n inch thick, 
while the mass of the clay contiiins none and is not, therefore, suitable as a 
fertilizer. Lower down still, at the "Red Bluff," on S. 12, T. 4, R. 12 B. 
(which is considerably higher than the " White Blufi"," the Orange Sand strata 
superimposed upon those of the Grand &ulf Group beiug 140 to 150 feet in 
thickness), wo find no trace of calcareous veins in the gray clays into whick 
the creek has cut its channel in the lower portion of its course. 

It is stated, however, by Mr. Barnes, that singularly favorable effects were 
produced, in experiments made by him on a small scale, by the use, as a fertil- 
izer, of a grayish, sandy material, obtained at the " Red Blufl"," and resemWing, 
in its aspect, that of stratum No. 7 of the "White BlutF." I have not myself 
seen this material in place ; specimens handed me by Mr. Barnes do not effer- 
vesce with acid, but a qualitative analysis showed it to contain an unusual 
amount of Potash, for the presence of which I cannot account satisfactorily, 
since there is no trace of greensand in the mass. Future examinations must 
decide this point. It is to bo regretted, that Mr. Barnes' experiments with 
these fertilizers were not made on a larger scale ; but the analysis shows good 
reason to expect the favorable results reported by him. 

it seems very. likely, that other deposits of calcareous marls may 
be found in this region, and in the. Lenoir fc?ettl(!meut, lower down. 

302. It is stated that bald hilltops, overgrown with Red Haw, 
Crab Apple, Locust, etc., exist in east Lawrence county, but 1 have 
had no opportunity of verifying the fact. 



:!()2 



Bi'IlNETT'S BLUFF, 



]SI 



Tlicic rail lie 110 doulii, that lucally, :i good many of Uicmaterials 
orf this foriniitjon iniglit hr employed in tlie ;aiproveinent of soils, 
even where Ih^y caniior, pi'opcrly he considered as marls in the 
n.-mal ;u'ce|ii:itioii of the term : provided only, they be convenient 
to tlie tract where they are to hi- ii-'cd. The soils" of S. B Missis- 
sippi show very geui'i-ally extremes ot heaviness and lightness ; and 
whenever the increased Cacilities of communication shall be such 
as to render practicable the more costly methods of improvement 
in the soils of particular localities, tlie materials of this formation 
will be called in requisition in preference to otht-rs which would not 
serve the double purpose of a chemical and mechanical manure. [See 
Agr. Rept., Gen. Pt.j As an example of a material which, though 
not suitable for transportation to a distance, would foi'm an emi- 
nently useful addition to any soil to wliich it could be conveniently 
applied, I subjoin the analysis of a green loam forming part of an. 
outcrop, a section of which is given below. 

(Sec. 40.) 

SECTION AT BURNETT'S BLUFF, MARION COUNTY. 



iz; 



15 



CHAnACTER OP STBATAi 



Orange Sand with pebbles ; hilltops about 50 feet more. 



Gray massy clay, very fat. 



Greenish-gray, clayey sand. 



Bluish-gray, fat, massy clay. 



5 Loose green loam, without coarse Sand. 



The air-dried .material of the lowest stratum (No. 1) lost, on ignition, 4.967 
per cent, of moisture, and gave the following result : 

e-EEEN LOAM FROM BURNETT'S BLUFF, MARION COUNTY. 

Insoluble Matter (clay and silex) 83.691 

Potash ■•••.... 0.827 

Soda 0.268 

Lime 0.793 

Magnesia 1.053 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.223 

Peroxide of Iron 4.394 

Alumina 8.347 

Phosphoric Acid 0.148 

Sulphuric Acid 0.022 



99.761 
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This loam (which was instinctively, from its aspect, considered "rich" by the 
inhabitants), would from its physical, no less than its chemical constitution, 
form an acceptable addition to any soil ; while the upper strata, which seem to 
diifer from it mainly in the amount of clay which they contain, could be profit- 
ably employed, where convenient, for the improvement of very light soils. And 
under similar circumstances, no doubt such materials as those at Monticello, 
Pope's Perry, Avera's, etc. (IT 237, 238, 245) would be equally useful 

303^ At Dwryer's Perry, S. 11, T. 5, R. 7 W., Jackson county, 
materials occur which no doubt could be used witli great advantage 
on the poor soils of that region (1246, Sec. 39). They contain 
large amounts of gypsum, and probably other fertilizing substan- 
ces — I have not, however, had time to give them a special examin- 
ation. 

The fertilizers occurring in the formations near the sea-coast, are mentioned in 
the special description of that region, as well as above (IT 11248,249). 

303^. Gypsum, or Plaster of Paris. — The occurrence of this sub- 
stance on the territory of the several lignitic stages of the Tertiary, 
as well as that on the Jackson and Yicksbui g Groups, has been 
repeatedly mentioned. It is usually found in crystalline plates, 
rosettes, or lenticular masses, 1-20 of an inch to 2 inches in thick- 
ness ; but I have not thus far seen it in independent deposits 
sufiELciently large to warrant exploitation of the plaster as such ; 
although it is very likely that such deposits do exist, and if so, 
they would be of high value in agriculture. In most cases, the 
mineral is intermixed in small crystals or thin sheets, with clayey 
materials, so as to be available only in connection with these; 
forming gypseous marls, whose agricultural value is only thus far 
inferior to that of pure plaster, as they will not bear transporta- 
tion so well. Some of them, however, undoubtedly contain other 
valuable ingredients besides gypsum, and it is possible that not a 
few of the lignito-gypseous materials found in S. Carroll, Attala, 
Leake, Holmes and N. Madison (180, 183, 187), as well as in 
Hinds, Rankin and Scott, will prove valuable fertilizers. 

I have not, however, thus fiir given as much attention to their investigation as 
to that of the more generally important "calcareous" marls, and greensands; an 
analysis of one of them will be found in the Agricultural Report, under the 
head of the "Central Prairie Region," whose gypseous prairies owe their exist- 
ence to the gypseous clay marls. Other data concerning their occurrence are 
given in IT IT 215 to 219, 231, 233, 241, 246. The largest vasisse&oi pure gypsum 
on selenite, of whose occurrence I am aware, have been found in wells near Cato, 
Rankin county (11241 — a ledge from ten to twelve inches thiols); in the railroad 
cut near Clinton (crystalline masses one to two inches thick and of a square-foot 
surface); on the gypseous prairies of W. Hinds (Wailes); in Dr. Galloway's 
well, near Kosciusko (187), and on the Pelahatchie near Mr. -J. Parker's (125). 

304. Limestones OP the Marine Tbrtiaev. — Limestones suitable 
for lime-burning, as well as for building purposes, are chiefly found 
on the territory of the Vicksburg Group. The limestones, or 
rather, indurate marls occasionally found within the two other 
groups, are generally too soft for building purposes, and not nearly 
as pure as the hard blue limestones of the Vicksburg Group. 

The only locaUty known to me on the territory of the Claiborne Grroup, whore 
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any solid limestone occurs, is that on Palling Creek, 4:j:.;. miles S. of Quitman, 
Clarke county ; so far as I have seen it, however (11195, Sec. 26), it is very 
sandy, and would make lime suitable only for mortar, and for agricultural 
purposes. It may bu found of greater purity at other localities on that stream. 
Nor are the marls of this group of sufficient purity to serve as materials for 
lime-burning. 

The same is true of the limestones of the Jackson Group. The indurate 
marl of the McNutt Hills does not resist the weather, and wowld make very 
inferior lime for all except agricultural purposes ; and the same holds true o f 
the limestones occurring on the Chickasawhay near Trotter's Plantation, Clarke 
county. It is probable, however, that not a few of these materials will be found, 
when properly burnt, to possess hydraulic properties — a point I have not as yet 
investigated, but which, from the frequency with which cisterns are used on the 
territory of this group, possesses a special interest. Marls like those at Moody's 
Branch (ir 204), Langiey's field, and many of those of Madisoli, N.Smith, N. 
Jasper, and S. ClarkeJ approach very nearly in their composition, to hydraulic 
limestones ; and the same is true of the marl of Vicksburg, and those resemb- 
ling it. 

305. Some of the limestones of the Vicksburg Group are of 
considerable purity ; thus, that at Yost's lime-kiln, Rankin connty, 
contains only about five per cent, of impurities (see below) which 
are the less injurious to the quality of the product, as they consist 
of sand rather than clay. The limestone ledges always occur 
interstratified (alternating) with marl strata, the thickness of both 
varying from 1 to 6 feet ; the limestone ledges are generally the 
thickest, ordinarily 2 or 4 feet. The limestone at Vicksburg, 
(220) whose quality as a building stone and flagstone baa been 
sufficiently tested,* is less pure than that found in Hinds and 
Rankin ; yet it will, if not overburnt, yield a lime suitable for ali 
ordinary purposes, except, perhaps, whitewashing. A partial 
analysis of the rock as obtained from the quarry in the northern 
part of the town of Vicksburg, gave the following result : 

VICKSBURG LIMESTONE. 

Carbonate of Lime 87.808 

Sharp Sand 0.207 

Other Impurities 11.985 

100.000 
1 cwt. of limestone will, according to this analysis, yield about 61 pounds ef 
burnt lime, containing between 11 and 12 lbs. of impurities. Among the latter, 

*The durability of the rock is greatly increased, if care be taken to place it 
in its natural position, so as to place the stratification lines horizontally and not 
vertically ; in other words, if the slabs be placed "flat" and not "on edge." In 
many of the stone walls and paving stones of Vicksburg, it will be noted that 
wherever the rock has been placed on edge, it has split up and crumbled off 
("exfohated") to a much greater extent, than is the case where it was placed on 
the broad side. In old walls especially, the rocks placed on edge might be 
distinguished at a distance, by their forming recesses, as it were, below the 
surface of the others. — The greater permeability of the rock to water in the 
direction of its cleavage, than at right angles to the latter, explains this 
phenomenon. 
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however, the eye, and still better the lens, detects a considerable amount of 
gi'eensand grains, which will render the product especially valuable for agricul- 
tural purposes. 

306. Whether or not the limestone occurring at Old Port St. Peters, above 
Vioksburg, on the Yazoo, resembles the Vicksburg rock in this respect, I am not 
informed. It appears that in this locality, the ledges are heavier than at 
Vicksburg, so that blocks of considerable size can be obtained. — The clay seams 
mentioned a,^ overlying the best of the rock at Vicksburg (ir220), seem to 
accompany the same pretty generally, and may serve as a convenient landmark 
in opening quarries. It would seem that lime might be manufactured to great 
advantage at several points in the Walnut Hills, on the Yazoo River, where 
timber is so abundant; and so near to the great highway of the West, at all whose 
ports are annually landed immense quantities of lime, transported at enormous 
expense from Portland, Maine, to be distributed and consumed in the valley of 
the Mississippi. 

I am not aware that any limestone appears on the Big Black, in Warren or 
Hinds counties ; it would seem that such must be the case at some point B. and 
ST. E. of Vicksburg, although it might be covered at present by the surface 
materials. 

307. The rock occurring in the town of Brownsville (11221) is 
rather impure, but w6uld yield lime suitable for mortar, and 
agricultural purposes. 

Of the limestone occurring ou Baker's Creek, below Bolton's 
Depot, I have not seen any specimen, nor am I aware of the thickness 
«r character of the strata, which are, no doubt, a continuation of 
those at Steward's quarry, 3 miles W. of Clinton, and could prob- 
ably be found at corresponding depths in other localities. The 
rock at Steward's quarry is purer than that at Vicksburg, and 
TTcll suited for building purposes, as well as for lime burning, being 
Tery similar to that of Yost's Lime-kiln. The same is true of most 
«f the rock at Marshall's Quarry ; that occurring near the former 
residence of Mr. Long ; and 3 miles S. of Byrara, on the R. R. 
At the latter place, it does not, however, form solid ledges, but 
strata of disjointed, cavernous blocks ; which circumstance, while 
rendering it less valuable as a building stone, in no way impairs 
its quality for lime-burning. The stratum can no doubt be found 
in many other localities, and with the exception of N. B. Tishomin- 
go, I know of no region in the State so well supplied with this 
useful material, and so accessible on all sides, as that lying S. of 
ihe Southern R. R., between Brandon and Bolton, and indicated 
on the map by the pale bluish gray. 

308. At Byram Station itself, as shown in the profile (ir280), no 
Mmestone occurs, but only soft marls. But within a mile above, 
the ledges of rock represented in Sec. 32 (11223), cropping out on 
the banks of the river, offer a fine opportunity of obtaining, not 
only good limestone, but also very durable building stones, at the 
same time with the first quality of marls. 

The smooth, water-worn sur&ces of the rock in ledges Nos. 2, 4 and 6, 
plainly show that it is not likely to give way under atmospheric influences alone. 
Considering in general, the great resistance of these limestones to decay, which 
jnay be seen abundantly illustrated at their outcrops, it is much to be regretted 
that the soft, easily decaying sandstone of S. Hinds should have altogether 
W^rseded it in the erection of public buildings at Jackson. 
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309. Vro\\\ Byraiii, the limestone may be traced in ocuasioual 
outcrops to ihe neighboriiood of Brandou, wlicro it apiiears at 
numerous localities, generally capping the hills (^as on A. P. Miller's. 
Jos. Jayne's and Rev. D. \. Campbell's land,) forming a l)elt run- 
ning N. E. and S. W. 

There are here also, however, several ledges of hard limestone, separated 
fi'Om each other by strata of white marl (1T218). The heaviest stratum, which 
appears at the same level in several localities in the neighborhood, occurs at 
Yost's lime-kiln. This stratum is composed of two ledges, separated only by 
a thin sheet of soft material ; the upper ledge, about two feet in thickness, 
consists of disjointed blocks, very jagged and rough, and its cavities filled with 
red clay from the surface. The lower ledge is solid, and 2to to 3 feet thick ; 
it is blue internally, but yellowish on the outside, there being, however, no 
essential difference between the portions so colored. An analysis of a specimen 
of this rock, taken from the lower ledge, gave the following result : 

LIMESTONE PROM YOST'S LIMB-KILN, RANKIN COUNTY. 

Insoluble Matter (chiefly fine Sand 2.029 

Lime 52.474 

Magnesia 0.667 

Peroxide of Iron, and Alumina 2.125 

Phosphoric Acid 0.075 

Carbonic Acid 41.529 

Water 1.100 



^^ 99.924 

One cwt. of this limestone will therefore yield about 57 pounds of lune, of 
which about 43-2 H^s. are impurities. 

310. The lime made from this rock, when properly burnt, slakes well, and is 
aaitable for all purposes. It has, nevertheless, been thought to be greatly- inferior 
to the imported — to make the mortar less firm, and not to admit of as large an 
admixture of sand. There is not, in the nature of the material, any reason 
irhy this should be so ; but I have perceived abundant cause for these effects, 
ID the manner in which the burnt product is often managed. It has been 
showed, after burning, to lie on the ground in piles, in open sheds, and has thus 
keen sold in small quantities, after having kin for weeks and even months. 
Under such circumstances, the purest and strongest lime will rapidly become 
mseless, for it is thus afforded an opportunity of returning to the same condition 
Irom which it was originally changed by burning, and in consequence, it loses 
its property of hardening when used as mortar. When burnt lime is thus 
allowed to become airslaked, it increases considerably both in weight (more than 
•ne third) and volume ; so that the purchaser not only buys a worthless article, 
kut also pays for it higher by giving the same price which he would have paid 
for the freshly burnt product. 

Burnt lime, in order to preserve its fitness for use in mortar, must be kept 
from contact with the air as much as possible. It ought therefore to be barrelled 
©r boxed immediately, if destined for sale or transportation ; and not as apples 
«r oranges are, simply in order to keep them together, but tightly, like flour, etc. 
When, however, a kiln of lime has been burnt for use on the spot, and it be 
inconvenient to use it at once, it may be kept with perfect security and without 
danger of deterioration, by skking it in the same manner as though it were to 
be converted into mortar at once, but afterwards letting it off from the slaking- 
pan into a pit in the ground. After a time the lime settles, leaving the super- 
fluous water on top, which as far as practicable may be drawn off ; after which, 
the pasty lime is covered over with sand to the depth of several inches. — Pure 
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lime even improves by being thus kept for a time ; but the process is not advis- 
able with very impure lime, suchas that taade ofthe Rotten Limestone (T149). 

311. Most of the hard limestone occurring in the Brandon 
neighborhood is of the same character as that of which the analysis 
is given above. 

Besides being found on the belt mentioned above (^[309), it occurs also due 
S. of Brandon, near Dr. Parker's, in a little branch on S. 27, T. 5, R. 3 B. ; the 
ledge is not, however, as thick as the one at Yost's kiln, and belongs to a lower 
level. At a lower level still, on Richland Creek, S. 34,' T. 5, R. 3 E., there is an 
outcrop similar to the one mentioned. These strata do not, however, appear to 
be always continuous, so that the rook is not necessarily found in one hill at the 
same level at which it occurs in the one opposite. Limestone precisely similar 
to that at Yost's kiln, was found in Mr. Ware's well, B. of Brandon, at about 
40 feet ; and again, we find it overlying the marl at Dr. Quin's (see above, Tr285). 
Dr. Q. has used the rock for lime-burning, and finds it to produce an excellent 
article. 

312. The same limestone occurs, no doubt, further on in a S. E. 
direction, about Polkville. It is found again in the neighborhood 
of Raleigh, and crops out on the slopes of the ridges, towards 
Shongalo Creek, N. E. of Raleigh ; the ledges so far as I have 
seen, are of less thickness than in Rankin, and on the whole, less 
pure — the marl character prevailing over that of the limestone. 
On the ridge between Shongalo and Bowland's Creek, the rock 
also crops out, giving rise to terraces on the hills ; that which 
I have seen there, is very rich in greensand grains, and wouli 
probably answer better for agricultural, than for architectural 
purposes. 

313*. I am not aware whether or not any hard limestone occurs 
on the territory of the Vicksburg Group in S. Jasper, but it is 
very likely that such is the case, for we see it in Wayne county, if 
not as abundantly, or generally speaking, of equal purity with 
that of Rankin and Hinds, nevertheless affording abundant oppor- 
tunity for tlie manufacture of quicklime, of good quality. Here as 
elsewhere, the hard blue or gray limestone is to be preferred to 
any of the softer and yellowish materials ; nevertheless, the pure 
white marls (T"294) might, if necessary, be used for the purpose. 
Blue limestone is found on the Chickasawhay River, at, and for 
some distance above. Dr. E. A. Miller's place, near Waynesboro' ; 
on Limestone Creek, both at its month and further up ; on Yellow 
Creek, in ledges of inconsiderable thickness, interstratified with 
blue marl ; on Cakchey's mill Creek, and others. It is also found 
on the Buckatunna, S. E. of the localities mentioned. The soft 
yellowish limestone underlying the prairies and forming bald hill- 
tops, inthis region, is generally better suited to agricultural, than 
to architectural purposes. 

313^. Building Stones.— With the exception of the limited 
deposits of variegated aluminous s.indstone occurring at Reeve's, 
and on Muddy Creek, in Tippah (If 168), no hard rocks but those 
belonging to "the Orange Sand (111, 56) occur in quantities useful 
for building purposes, on the territory of the Kffrthern Lignitic 
formation. 
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The localities thus far observed of the sandstones and claystones 
of the Siliceous Claiborne, stage, have been mentioned above (T188, 
1903). 

These rocks are generally very durable, where they are not too 
soft from the first. 

The limestonps of the calcareous Tertiary, some of which are of 
excellent quality as building stones, have been spoken of above 
(ir.J04 to 414). ■ 

The gray and white sandstones of the Grand Gulf Group, whose 
chief localities of occurrence have already been given, (232 to 236 ; 
242), would, so far as their obvious pliysical properties, their fre- 
quency of occurrence, and their mass is concerned, fofm a very 
eligible and highly valuable building material, but for the draw- 
backs already referred to (1231), viz : their want of durability 
when exposed above ground. 

In numerous instances their gradual softening has been owing, no doubt, to 
the amount of salts they contain, which in some regions (Campbell's Creek, 
Steen's Creek, Eankin county, T24:1), continually effloresce on their surface, 
and finally reduce them to powder. In others, however (and particularly at 
the Capitol at Jackson), the chief cause of their decay has been the presence of 
small concretions of iron pyrites, whose oxidation or vitriolescence causes partly 
rusty spots, which, though softDr than the rest of the mass, serve mainly to 
mar the appearance of the surface ; partly, by the swelling consequent upon this 
process, breaks out fragments, and rends open large sized blocks ; thus serious- 
ly endangering the security of buildings. The acrid, inky taste of the spsts 
where this process is going on, will readily show to any palate the presence of 
copperas. 

Two simple practical rules to be observed in the use of this rock, result from 
the above considerations. Firstly, the use of any rock or portions of rodg 
where the briUiant, golden-yellow particles or lumps of the iron pyrites may be 
observed, or where on surfaces naturally exposed, the rust spots indicate its 
presence, ought to be strictly avoided. Secondly, the rock when used oughtto 
be protected against the action of Jiir and moisture, by a good coating of Unseed 
oil, soluble glass, varnish or the like ; and the same means may be employed 
to arrest the process of decay where it has already commenced. — It aiss 
follows, that when the rock is used in works little exposed to the action of the 
atmosphere, and changes from wet to dry (as in foundations, etc.), there is less 
danger of a change in its mass. 

314. "Waters of the Teutiaey Formations. — a. Waters of the 
Lignitic Groups. — It is but rarely that waters derived essentially 
from the strata of any of the lignitic stages of the Tertiary, 
possess that degree of purity which would characterize them as " free- 
stone waters." Those derived from the materials of the Grand 
Gulf Group are almost without exception, mineral waters proper ; 
i. e. sufficiently strong to be recognized at once by the taste, and in 
the majority of cases, unfit for constant and daily use. In a less 
degree in general, this is the case also with those derived from the 
Lower or Northern Lignitic Group, and from the minor lignitic 
stages of the Tertiary generally. It is, ordinarily, only where 
yellow sands enter largely into the composition of the strata of the 
Northern Lignitic Group (as is the case most frequently where 
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ligniic beds occur) that we tiud in them springs or \v('lls whose 
water is but so slightly contaminated with tlic salts whi U charac- 
terize all more or less as not io intei'len.' with ihc oi-diiiai-v uses of 
well and sjiring water. 

315. It cannot, therefore, be surprising, in view oi' the extensive 
territory occupied, more or less, by these lorination-^. that mineral 
springs and wells should be reported from all quarters of the State; 
their inconvenient abundance being such, that in extensi\e legiona 
a draught of pure water can be obtained only from risteiMis and 
streams, and that the former arc of necessity used, notwiihstanding 
the abundance of water to be found in wells. Were it not for the 
superincumbent beds of the Orange Sand formation, whose very 
general distribution ovei- the surface has so often been notiLcd, and 
wh-ich afford the purest of water, even though often at inconvenient 
depths, the State of Mississippi wouM find itself in great st:aitsas 
regards the quality of its waters. 

For however acceptable may be the presence of mineral waters here and 
th«re, yet their imiversal prevalence, to the exclusion of pure water, is scarcely 
Jess undesirable on the land than it is to the mariner at sea, when he finds him- 
self deprived of all but the ocean brine wherewitii to slake his thirst. Wesmi^t 
as well attempt to substitute the drugstore for the provision market ; andittis 
Bot a little singular, that such a vast number of persons, who religiously eschew 
to the last extremity the help of a physician, through distrust of -medicioes, 
should not only- wilUjigly, buteagerly, be dosing themselves, dayafter day, with 
natural solutions of the very- substances which, if coming from the drugstore, 
■they would not admit within their gates. It would, probably, be difflerilt' to 
find, on either continent, any region where the abuse of mineral waters is 
-carried to a greater extreme, than is the case in some portions of the State of 
Mississippi — on the ground, very generally, that these waters are supposed- toibe 
"-Natures own -remedy ;" though on precisely- the same prmciple, it would -ha 
flom-petent to the house-wife to use poison hemlock instead of celery, or-ths 
natural white arsenic in the place of salt. 

316. I shall ^ve specially, in the Agricultural Report, the numerous localities 
at which mineral waters occur, and the- analyses I have made ; a few general 
vemarks on their character ought, however, to find their place here. 

Sulphuretted hydrogen, aud a certain a-moont of Carbonic Add, 
are very generally present. An ingredient common to all the 
waters of the lignitic formation which I have examined, is common 
salt or Chloride of Sodium, Glaubers salt; or Sulphate of Soda, is 
also very common. Potash, va. the form of Carbonate ov Sulphate, 
is rarely wanting. But the universally prevalent characteristic of 
these waters, to which they most frequently owe their injurious 
effects on health by causeless and constant use, is Magnesia in some 
form — the Sulphate or Chloride, or both. Next to this, the salts of 
Lime — commonly the Sulphate, but often the Chloride ; with more 
or less of the Bicarbonates of both Lime and Magnesia, form the 
usual ingredients. A trace of Iron is always present : in numerous 
instances, strong chalybeates are formed, both by the Bicarbonate, 
and by the Sulphate of that metal. Sulphate of Alumina, though 
not a usual ingredient, is often present, and in several cases forms 
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fctroDg- alum waters, mostly saturated, at the same time, with 
g-ypsum. 

These waters occur especially, wherever the Selenite is found accompanied by 
crusts of Yellow Iron Ore ; which is more commonly the case near to the Uno 
of the marine fossiliferous strata, than at the more distant points. Very fre- 
quently, the waters of the lignitic formations contain organic matter, which 
imparts to them dark tints, and a variety of tastes, which are more particularly 
unpleasant in the presence of sulphuretted hydrogen. I have occasionally seen 
waters, whose color and smell could readily have caused them to be mistaken 
for the drainings of a manure-pile ; and I have repeatedly heard waters of a 
similar character extolled by enthusiastic persons as particularly "healthy," on 
that very account. 

317. It is not unfrequently the case, that mineral waters, especially 
chalybeate^ derived from the Orange Sand formation (and con- 
taining their iron as bicarbonate) are partially impregnated with 
the constituents of the lignitic waters, by contact with the strata, 
or intermixture of the waters themsehes (1175). Mineral waters 
thus produced are among the best of the State. 

In the absence of deep borings in the Northern Lignitic formation, I have been 
unable to settle definitely the question whether there is any constant dip of the 
strata, sufficient to afford a useful rise of water in deep wells. While it is highly 
probable that such is the case on the whole of the formation, it has been proved 
with certainty only near to, or on the territory of the marine Tertiary, in 
Madison and Hinds counties, where wells, although begun in the latter strata, 
yet obtain their rising waters from the Lignitic formation. Special data with 
reference to bores of this kind, will be found below (319, ff.) 

318. In the Southern Lignitic, or Grand Gulf Group, also, data 
bearing on the question of the general dip are scarce. Several 
instances have been mentioned (11239, '.^'lO) where the strata showed 
a strong dip for a short distance, but then again became horizontal, 
which is tlie position in which, apparently at least, they are usually 
seen. The tact that there is a general correspondence of the 
maierials of this formation in an E. and W., or S. E. and N. W. 
direction, while theic is a much greater variation at right angles 
to such lines,, would seem to make a general dip south-westward 
probable. 

I know only one instance, however, in which a notable rise was obtained in a 
well dug in this formation, viz : at Mr. P. H. Hale's, 8. 2, T. 3, R. 2 E., Rankin 
county, where at 86 feet, dug chiefly in soil, whitish sandstone, a stream of 
water was struck, rising 36 feet ; the water impregnated, as usual (^though not 
apparently, to an iryurious extent), with different salts. This single instance 
might possibly be owing to one of the faults of stratification above referred to ; 
yet in view of the fact that there are very few cases in which the strata of this 
formation have been penetrated to a similar depth, the hope of success in the 
boring of artesian wells is sufficiently justified to induce experiments. It is 
particularly so when it is remembered, that the water, such as it occurs in the 
water-bearing strata themselves, is often of good quality, and only becomes con- 
iaminated with salts by standing in the wells. Hence, the continuous stream of 
an artesian fountain might be expected to be compaiiatively pure, even when the 
water of stagnant wells would be undrinkable. 

To the Southei'u River Counties, which in the absence of the 
Orange Sand, can obtain no drinkable water in shallow wella (that 
of ttie Bluff formation being too limy, and that of the Grand Gulf 
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strata too magnesian and salty), this consideration is of especial 
importance, and well worth a trial ; more especially as the boring 
is generally very easy. 

It is difficult, thus far, to say, to what depth boring might require to be 
carried ; but a few hundred feet would suffice to show what might be expected 
within the Grand Gulf strata. So soon as, in passing through these (at Port 
Gibson, for instance, at a depth from 500 to 800 feet) the upper, sandy strata of 
the marine Tertiary (of the Vicksburg Group) should be reached, water would 
be obtained almost beyond a doubt ; it would probably be somewhat limy, but 
much less so than that of the Bluff formation, and infinitely preferable to the 
magnesian waters in ordinary wells, of the (jrand Gulf Group. It might be 
necessary, in order to prevent the strata of the latter from contaminating the 
water, to tube them out. The practi<'ability of artesian wells further S , sJwvJd 
no rise of water he ohtained in the strata of the Orand Oulf Group, wiU be simply 
a question of depth ; in this case, the first cliances at Natchez, for instance, would 
lie between 1200 and 2000 feet ; while at greater depths, the probability of 
obtaining artesian water would be a very strong one. But if, as is most likely, 
water having a considerable rise should be found within the Grand Gulf strata, 
the depth required might fall considerably short even of a thousand feet. 

319. c. Waters of the calcareous markie Tertiary. — All these are, 
of course, more or less impregnated with carbonate of lime ; yet 
not generally to such a degi-ee as to seriously impair their fitness 
for the ordinary household uses, nor even as strongly as those of 
the Rotten Limestone of the Cretaceous formation. On the 
territory of the Vicksburg Group, there is generally little difficulty 
in regard to water ; the region is hilly and much interspersed with 
Orange Sand ridges, yielding pure water above the tertiary rocks; 
the latter themselves contain many water-bearing strata, especially 
in their upper portion; and the same is true of the lignitic stages 
intervening between the several calcareous ones. The waters 
derived from the latter are, in general, much purer than those 
originating from either of the two principal Lignitic groups. 

320. Within the Jackson Group, water-bearing strata are 
generally scarce, though not entirely absent. In commencing a 
bore nn the tenitory of the Jackson Group, we must ordinarily 
exjicct to puj-s throiigli their whole thickne.-s before reaclung water. 

k?iiice, however, ilic dip of these strata is quite considerable, we 
may expect the wnier of deep wells to possess a corresponding 
rise; and fiom such experiu enis as have been made, there can be 
little doubt that ar/isianwcllsavc practicable on a considerable part, 
at Jeaf^t, of the territory of these furmalions; and especially on its 
eastern portion, at very moderate depths. 

32L The bo;iiig of the well at the Penitentiary at Jackson, 
possesses great interest, not only for the adjoining country, but for 
the whole of South Missisbipp ; since it will give us definite inlbr- 
mation in regard to the general structure of the formations upon 
which the success of artesian boring will depend. 1 subjoin the 
record of the strata thus far penetrated in the Jackson well. 
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The data, down to No. 8 inclusive, were furnished by Mr. J. Murray,* after 
whose death the work remained stationary until, very lately, it has been recom- 
menced in a more effectual manner, by the aid of a steam engine, under the 
direction of Mr. W. B. Blake, who so successfully conducted the boring of the 
celebrated Louisville artesian well. Strata 9 to 13 are given according to Mr. 
Blake's accurate record ; the greatest depth reached being, by his measurement, 
460 feet. In consequence of the failure of the supply of water for the machinery 
at the Penitentiary, from the ponds heretofore used, the boring of the well has 
been discontinued at present (July, 1860), in order to allow of its water being 
used. It has since been reapeatedly drawn upon at the rate of 14,000 gallons 
per day, without a sensible diminution of the supply^saving about $18 per 
day (after deducting the cost of pumping), otherwise spent in hauling water. At 
present the water carries with it some fine sand, which renders it turbid, and 
is allo'^^ed to subside in a tank, before being fed to the boilers. This is owing, 
no doubt, to the spasmodic action of the pump, and would soon subside in a reg- 
ular flow. The water is now being used for all ordinary purposes ; it is some- 
what mineral, the prevalent ingredient being Bi-carbonato of Suda, with some 
other salts — contained to the extent of about 20 to 25 grains per gallon. 

Record, of the Bored Well at the State Penitentiary. 

1. Surface materials and clay marl 20 feet, 

2. Blue sandy shell marl 11 " 

3. Day sand, with streaks of whitish or gray clay, containing im- 

pressions of leases - 80 " 

4. Wet quicksand, caving very badly - ■ - 70 " 

(Here water rose to within 70 feet of the surface.) 

5. Black clays, mostly laminated, interstratifled with layers of sand. 

Fragments of impressions of leaves, and, at 400 feet, a catlcin 

of a willow?, were bored up - . - 288 " 

6. Greensand, with shells, and streaks of gray and red clay 30 " 

7. Water-bearing sand, caving badly - - 20 " 

(Here water rose to within 50 feet of the surface.) 

8. Greensand, with shells ; same as above ? 

9. Ledge of gray, fossiliferous limestone . , . . 1 " 

10. Blue clay, with calcareous nodules, and some layers of green- 

sand marl - 12 " 

11. Shell marl, with layers of black clay 10 " 

12. Quicksand, with a great deal of mica 5 " 

13. White, indurate clay, with iron pyrites. Not yet passed. - ? 
The material of bed No. 6 of this profile is richer in greensand than any I have 

seen in the State ; it consists of little el-^ie than glauconite and broken shells, 
and would be of the highest value as a manure, could its outcrop be found. I 
suppose it to be a continuation of the Shnngalo bed ; and if so, there is reason 
to expect, that materials similar to it will be found in other and more accessible 
portions of that bed. / 

This profile shows the materials of the formation to be so variable, that water- 
bearing beds may be expected everywhere at intervals. The water, from which 
the fetid black clay had been "tubed out," showed no remarkable smell or taste. 
It will be perceived, that a difference in depth of 368 feet, from the top of the 
first water-bearing stratum (No. 4)to the second (No. 7) caused a rise of twenty 
feet ; and if the rise increase hereafter at the same ratio, and a water-bearing 



*I must observe that the aggregate depth given by Mr. Murray (500 feet) 
greatly exceeds that since given by Mr. Blake, according to whose measuremenl^ 
the entire depth, at the time be took the work in chaise, did not exceed 425 feet. 
Hot knowing where the error may be, I give this part of the record as I received it. 
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stratum be struck at the proper depth, the water will rise to the surface at a 
depth 920 feet below the present, or at a total depth of 1400 to 1500 feet. 

,322. The wells attempted, both at Canton, and at his residence, 
by Rev, J. R. Lambuth, of Madison, have already been mentioned; 
and from all appearance their failure has been owing purely to 
mechanical difficulties and accidents in boring, which the persons 
in charge did not know how to deal with. 

Three'wells were attempted, successively, at Mr. Lambuth's residence, S. 2, 
T. 7, E. 2 E., two of which failed in consequence of caving, the last by the 
breaking of the auger. In' all the phenomena were the same, as represented in 
the following record, in accordance with Mr. Lambuth's recollection'; 

Record of wells hored by Eev. J. R. Lambuth, at Ids residence. 

1. Surface materials, and bluish and yellowish clay marls (202, ff.) 40 feet 

2. Blue clay marl, poor in shells - 40 " 

3. Blue sandy shell marl, with well preserved shells • 6 to 10 " 

4. Dark colored, mostly bluish, laminated clays, interstratifled 

with layers of sand 185 to 190 " 

5. Hard, gray sandstone - 1 inch 

6. YeEow, water-bearing sand - - 10 to 15 feet 

[Here water rose to within 75 feet of the sur&ce.] 

7. Dark-colored, sandy clay, with crystals of gypsum 80 to 85 " 

8. Hard, gray sandstone . . - 1 inck 

9. Lignite, interstratifled with layers of clay ; above it, a stream 

of water rising to within 45 feet of the surface (as far as 

penetrated) - - - 40 feet 

Whole depth reached, about - 415 feet 

Strata Nos. 1. 2 and 3 correspond, no doubt, to those of the McNutt Hill» 
(1204, Sec. 29, Nos. 4, 5, 6 and 7,) and Nos. 2 and 3, with Nos. 1 and 2 of the 
Jackson well. A comparison of the lower strata, however, shows no strict cor- 
respondence, save in the general nature of the materials. It is observable' alao, 
that in Mr. Lambuth's well, the rise of the water is much more rapid, since a 
difference of only 100 feet in depth caused the water to rise 30 feet higher. This 
ditfereuoe is probably caused by the different nature of the surface at the foun- 
tain head. 

323. In another well bored by Mr. Lambuth, at Canton, the phenomena were 
almost precisely the same, down to the first ledge of rock, on penetrating whioJv 
water rose to within 25 feet of the surface. Beneath the ledge, however, quiok- 
sands kept filling in so fast that it became necessary to tube, in doing which ths 
tube was so twisted and crushed as to render the task hopeless. 

It is not;, a little singular, that at a point ten miles further north, and near the 
edge of the formation generally dipping S. or S. W., the latter should be found 
of the same thickness and character: — at a point which, according to the railroad 
levelings, must be between 80 and 100 feet higher than the town of Canton ; 
while again, at Jackson, we find them at tibout the same absolute levelas at 
Lambuth's,. but rapidly dipping southward thence (11200). 

324. I know of no attempt at boring in this formation, between Jackson 
and N. Smith county. Here, the boring of a well was attempted under ths 
auspices of Mr. A. P. Duke, of Montrose, on S. 34, T. 4, R. 10 B. 

No record having been kept, the data, as recollected by Mr. Duke, were some- 
what indefinite, yet sufficient for all practical purposes. Mr. D. states that at 
the place mentioned, on a hillside, the clay marl (" prairie") was struck at twelrs 
leety «ndcontinued with occasional changes from hard to soft and'vice versa, t« 
abont 100 feet Then the material grew harder, yet so that it could be slowijr 
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bored ; its thickness' was not recollected. After passing through, a " white 
shell rock" was struck, interstratifled probably with sand, for water was obtain- 
ed in it which rose to within eight or ten feet of the surface. At about 175 feet, 
they struck a dark brown sand, which gradually grew lighter and finally white ; 
ihen a coarse white sand. At this point, some of the material above began to 
cave, and they tried to pump the well, but after working twelve days in vain, it 
was abandoned. Once, however, the depth of 197 feet was reached. The water 
when first obtained, was clear and without any unpleasant taste and smell ; but 
by standing in the bore, it has now acquired the taste of the " blue dirt." 

It is evident that here, nothing but tubing was wanting for the success of the 
artesian bore. At the level at which it stood, the water could even then hare 
been made to run out into the valley ; and had an additional stream been struck 
after tubing out the quicksand, the water would doubtless have overflowed. 

Another attempt was made by Mr. Foley, about five miles S. B. of Garlands- 
ville; but he broke his auger at a moderate depth and abandoned the work: 
what his results were I could not learn. 

325. These experiments prove conclusively, that deep bored 
wells, and artesian or flowing; wells, arc quite as likely to succeed 
in the prairie region of the Tertiary, as they are on the waters of 
the Tombigbee ; and the importance of this fact will be appre- 
ciated by those who are acquainted with the difficulty found 
heretofore in obtaining an adequate supply of drinkable water, in 
the region in question. For the tracts known as the " hog wallow" 
or " post oak prairie," in N. W. Jasper, N. E. Smith, and some 
parts of Scott and Newton, this circumstance is of the most vital 
importance, since they are utterly destitute of water during the 
greater part of the year. The nature of the strata does not admit 
of the existence of springs, and water cannot be obtained in dug 
wells at any reasonable depth. Not only the uplands of this region 
have been neglected, to a great extent, on account of this very 
difficulty, but even the profusely fertile bottoms of West Tallahala 
and Leaf Eiver waters have experienced the same fate. 

The probable practicability of deep bored wells extends, of 
course, not only to the region of the calcareous Tertiary, but iot 
some distance, at least, N. and S. of the same, and very probablj- 
to that of the Siliceous Claiborne Group (see map). 
R— 13 



THE QUATERNARY FORMATIONS. 



326. The quaternary, or post-tertiary formations of Mississippi, 
seem to subdivide very naturally into five successive stages or 
periods, viz: Lowest, immediately overlying the latest Tertiary, 
the Orange Sand formation, corresponding, probably, to the drift of 
the Northern States. Next above, the Bluff formation of the Mis- 
sissippi River ; a calcareous silt deposit containing, in Mississippi, 
chiefly or only terrestrial fossils. Succeeding this, we find the 
Yellow Loam deposits, which form the basis, as it were, of the agri- 
cultural wealth of the upland portion of the State. Still more 
modern are the Second Bottom or Hammock deposits, which, while 
they show a very obvious relation to the water-courses as at pres- 
ent existing, still must have required a state of things different 
from the present, to produce them ; and latest of all are the Allu- 
vial deposits, whose formation is referable to causes still in action, 
including all the soils, first-bottom deposits, sand drifts, etc., now 
in progress of formation. 

I. THE ORANGE SAND FORMATION 

Has been treated of at the beginning of this volume, out of its 
proper geological order, for reasons there explained (15, ff.) 

II. THE BLUFF FORMATION. 

327. The deposits of this formation, whose characters seem to be 
identical, in almost all respects, with those of tiie beds so named 
by Prof. Swallow, in Missouri, occupy a narrow belt, along the 
borders of the Mississippi Bottom in N. Mississippi, and along the 
river itself in tlic souihern portion of the State. In the whole of 
this territory, so far as 1 am aware, it exhibits a lemarkable uni- 
formity of character ; consisting of a fine silt, almost loo siliceous 
to be called a loam, of a grayish or yellowish buff tint ; which effer- 
vesces throughout its mass in consequence of a certain percentage 
of the carbonates of lime and magnesia, and contains, besides, 
irregularly shaped, often tubular, concretions, from the size of sand- 
grains to the weight of several pounds, consisting of the carbonates 
just mentioned, with some of the silt intermixed. The whole mass 
ib lightly Of mented by these salts, so fai- as to impart to it a cer- 
tain degree of firmness, which it loses when once broken up. Al- 
th( ugh pr( files of as much as seventy leet ai-e sometimes sees, 
consisting altogether of this material, it is in most cases extremely 
difficult to find any definite marks of stratification, which I have 
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observed only in a few places where tho terraced form of slowly 
denuded hillsides showed the existence of a certain horizontaF 
structure. 

Wherever these beds occur associated with the Orange Sand strata, they 
overlie the latter ; being in their turn as uniformly overlaid by the yellow or 
brown surface loam, which in the rest of the State, reposes directly upon the 
Orange Sand (11332). The thickness of the Bluff formation is very variable, 
its materials having, apparently, filled up the valleys, resulting from denudation 
in the older formations — the Tertiary, and Orange Sand. Its fossils, so far as 
known, are exclusively terrestrial. 

328" In the Southern River Counties, below Vicksburg, the deposits of this- 
formation are found on a belt ten to fifteen miles in width, running parallel, in 
general, to the Mississippi Eiver ; the surface is very much broken by deep and 
steep valleys and ravines, which always result from the denudation of these 
deposits. Intimately connected as these are with the agricultural features of 
this region, I shall refer the reader, for further details on the subject, to the 
description of the Southern Kiver Counties, in the Agricultural portion of this 
Keport. As to its region of occurrence north of Vicksburg, along the Missis- 
sippi Bottom, I cannot speak from personal knowledge. It appears from scat- 
tered observations recorded in Harper's Eeport, that the silt of the Bluff forma- 
tion appears in patches or limited belts, along the border of the hills, from 
Satartia on the Tazoo to the Tennessee Line ; not extending back into the inte- 
rior, for more than a few miles at most. The character of the deposit is described 
as being in all respects the same as that exhibited in the Southern Eiver Coun- 
ties, save in that it is overlaid here by a yellow loam containing calcareous 
concretions ; which is not the case below Vicksburg, where the loam (see anal- 
ysis under Southern River Cuunties, Agr. Eept.) contains no more lime than is 
necessary to constitute a good soil. Pus^iibly this calcareous loam may be a dis- 
tinct facies of the Bluff formation itself, or the link of connection between it 
and the common brown surface loam, which is elsewhere wantrag. 

329. Fossils of the Bluff Formation — These, as has been mentioned, 
are altogether-terrestrial, so far as ascertained. 1 have given but litlle atten- 
tion to their study as yet; but the shells have been collected by Prof. Wailes,- 
smd studied by him ; they, as well as the mammals, having received the atten- 
tion of Conrad and Leidy, in part through specimens furnished by Prof Wailes.. 
The snails occur singly, imbedded in loose silt, or not unfrequently, in th& 
calcareous concretions above mentioned ; at times they appear in bands or strings, 
disposed, however, without any apparent regard to stratification. Their sub- 
stance, although softer and more friable than in the hving individuals, sometimes 
preserves the stripes or markings of the surface very distinctly. 

The bones, as well as the ivory of the Mastodon's tusks, are mostly soft and 
friable, having lost the greater part, or all of their organic substance ; so that on 
drying they crumble or exfoliate, unless previously imbued with a solution of 
glue. It seems that these bones have in most cases been much scattered, so 
that they are generally found singly. Considerable portions of the skeleton 
have, however, been found together in spots where ponds would seem to have 
existed, as though the animal had perished there ; and in such cases the hones 
ore frequently in contact with considerable masses of black, fatty earth, which 
may reasonably be supposed to have resulted from the decomposition of the 
Tiscera, and other perishable animal matter. (Wailes). 

3301 The snails all seem to belong to living species, though, according to ■ 
Prof. Wailes, some of them are not at present living in the region where the/ 
occur in a fossil state. Among the specimens obtained, Prof. W. mentions the 
following (First Kept,, p. 283) : 
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Eelix albolahris. Sdix perspediva. 

" cdternata. " profunda. 

" concava. " ihyroides. 

" devata. " tridentata. 

" fraUrna. 

To which I may add Edix morwdon, and a large Achatina, found in Wilkin- 
son county. 

The following list of the mammals found in a solid blue clay, said to belong 
to this formation, was furnished to Prof. Wailes by Dr. Leidy : 
Felts atrox, Leidt. Tapirus Haysii, Lbidt. 

Ursus Ammcanus, foss. Uquus Americanus, Leidt. 

Ursus amplidens, Leidy. Bootherium cavifrons, Leidt. 

Megalonyx Jeffersonii, Hahlak. Cervus Virginianus, foS3. 

Megal«nyx dissimilis, Leidt. Sison latifrons, Leidt. 

Mylodon Harlani, Owen. Elephas primigenius. 

Ereptodon priscus, Leidt. Mastodon giganteus. 

Tapirus Americanus, foss. 

Of these, the last named is by far the most common. The following localities 
are mentioned by Prof. Wailes : Bayou Sara ; Pinkneyyille, Wilkinson county; 
yarious localities in Adams county ; near the former town of Greenville, Jef- 
ferson county ; in Warren county, in the deep cut of the railroad at Vicksbui^, 
and in the vicinity of Big Black River, near the ea"t line of the county. In a 
ravine on Pine Eidge, Adams county, in TT. 7. and 8, E. 3 W., about six miles 
north of Natchez, these remains are very abundant. They are lound about 
twenty feet below the surface, and the bones of other animals are here found 
associated with them ; r. g. the Megalonyx, Topirxis Americanus, the fossil horse, 
and ox. (Wailes.)', 

330. Useful Mateeuls, and Waters of the Bluff Foema- 
TiON. — The calcaieoiiR silt of this forinntion is often a marl properly 
?peakiug, when it contains a large amount of white specks of car- 
bonate of lime. Usually, its pciccntage of lime is too small to 
pay for its transportation (o an}' distance, forming simply a cal- 
careous soil or subsoil ; but on account of its general and conven- 
ient accessibility, and its highly beneficial effects on the brown 
loam soil, it may often be nixed with the latter to great advantage. 
An analysis of this mateiial, and other specialities concerning the 
same, will be found in the Agricultural Report. 

Small, local deposits of a soft limestone or tufa are sometimes foimed by the 
highly calcareous waters of this formation. The rock is generally of a yellow- 
ish tint, very porous, and occurs in irregular masses, in which shapes resembling 
icicles, or stalactites, are frequently seen. Sticks, leaves, etc., may sometimes 
be lound imbedded in it, while the cavities are usually filled with soil. These 
deposits may be looked for in the heads of hollows, or in the beds of branches, 
wherever the water drips, in the Cane Hill region ; but their extent, as before 
observed, is too limited to render them of any great practical importance ; they 
lie on the surface and do not extend into the mass of the formation. The 
impure lime which might be burnt from this material, would be applicable 
mainly to agricultural purposes. — The largest deposit of this kind -w hicli I have 
seen, occurs on Mr. J. C. Humphrey's land, near Port Gibson. 

331^. Owing to the great uniformity of the material of this form- 
ation, springs are very scarce ou the territory occupied by it, 
except where it is underlaid at the proper elevation by impervious 
clay or sandstone strata of the Grand Gulf Group. The water 
issuing from tlie calcareous silt is very "hartl." of a flattish taste. 
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and coataiius the bicai'bonatcs of lime and iiiagnesi,a to such an 
extent, as to be disagreea'i)ly perceptible even in the streams of the 
region. For this reason, cisterns, or wells deep enough to pene- 
trate the Grand Gulf strata, are vfrj' generally preferred to the 
natural waters. It is questionable, however, whether even these 
are not preferable, as far as health is concerned, to many of the 
strouiily saline and magnesian waters sometimes louud in deep 
wells, which contain the sulpiiates and chlorides, instead of the 
carbonates, of the above earths (^r8]6). 

III. THE YELLOW LOAM DEPOSITS. 

332. The yellow, broun, or reddish loams, which liave been 
repeatedly mentioned as forming the surface, and therefore, 
essentially, the soils of the greater portion of the State of Mississippi, 
constitute, to all appearance, an independent aqueous deposit, 
posterior to the Orange Sand and Bluff formation, and anterior to 
the alluvial formations of the present epoch. The great thickness 
whi(!h this loam stratum attains in some regions, its distinct 
defini'.ion, as well as its comparative independence, as to its char- 
acter, of the formations immediately underlying, preclude its being 
claimed as a mere surface disintegration of the older formations. 
The nature of its materials, and the entire absence of stratification 
lines distinguish it sufficiently from the Orange Sand, where it 
immediately overlies the latter ; while the absence of any large 
amount of lime (except where it is in immediate contact with 
strongly calcareous formations), the presence of a considerable 
amount of hydrated peroxide of Iron, as well as the want of proper 
fossils, as distinctly separate it from the Bluff formation of the 
Mississippi River. 

I hav?stated that it is to some extent independent as to its character, of the 
underlying formations ; i. e. it is not so uniformly dependent upon them as to 
allow of its being considered (as has been attempted) as a mere surface disinteg- 
ration, in loco, in the absence of a more general distributive agency, than those 
which we find at work at the present time. Yet nevertheless, there is a very 
obvious general correspondence of variation in character, between the older for- 
mations and the surface loam, more especially so where the stratum of the 
latter is thin ; a circumstance which cannot &il to force itself upon the atten- 
tion of every one in the study of the soils of the State. In view of the intimate 
connection existing between the latter and the loam stratum, 1 shall leave the 
special description of its variations in diiferent districts, for the Agricultural 
portion of the present Report, where these will necessarily be mentioned ; and 
will only give in this place some generalities concerning its geological relations. 

333. From the appearance of the loam stratum even on high ridges and 
elevated uplands, it is obvious that its deposition took place, in part at least, 
anterior to the great denudations which have produced the present surface 
sonfiguration ; nevertheless, its increasing thickness as we approach the imme- 
diate valley of the Mississippi, shows, as in the case of the Bluff formation, that 
this great channel was already in existence. On the Tombigbee, and on the 
lower Tallahatchie, Yallabusha, and Big Black, a similar increase in the thick- 
ness of the loam stratum may be observed. But on the smaller watercourse, 
this is the case only to a very limited extent, showing that although at the time 
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of the deposition of this loam, the larger channels were already more or less im- 
pressed upon the surface, and high ridges existed which remained above the level 
of the water which deposited the loam : the minor denudations which have 
caused the present undulating surfkice, had as yet exerted but Uttle influence. 
The lines of contact between the Orange Sand and loam, where the latter is 
•decidedly in situ, are generally much less undulating, than are those between the 
Orange Sand and the older formations. 

334. Under the present configuration of the surface, however, we find precisely 
the same stratigraphical relations to exist between the Orange Sand and 
the loam stratum, as those which we see between the latter and the calca- 
reous sUt of the Bluff formation, as exemplified in Diagram No. 6 (see "Southern 
Eiver Counties") ; that is to say, the loam has to a great extent been removed 
from the level hilltops or plateaux where it was originally deposited, to the 
hillsides and valleys, leavmg the higher portions of the ridges more thinly 
covered or altogether bare. The same agencies which are at work at present, 
carrying away the arable soils from our uplands, will explain the hillside posi- 
tion in which^ in the more hilly uplands of Mississippi, this loam is prevalently 
found at the present time ; while, whenever extensive level or slightly undula- 
ting tracts exist, it may be seen to rest conformably upon the Orange Sand 
strata. 

335. Its prevalent character in what I have termed the Yellow Loam Eegion 
of the State, is that of a mellow clay or loam, without any definite structure 
or cleavage, variously tinged with iron ; containing fi-om 10 to 25 per cent., 
usually, of siliceous sand, the rest being clay mixed with finely divided silex, 
and forming, therefore, rather loose, mellow soils, and good brick-clays. It almost 
invariably contains some irregular whitish veins of sand, especially in its lower 
portions, where it overlies the Orange Sand ; and sometimes, but not most 
frequently, passes into the materials of the latter by degrees of transition, 
through a sandy "hardpan," which in some localities attains a considerable 
thickness (10 to 15 feet) and may correspond to the "altered drift" of Prof 
Swallow (Report of the Geological Survey of Missouri, p. 76). Where, how- 
ever, the loam overlies clayey strata, it becomes heavier as we proceed down- 
wards ; and if they be rich in lime, this ingredient is also found in increased 
quantity in its lower layers. In the latter case, the fair yellow or brown color of 
the loam almost invariably acquires a greenish hue, even where fuU exp()Sure to 
the atmosphere places a reduction of the peroxide to the protoxide out of 
question. Such is very generally the case in the prairie regions of the State, 
whose loam stratum (overlying the Rotten Limestone in the cretaceous, and 
sometimes the clay marls of the tertiary region), I believe to be essentially 
contemporaneous with that ofthe hills, since, so far as comparable, its geological 
characters are very similar. 

336. That forming the surface stratum in the "Northeastern Prairie Region," 
is certainly not cretaceous (as has been, with some doubt, suggested by Tuomey) ; 
for it contains none of the fossils of that formation, except where it is in 
immediate contact with the rook ; and no proper fossils whatsoever, (except in 
the alluvium immediately bordering on the streams*) ; while on the edge of the 
prairies, the greenish-yellow underclay of the prairie soil is often distinctly seen 
overlying the Orange Sand, and passing insensibly into the common loam. It 
is but very indistinctly stratified, and very nearly the same in appearance, from 
the top to, the bottom of the stratum, which is sometimes 10 to 15 feet in 
thickness (on the prairies of Monroe), viz : a heavy, massy clay, containing but 
little sand (and that coarse), and a large number of smooth,- hard, round 
concretions of Brown Iron Ore, from the size of sand-grains to that of buckshot, 

*The "prairie fossils" mentioned in L. Harper's Report (p. 109, fif.) were, to 
my personal knowledge, collected in the neighborhood of streams in the prairie 
region. 
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usually to the extent of 2 to 3 per cent. These concretions are of a concentric 
structure, consisting of thin, variously colored layers of hydrated peroxide of innt j 
they are sometimes hollow and filled with a soft, olive-green ferruginous mass 
(phosphate ?). Similar concretions occur in the yellow loam subsoils of the 
hi\ls, wherever a calcareous formation underlies ; as in the case on the Pontotoc 
Eidge, and especially in the Tippah (and Chickasaw) "Buncombes," where these 
concretions are so numerous and acquire so large a size (e. g. that of a fist, witk 
a weight of several pounds) as to be somewhat of an obstruction in tillagfc 
Most of the "Eed Lands" of the Pontotoc Bidge (irl29) contain these concre^ 
tions, of about the same size and frequency of occurrence, as the prairie soils. 

337. The great resistence which, on account of their clayey character, the 
soil and subsoil of the prairies oppose to washing or denudation, readily accounts 
for the levelness of the prairie region, which, immediately after the deposition of 
the loam, it probably shared with the immediately adjoining country, with, 
whose hilltops it is now generally on a level. The subsequent denudations^ 
which wore deep gullies and valleys into the surface occupied by light, sandy 
materials, would leave the heavy surface deposits of the prairie (derived mainly 
fi-om the clay marls of the underlying formation) comparatively untouched. 

The heavy soil of the Flatwoods (Tf 164,165) may, in part, have been formed 
in a manner similar to the prairie soil. It appears as though in the case of the 
Flatwoods as well as the prairies, the impervious material, which yielded but 
sUghtly to denudation, had prevented the deposition, or favored the subsequent 
removal, of the Orange Sand, so that in both cases, the materials of the more 
ancient formations themselves essentially have formed the soil. The formation 
of the Flatwoods soil out of the heavy gray clays of the Lignitic, is constantly, 
in, progress wherever the latter is near enough to the surface to be reached by 
the action of the atmosphere ; but strata 10 to 20 feet in thickness could hardly 
have been thus produced. 

The lightF\a,twoo6.s soil (see Agricultural Report), however, is evidently of a 
later formation than the red loam, by which it is frequently underlaid ; and 
both this fact, and its peculiar character, seem to place it within the period of 
the formation of the Second Bottoms (see below, ir340). 

338. While on a large part of the territory of the calcareous formations, the 
smooth, round pebbles Of brown iron ore characterize the loam, we often find, 
elsewhere, a part of the iron contained in the loam, secreted in the form of Bog^ 
Ore (commonly called "black pebble"), whose concretions possess no definite 
form, nor, indeed, are always distinctly separable from the surrounding loam; 
into which, from the dark-brown nucleus, there are many shades of transition. 
Where these black pebbles appear on the uplands, in the absence of any obvious 
defect of drainage, they are generally considered a sign of an inferior soil (as ia 
some portions of Rankin, and in S. W. Winston counties;) but the best soils of 
the Yellow Loam character will secrete their iron in this manner, and become 
white in their mass, when the drainage is insufiScient ; and hence, bog iron ore, 
though most common in the soils and subsoils of the bottoms and second 
bottoms, occasionally occurs even in the best upland soils. 

339. The loam of the hillsides, which has been removed from its original 
position on the ridges, differs in no essential particular from the original material, 
except where either denudation has progressed so far as to penetrate into the 
Orange Sand, or else, where the washings of high Orange Sand ridges, not 
originally covered with loam, mixed with the latter when washed down the 
hillsides. The soils thus produced are, of course, lighter than those derived from 
the loam alone, and resemble the Hommock or Second Bottom soils, the main 
mass of which, formed at a period subsequent to the deposition of the loam> 
seems to constitute the formation immediately preceding our present era. 

340. Uses op the Yellow Loam. — Its most important office, 
unquestionably, is that of forming the best upland soUs and suhsoUs 
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of the State ; but in this point of view, it will be discussed in the 
agncnltnral portion of the Report (see especially "Yellow Loam 
Region"). It subserves, however, another purpose, which to a 
State so poor in building stones, is of no small importance ; viz : 
that of brick-making, to which purpose it is in general admirably 
adapted. 

Yet while few States, perhaps, possess so great an abundance of good brick- 
tlays as does Mississippi, in few probably is the average quality of the article 
manufactured a poorer one. The claim generally conceded to brick, of having 
their material seasoned and tempered in a moderate degree at least, before 
moulding, is most flagrantly disregarded by many brick-makers in Mississippi ; 
the consequence being that oftentimes, among ten bricks in a kiln, we will 
scarcely find more than one or two that will bear being taken up by one comer, 
without breaking by their own weight. Yet in consideration of the fact, that 
the clay as dug from the pit, after receiving a dash of water, is almost instantly 
transferred to the clay-mill, where it experiences a merely nominal kneading ; 
and that, when we break a newly made brick as it comes from the mould, we 
shall frequently find it to consist of a conglomerate of dry lumps and slush i 
too much cannot be said in commendation of the brick-clays which, under simi- 
lar treatment, will still yield brick of moderately good quahty. Yet not unfre- 
quently, the inroads of the weather, and more especially, of frost, render the 
duration of buildings constructed of such brick, a matter of calculation; and all 
know that the duration of brick pavements is most unwarrantably brief, in most 
of our towns. Were brick used here as largely as it is in some commonwealths, 
and were buildings of such enormous dimensions as we often see them else- 
where, constructed of this material, experience would soon teach theliecessity 
of greater care in its manufacture, than is bestowed at present. I have seen 
but very few cases indeed, in which the complaints made against the quality of 
brick in this State, have been owing to defects in the brick-clay itself 

341. It would be important for brick-makers to remember, that the mechani- 
cal working of the clay or loam, which is to effect its thorough mixture with the 
water, may be replaced to a very great extent, by previous exposure for some 
time (especially during winter) to the action of the atmosphere — in a locality 
where it will not get too dry ; and that clay thus disintegrated or "seasoned," 
works much easier, and yields a much better quality of brick, than that which 
comes fresh from the pit. A great advantage is also gained by allowing the clay 
to remain in a pit, wetted with as much water as it may require for working, as 
long as possible — even a few hours time would be a great improvement on the 
present method of simply mixing it with a hoe, for a minute or two, preliminary 
to its transfer to the clay mill. And since neither the previous digging, nor the 
pitting of the clay, involves any extra expenditure of any consequence, these 
simple expedients surely ought to be generally adopted. The desiderata for com- 
mon brick are, on the whole, very nearly the same as those for fire-brick 
(1167). 

IV. THE SECOND BOTTOM, OR "HOMMOCK" DEPOSITS. 

342. Many of the first bottoms (now annually overflowed by the 
streams), and in many cases, the channels themselves, of the rivers 
of Mississippi, are bordered by level tracts of land, sometimes 
several miles in width, which are now rarely reached by the over- 
flows, and whose vegetation is intermediate, as it were, between 
that of the uplands and of the bottom. The materials composing 
their soil and subsoil give evidence, in the alternation of sandy 
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and clayey bands, of their formation in flowing water ; yet it is 
evident that the streams in their present condition could not have 
formed them. They seem to be a parallel, in many respects, to the 
" Bottom Prairie" of Missouri (Rep. of the Geol. Surv. of Mis- 
souri, p. t)6, ff.) 

Sometimes (as on the Tombigbee) they slope down gradually into the first 
bottom ; but more commonly (Big Black, Pearl, Pascagoula Eiyers) they fall off 
with rather a sudden descent of 3 to 4 feet, and sometimes more. Their soil 
is most generally lighter than that of the first bottom of the same stream, and 
much poorer in vegetable matter. On TockanDokana and Big Black they are 
usually whitish, as also on upper Pearl River ; on Yallabusha, lower Pearl, and 
on the Tombigbee River, the soil is commonly formed of a yellow loam, some- 
what lighter than that of the bordering hills, and of a paler hue ; but in 
general, there is a very obvious correspondence between the material of the bodif 
of the hills, and that of the second bottom deposits ; showing that at the time of 
their formation, the denudations were cutting deeply into the surface. Not 
unfrequently, we find the level surface of these "hommocks" interrupted by 
hillocks or ridges of more ancient formations — especially of the Orange Sand — 
which, being composed of materials opposing considerable resistance to denu- 
dation, were surrounded and partially covered over by the newer deposits. 
Examples of this kind are of common occurrence in the level region E. of the 
Tombigbee, in Monroe and Lowndes (ir535), where pebbly hillocks of the Orange 
Sand age, and others belonging to the Tombigbee Sand Group of the Cretaceous, 
appear like islands in the plain. 

343. Since the Second Bottoms, like the Yellow Loam, are of necessity 
mentioned in connection with the soils, in the Agricultural portion of the Report, 
I shall not enter here upon more special descriptions of these deposits, which 
appear to have been the first result of the more active denudations which suc- 
ceeded to the deposition of the loam, and scooped out the bulk of the valleys of 
the minor streams also, in their present place ; though none of these ever, at 
the present time, fill the whole of the space which, as the nature of the deposit 
proves, they once must have occupied. — How much of the Mississippi Bottom 
deposits may be referrible to the same period, I am unable to say, not having, as 
yet, had any opportunity of personal observation. It seems that near the sea- 
shore the period here referred to is represented by the sands forming the " Pine 
Meadows" and part of the " Sand Hommocks ;" a specimen of whose stratifica- 
tion is given in Diag. No. 3 (iTol), which see. 

V. THE ALLUVIAL DEPOSITS. 

344. These include all the soils, first-bottom deposits, sand-bars, 
etc., now in progress of formation, or attributable to causes now in 
action, and will of necessity be treated of at length and in detail, 
in the Agricultural portion of the present Report ; they need not, 
therefore, find any lengthy discussion here. Their useful materials 
are our arable soils, greatly surpassing in value and importance the 
richest mineral deposits of the older formations ; and the doctrine 
which, in treating of these latest formations, corresponds to that 
of the mining and smelting of the rocks and ores of the former ; 
■which teaches us how to utilize in a rational and economical 
manner, the resources of the important deposits in question, is that 
which shall next occupy our attention : Scientific Agbiculture. 



PART II. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 



1. GEJYERJiL PART; PRIJYCIPLES OF RATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE. 



A. SOILS. 

345. What is a soil 9 — It might appear superfluous, in speaking to an 
agricultural public, to give any explanation or definition of the term "soiL" 
Yet the word, is sometimes used in a manner somewhat indefinite, as though it 
necessarily implied a certain physical condition or " texture" of the material. 
I have been frequently told of the occurrence of " soils" twenty feet or more 
below the surface ; and more frequently still, it is said that there is " no soil" 
in some thickly wooded, or grassy region, simply because the surface stratum may 
not happen to be suitable for cultivation. — Properly speaking, in its most general 
-acceptation, the term soil implies the surface stratum of earthy material, as far 
as the roots of ^plants reach; no matter whether it be sand, or potters clay, or, 
as in most cases, a mixture of the two. 

346. Now, since the roots of the different kinds of plants penetrate to very 
various depths, and since, moreover, in most cases a rapid change in the character 
of material takes place, as we proceed from the surface downward ; it is evident 
that according to the above definition of the term soil, it may imply a great 
many different average materials, according to the plant to whose soil we refer ; 
€ven in one and tlie same spot. When we speak of the soil with reference to 
Bermuda Grass, we do not necessarily include anything more than a surface 
layer 2)^ to 3 inches in depth ; whereas, in alluding to most forest trees, we 
necessarily take into consideration a layer of several feet, from the surface 
downwards. Nay, in the latter case it may happen that the " soil" thus spoken 
of is quite independent, in its character, of that which in cultivation would form 
the arable soil of our field ; which may be entirely alove the stratum in which 
the roots of the trees are fixed. 
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34:7i Judging of land hy its natural vegetation. — The distinction just 
mentioned, so far from being of merely theoretical value, is of the highest 
practical importance. Agriculturists are accustomed to judge of the quality of 
lands by the natural vegetation which they find upon it ; and they rarely direct 
their attention to anything but the forest trees. Yet these are, for the most 
part, indicative rather of what, in the agricultural sense, is termed the subsoil, 
than of that of the surface stratum usually turned by the plow, in the shallow 
tillage prevailing at present — which may be of a totally different character. 

As a general thing, the forest growth, when considered not only with regard 
to the hind (species), but also to the form and size of the trees, is a very safe 
guide in judging of the quality of land; and the systematic study of the subject, 
in connection with analyses of soils, promises results of the highest practical 
importance, which it is intended to communicate more fully in a future Report. 
But this criterion may not unfrequently lead to grave mistakes, unless a proper 
examination of the character of the soil and subsoil be made at the same time. 
Of cases of this kind, it may be well to give a few examples. 

3472 The Black Jack Oak, when forming large, well-shaped trees, with 
regular, and especially, tall trunks, and closed tops, is justly considered a sign of 
no inferior soil. As a species, the Black Jack occupies some of the poorest, as 
well as the richest soils of the State. We see it in the prairies of Monroe, in 
the rich, mellow Table-lands of Marshall, on the best yellow loam uplands of 
Yallabusha, Holmes, and Madison; while on the other hand, the hopeless infertility 
of the sandy " Black Jack ridges" of the hilly counties is familiar. In each of 
these localities, the tree has its characteristic features peculiar to the soil, and 
easily recognizable by an attentive observer. In the Long-leaf Pine Region of 
the South, e. g,, in the counties of Pike, Smith, and Simpson, land has frequently 
been bought on the faith of some large Black Jack Oaks scattered among the 
Pine ; yet the land, on cultivation, yielded no better results than adjoining 
tracts on which no Black Jack was to be seen. And in truth, there was no 
perceptible difference between the character of the soils, such as the shallow 
tillage exhibited them. Yet, on examination, I found the tree to have given a 
correct indication ; for at the depth of 8 to 12 inches (to which the plow had 
never penetrated), the white ashy soil is underlaid by a good yellow loam, which 
when turned up, proves to be quite fertile. It was, of course, from this 
stratum, that the tree had derived its nourishment ; having Uttle or nothing to 
do with the surface soil. Had the purchaser noted this fact, or paid more 
attention to the character of the smaller plants, the roots of which do not 
extend beyond the arable soil, he could not have been thus misled. 

348. Another case in point occurs in the Southern River Counties, in the 
hilly, fertile loam lands bordering on the Mississippi River. Here the " Poplar" 
or TuUp Tree {Lirideiulron tulijpifera') is quite common among the hills, and 
knowing the habits of this tree, we should at once conclude the soil of these 
bill s to be very calcareous. Yet it is found that most of these very soils are 
much improved by the application of lime ; analysis, moreover, does not allot 
to them any unusual percentage of that substance. — A little attention, however, 
will show the tree to be consistent in its indication nevertheless. The main mass 
of these hills, as has been elsewhere stated (327), consists of the highly calca- 
reous silt or loam of .the Bluff formation ; in most cases, however, the latter is 
overlaid, and the soil is formed, by a brown loam, of a different character and 
more modern age. It generally caps the hills, and also forms their talus, while 
on the brow of the hUls, where the level breaJcs off, the calcareous loam of the 
bluff formation is generally near to, and sometimes at, the surface ; the same is 
the case, of course, in washes and gullies on the hillsides. Now, these are 
precisely the spots on which the " Poplar" is most frequently seen, viz : on the 
hillsjrfe* rather than on the level area on top, which is chieiSy cultivated. And 
when the " Poplar" is found on the hilltops, as is frequently the case where the 
ridges are high and narrow, examination will generally show that the brown 
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loam stratum is nearly or entirely wanting, while the roots of the trees bury 
themselves in the calcareous silt. The latter then forms the arable soil, to- 
whi,ch an application of lime would be perfectly useless. (See " Southern 
Eiyer Counties.") 

349. These examples may sufSce to show that while in the forest trees, we 
possess trustworthy guides to a knowledge of the character of the material in 
which their roots are buried, it is quite essential to convince ourselves at the 
same time, by inspection, that it is the arable .soil itself, and not merely the sub- 
soil, which is thus characterized ; and we should especially make sure that the 
smaller plants, viz : the shrubs and perennials, corroborate the evidence of the 
trees. Annuals are less reliable in their indications, because their development 
is to a greater extent influenced by the accidental circumstances of the seasons. 

350. Sdbsoils. — If the term soil, as to its practical import, is dependent on 
the kind of vegetable under consideration, the same is true, no less, with 
reference to the subsoil, which is necessarily dependent on the first. In the 
common parlance of the agriculturist, however, who considers them chiefly 
with reference to the plants he cultivates, and his means of tillage, they assume 
a definite meaning in that he designates as soil, whatsoever he usually turns over 
with his plow, and as subsoil what lies beneath. It is evident that inasmuch as^ 
in this country, the depth of tillage varies, on the same kind of land, from 3 to- 
12 inches, that to use the term in that sense, would be to deal with an idea 
absolutely shapeless and intangible, unless referred to the practice of some par- 
ticular individual. 

In collecting specimens of soil for chemical analysis, which is to serve as the 
basis of a rational treatment of the soils in question, it is evidently of the last 
importance that these circumstances should be taken into consideration, and that 
a rational and uniform rule be adhered to in reference to the distinction between 
the soil and subsoil. 

351. Examination of soils. — In the large majority of cases we find, in ex- 
amining soils in their natural place, that a sensible change in the character of the 
material occurs at a moderate depth, say from three to twelve inches — about the 
same as the usual range of the plow. If, therefore, as a rule, in speaking of 
virgin soils, we designate as soil, the surface layer down to the point where a 
perceptible change takes place, and as subsoil, what lies beneath, we shall in most 
cases find these subdivisions to co-incide with what, in a proper system of 
tillage, becomes the soil and subsoil in the sense of the agriculturist. 

In the soils of the Prairies, " Flatwoods," Sea-coast Marshes, as well as in 
those of many of our larger bottoms, frequently no perceptible change of 
material occurs at a less depth than from 18 to 30 inches, and sometimes more. 
In such cases the subsoil proper is oftentimes of little importance to the agricul- 
turist ; it will be sufficient for him to be made acquainted with the properties of 
his soil proper, and with the fact that it is the same as far as his plow reaches ; 
or in other words, that his subsoil (in the agricultural sense) is the same as his soil. 
In such cases, as a rule, I have taken a specimen from the surface to the depth of 
twelve inches ; and mostly also a specimen of the subsoil proper, at whatever 
depth it may occur. The latter specimen is not necessarily intended to be 
analyzed ; an examination of its physical properties may be important with 
reference to drainage, resistance of the land to drouth, etc. 

352. On the other hand, when the surface layer is of no greater thickness 
than a few inches, it would be useless to examine that layer by itself, inasmuch 
as no one would be likely to restrict himself to such shallow culture ; the tillage 
would necessarily mingle with it a few inches at least of the subsoil. 

Presuming that culture to a depth less than six indies, can hardly lay claim 
to being rational, I have adopted as a rule, to take no specimen of soil shallower 
than the above ; save, perhaps, in some particular instances in which a great and 
important difference between the two layers renders a knowledge of their pecu- 
liarities specially desirable. In all these cases, specimens of the avisoils have 
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Tseen likewise collected for analysis, viz : from the poiht where the change takes 
place (below six inches) to the depth of fifteen to eighteen inches from the sur- 
face, according to circumsiances. In all cases the depths at which the soils and 
subsoils have been taken, will be found recorded with the Analysis ; every one 
will therefore be able to judge as to which of the two layers analyzed corres- 
ponds to the soils and subsoils which his particular practice may have produced. 

353. Soil Analyses. — It has often been stated, and urged even by high author- 
ity against the utility of analyses of soils, that a specimen of a few pounds 
cannot be made to represent correctly the character of the soil of a whole 
region, or even of a single field. This difficulty may indeed become a serious 
one, where the soil has been long in cultivation, so that fundamental differences 
may have been superinduced in adjoining fields ; and also where the geological 
formations are very various, the face of the country much broken, and the under- 
lying rocks contribute immediately and continually, to the formation of the 
.soil ; though even in the latter case, attentive study will generally succeed in 
reducing the mass of soils to a few principal types (and their intermixtures), 
recognizable by their physical characters, or position. In Mississippi, most soils 
are dependent upon continuous deposits extending over considerable areas, 
■within which they are, to a great extent, of a uniform character ; or at least, 
vary uniformly. 

It is often by no means easy to take correctly specimens of soil intended to 
represent a district of some extent ; it is necessary, in the first instance, to 
study closely all the general characters, and upon thit study, to base the selec- 
tion of representative specimens. And I am convinced that by conscientious 
observance of this method, it is practicable in this State at least, to study the 
essential features of all the soils entitled to such consideration by the extent of 
their occurrence, from a limited number of specimens ; and without an approach 
to anything as extravagant as the analysis of " the soil of every field," as has 
been thought necessary. 

354. The period during which the soils of Mississippi have been subject to 
cultivation, has been too short, and the system of cultivation too uniform and 
simple, to interpose any serious difficulty on the grounds above alluded to. 
Moreover, the simple history of almost every field, from the time of its clearing 
to the present, is still fresh in the memory of its occupant ; so that, knowing 
the original character and constitution of the soil, from the investigation of 
adjoining tracts still uncultivated, we shall not generally l)e at a loss to conjec- 
ture the changes it will have experienced by cultivation. For this reason I 
have thought it best to restrict myself, for the present, to the investigation of 
virgin ■•toils — unless in exceptional cases, where some important general truth 
-jmight be expected to be gleaned from the study of cultivated soils ; as for 
instance, with reference to soils which, through cultivation, have acquired the 
Jiabit of rusting cotton. 

The uncultivated lands in this State are still so extensive, that a knowledge 
•of their soils, their intrinsic value and ultimate fitness for cultivation, is of itself 
an object of great magnitude, even if we abstract from the information simulta- 
neously acquired, as to the character and wants of the land already under 
cultivation. 

3551 Origin of Soils. — It is but rarely the case, that the materials of which 
the strata of the more ancient formations are composed, are fit to serve as soils 
to the plants of the present age. Even those in which we find the proofs of 
their once having sustained a vigorous vegetation, whose relics they contain, 
have mostly undergone essential physical and chemical changes, which render 
them unfit to resume their former office, until they have undergone a process of 
disintegration, under the infiuence of the atmospheric agencies. 

Thus, the soils that bore the luxuriant vegetation which has passed down to 
our epoch in the shape of bituminous coal, have in the course of ages been 
converted into shales and claystones, often of considerable hardness, which we 
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find associated with the coal beds; we often discover in them, in a compressed 
condition, the roots, with parts of the trunks, leaves, etc., of the plants which 
have furnished the materials for the overlying coal. In the same manner we 
often find in the Lignitic formations of our own State, dark colored, sandy clays, 
filled with the vestiges of an ancient vegetation, the roots and parts of the trunks 
of which are still in their original position. Two beautiful instances of this kind, 
occurring in this State, have been mentioned in the Geological Report (244 ; 
249). But in both these cases, the materials surrounding the fossil roots would 
be totally unsuited, in their present condition, to the growth of analagous plants, 
at present existing. Even though they may still contain the same elements of 
fertility which enabled them to produce the forests we now find buried, their 
physical condition has been greatly altered ; they have become dense, compact 
and semi-indurate. Nor are the chemical changes they have undergone of less 
moment. 

3552 The action of the atmosphere would gradually restore these ancient 
soils to their original condition. It is to the same agency, slowly but surely dis- 
integrating even the hardest rocks, that we owe the formation of our soils, at the 
present time, ; if, therefore, we would understand the nature of soils, we must 
make ourselves acquainted with the mode ot action of the causes just alluded 
to, among which the following claim our chief attention, viz : 1. The mechanical 
action of water, by attrition and transportation of materials, or what is techni- 
cally termed denudation. 2. The effects produced by changes of temperature, 
such as frost, and changes from wet to dry and vice versa ; with the effects of 
both of which, in pulverizing soils, agriculturists are familiar. 3. The chemical 
action of the constituents of the atmosphere (excepting nitrogen, which is inert), 
viz : water, carbonic scid, oxygen, and ammonia. 

356. M(St loiks are composed of several minerals, some of which are more 
readily decompof^ed by tie action of the atmosphere than others; moieover, 
small particles of one and the same mineral disintegrate sooner than large ones. 
Usually, tht-ielore, jocks are softened, and their particles made susceptible of 
being Cinried off by the rains, long before the chemical decomposition of the 
several minerals hai? been completed. It follows as .a consequence, that in soils 
thus foinied ■« e have to distinguish two different portions, viz : that which con- 
sists of ininerdls uvdewmposed, or in process of decomposition ; and that which 
is formed by the deccrriposition of the several minerals. 

357. Fallimivg — 'ihe process of decomposition does not, of course, cease 
after the [articles of the rock have been carried away from their original places. 
On the contrary, its progress generally becumes more rapid, in consequence of 
the ctniminution canted by the tian.';portation; it is constantly active in our 
soils, and its efitcts are m( i-t str. kingly perceived when land \s fallciued, i. e. 
expoted to tl e action of the atmosphere lor one or several seasons, without crop- 
ping. In tlie fresh, undecomiosed portion of the soil, the mineral ingredients 
which p.anls require are comaintd in a condition in which Ihey are not immedi- 
ately available lor al sorption into the vegetable economy — locked up as it were. 
In the natural course <il things the action of the atmosphere very gradually 
uncloses these hioden treasures ; but we can very much accelerate the progress 
of decomposition bv the us-e ot the so-called stimulavt manures, o\ which I shall 
speak hereafter ; and the beneficial effects of thorough tillage are also due, to no 
small extent, to the increased accessibility 01 the soil, to the decomposing action 
of the atmosphere. 

PRINCIPLES OP AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY. 

358. Important, and almost indispensable as it is, that any one who would 
avail himsell, to its full extent, of the aid which science can give to the practical 
aj.^ieulturi^t, .'■hould be acqtia'ntcd with the rudiments at least of chemistry, it 
would divert me too far from the purpose of the present Eeport, should I give, 
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under the above head, any thing more than the merest outline of the doc- 
trine of Agricultural Chemistry. In the final Report, it might be proper to treat 
of the subject more at length ; for the present, I shall confine myself to what is 
absolutely necessary for the useful understanding of the matter contained in the 
present pages. 

359. Scientific and Technical Terms. — It may be justly expected that in 
■writing for the benefit of the mass of the people, the use of technical terms 
should be avoided as much as possible. On the other hand, it is vain to expect, 
in entering upon any new field of knowledge whatsoever, to escape the necessity 
of learning some new words or expressions. This is unavoidable, and in the 
very nature of things ; for whenever we direct our special attention to any object, 
we find it to consist of distinct parts, which a merely general, cursory glance 
failed to detect. These parts are so many new conceptions or ideas, and new 
ideas, as a matter of course, require new words for their expression. 

This is quite as true of the arts and crafts of every day, as of the exact sciences. 
The language which the sailor uses in describing his vessel, is not more intelli- 
gible to the uninitiated " landsman," than a chemical formula would be to the 
sailor himself ; the printer, the tailor, the shoemaker, the blacksmith — all have 
their peculiar terms of trade. If the majority of men, while perfectly at ease 
with reference to what the tailor styles his "goose," stand appalled at the "big 
words" of chemical or geological terminology, it is not because the former term 
is more expressive of its object than the latter, but simply because tailors are 
more numerous than chemists, and their calling more ancient. 

In this respect, agriculturists enjoy an advantage over all other occupations ; 
their technical terms are known and understood by an overwhelming majority 
of mankind, not only because they themselves form so numerous a class, but 
also because the products of their labor are tie prime necessities of life, which 
all feel deeply interested in, and with which, as well as with the means employed 
to produce them, all are consequently conversant. 

360. IfTGBEDiKNT.s OF SoiLS — ELEMENTS. — Anciently, uo Separate ingredients 
were distinguished in soils ; "earth" was regarded as a simple, an element, which 
might, to be sure, be slightly moriified here and theie, yet w;is essentially the 
same everywhere. Later researches have gradually resolved soils, rocks and 
whnt proceeds from them, into a number of substances, which as yet have 
resisted all efibrts at a further decomposition. These substances, most of which, 
as well as their combinations, are unknown to common life, have received new 
names, so far as this was necessary ; we call them elements, supposing that they 
are incapable of being resolved into any simpler constituents. 

Chpmists are, at the present time, acquainted with sixty-four elements ; but 
among this umltitude, only sixteen or seventeen claim the attention of the 
agriculturist, as being ingredients of his soils as well as of the products which 
he draws therefrom. They are the following : 

Potasaitim. 
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Oxygen. 

Hydrogen. 

Nitrogen. 

Carbon. 

Silicon. 

Sulphur, 

CMorine. 

Iluorine. 

Phosphorus. 



to <A 



^1 



Sodium. 
{ Calcium. 
Magnesium. 



Aluminium. 



Heavy Metals. 



S Manganese. 
Iron. 



To the first class of this list may be added Iodine, and to the last, Capper ; 
since these substances are found to be rery generally present, though in rery 
minute quantities. 
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361. Important Combinations. — These elements, ia their combinations 
amongst themselves, and especially with Oxygen, compose the vast majority 
of all material objects that surround us. The human frame ordinarily contains 
every one of them ; and so do most plants (if we except Fluorine and 
Aluminium). The first four, in combination, form the great bulk of vegetaibles, 
such as wood, starch, albumen, etc. Oxygen and Hydrogen form Watee ; 
Oxygen and Garhon, Oabbonio Acid Cthe gas contained in soda-water) ; Hydrogen 
and Nitrogen, Ammonia (spirits of hartshorn). Air is a mixture of four-fifths 
(by bulk) of Nitrogen and one-fifth of Oxygen ; it always contains, at the same 
time, variable amounts of Aqueous Vapor, and minute quantities of Carbonic 
Acid (one three-thousandth) and Ammonia (between one and two millionths). 

Small and insignificant as the amounts of the two latter ingredients present 
in air may appear, they perform most important parts in vegetable economy. 
All the carbon which plants contain is obtained by them from the atmosphere in 
the shape of carbonic acid, which they decompose, retaining the carbon and 
returning the oxygen to the atmosphere. In the same manner, a large portion 
of the nitrogen contained in plants, is derived from the ammonia present in the 
air ; while their fixed mineral ingredients, which remain behind in the shape 
of ashes when vegetables are burnt, are derived from the soil. 

362. The combinations of other elements with oxygen (which are produced 
by hurfiing the same), are called Oxides ; a largfe part of these, generally 
possessing a sour taste, are called Acids. Thus we have Oxide of Iron, of 
Manganese ; Sulphuric, Phosphoric, Carbonic acid, etc. Combinations of Oxides 
and Acids are called Salts. 

The combinations of the other elements, most important to the agriculturist 
are the following : 

363. Silicon — with oxygen, forming Silica — flint, quartz, rock crystal, the 
hard grains of almost all sands ; in the latter form, and in combination with. 
Alumina, it forms the great bulk of most soils, iloreover, it enters largely into 
the composition of all grasses, of pine straw, and a great number of other plants. 
It is but seldom that soils are deficient in silica as such ; but it often happens 
that it is not present in an available, or soluble, condition ; a defect promptly 
remedied by the application of lime. 

364. SuLPHUK — with ogygen, forming Sulphuric acid (in its pure state called 
oil of vitriol) ; this in combination with Lime, forms Oypsum, or plaster of 
Paris ; with Magnesia, Epsom Salt ; with protoxide of Iron, Copperas, etc. 

365. Phosphortis (well-known as the inflaming ingredient of common frictioa 
matches) with oxygen forms Phosphoric acid. The latter, in combination with 
Lime, forms the earthy part of bones, or bone-ash, which is, essentially, 
phosphate, with a little carbonate, of lime. Phosphoric acid is, moreover, con- 
tained in all seeds, to a considerable amount ; hence, its absence from the soil 
is fatal to the formation of seed of any kind. The stem and leaves of plants 
require it also, but in much smaller quantities. 

366. Potassium and Sodium, form with oxygen, repeotively, Potash (the 
potential caustic of druggists) and Soda ; the former, in combination with car- 
bonic acid, is the chief ingredient of pearlash, saleratus, etc. ; while the combi- 
nations of soda with the same acid, are what are familiarly know to our house- 
keepers as soda, or salsoda. Moreover, sodium in combination with chlorine, 
forms common salt. — Potash is as universally required by all plants (excepting 
sea- weeds) as phosphoric acid, and is therefore one of the most important and 
indispensable ingredients of a good soil ; so much so, that the amounts of potash 
and phosphoric acid contained in a soil, may usually, in practice, be taken as a 
direct index of its fertility. AH other ingredients necessary for the growth of 
plants are more easily and more cheaply supplied, than thefee two. Whenever 
they are wanting, or are present in very minute quantities only, we may consid- 
er, for all practical purposes, that the soil has to be made before it will produce 
anything. 
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Almost all plants require for their fall development, more or less Soda, also. 
But while the absence of available potash from a soil is one of the most common 
causes of infertility, a sufficient amount of soda is rarely wanting. 

367. Calcium with oxygen, forms Lime ; the latter, in combination with 
carbonic acid, constitutes marble, and the prevalent as well as the all-important 
ingredient of limestones, most of which are a mixture of carbonate of lime with 
earthy matters — sand, clay, etc. Most limestones contain magnesia, also, and a 
great many contain small anjounts of potash, soda and phosphoric acid. In the 
process of burning lime, the carbonic acid of the carbonate of lime is expelled 
by heat ; in the hardening of common mortar, the lime partially resumes its 
carbonic acid from the air. Hydraulic cement is burnt out of limestones con- 
taining certain proportions of other earthy matters, or out of an artificial 
mixture of pure limestone and clay. 

Oi plwsphate of lime (being the chief ingredient of bones) and sulphate of 
lime (being gypsum or plaster of Paris) I have spoken above (ir364, 365). 

368. Action of Lime in Soils. — Most plants require for their growth notable 
quantities of lime, which must, therefore, be present in the soil. Pew soils are 
infertile for want of lime ; the increase of fertility observed after liming, is 
mostly due, not so much to the direct action of the lime itself on plants, as to its 
chemical action in rendering available to vegetation other ingredients, especially 
potash and silica, when contained in the soil in a " locked up" condition (357), 
in the undecomposed part of the minerals.* Lime, especially when applied 
freshly burnt, greatly accelerates the decomposition both of minerals and of 
vegetable matter. Hence we see that by means of liming, we can in a brief 
period of time, produce the same effects on the soil, which the unassisted action 
of the atmosphere, or falloioing, would hnve required centuries to effect. 

369. But in so doing, we exhaust the soil very rapidly ; what we gain in the 
fullness of crops, we lose in the duration of our land ; hence the well-known 
adage, that •' Lime enriches the father, but impoverishes the son." When land 
which has been limed moderately, ceases to produce, fallowing will have little 
effect on it for several years, because all the nutritive matter which was easily 
accessible, has been already developed by the powerful action of the lime. Ye^ 
after fallowing for a number of years, such land may again become productive, 
in consequence of the decomposing action of the atmosphere having at last 
penetrated to that portion of the soil which even the lime had not reached, and 
thus made available a new supply of nourishing ingredients. Usually, however, 
after a moderate dressing of lime has ceased to be effective, another and stronger 
dressing is put on ; and thus the process of exhaustion may be continued, until 
the soil becomes really and utterly exhausted — stripped completely, of all, or of 
some, of the ingredients required by the plants. Henceforth, the crops wiU 
depend entirely upon the application of manures — true manures (of which stable- 
manure, or still better, nigM-soil, is the type), not mere stimulants, like lime, 
ammoniacal salts, common salt, Chilian saltpetre, etc. 

The use of hme on land to the extent above referred to, is scarcely better policy 
than that of the drunkard, who, in order to sustain the excitement he desires, 
finds it necessary to take deeper potations each succeeding day, until at last the 
energies of life are completely exhausted, and the foundation gives way, before 



*'While there can be no doubt that the greater part of the favorable effects of 
liming is due to the indirect action above referred to, experiments made upon 
the growth of plants in lime water seem to show that lime also exercises a kind 
of direct stimulation on the vegetable functions, which in the experiments 
mentioned, was manifested in the more vigorous development and deeper green 
of the seedlings vegetating in lime water, as compared with those placed in pure 
■water. It may be doubted, however, whether the effects are in any manner 
comparable to those exercised by "stimulants" upon the animal economy, 
R— 14 
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the expiration of one-half the time during which, with prudent management, 
it would have held out. 

Under the head of Manures, this subject will be more fully considered, in 
connection with the use of the marls of our Sti;te. 

370. Calcareous Soils. — Limy (or coZrarfoas) .'■oils, j. e , soils in which lime, 
in combination with carbonic acid, foims a primintnt in^iedicnt, ticiur much 
less liequently than is commonly supposed. The .'^oils of ihepiairits. whiihare 
notoriously limy, have given rise to the suppctsititn that all toils lesimMing 
them in iheii physical characters, and paiticularly in jioint of "hiavine.-iv" and 
the propel ty ot foimingan exceedingly tenacious mud, are limy also. Spots 
wbeie s(ime tenacious clay, ot whale\er color, tomes to the surface, foiming 
redoubtable obstacles to vehicles in the rainy season, are popularly styled 
" prairie spots," throughout the State. 

3711 iiany purcljases and settlements have been made on the strength of 
this appai en t similarity of the soil to that of the piairies; and when it is after- 
wards tound that the soil in question will produce little or nothing, it is very 
commonly ascribed to an excess of lime supposed to be contained in it. Such is 
commonly the ca.'-e in thj ''Flatwoods" region, which skirts the Prairie region on 
the west, fiom Tippah Creek, in the county of the .same name, through Pontotoc, 
Chickasaw, Ucktii Leha, pait ol Winhtcn, and Noxubee, to Kemper iind the 
Alaliama line. The same supposition is enteitained with reference to the "hog- 
bed" or "hog- wallow prairie" soil, occurring in Smith, Jasper and seme of the 
adjiiiringcoi nties. In loth these ca.'es, the direct contiary is proved by the 
analyses of the respective soils, which are given further on ; not only is there no 
excess of lime in either, but especially vi ith refeience to the Flatn cods soils, even 
a deficiency to such an extent, that the application of lime, as a manure, to these 
soils, is at ijuce indicated. 

3718 ihe heaviness and "stickiness" of the prairie soil has nothing what- 
soever to do with the hme contained therein ; on the contrary, an excess of hme 
rather tends to dimivit-h the tenacity of tla\ s, as may be observed on the '• bald 
prairie" hilltops, as compared with the level piaiiie with yellow clay sutsoil. In 
the light, almost pulverulent silt which fuinis the main mass of the hills of the 
Southern Kiver Counties— (Vicksburfr, Giand Gulf, Petit Gulf hills, etc.) — 
we have a soil containing much more Ime than even the black prairie soils of 
Smith and Jasper; yet that soil never finms, at the worst seasons, anything 
that would be called "mud" in the prairie region. 

372. The true distinguishing features of limy (" calcareous") soils, whidx 
never fail to chaiaclenze them plainly inough, m«y lie ound in the ptculiar 
growth, large and small, which they bear. Chemical reagents carnot more 
Buiely announce the presence, in the soil, nl a large supplv of lime, than does the 
prevalence of the Crab App e, the Wild Plum, the Cotionw ood, the Sycamoie, the 
"Poplar," and some oihers — And we may confidently hope that a diligent 
comparison of a sufficient numlerot soil-anahses with the natuial prtjwth of 
the soils, will enable us to judge, in a similar manni r, as to tlepieseme or 
prev alence of (jther ingredients ; so that we may analj ze the soils, as it were, by 
the eye alone. 

373. The next element in onr list is Magnesidm, the combination of which 
with oxygen is Magnesia. Epsi m salt, the comi ination of magnesia with sul- 
phuric acid, is famiharly known ; besides this, the combination of magnesium 
with chlorine is pract cally important, as being the cause of the greater pungency 
of sea-salt, and a common— too common— constituentof spring and well waterS) 
in some regions of the State. Magnesia is scarcely ever wanting in soils, nod 
is rtm>iikably abundant in a large pait of those of our State, which are derived 
from the materials of the several lignitic stages (Geological Keport, p. 1U>, 147, 
ff.). It mi y be said that the latter are almost as certainly characterised by 
tnngnesia, as the marine sliata of Jackson, Vicksburg, etc., are by KfM. 
Probably the majority of mineral springs in this State are cbaractemed by 
magnesian salts (il55 ; 316). 
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374. The next succeeding element — Aluminium (which, in its metallic state, 
has but lately been introduced into the arts, and is distinguished by its extra- 
ordinar/ lightness) is the most abundant ingredient of the earth's* crust, next to 
ox\gen and silicon. Its combination with oxygen, Alumina, when still furti er 
combined with Silica, forms the main mass of all Clays, and ot a great number 
of rocks, by the decomposition of which, clays are formed. 

375. Clays. — There are innumerable varieties of clays, which have received 
numerous names, both popular and scientific. The differences arise partly from 
the various proportions in which silica and alumina may combine^ partly, and 
most frequently, from the admixture of foreign (j. e, not chemically combined) 
substances. The purest of all clays is Kaolin Or porcelain earth ; next to this, 
the white pipe-clay, such as those found chiefly in Tishomingo, but also in other 
counties of this State, in the deposits of the Orange Sand formation (HGO, ffi). 
In some of these pipeclays, there is a strong mechanical admixture of finely 
divided silica ; in some instances this ingredient gradually becomes so pr'minent 
that the material loses its title to the name of clay, and becomes a soft, fine- 
grained, white, siliceous rock, the transition being so gradual, that it is difBcuIt 
to say where the pipeclay ceases and the rock begins (1162, 66). 

A sim lar uucertainty very frequently attaches to the more common mixtures 
of clay and sand, known sa brick-clays, loams, silts, etc., including the ra ijority 
of soil< ; there is no definite line of distinction, so that it is often optional with 
the individual, whether some material be describes shall be called a clayey sand 
or a sandy clay. 

376. The different oilors of clays are generally owing to either or both of the 
two last named elements of the list, viz : Manganese and Iron, and to Carbon, or 
finely divided particles of coaly substance. 

Iron (in its two combinitions with oxygen, called ihe protoxide a,adi peroxide) 
and Gjirbon&re by far the most commonly occurring colormg matters. Peroxide 
of iron imparts yellow, orange and red tints (the two former tints pa-ss into 
red whenever the substance is heated to redness); protoxide of iron, blue and 
gieen. The two last mentioned colors pass over into those of the peroxide, 
whenever the material they color is exposed to the action of the air ; hence it 
is that ill the southern portion of the State, where blue and green clan's are so 
very common (in the upper Tertiary, or Grand Gulf Group, ir230, ff.), we 
frequently see nothing but yellow or orange surfaces on the exposures, the blue 
or green portion being found at the depth of several inches at times. The same 
frequently happens with reference to the blue marls, both of the cretaceous and 
tertiary formaiions ; they have escaped notice in many cases, simply on account 
of the surface having undergone the changejust referred to, which rendered them 
simdar in aspect to the soil or subsoil. 

Clays colored by Manganese alone, are of rare occurrence ; according to the 
amounts of oxyfien comb ned with the element, it imparts delicate pmk, brown 
or black tints. But it frecjuently modifies the tints produced by iron, and is 
rarely wanting where ths other occurs. 

Ci;iys colored by Carbon alone, which imparts to them a black, gray or some- 
times bluish tinge, become white by burning. Such is thecase with many claya 
from the Lignitic formations, which, although very dark at first, on burnings 
yield ware almost equal in whiteness to that made of the Tishomingo pipeclays. 

Of course it often happens, that several or all of these coloring matters are 
present in one and the same specimen, thus producing an endleKS. variety of 
tints — from the purest white tbrough all shades of gray to almost jet black j 
from the light and delicate rose tints of the Oran^ Sand clajs frequently fouod 
in South Mississippi, to the deep red. of the ferruginous clay occurring iq TishOr 
mingo county, which has been designated as "Terra sigllata," and comes prop, 
erly under the head of coloring materials (Mil). Olays of all shades of blue 
are fre.^ueBtly found associated with our lignite beds in North Mis.sissippi, and 
are very cimmon in the upper (fresh water) Tertiary of South Mississippi; so 
also are tho6e of the seveiul shades of green {H'^'il, 237, 243, vtc). 
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Oolo); therefore, has nothing to do with characterizing any substance as a day. 
Ihave been thus particular in stating this point, because of the difficulty I have 
so often encountered in arriviug at a defiaite conclusion concerning some materi- 
al described to me, the party whom I questioned insisting that it was not clay, 
merely on account of some unusual tint it happened to possess. 

377. " Soapstone." — It is very usual in this State to hear designated as "soap- 
stone" any clay which, being free from coarse particles, is smooth to the touch, 
like soap or true soapstone, and which does not readily form a plastic paste with 
•water. The bluish laminated clays of the Eutaw Group of the cretaceous 
formation CllOl.-ff.), as well as similar clays occurring in the Tertiary (1[165, 
231), are invariably so designated in the counties in which they occur. 

True Soapstone, such as is used for the interior lining of stoves, for hearth- 
plates and ovens, does not occur within the State ; the formations to which it 
belongs are entirely wanting, and all the "soapstone" commonly so called in 
Mississippi, belongs to the class ol clays above described. When woiked up 
with water, they gradually form a very tenacious mass, which, however, usu- 
ally contains too little sand to be suited to the purposes of the potter, in its 
natural state. 

378. Eetentive Powers of Clays. — One ofthe most important properties of clays, 
which they impart, in greater or less degree, to all soils, is their capacity of 
retaining in their mass a certain amount of the ingredients necessary for the 
growth of plants, even when these are in a condition in which, ordinarily, they 
are soluble in water. When solutions of potash, lime, phosphoric acid, etc., are 
filtered through a layer of soil of sufficient thickness, the whole of these ingre- 
dients is retained by the soil, so that the water _which drains from it con- 
tains no more of them. This retentive power, which varies very much in 
different soils, is of the very highest importance, as it prevents the waste of 
valuable ingredients by the action of the rain water which continually filters 
and drains through, the soil. Hence it is that in the waters which drain from 
soils pre-eminently rich in soluble ingredients, traces only of these substan- 
ces can be discovered, unless indeed, the soil should happen to be saturated 
with some of them, so as to be unable to retain an additional supply ; as a 
sponge will not receive, or retain, more than a certain amount of water. 

The point of saturation differs for different substances ind one an the same sbil ; 
and it is remarkable that in regard to the retentive power, there is a marked 
distinction in favor of those substances most generally needed by the plants in 
large quantities. Thus potash and phosphoric acid are most pertinaciously 
retained, while soda, magnesia and soluble vegetable acids are often carried off 
in large proportions by the drain waters. Light and sandy soils are the least 
retentive of these substances, as well as of moisture ; while clayey soils, and 
those containing much vegetable matter, are the most retentive of both. 

Clays are retentive, not only of solids and liquids, however, but also of gaseei, 
and particularly so of ammonia ; hence they condense the latter from the atmos- 
phere, thus furnishing it to the roots of plants. In this, as in other respects, 
clays act analogously to humus, concerning which, see below under the head of 
manures (IT 425). 

379. "Alum." — Next to the combination of Alumina with silica, which is 
the basis of clays, its combination with sulphuric acid deserves mention. This 
does not often occur in substance, but is not an unfrequent ingredient of the 
mineral springs issuing from the lignitic clays ; which arc commonly distin- 
guished as "Alum springs." The name, though not strictly correct (inasmuch 
as true alum contains sulphate of potash beside that of alumina), well expresses 
the sweetish astringent taste possessed by such waters. In this State, they 
always issue from the lignitic strata of the tertiary formation, and are most 
abundant in those which are immediately contiguous to the marine, fossiliferoua 
Tertiary. The strongest alum water in the State of which I have any personal 
knowledge, is that of Baugh's well, at Brandon, Eankin county ; one very 
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gJBailar to this occurs in a well dug on the plantation of Mr. Holland, S. 35, 
T. 6, R. 3 B., near Brandon. — The water of the Artesian Springs in Madison, 
is of the same character ; and another alum spring, which has acquired some 
reputation in the neighboring counties, is situated about two miles south-west 
of Grenada. In the neighborhood of such springs, a mixture of alum with 
other salts is frequently seen, as a white covering ("efflorescence") on the sur- 
face of the clays (IT 181). 

380. Of the part taken by Ieon and Manganksb, the two last elements of our 
list, in coloring clays and soils, I have already spoken. Manganese, though 
almost universally present in soils, is generally so in very minute quantities, so 
as to escape the eye, and leave its presence to be demonstrated By chemical 
reagents. Occasionally, in this State, Oxide of Manganese may be observed 
forming curiously ramified designs {dendrites), resembling mosses or diminutive 
trees, on the cleaved surfaces of gray and white sandstones and limestones. 
These figures are frequently mistaken for fossil plants ; but they have no con- 
nection with such, being simply strings of crystals, formed somewhat in the 
manner of the figures on frozen windows. 

381. Iron is one of the most widely diffused substances with which we are 
acquainted. It would be difficult indeed, in common life, to pick up anything 
whatsoever that should not contain a trace at least of iron — unless, perhaps, it 
had been purposely purified. The ashes of almost all vegetables contain it ; so 
do all soils, clays, and sands ; so do all kinds of glass. Even the metals, copper, 
tin> zinc, lead, and silver, such as they are known to common life, contain cer- 
tain amounts of it ; often very minute, but still discoverable by chemical means. 

382. Oxide of iron in combination with water {liydrated peroxide of iron), or 
iron rust, is the compound most commonly occurring. It is found almost pure, 
as yellow ochre (which is usually, however, a mixture of oxide and of clay); it 
imparts the yellow or orange tints to clays, sands, soils and subsoils ; to the 
"red lands" of Pontotoc, Chickasaw and other counties; to the yellow loam 
lands of the two ranges of counties bordering the Mississippi bottom, which 
form the rich agricultural regions of Lafayette, Yallabusha, Carroll, Holmes, 
Madison, Hinds and qther counties. It forms the cement which binds together 
the grains of sand in our red, brown or " black " sandstone, found more or less 
all over the State (Ifll, ff.); sometimes the cement so far predominates over the 
sand, that the material would be valuable as iron ore, but for its being too much 
scattered to allow of profitable smelting (11741 ). Nodules of brown iron ore, 
of various degrees of purity, are the unfailing surface indication of the gray 
clays of the Lignitic formation of North Mississippi CTr42). 

3831 . Iron in Soils. — Thepresenceof a large surplus of the peroxide of iron 
(or iron rust) in soils (which may generally be pretty correctly judged of by the 
intensity of the color), does not apper to exert any very characteristic influence 
on vege.ation, save such as may be owing to its powerful attraction for mois- 
ture and ammonia (which it shares with clays), and the influence of its color 
on the absorption of heat from the sun's rays. A small amount of iron seems 
to be indispensable to the vigorous growth of most cultivated plants, for on soils 
artificially formed without the addition of iron, these vegetables languished and 
drooped, and the subsequent addition to the soil of a small amount of iron, 
seemed to produce effects similar to that which the preparations of iron 
used as tonics in medical practice, produce on the human system, viz : a 
general invigoration of the vegetative energies. But such a soil had to be artifi- 
cially formed, as above stated ; for in nature it might be difScult to find any soil 
not contain ng a supply of iron sufficiently large for the use of plants. 

3832 While an excess of iron in the shape of the compound heretofore 
mentioned (viz : the hydrated peroxide of iron) may be present without any 
injury to vegetation, the same is not true with reference to the other combination 
of iron with oxygen (containing less of the latter element than the peroxide, or 
iron rust): the protoxide. And since this difference has an important bearing on 
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the subject of draining of swamp lands, as well as plowing, I shall here dwell 
upon it for a few moments. 

I have before observed (ir376), that the blue and green tints of clays, etc., are 
generally caused by some combination of the protoxide of iron, and also that, 
when such clays are exposed to the action of the air tor some time, the green 
or blue tint changes to gray, ye low or orange, in consequence of tlie conversion 
of the protoxide into common rust. We have a familiar example of this change, 
in the well-known process of copperas-dying ; the fresh, green copperas contains 
the protoxide in combination with sulphuric acid ; when it turns yellow, the 
protoxide passes into peroxide ; it loses the copperas taste, and becomes insoluble 
in water. This process, if kept in mind, will explain many phenomena import- 
ant to the agriculturist. 

384. Few per.sons residing in regions where the soil or subsoil is yellow, can 
have failed to notice, that the yellow mud, when kept wet for a length of time 
(especially in the warm senson) — as for instance, in a deep mudhole — will 
assume ii blue tint in its lower portions; the wagoner wisely avoids the .«pota 
where the wheels of some predece.ssor have brought up mud of tliis hue, because 
it is a sure sign of a " bad place." We have here the opposite of the process 
which takes place in copperas dying; the iron yelloiQh.\s been transformed into 
blue, by tie influence of fermenting vegetable matter, in points where the air had 
l.ttle or no access. It will also be observed, that plants will not grow well where 
the foil retains this hue — they wither or become rusty. Water flowing from 
such spots, will deposit iron rust, like copperas water it.=elf Now, eveiy one 
knows how deleterious copperas water is to plants; and the same is true of the 
w.iter which collects on such spots ; the protoxide of iron which it contains, 
however, is dissolved in cnrbmic, and vegetable acids, in-tead of sulphuric acid ; 
the former being the product of the decay or fermentation of vegetable matter, 
and present in all soils. 

385. Wherevi r water remains stagnant on or in soils for any length of time, 
th s process takes p'ace, and where this happens, plants — at least tlio.se we cuiti- 
va'e — will not thrive. And although theco rosive action of the solution of iron 
th IS (ormed is but rarely the only cause which, in .such spots, acts ii juriously 
to plants, i!B formation is an unfailing sympinni of a wnnt (f proper drainage. 
It Irequently happens in level branch button. s, that the wliole of ttie soil has 
a bluish tint ; such soils invariably rust cotton, and aie often considered n;it or- 
ally unproductive. The remedy, however, is S'mple enough : correct ihc drain- 
age of the land, and then turn up the soil as deep as may he practicable, a( c rd- 
ing to c rcum.stances ; but instead of planting it at once, fallow it lor a season or 
two. The bluish tint will be found to disappear rapidly under the influence of 
the air (which transform- the protoxide into p -roxide) and when it is gone, the 
land will often times be found to be more productive even than adjoining tracts 
in which, originally, no such tint was perceptible. Those who clear and cul- 
tivate Iwttoin land, will scarcely fail to recoil ct having met with instances of 
this kind in their experience. The beds of sloughs, which in after ^ ears gener- 
ally become the most fertile portions of t e fields, will not produce as fieely at 
first; but they will become productive mere rapidly in proportion as the soil it 
loosened and aera'cd more fre |uently ; they require fallowingat the very outset. 

386. It is commonly oViserved, that even in lands where the sulisoil is very 
deepiy tinged with iron, the surface soil is almost al wa\ s of a lighter tint ; hence 
the conspicuous "red washes" so frequently form d in fields, where the surface 
soil has been washed away. This difference in color is owin>r, in some degree, 
to the presence, in the surface soil, of daik colored vegetable matter, which cov- 
ers the iron tint ; but very generally we also tind a sma ler absolute amount of 
iion in the surface soil than in the subsoil ; as will b ■ seen by the tat>le of analy- 
ses, in the Claiborne County Soil, Pine Hill Siil, and Soil from Summit, as com- 
pared with their subsoils. It seems, there ore, that this pioces.s, which we 
obseiTe to be going on in all badly drained soils, with a considerable degree of 
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energy, takes place at times, more or less, in most or all soils, when, in long wet 
seasons, they are temporarily in an undrained condition. Nevertheless, we 
fin 1 an exception to the rule above referred to, in the case of the soil and subsoil 
of the Mar.-iliall County Table lands (see table No. 2) in which the surface soil 
is rioner in iron than the subsoil ; a proof of the perfect natural thorough-drain- 
age of some 01 the.se soils. 

387. Bog Ore, or 'Black Pebhle." — When light and open soils possessing a 
porou.s subsoil, underlaid, in its turn, by denser strata, are placed under 
conditions like those referred to above, an effect is produced which is very 
familiar in some regions of this State, and of which examples on a small scale 
may be found in most neighborhoods. Soils of the character just mentioned, 
being but very slightly retentive o( soluble matters of any kind, willaliosv any 
solution of iron formed in it to sink, until it reaches a denser stratum, where it 
is retiined and gradually forms bog ore or "black gravel," while the surface soil, 
baing deprived of its coloring elements (iron, a=, well as vegetable matter), 
becomes light gray or almost white, in strong contrast to adjoining bodies of well 
drained, yellow loam land. - It is pDbible that this process of lixivation e.xcracts 
from ihe s lil ntherand ranro valnaMe ingredients {e.g. phosphoric acidj, besi'ies 
the iron and veget ible in itter, an 1 it i.s, perhap.s, for this reasun, that thesj whits 
or '-crawti^hy" .soils are, with few exceptions, les.s productive than those from 
which ttiey were tiirni j 1 by the comUinel action of vegetable matter and stagnant 
water. The ditiereuce is plainly exhibited, in most at-ses, by their natural 
ve,.;etation, which, though o herwise widely distinct in different locahties, 
po.ssesses one element of aluiDst I'onstant occurrence, to-wit : stunted Huckle- 
berry bu.shes. The Flitwoods of N. K Mississippi, and the bottoms of South 
Mississippi, often exhibit examples of this kin 1 on the large scale. Some soils 
of this character are, neverthe.ess, very productive when properly drained and 
supplied with vegetable matter ; and in many case-; which have come to my 
knowledge, the application, of lime to them has proved extre uely beneficial. 
As yet, however, no analyses of this ilass of soils, from which their character- 
istics could be deduced, have been made. 

388 From the foregoing considerations, it will be appa"ent how great is the 
importance, of thorough drainage in lands strongly charged with peroxide of 
iron, or iron rust, as are a large portion of the best uplands of the State. Not 
only are the solutions of iron, so readily formed in such soils when undrainel, 
a positive po.son to plants, but, while the partial withdrawal of iron alone 
would be no disadvantage to the soil, the proce.ss upon which its .solution depends, 
drafts lirgely upon that important ingredient of the soil, its humus or vegetable 
miter; as well as, profiably, upon several other important elements, and 
among thesj, especially upon the Phosphoric acid. The "black pebfile" or bog 
ore, wldch owes its lormition to this proces.s, is well known to be particularly 
rich in the latter sub-tance — for which reason, though unfit for the manulacturo 
of malleable inm. it is preferred lor such metal as is to serve for fine castings. 

38'.). Ghi/y'ieate Sp-ipgs. — A phenomenon dependent upon the same cans?, 
intrinsically of much less importance, but which has frequently attracted 
attention and excited curiosity in this State, is found in the diminution or dis- 
appearance of the mineral ingredients of chaly beate springs, so soon as the spots 
on which they were situated were "improved." or the springs themselvea 
cleaned out. The ferruginous .sands of the Orange Sand formation (lIlO) give 
rise to a great number of chalybeate springs (TfTS), many of which have no other 
origin than this : that the deifying vegetable mattercollected in depressions of the 
surface, he ids of hollows, etc., or even in the basin of the spring, effects the 
translormaiion above referred to, i. e. of the insoluble iron rust into soluble 
carbonate of the protoxide, which pas.ses into the spring water, rendering it 
.chalybeate. It follows as a matter of course, that so soon as the vegetable 
matter which causes this transformation is removed, the water must lose tta 
mineral ingredients. This, however, can only happen to superficial springy 
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and never occurs with the springs derived from the lignitic eocene, or the lower 
eretaceous formation. 

390. tormation of Bock. — There is another effect, due to the same cause, 
which is frequently observed in the territory of the Orange Sand formation ; I 
mean the gradual induration, or transformation into rook, of strata of sand(irll) 
or sandy loam, which have been quite soft within the memory of the inhabitants. 
When water charged with the carbonate of iron, formed as above mentioned, 
percolates through strata of sand or gravel, it may come in contact with so much 
air, contained in the pores of the mass, that its protoxide is reconverted into the 
yellow peroxide, which adheres to the grains of sand and gradually cements 
them together into a rock. This takes place more especially, when the iron 
solution reaches a seam or layer of clay, which prevents it from sinking deeper ; 
a sheet of ferruginous sandstone is then formed on top of the clay. This process 
may be seen in progress by an attentive observer in almost any region where the 
Orange Sand prevails, and from the fact that almost all the ledges of ferruginous 
sandstone found in this formation, are underlaid by a stratum of clay, we may 
justly conclude that most, if not all this rock has been formed, originally, in a 
similar manner (IT H)- 

391. Nourishment OF Plants. — Before entering upon the consideration of the 
subject of manures, their several kinds and mode of action, it may be well to 
recapitulate briefly the general, well-established principles of vegetable physiolo- 
gy, without a knowledge of which, it would be impossible to appreciate correct- 
ly the bearing of the analyses given below, and to apply to practice in each 
separate case, the results they contain. 

392. Constituents of Plants. — Most plants, and all, or nearly all, of those 
which are the subject of the farmer's care, require the same ingredients to be 
supplied to them from the soil and the atmosphere, viz : those which have been 
briefly characterized in the preceding pages, with the sole exception of Alumina 
(ir374:), which is not often contained in the ashes of plants (provided they have 
been thoroughly cleansed of dust, etc., before burning). Fluorine, also, is a 
very subordinate ingredient, and frequently wanting. — From among the rest. 
Carbon, Hydrogen, Oxygen and Nitrogen, or rather their combinations, may be^ 
and are for the most part, derived from the air, as has been stated (ir361) ; 
while the rest of the ingredients required (which are contained in the ashes) 
are derived from, and must therefore be present in the soil, to support a healthy 
development of vegetable growth. And experience further proves, that if only 
a single one of these ingredients be absent or insufficient in quantity, the presence 
of all the rest will be unavailing to render the soil productive. To a limited 
extent, some of these ingredients may be replaced by others of similar chemical 
character, e. g. Potash and Soda by each other and by Lime and Magnesia ; Iron 
by Manganese, etc. Such replacements, however, always cause differences in 
the mode of development of the plant, and in the quality of the crop. Cultiva- 
ted plants in particular possess a wider range in this respect, than do those 
retaining their natural state ; and the consequent adaptability of the vegetables 
constituting our crops, to a great variety of soils, is a feature of the highest im- 
portance to the agriculturist. 

393. Rotation. — While, therefore, all plants require nearly the same ingre- 
dients so far as their hind is concerned, ea^h one requires its own peculiar 
^oportoji of each of them — varying, in most cases, between narrow limits only. 
Hence it is that, when a soil has been apparently exhausted by the frequent 
repetition of one and the same crop, it may still be quite productive of another, 
which finds remaining in the soil a sufficient quantity of available nourishment 
in the proper relative proportions required for its growth. During the season 
in which the soil has been occupied by the latter crop, the action of the atmos- 
phere may have set free and rendered available, a fresh supply of nourishment 
heretofore "locked up" in the undecomposed minerals of the soil (^^356), and 
in the proportions suitable for the first crop ; which may now again succeed. This 
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is the rationale of the good effect of the Botation of Crops. — But rotation alone,- 
as these considerations show, is not in reality an improvement of the soil ; on 
the contrary, it is but a systematic method of exhausting it to the best advantage. ■ 
Eventually, it will cease to be effective ; and thereafter, crops will be dependent 
altogether upon Manures — "No manure, no crops." 

394. Order of Rotation — Analyses. — Experience has, in a great many of the 
crops long known, demonstrated the proper order of succession forcertain kinds 
of soil. The same will not, however, always hold good in reference to other 
soils, of a dissimilar, or unusual constitution ; and from a disregard, or want of 
knowledge of this fact, many disappointments, and a great diversity of opinions 
on this subject has arisen. In many cases of this kind, comparative analyses 
of the soils as well as of the crops in question, liave plainly shown, not only the- 
cause of the anomaly observed, but also the remedy, by indicating the proper 
order to be followed. 

With respect to crops of modern date, Chemical Analysis has done the same 
thing, or can do it where it is not already done. The crops most important to- 
the Southern States, are still in want of a thorough examination in this respect ; 
to give which I consider, not only as one of the legitimate, but also, as one of 
the most important objects of the Agricultural Survey. 

395. Analyses of Soils, Crops and Manukes. — Analysis teaches us, what 
are the kinds and respective quantities of the ingredients contained in crops, soils 
and manures. It teaches us, therefore, which of the latter two will be best 
calculated to promote the successful culture of the former ; a, knowledge to 
obtain which by mere experimenting, would require a disproportionate amount 
of time and labor. It has already been stated, that the absence of a single one ■ 
of the ingredients necessary for the growth of a plant, renders unavailing the 
presence of all the rest. Unless we are taught, by analysis, wMch is the 
ingredient — or ingredients — of which there is a deficiency, we shall be compelled, . 
in order to be safe, to add all of them, at great and unnecessary expense ; for 
it will be of no practical advantage to have added an additional supply of those 
•f which there was no lack. 

396. Analyses of Soils. — The importance of reliable analyses of crops, soils 
and manures, is, therefore, obvious enough. Yet the mere presence of any 
useful ingredient in a soil, or manure, as demonstrated by analysis, does not yet 
assure us that it is present in an available condition, so as to be ready for 
absorption by the plant ; for the agents which the chemist uses in the laboratory, 
are much more powerful than those placed at the command of vegetables by 
nature. In the course of a few hours or days, we can abstract from the soil all 
those ingredients which, in the ordinary course of fallowing pursued by nature, 
it would have required centuries to bring into action (ir368) ; thus far, there- 
fore, mere ultimate analyses are not a direct indication of the producing powers 
of the soil. 

397. This consideration becomes of most serious moment, where the rocks 
from which the soils are originally derived are in close proximity, so that a large 
amount of undecom posed material may be supposed to be very anroe????/ diffused 
throughout the soil. It will be less so, when the minerals constituting the several 
soils have been transported to a great distance and tecome thoroughly inter- 
mingled and comminuted ; as is mostly the case in Mississippi. 

Yet still, the determination ot the available portion of mineral nutriment 
contained in the several soils, is of great importance, and it is intended that it 
shall be made in every case of soil-analysis, so far as the means we possess of 
imitating the operations of nature in this instance, will allow ; want of suitable 
arrangements alone having prevented their being made as yet, with reference to 
the analyses thus far executed. Yet even without these determinations, the 
soil-analyses afford us a safe basis for our operations. For since, in all the soils 
of Mississippi, the component minerals (except quartz) are in a very finely 
comminuted condition, we know that when ultimate analysis shows the 
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nutritive elements to be present in notable quantities, they can be " brought 
out," or rendered available to plants, by stimulant manures ; and that the soil 
can be improved by fallowing. 

On the other had, when analysis shows one or several ingredients to be 
scarce or absent, we know that those ingredients require to be added ; while 
the rest, if abundantly contained, may be developed by stimulants, and need not 
be supplied from without, tor the present. And if analy.sis, finally, shows a soil 
to l)u ab.soliitely poor from ihe outset, in all, or most nutritive ingredients : we 
shall therebv know that lallowing and stimulants will be of little use, and that 
we must use stable manure, or its equivalents. 

A glance at the table of analj'ses (No. 2) will show that so far as the analysis 
of Mississippi soils has progres.sed, there is a, very clo.se and obvious corres- 
pondence of their fertility as aj-certained by experiment, with the respective 
amounts of the most important ingredients they contain, as .shown by the 
analyses — which are comparable amongst themselves, inai-niuch as the soils 
were treated, as nearly as possible, in precisely the same manner (see preface). 

398. The analysis of crops, i. e, the deiermination of the kind and quantity 
of the mineral ingiedients which they withdraw from the soil, is at I ast equally 
important with that of soils ihemselves. It informs us directly what and how 
much the s>il has lost in cultivaiion, and thus enables us to select jud.ciously the 
most economical mode of replucing the riiain ; provided, ol cour.-e, that the 
composition of the fertilizers at our command he also known to us. It is not 
enough, however, in these investii>ations, to examine single s|jeciinens of each 
crop, for, as has been stated (U392), there aie se\eral ingiedients which can, to 
some extent, replace each other, and it is ol tlie liij.hest interest to determine 
the exient of these variations, the ciicnmstanfes under « hch they occur, and 
the influence they exercise on the quality and quantity of the ci ops. And in 
order to render the results positive and comparaMe, it is further to be desired 
th it in ihese anilyses, as in those of soils, the same, well-devised methods should 
invariably be employed. 

399. Analyses of Southern Grrps — The analyses which, thus far, we pos.sess 
of Ihe dillerent parts of the cottun plant, are so utterly di.screpant amongst 
themselves, as given by different observers, that it is hard to loini from ihem 
any definite idea concern'ng the ehiracter of the plant — which is either suscepti- 
ble of variations in an extraordinary degree, or has been sadly misiepresented 
in results obtained by some analists, without the e.\tieme care lequi.site to 
insure eorrectnet^s in this difficult deparimeut of analytical cliemi.-try. — Of corn 
also, the analyses are thus far few, and widely discrepant ; in this case, however, 

the exiraoidinary adaptabilitv of the pi mt to a great variety of .soils and chmates 
would seem to render a wide range in chemical composition more likely, than it 
is with reference to cotton. The other ciops usually raised in the Suuih, have 
reciived still less attention. 

400. Physical Coustitdtion of Soils ; Mf.a\s of Modifying it — The 
produciiveness of soils is not, however, dependent alone U|.on ihe presei ce and 
available condiiion of the substances which foim the nourishment of plants. It 
is also necessary that ihe soil should have the ]>\o\}eT physicaJ (onstitutiort, viz : 
that it should be neUJier too "heavy" nor too "ligM;" and that under all crcum- 
stances, it be properly drained. In either of the two first mentioned cases, 
crops growing on it will be liable to injury by drouth, and in the case of a "heavy" 
Boil, by excessive i«ei also ; while a certain inieimediate character of the soil 
renders the crops comparatively safe with reference lo either ofthe.se influences. 
1 need hardly mention, that the former fault (" heaviness") is usually caused by 
an exce.ssive admixture of clay with the soil, while its opposite (" lightnesM") is 
due to an exce.ss, either of sand, or of some other substance which breaks up 
thec(mtinuty of the clayey portion, such as undecayud vegetable matter, "black 
pebble" or bog ore, or the undecomposed detritus ol rocks. 

It is a matter ol the highest importance, that the soil be sufficiently porous 
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or "open" to admit the air freely, in order that the carbonic acid, ammonia and 
moisture which it contains, should have access to the roots of the plant; yet 
again not so freely as to allow the frequent and rapid changes of moisture, 
temperature, etc., to atfect the roots of pi mts. All these changi's are so tempered 
by a soil of th- proper physical constitution, that only a long continuance of the 
same condition of the atmosphere will sensibly alfect vegetation. 

401. Light or 8<mdy Soils — The clnyfy portion of soils is highly attractive and 
tenaciously retentive of moisture, [rivaling in this respect some of our most 
powerlul oheraicul agents (ll378)|, and of the nutritive ingredients of plants, 
when in a soluble condition. Vegetjible matter, such as is usually present in 
soils, possesses similar properties ; while sand is but very slightly endowed with 
this quality, even when very fine. This peculiarity is well pronounced in the 
de^eiminations of the absorbent power of soils, which will be found accompa- 
nying the analyses. Compare, in this respect, the amount of moisture absorbed 
by the s.ihdy soil of the Ch'ckasaw Flatwoods (No 16.5, H-^T'i), and that of 
i\\i Pinj liills soil (^o 208;* i.bo.h soils altnnst; dss^titute of vegetable matter 
also), with the heavy clay .soil of the Pontotoc Flatwodds (Xo. 230, If^' l)on the 
one h:ind. and wi h the sandy Marsh s^il tVoin Pasca^nula (No. 215)i- on the 
other. The last named soil is a very smdy one, but it contiiris nearly 20 per 
cent, of vegetable mutter ; tlie foriuer (No 230j is nlmost void both of sand and 
•vej;eta.ble matter. Both the latter possess a strung attraction for moisture, 
as shown by the respec ive psrceiitiges nf hy;;roJcop'C m 'i^ture (9).^ and \h% 
par ce'<t.j ; while bith the I'ormir will ravlily surrender to a dry atm')-fp'ier-e ail 
the moisture they may contain (2 and 2^2 per cent), b-'yond a mjre pittance, 
inadequate to the support of vegetalile life. 

402' Heavy Glny Soils — Such is the main disadvantage of soils of excessive 
lightness. When, on the other hand, there is a great exce.ss of clay in the soil, 
disadvantages not less, serious will arise. In the case of drouth, such a soil 
will shrink and crack open, thus not only exposing parts of the roots of plants 
to the dry atmosphere, but even mechanically injuring them. 

But perhaps the greatest evil to which such soils are liable in this case, is the 
circiimstiince of their sub-tance becoming so dense, that no access of air to the 
roots can take place, thus e,\cliidin:i; from them both the ammonia anil the car- 
bonic acid of the air, so nece-sary to the nourishment of all plants ; while at 
the same time, the stony hardness which the material sometimes acquire.s, 
forbids the further development and e.xpmsion of the delicate rootlets which 
the plant sends forth in all diicctiois, in si-arch of nourishment. Thus, of 
course, the whole or^ianism ispanly/.e.! in its action, languishes and finally dies.^ 
And all these phenomena will lake p ace equally, whether the soils be in them- 
selves f'ertde or not ; save that a strong, healthy plant, grown in a productive 
Boil, will naturally resist longer than aiioiher, grown in a medium or poor soil. 

Thus, for instance, the physical consiitution of some of the Monroe prairie 
soils is scarcely le.ss objectionable than that of the heavy soil of the Flatwoods ; 
yet the respective average crops are much oftener made in the rich prairiu soil 
than in the second rate (so far as its chemical constitution is concerned) soil of 
the Flatwoods, because the vitality and capacity of resistance of plants grown 
in the prairie region is much greater than in the other case 

402^ In case of excessive wet such .soils are no less troublesome. The.greit 
difficulty encountered in till ng them duriofr sea-ons of either wet or drouth, is 
too well understood to require discussion ; yet it is precisely in such soils that 
tillage would be most necessary in such seasons. For if, as has been observed 
above, excessive dryness of the soil closes it elliectually against the aecess of, air 
(except in the crachs, where there i.s too much of it), such is no le-^s the case 
whenever they are saturated with water. Light and " waj|n" soils,>even when 

*See " Long-leaf Pine Region." 
fSee " Sea Coast Counties." 
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wet, still permit some access of air to the roots ; but when a heavy soil remains 
wet for a length of time, the complete exclusion of the air from its lower portion 
too often hecomes evident from the appearance of the fatal blue tint, due to the 
reduction of the peroxide of iron to the protoxide (see above, 1[384r, ff.) ; i» 
consequence of which, rust and blight soon perform their work. 

403. Cultivation of Heavy Soils.— It is manifest, from the above considera- 
tions, that in heavy clay soils, deep and frequent tillage is pre-eminently 
desirable as tending to temper all of the disadvantages referred to, by 
approaching their physical condition to those of hghter soils. But not only 
does the work of plowing naturally require more power in heavy soils, but the 
number of working days throughout the year is necessarily smaller. The 
profitable cultivation of such soils, .therefore, requires a large laboring force, and 
"intense culture" on an area comparatively small; for with shallow and 
insufiicent tillage, the frequent failure of crops on heavy soils becomes ruinous ; 
and in no case is the folly of cultivating too much land (IT 480) more strikingly 
exhibited, than when we have to deal with heavy soil. 

404. ffeavy Siliceous Soils. — In some instances, " .stiff" soils are formed, even 
in the absence of any considerable quotum of clay, when a very large amount of 
finely divided siliceous matter is present, which when wet, packs very closely, 
and renders the soil difficult to work ; when dry, it is sometimes almost powdery, 
at others, when drouth follows a very wet season, it will form a very hard 
surface crust. Such soils are not very common in the State, though sometimes 
quite prevalent in bottoms, in the southern portion, and characterized by the 
prevalence of the Dwarf Palmetto, among a stunted growth of bottom oaks. 
They are complained of as being " cold," "stiff" and "working like putty;" 
•logging the plow very much, even when moderately moist. 

These soils, notwithstanding their "heaviness," are but very slightly retentive 
of either moisture or manure, and suffer severely from drouth ; and also from 
long prevailing wet weather, in consequence of the impossibility of tilhng them 
while wet. Thorough drainage is, therefore, a very important step in their 
reclamation, and next to it, the addition of coarse sand and vegetable matter is 
indicated, in order to relieve the compactness of the material, and to increase its- 
retentive power. Many of the white soils mentioned (T[387) belorg to this class. 

405. A great many difierent classifications of soils have been introduced by 
different writers, suited, more or less, to the soils of particular districts described, 
by them, and based on differences partly of chemical, partly of physical consti- 
tution. But so innumerable are the modifications, and so insensible the 
transitions which occur, that special classifications, thus far, are necessarily 
very arbitrary, and useful chiefly with reference to particular regions. I shall 
not, for the present, refer to more than one other general class of soils frequently 
mentioned by agricultural writers, viz; that of "acid soils;'' although, its/ 
distinctive feature being really of a chemical nature, it properly belongs under 
a different head. 

406. Acid Soils. — This class has often been defined as being characterized by 
an excessive amount of vegetable matter ; but this criterion will not hold good ; 
the peculiarly acid soils of the Gallberry Flats of the Coast, for example, aa-e 
poor in vegetable matter as well as in everything else, except sand. Their 
peculiarity is to be sought rather in the peculiar condition of the vegetable 
matter they contain, which consists partially or wholly of soluble Crenic, 
Apocrenic, or similar acids (such as color the water of marshes, etc. ; 11440, ff.), 
instead of insoluble humus — in consequence of the decay having taken place 
in the presence of a large amount of water, and with but little access of air ; 
or sometimes, as in the Pine Barrens, in a soil very poor in "basic" constituents 
(potash, soda, lime, magnesia). The mode of formation of these soils, their 
peculiarities, and%)e remedies of their faults, will be found more fully discussed 
in another place (11539, ff). 

407. Drainage. — This has been mentioned above as being one of the es.sentials 
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of a prbper physical constitution, with all kinds of soil. Yet its importance 
is very much underrated, thus far, by the agriculturists of our State, and even 
where its intrinsic value is acknowledged, it is very commonly considered as 
being "too expensive an improvement" for the present condition of things. 

This may be a sound objection in the case of the squatter, who intends only " 
to skim off the cream of the soil, and then move westward for more ; but it can 
hardly be considered rational fiven now, with those who mean, in general, to cast 
their lot with the community where they reside, and to enjoy the general 
improvements, and the comforts and blessings of civihzation, towards which 
every individual member of a commonwealth contributes his share of money, 
labor and trouble — which share he is compelled to contribute over again, each 
time that he shifts his citizenship to the westward. — ^There are few chapters in 
statistics which offer a more curious comment upon human nature, than would 
an estimate of the three items above mentioued, annually spent in the South- 
west in "moving," on the plea that the improvement of the old lands will not 
"pay; " or the money lost in poor crops for want of a little deeper tillage, or 
drainage, which might have rendered them bountiful. Certainly, of all last 
■expedients in agriculture, that of submitting to poor crops will "pay" least. 

408. Effects of Drainage. — The advantages of drainage are not confined to 
land which is absolutely loet, in the ordinary acceptation of the term ; though 
in these it is the most needful, and the first step towards rendering them any- 
thing more than a lottery, from which the agriculturist draws at least as many 
blanks as prizes. Us beneficial effects will be experienced in all those soils, in 
which water can remain stagnant, at any time, at a less depth than three or four 
feet beneath the surface. 

The necessity of access of air to the soil and roots of plants has already been 
dwelt upon (ir361, 402). Now it is evident that such access cannot take place, 
and the roots will not penetrate, where the soil is saturated with water. Like 
shallow tillage, want of drainage compels the roots of plants to remain near the 
surface of the ground, where they are not only greatly exposed to all the vicis- 
situdes of the weather, but are also compelled to seek their nourishment within 
very narrow limits. And in this we find the explanation of the fact, which at 
at first appears to many to involve a contradiction in terms, viz : that while 
drainage is obviously a safeguard against excessive loet, it is so likewise against 
drouth. It loosens and aerates the soil and subsoil, in such a manner that the 
roots of plants are enabled to penetrate deeper ; to strata which are rarely or 
Dcver sufficiently affected by drouth to allow of injury to vegetation. 

409. But it is not moisture alone which the plant seeks and finds in the lower 
strata ; it also receives from them an additional supply of nourishment, which 
would otherwise have remained inactive— because the roots as well as the fallowing 
action of the atmosphere (ir357) would not have penetrated there. Hence drain- 
age subserves, in a great degree, the purposes of subsoiling. It even exercises 
the mechanical action of tillage in this, that the more frequent alternations of wet 
a,nd dry, which are thus effected in the soil and subsoil, serve to break up and 
pulverize them in the same manner that we see even the hardest clays speedily- 
cracking and falling to crumbs, when exposed to the weather. 

410. Drainage of Clay Soils. — The observation just referred to will explain 
the fact, at first disbelieved by many, that even heavy clay soils can be success- 
fully underAvamed., and that their tillage is rendered much easier in consequence 
of the operation. The water which in their ordinary condition, remains in 
them and renders them tough and plastic, is afforded an opportunity of escaping 
through the drains ; in consequence, the whole mass of the subsoil shrinks 
and splits, so as to be traversed by numerous fine fissures, which allow the water 
to percolate with ease. It is manifest that this must greatly facilitate the deep 
tillage (IT 403) so necessary in such soils. 

411. Drainage Warms Soils. — The broad statement, however, that draining 
prevents injury from wet, hardly does justice to the many positive advantages 
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it affords in this respect, even outside of unusually wet seasons. In the ordi- 
nary condition of soils, about one balf of the rain water only reai-hes the water- 
courses ; the rest is i-eturned to the atmosphere by evaporation fiom the soil. 
This evapi'ralion cont-umes an enormous amount of heat, which the solar rajs 
must spend simply to get rid of the surplus water, before thev can begin to waim 
the soil for purposes of vegetation. When, however, this mrplis water is 
carried off by drains, the soil is at once prepared to be Wiirmed, by the first 
sunshneitmay receive. It is very obvious then, why diainage renders soils 
so much "earlier," "warmer," and "safer." 

412. Advimtages cf Drainngein Manured Lands. — There isstill another point, 
which is ol consideialile impoilariie wlin,e\er, in uniitmtivc soils liquid 
manures, or such as contain a good deal of easily soluble ingredients, areem- 
plo(ed. It is obvious that the higher is the column of soil through which the 
solution filters the more effectually will the nutritive ingredients be withdrawn 
from the latter (11378, ff.) ; if the soil is very shallow, tl e solution which has 
passed through it will still retain a large portion of its ingredients which are 
then gradually absorbed by the sub.soil. If the latter be hard, o- drenched 
■with Water, the roots of plants will not penetrate it, and thus a large portion of 
the manure will be lost, when it would all have been deposited within reach of 
the roots in a deep soil, such as ilways results from drainage. 

Such are the chief advantages which drainage secures mthin the soil, in its 
relations to the crops ; and their importance, as will appear from the foregoing 
considerations, is such as to render intelligible in some measure, the enormous 
mcreaseof pioductivene.'« which is so often observed after thorough-drainage. 

413^ Drainage Prevents Washing. — Among the external etlects of this im- 
proviment, the most important perhaps is its tendency it^ prevent ike washing 
away cf the soil, as well as of manures, by the great diminution of the surface 
waters which it causes. — The injury produced by the latter does i.ot consist 
alone in the absolute removal, in mass, ol the arable stratum, but also in this, 
that the finest partichs of the soil, upon which the fallow exercises its most 
energetic action (Tf357), are thus carried off by preference, (oi mi ng the lertile 
l)Ott<im soils, greatly at the expense of the uplands. This fine puriion of the 
soil is, of cour.se, retained, when the water, instead of running off' from the 
Eurlate, is filtered through the soil to the drain, from which it is ues perfectly 
clear. 

4132 The inlprovement in the general health of districts where drainage, and 
particularly underdraining, has liecome genei-al, is not among the least nuticeable 
advantages which have followed its introduction in numerous cases. 

It cimld hardly be proper, in this place, to enter into the detail, or to discuss 
the ' merits, of the several methods of drainage. I regret that want of space 
precludes me I'rOta appendin;? at the end of this volume, some s^iecial con.-jidera- 
tions of this part of the subject, in accordance with a des re lor in orniation 
which 1 have frequently heard expressed. For a most thorough, lucid, and 
pleasantly written treatise, embracing the theory as well as ihe pr«ctice of 
Drauiage, I refier the reader to the work of Maj H. P. French, lately puhlished.* 

414. CoNDiTioNsop I'kouuctivknkssof Soils. — We have definec above two 
classes of conditions required to be fulfilled in orderto render a soil productive, 
to-wit : firstly, the proper chemical constitution, or the presence of the mineral 
ingiecfents required by plams, in an available conrlilion ; secondly, ibe prrper 
fih^nil constitution, i. e. cot being either loo light or loo heavy, Lut of that 
medium character which the planter teims "warm" — an exact definition of 
which it would bedifiicult to give, but which, fortunately, we tan abundantly 
illustrate by examples from our favored Stale. Tlie bcttom soils ol North aid 
Cential Mississippi ; the tabiie-lauds of Korth Marshall and Tippah ; tlte 

*"Farm Drainage," by Henry F. French ; New York, Saxton, Barker & Co., 
I860. 
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PontQtoo Ridge lands, incluiiag the "Buncombos" of Tippah ; the yellow loam 
lands or tha two ranges of cminties bordering upon the Mississippi bottom ; 
most of the lanils of that mighty bottom it.-elf ; those of the Southern River 
Counties, and flniUy, the homtnocks of the Sea-coast, furnish exam^iles familiar 
to all. The extremes of heavy and light, or clayey and sandy soils, are on the 
■whole much more prevalent in the eastern, than in the western half of the State. 

415. When soils are de'iective in regard to either of the two clas.ses of condi- 
tions just mentioned, we must con ect them by artificial means. These may 
consi.st either in the opemtions of draining, tillage, subsoiling and the like, which 
we have already discussed; or in the application to the \3,ndL of sabstunces 
corrective of the defect in question ; which may, in a very general sense, be 
comprehended under the term of Manures. ' 

B. MANURES. 

416, Classification of Manures. — Of these, we have two different classes-; 
Mechanical manures, or such as correct the physical constitution (lightness or 
heaviness") of the soil ; and Chemical manures, or such as are intended to cor- 
rect the chemical constitution of soils. — Of the latter again, we must distitiguish 
two kinds, essentially different both in their nature, and their intrinsic value, 
viz: SiimuZani manures, or such as merely lender aj;H!7aWe the nutritive ele- 
ments ^revioas?^ cont lined in the soil, and aid in their rapid transfer to vegetable 
organism ; and manures^rojoer or Nutritive manures, which add to the soil one 
or all of the ingredients required by the plant for absorption into its fabric. 

I 417. Important and well defined as these distinctinns are theoretically, it is; 
nevei theless, but rarely the case, that in practice we apply materials exclusively 
with a view to one only of these three ett'ects. On the contrary, it ought to be 
our aim to combine all three together, whenever we can. But it is none the less 
important to know and distinctly understand, which of the ends is chiiflt/ served 
when we use the several materials offered to us in practice, and more than 
this, of which of them our land is most in need. These are the questions which 
it belongs to an Agricultural Survey to answer. 

1. MECHANICAL J'AN'DRE-. 

418. With reference to the first class, the mechanical manures, little need be 
Baid, inasmuch as it will but rarely "pay" to haul mere arid sand, to improve 
clay land, or sterile clay to improve sandy land. It is not unlrequently the 
case, however, that by a little management, we can make nature perform the 
work tor us, by so regulating the drainage, that it will tend to intermingle the 
opposite extremes of soil. Such is the case with large tracts of l)otti>ni land, 
which may be much improved in their physical conditions by properly diffusing 
over their surface the washings of the bordering hills. Heavy, cold lottom 
Boila, like tho.se of parts of Pontotoc, Chickasaw, t'alhoun, Choclaw, Ocklit.beha 
and Kemper, are very much improved by intermixture with the sand from tie 
hills; provided only, that these sands be not allowed to accumulate in one. spot 
or channel, but be to some extent evenly distributed over the surface, by occa- 
sionally changing and distributing the channels ot deposition ; after which, tillage 
will complete the mixing. 

419. Striking examples of the benefit accruing from this source; may be 
observed in the small strips of tertiary prairie, occurring in Scott, Smith, Jas* 
per and Wayne counties (11198, ff,), and bordered by sandy hills, which in 
themselves are by no means fertile. Here, the prairie soil, as usual, is very 
heavy and "sobby," and though in favorable seasons it will yield I eavy crops^ 
unfavorable circumstances will easily cause a total failure. This evil, howevei*, 
is found to be coirected, and a s*fe crop insured, wherever the washmgg from 
the hillsides have intermingled, in a moderate pivportion, with the heavy piiiirie 
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soil. The hills wash very freely, and this circumstance is now complained of 
by the planters ; whereas it might be a real blessing, if, instead of allowing the 
sand to accumulate, and cover over altogether some of the best lands, they would 
take the trouble of diverting the water a little from its usual channel, slanting to 
the right and left, which would spread^it evenly over a large surface. In truth, 
in locations as favorable as these for such a purpose, it might be remunerative for 
planters to aid nature with a cart or two, during the time when their field hands 
-are almost unoccupied. 

2. CHEMICAL MANURES. 

420. Vegetable Mattek, akd "Humus." — Thus far, in speaking of the 
nourishment of plants, I have alluded only to the fixed mineral ingredients, 
which tliey derive Irom the soil, and to those which, being derived ft-om the 

/atmosphere, return to it in a gaseous condition when vegetables are burnt ; 
while the vegetable matter, contained in most soils, and usually considered not 
■ only as a sign, but even as the cause, of fertility, has only been casually men- 
tioned. As it is indispensable, that we should understand the true value and 
mode of action of this portion of the soil, if we would use manures correctly, 
I shall premise what may be necessary in this respect, before speakmgof manures 
specially. 

421. Experiments have shown conclusively, that the carbon which plants 
contain, and which forms the basis, as it were, if their vegetable substance, is 
derived from the air, and not from the soil. It has been shown, that plants 

■can grow in soils absolutely void of vegetable matter, provided only that these 
soils contain the mineral ingredients required by the plant, in a soluble state, or 
.at least, in such a condition, that they shall be accessible to the vegetable or- 
ganism (ir357)* 

422. The latter condition, however, we do not often find fulfilled in soils in 
their natural condition. It has been stated above, that only a part of the sum 
total of nutritive ingredients present in the soil, is usually in an available 
■condition, the greater part being "looked up" in the undecomposed or pariiaUj 
•decomposed minerals, and buc very gradually set at liberty by the action of the 
atmosphere. 

This very action is due chiefly to the carbonic acid contained in air, and will 
■^of course be the more powerful and rapid, the more carbonic acid is present. 

Now, carbonic acid is continually formed in the process ol decay of vegetabla 
matter, such as is constantly in progress in soils containing the same ; in such 

soils, therefore, the nutritive mineral ingredients are being made available more 
jrapidly than would be the case, were no vegetable matter present in them, and 

were the decomposing process left to be performed by the carbonic acid of the 
.a,ir alone. In this respect, vegetable matter must, therefore, be classed among 

the stimulant manures, as above defined (if 416). 

423. Properties of " Humus." — There are, however, other highly important 
•offices in vegetable economy, performed by this class of constituents, and more 

particularly by the (somewhat indefinite) substance, now familiarly known as 
Humus, or vegetable mold. One of these — its retentiveness of moisture — has 
.already been mentioned ; it serves as a corrective, in this respect, lor light, sandy 
soils ; while on the other hand, it renders heavy clay soils less compact and stitf. 
Yet there is still another virtue possessed by humus, more important than 
either of the two just referred to; it is its power oi absorbing awM»onia irom 
the atmosphere, thus fixing in the soil this important stimulant as well as nutritive 



*I have generally, in the text, used the word "available" in preference to 
■"soluble," because the former involves no unproved theory concerning the pecu- 
liar condition of the portion of the soil in question ; which is certainly not 
.■goluble in the ordinary acceptation of the term (^378). 
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ingredient, ready to be delivered to the roots of plants, whenever called for. 

424. When wo consider the great importance to vegetiible economy, of the 
properties of humus just referred to, it cannot be surprising that its presence 
should, as a general rule, exercise an influence so decidedly favorable on the 
pi"oductiveness of soils. Yet it is incontestably true, that humus alone, with- 
out mineral matter, will not support vegetable growth ; while on the other hand, 
examples of very fertile land almost destitute of humus are common, and par- 
ticularly so in our own State. The fertile "red lands" of Pontotoc and 
Chickasaw, for instance, and some of the best yellow loam lands of Holmes, 
Madison and Hinds, are so poor in vegetable matter, as to render its amount 
almost inappreciable; and yet these lands are justly considered as being among 
the best upland soils in the State. It is nevertheless true, that a perfectly 
healthy development of cereals or any useful cultivated plant, is rarely attained 
in soils destitute of humus. 

425. Clay a Substitute for Humus. — It will be observed, however, that only 
soils containing a considerable amount of day, can be permanently fertile in the 
absence of vegetable matter. We must conclude, then, that clays must, to 
some extent, pjssess the same properties as humus ; and such, in fact, experi- 
ment proves to be the case. It has been stated above, that clays are powerluUy 
retentive of moisture; and in hke manner we find, that clays will absorb 
ammonia from the atmosphere — not to the same extent as humus, it is true, 
but still sufficiently for the purposes of vegetation (ir378). The presence of 
humus or vegetable matter, therefore, is more essential t<i sandy .foils than to 
those of the opposite character ; to both, however, it is highly beneficial ; for it 
must be borne in mind that while clay may replace humus so far as its reten- 
tive and absorbent powers are concerned, it does not exercise the stimulant 
-action resulting from the decay of vegetable matter (if 422). 

426. Oreen Cropping.— It must be recollected, that inasmuch as all vegetable 
matters ordinarily at the disposal of the agriculturist, contains fixed mineral 
ingredients {i. e., ashes), their application to the soil is useful not only with ref- 
erence to the formation of humus, but also as introducing into the soil import- 
ant nutritive elements. If the vegetable substance thus used has not been 
obtained on the same soil. We shall thus add to the stock of fertility ; but when, 
as in the case of turning down green crops, the material used has itself been 
raised on the soil, then in reality we add nothing to the latter except the vege- 
table matter itself, which in its decomposition forms humus, and has been 
derived from the air. At the same time we thus return to the soil in a more 
available condition, the mineral ingredients which the crop obtained from it. In 
both these causes united, we have the rationale of the good effects which follon' 
the procedure in question. We must remember, however, that this is merely a 
stimulative process ; and that it can be practiced only at the expense of dimin- 
ishing the duration of fertility — being eminently exhaustive. 

427. Ammoniacal Manures — It may be proper to introduce in this place, 
some considerations on the subject of ammoniacal manures, such as now occur 
in commerce under various denominations, such as " ammoniated guano," 
"ammoniated marl," etc.; together with the impure sulphate of ammonia, 
which is now manufactured on the large scale, for agricultural purposes, from 
the oflfal of the manufacture of coal gas. For the present, I shall speak of the 
effects of ammoniacal salts alone, independent of any substances with which 
they may have been mixed. Ammonia 1 11361) is necessary to the nutrition, piop- 
erly speaking, of plants. It is afisorbed into the vegetable organism both 
through the roots and leave.*!, and serves for the formation of the nitrogenized 
substances contained in plants, such as gluten, vegetable albumer, casein, etc. 
Whether plants are capable of assimilating directly the nitrogen ol the atmos- 
phere for this purpose, is still an open question ; although it appears most likely 
that they cannot, and are dependent upon ammonia alone for their supply of 
nitrogen. 

R— 15 
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428. Stimulant Action of Ammonia. — Beyond this, however, ammonia pos- 
sesses in an eminent degree, the property of stimulating soils, or, in other 
■words, of rendering available to plants in a short space of time, a large supply of 
mineral nourishment. Not only is it powerfully active in the process of decom- 
position of rocks, in a manner analogous to carbonic acid ; but it (or rather its 
salts — combinations with acids; ir361) — also possesses the property of dissolv- 
ing a number of substances insoluble in either pure water or carbonic acid, 
thus rendering them immediately available to plants. 

Ammoniacal salts, when applied by themselves, are therefore highly exhaust- 
ive of the soil, though, for the time being, they may enable it to produce heavy 
crops. On the other hand, when applied at the same time with other, true 
manures, ammoniacal salts are to be highly recommended, as rendering the 
manure most rapidly effective. 

429. Leaf-Producing Powers of Ammonia. — Experience seems to prove, that 
as a general thing, the presence of an abundant supply of ammonia in the soil 
is pre- eminently favorable to the development of the Zea/"^ portion of plants,, 
and is, therefore, particularly beneficial and important during the period prior 
to bloom and fructification, in which the development of the leaf and stalk takes 
place. An abundant supply of ammoniacal manure in the early stages of veg- 
etation, is calculated to insure a good and vigorous "stand ;" while on the other 
hand, an over-supply at a later period, may retard blooming and fructification, 
and cause the plant to "run to weed." It is highly probable that the tendency 
of cotton to " run to weed " in newly cleared bottom land very rich in vegetable 
mould, is due to this cause in part at least (^[447). It is well known that 
the most decidedly favorable effect is produced by this class of manures, on 
those crops whose surface of leaf is comparatively small — such as wheat, and the 
cereals generally ; while their efiect is less noticeable with plants naturally very 
leafy, which possess a large surface for the absorption, from the atmosphere, of 
the ammonia they require. In coincidence with this rule, we observe that the 
same land which causes cotton to " run to weed," will produce the most abund- 
ant crops of corn. — It appears likewise, that an abundant supply of ammonia is 
not favorable to the development of bulbs and tubers, such as the turnip, for 
instance; and it will be observed that the sweet potato, likewise, prefers sandy 
soils, poor in vegetable matter and ammonia. In rich, black bottom soils, espe- 
cially when they are heavy, a great deal of leaf is formed, but the patotoes are 
small and wiry. 

430. Peruvian Quano. — I may as well mention here, Peruvian Guano, con- 
cerning which there has been a good deal of discussion among agriculturists, 
as to whether it is to be regarded as a mere stimulant, or as a true manure. 
Some of these differences of opinion have undoubtedly been owing to variations 
in the material employed ; for the greater part, however, they are probably 
attributable to different conditions of the land to which it was applied. 

It must be remembered that whenever the soil contains a sufiBcient quantity 
(in an available condition) of any nutritive ingredient, for the wants of the 
present crop, that crop cannot in any way be benefitted by the furtJier addition 
of the same ingredient. The surplus will simply remain idle, until, perhaps, 
called for by the succeeding crop. 

Peruvian Guano ctintans chiefly ammoniacal salts, and the phosphates of lime 
and magnesia ; also small quantities of soda and potash, sulphuric acid, etc. 
As it is not generally employed in very large quantities, the amount of the latter 
ingredients which it brings into the soil, will not generally exercise a very per- 
ceptible influence, if a soil is in tolerable condition, for the reasons above given ; 
its chief action will be stimulant, due to the ammoniacal salts, which cause a 
rap"i4 assimulation of nutritive ingredients by the plant, while the re''t of the 
ingredients will remain comparatively inert. Should the soil, however, have 
been in want of phosphates, the guano will serve still another purpose, and the 
difference between the land thus manured and that which has received nothing, 
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will be still greater than in the first case. If lime, magnesia, etc., were also 
wanting, the etfects of the guano will be still more perceptible. 

431. Wlien is Minure Most Profitable ? — As a matter of course, the npplication 
of any kind of manure to land pays best, when all the ingredients contained in 
the latter are immediately required by the soil. We do not want to expend 
m mey and labor in introducing into the soil, substances which, though useful 
in the end, will remain inert for years to come ; tor so long as this is the case, 
we lose the interest on the capital which they represent. If our soil requires 
stimulation merely, i. «., the rendering available of nutriment it contains, while 
it is not deficient in any particular ingredient, then guano is too expensive to be 
used for the purpose ; for we utilize only the ammonia it contains, while we pay 
for phosphoric acid, lime, magnesia, etc., besides. 

It is obvious, therefore, that in the case of two adjoining fields, originally 
possessing the same soil, the application of guano may be profitable m one, 
while almost ineffectual in the other — according to the culture each one has 
received, and the length of time it may have been in cultivation. And what is 
true of guano, is equally so with reference to all other partial manures — t. «., 
such as do not contain in the proper quantities all the ingredients required by 
plaiits, but only one or a few of these. Hence the great practical importance of 
the analysis of soils, as well as of the manures intended to improve them. 

432. Columbian Oaano. — There is at present imported from South America, 
under the appellation of " Columbian Guano," a substance very different from 
the Peruvian article ; which consists chieflyof phosphate and carbonate of lime, 
but contains no ammonia or only traces of it. It may be used in the same cases 
as ground bones, or superphosphate of lime; it is not, however, as energetic in 
its action as the latter, being much less soluble. It has been attempted, and 
apparently with considerable success, to remedy this slowness of action by inter- 
mixture of the finely ground mineral with stimulants, such as Peruvian Ouano 
or ammoniacal salts. — Of the effects of a similar mixture (sold in commerce, 
at present, under the title of " Kettlewells Manipulated Guano " there have been 
very favorable reports. 

433. SuperphospJiaie of Lime. — Of late years, the substance now generally 
known as HuperphoipJmte of Lime has attracted the constantly increasing atten- 
tion of agriculturists. The material sold by this title is, essentially, a mixture 
in various proportions, of gypsum or sulphate of lime with the true phosphate ; 
which is usually obtained by the action of sulphuric acid or oil of vitriol, on 
bones, or, latterly, on the article just described under the appellation of Colum- 
bian Guano. 

The important part which phosphoric acid plays in the vegetable economy, 
has already been dwelt upon (Tr365); it cannot, therefore, be surprising that its 
addition to the soil should in most cases prove highly beneficial The energetic 
action of the coaimercial article just referred to is not, however, attributable 
alone of the few nutritive ingredients which it furnishes directly; this circum- 
stance alone could not render it so generally beneficial. It is, over and beyond 
this, a powerful stimulant. A discussion of the mode of action of gypsum as 
such, will be found below (11436, ff.); that of the superphosphate of lime is 
quite analogous, for not only does it greedily absorb, and fix in the soil, the 
ammonia of the air, but its powerful acid (phosphoric) undoubtedly exercises 
an energetic action on the undecomposed portions of the soil, the nutritive 
ingredients of which it hberates and renders available to vegetation. 

434. Its exclusive use is, therefore, necessarily exhaustive, in tlie end, of those 
ingredients which it does not furnish, and among these especially of potash, 
which must, therefore, in time be supplied to the soil from other sources, e. g., 
from ashes, greensand, etc. A mixture of the commercial superphosphate of 
hme, with natural greensand, and ammoniacal salts obtained from gas-works, is 
probably the nearest approach to a universal fertilizer, of afly artificial com- 
pound brought into commerce, and might in most cases successfully replace 
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stable manure. Among artificial mixtures intended as universal manures, the 
one known as "Mapes' Nitrogenized Superphosphate of Lime " has acquired 
some reputation ; and new compositions ol a similar character are daily coming 
forward. 

The superphosphate of lime, as also bone-dust, is a specific manure for the 
maintenance of pasiures, inasmuch as the laigest part of the ingredients with- 
drawn from them by the stock is thus replaced. It is also specially recom- 
mended as a top-dressing for the turnip crop. 

435. Chilian Saltpetre; Common Suit. — Among the stimulants which maj 
sometimes be used with advantage, both by themselves and in addition to stable 
manure or to the compost pile, we may mention Oimmon Salt, and Chilian 
SaUpeti-e or nitrate of soda. There are, probably, but tew cases in which the 
action of either of these substances can be attributed to the ingredients they sup- 
ply direitly; they act as solvents and decomposing agents, scmewhat in the 
manner of ammoniacal salts, and the farmer ought to understand distinctly, that 
large crops resulting frcm the use of these substances, have been produced 
entirely at the expense of his soil. Both salts, being but slightly absorbed by 
the soil, are soon removed from it, to a gieat extent, by the drain waters (11378). 

436. Plaster of Paris, or Qypsvm, which is brought into ccmmeice for agri- 
cultural purposes, under the title of "Land Plaster," occupies a prominent place 
among stimulant manures. Its coni-tituents — Lime and Sulphuiic Acid — are 
themselves important nutritive ingredients, as beloie stated. Yet its supplying 
these ingredients to the soil is but raielj the main cause of its favorable effect 
upon crops. While expuscd to the atmosphere in a moist soil, it undeigoes s 
chemical chaTige, caused by the ammonia and carbonic acid contained in the 
atmospheie, both of which it attracts and fixes in the soil, the result of the pro- 
cess being the formation oi carbonate of lime Sijidi sulphate of ammonia. Both 
these substances are powerful stimulants, as has been explained above ; and it 
is they, and not the sulphate of lime origmally applied to the soil, which often 
produce the decided effects noticed after the application of this substance. Com- 
bining as it does, the action of two impoi tant and pow erful agents, one of which 
is obtained gratis, as it were, from the atmosphere, it is used with great advan- 
tage on clay or loam soils, not naturally strong, which have been temporarily 
exhausted by severe cropping; serving very effectually the same purpose as 
fallowing, besides enriching the soil by the ingredients it supplies. It is known, 
however, to be ineffectual, and sometimes injurious, on acid soils (1406) — for 
reasons not perfectly understood. It is a special manure for clover, peas and 
leguminous plants generally. 

437. Quicklime and Carbonate of Lime. — I have repeatedly mentioned the 
mode of action ol lime (ir3C8, ff.); I now resume the subject in connection with 
some general remarks on the use of the calcareous marls of the State. I pre- 
mise that in this respect, the only diflerence between the action of burnt and 
unhurt lime (the latter being the carbonate, or combination of the former with 
carbonic acid), consists in the greater rapidity and energy of action in case of 
the foimer as compared with the latter. Hence, a small amount of burnt 
hme (provided it has not been allowed to becme air-slolced (Tf310), will, when 
properly diflused through the soil, exercise the same effect as a much larger 
quantity of unbuint, or air-slaked lime. — The process of air-slahing con&\&\a 
in a resvmption of water and carbonic acid from the air by the lime ; and is 
therefoie the reverse of burning, in which process the same acid is expelled. 

438 Action (f L me. — I have already .sufficiently alluded to the action of 
lime as a st mulant of the soil, by rendering available to plants ingredients 
heretofore inaccessible to tbem. Its office as an indispensable article of food to 
vegetables Iims also been mentioned (,1368, ff.). There are, however, several 
other important purposes it niaj be made to serve, according to the necesfcities 
of the soil ; the cbiel among which arc the following : 

4.?i9. Firstly : It will correct the acidity of soils, which is usually the conse- 
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quence of the decay of vegetable matter under water, or at least in very wet 
localities, where moisture remains stagnant and the access of air is limited 
(ir406j. It will be observed that the blackest of soils, when derived from a high, 
or at least, a dry locality, will not sensibly color water filtered through, it ; the 
decayed vegetable matter, or humns, they contain, ia evidently not soluble, to 
any sensible degree, in water. Such is the case, for instance, with prairie soils, 
and all good bottom soils. On the other hand, the brown tint imparted to stag- 
nant water in whijh vegetable matter decays, is familiar to every one. 

440. The most striking example of this kind on the large scale, occurs in the 
south-eastern counties of our State, especially those bordering on the Gulf of 
Mexico. In the level and sandy pine lands of that region, from which the waters 
drain slowly, percolating through the porous soil filled with the fine, fibrous 
roots of a flora most peculiar and characteristic, the conditions above reTerred to 
are amply fulfilled ; hence the waters of the creeks and branches, though so trans- 
parent as to cause to the uninitiated, unpleasant mistakes of judg nent in regard 
to depth, and allowing the angler every opportunity of watching the motionsof 
his game, are frequently so deeply tinged with brown, that a cupful of it on the 
breakfast table might well deceive the eye, though not the taste, as to its precise 
character. Almost all the grasses growing n that region are of the tribes pnpu. 
larly known as sour grasses — not so much so, however, but that cattle will thrive 
and do finely on the pasturage they afford. I have not learned whether any 
peculiarity of taste is observable in the milk and butter raised in the region ; 
but the flavor imparted to these products by the pastursige in the sea-coast 
marshes, will hardly escape the notice of any one. The soil of these marshes, 
too, is very sour, or acid, and their water deeply tinged with soluble vegetable 
matters. 

4tl. The analyses of the soils of these regions (which will be found under the 
head of the "Sea-coist Counties") show that in proportion to othet' ingredients, 
lime is particularly at;d unusually deflcient in them. There can be no doubt 
that the soils of the marshes, so far as they can be drained, and are not too 
sandy or salty, can be effectually reclaimed and made subservient to agricultural 
purpo.5es, by drainage and the application of lime ; and it is highly probable, that 
the sowing broidcast of a small amount x>f burnt lime on the Pine Meadow 
pastures, would mike the sour grasses disappear, and give place to others better 
suited to be the food of cattle generally. Ashes, likewise, produce similar effects 
and may be used with advantage where they can be cheaply obtained. Lime 
forms with most of the soluble vegetable acid contained in these brown waters, 
insoluble compound-i, and completely neutralizes its acidity. 

4i2. It effects, moreover, another important change. It is found that soils 
very rich in humus, while they absorb and retain with avidity most of the 
nutritive ingredients of plants (l[423), are incapable of retaining to aliy consid- 
erable extent, Silica^ whenever it is in that soluble condition in which it is 
available to plants. (Hence we find that in many soils very rich in vegetable 
matter, the cereals, which require a great deal of silica, bring forth weakly stems,^ 
incapable of supporting the weight of the ear. This defect is promptly correct- 
ed by the application of lime, which at once gives the to soil the power of abstract- 
ing from a solution every trace of soluble silica. ^From a number of instances 
which have come under my observation, it would appear that the "running to 
weed" of cotton in thrifty bottom soils, can be corrected to a considerable extent 
by the same means (IT 429). 

443. Another important property of hme is to promote and quicken, the decay 
of vegetable mailer, ami by its presence, to insure its conversion into true, 
healthful humus (11406, 439). Hence the intensely black color possessed by 
true prairie soils. In fact, an unusually dark tint in any soil, no matter whether 
sandy or clayey, light or heavy, is a pretty certain indication of the presence of 
a large amount of lime ; and consequently, the planter may take it for granted 
in such cases, that the further application of pure lime to his soil (but not that 
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of calcareous marls, containing other useful ingredients) would be quite super- 
fluous and useless. It must be remembered, however, that the reverse is not 
necessarily true, viz : that the light color of a soil is a sign of the absence of 
lime ; it is so only when at the same time, a copious supply of vegetable matter 
is present in the soil. 

In addition to the qualities just named, it has been observed that calcareous 
soils are less subject, as a general, thing to injury by excess of wet, or drou.h, 
than land otherwise similarly constituted, but poor in lime. This may be 
referable, to some extent, to the favorable influence of lime on the production of 
humus, which, as mentioned before, is a safeguard against both these causes of 
injury. 

There are, however, over and above the points mentioned, a great many 
special cases in which the application of lime to soils may serve as a correction, 
or to fit it for special purposes of different kinds. Taking all this into consid- 
eration, the importan'-e to an agricultural State, of an abundant supply even of 
pure lime in an available from, becomes obvious enough. 

444. Difference bdweeii Lime and Marls. — With reference to the large majority 
of the marls of this State, the case assumes yet another aspect, and that of the 
highest importance. They are not merely mixtures of carbonate of lime with 
clay (silicate of alumina), but they contain, besides, con.siderable amounts of 
most or oil the other ingredienLs required by plants, and foremost among these, 
of Potash; also Soda, Magnes a. Phosphoric and Sulphuric Acids. When, 
therefore, we apply these marls to land, we not only stimulate the latter, but we 
add to its ca|)ital stock of fertility ; and in a great many cases, we can thus fully 
replace all the drain of nutritive matter which the increased activity of vegeta!- 
tion may withdraw. We can thus, in fact, sustain the fertility of our soil 
without resorting to any other means than marling, and from lime to time, 
plowing down v, green crop. For, knowing the composition of the crop 
we have raised, and hence being able to calculate precisely how much of the 
mineral nutriment of vegetables has been withdrawn from our field ; knowing 
also, the composition of the marl we may have at our command : we can return 
to the soil all it has lost ; and if we do so conscientiously, the soil will improve 
in the course of time, instead of deteriorating, as is commonly the case. It is 
not to be understood, by this, that this replacement will be made perfectly by 
adding simply the amounts of marl which would be calculated, from the analysis 
made, as corresponding to the loss sustained by the land in cropping ; for only 
a portion of the ingredients obtained in analysis can be considered in an availa- 
ble condition, and we must therefore add a large excess over the calculated 
amount. Yet we are thus enabled to proportion our dressings, in a great degree, 
both to the quantity and quality of the ingredients withdrawn on one side, and 
to be furnished on the other. 

, 445. Different Condition of Ingredients in Soils and Marls. — In comparing 
■"the analyses of some of the rich soils analyzed with those of the marls, it will 
be seen that the former contain morepotash, for instance, than some of the latter, 
which are nevertheless recommended as fertilizers. The question may then be 
asked, why, if it be profitable to apply these marls, it would not be equally so 
to employ those to?7s in a similar manner V 

The reason is, that in most soils the greater part of the nutritive ingredients 
are in a condition in which they are not immediately available to plants, and 
only lecomeso by the long continued action of the atmosphere, or of stimulants; 
whereas the marls usually contain their potash, for instance, in the state of 
greensand grains, which very readily give it up to the roots of plants. Or, in 
the case of clay marls in which greensand is not demonstrably present, the case 
is still the sdme as when we apply a strong dressing of lime to soils rich in 
pota.sh, etc. We thus render available a considerable amount of nutritive 
ingredients, in the course of a few years (11368, fi'.), by the powerful action of 
lime on the undecomposed minerals of the soil. If such is the effect of lime 
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•daring the brief period in which %oe can observe its action, it is clear that in the 
case of marls, where lime has been in action from times immemorial, the greater 
part of the nutritive ingredients must be at once in an available condition. And 
hence it is, that the comparatively small amount of potash and other useful 
ingredients which, besides the lime, a dressing of marl introduces into our soil, 
exercises such a powerful effect ; for the greater part of them is at once ready 
to serve as food for the vegetable economy, as in the case of stable manure. 

446. Limited Duration of the Effects of Marling. — This consideration leads 
us to understand also, the cause of a phenomenon which has caused many 
discussions, and fruitless attempts at explanation, so long as marls were consid- 
ered as owing their efficacy merely to the lime they contain. It was found that 
the period during which the effects of a dressing of marl continued, was much 
more limited than the slight waste of lime from the soil would justify ; analysis, 
moreover, proved an abundant supply of lime still to be present in the soil ; 
and nevertheless it appeared to have lost its efficacy. 

A higher degree of accuracy in chemical analysis, which we have since 
attained, has enabled us to detect in marls forUierly regarded as purely limy, 
■others of the nutritive elements of plants, the presence of which had before 
been overlooked. Their quantities, it is true, are sometimes extremely minute ; 
but not more so than are the respective amounts of the ingredients withdrawn 
from our fields by crops, when divided out over the whole surface and mass of 
the soil ; or those which, when furnished to the soil in the form of stable manure, 
are well known to be eminently effective, because they are in a soluble condition. 

If a dressing of 200 bushels per acre, of marl containing 40 per cent of lime, 
and J^ of a per cent of potash, and the same amount of phosphoric acid, ceases 
to be effective, (and therefore requires to be repeated) in the course of ten years, 
as might be the case in practice ; it is very plain that its want of efficacy cannot 
be attributed to the slight diminution of the lime introduced, by the small 
amount which our crops (cotton or corn) have withdrawn. Not so, however, 
with respect to potash and phosphoric acid ; for in case of heavy cropping, the 
amount of these substances contained in the crops would form a large percentage 
of the whole quantity introduced in the marl, quite sufficient to explain the in- 
efficacy of the latter beyond the period stated. 

447. Cases in point have been very commonly observed in the "Northeastern 
Prairie Region" of our State. Some of the prairie soils . in cultivation contain 
from 5 to 15 per cent, of carbonate of lime ; consequently they are not deficieni; 
in that substance. Yet it is found, that a dressing of the bald prairie marl, or 
Kotten Limestone, sensibly increases their productive capacity for several years 
thereafter — obviously not on account of the increase of the (already very large) 
supply of lime in the soil. The analysis (1[149) teaches us that the Kotten 
Limestone conta;ins, not only Carbonate of Lime, but also, one quarter of a per 
cent. (0.248) of Potash, besides other important ingredients ; which circumstance 
explains, very simply, the cause of the phenomenon observed. 

448. Classification of M aels. — Geologically, the calcareous marls of Missis- 
sippi occupy, in the main, four different positions, viz : 

I. Cretaceous marls, of the northeastern 'portion of the State, including the 
greater portion of the counties of Tippah, Tishomingo, Pontotoc, Itawamba, 
Chickasaw, Monroe, Ocktibbeha, Lowndes, Noxubee and Kemper (irl40 to 146). 
There is a great number of varieties of these marls, but they may on the whole 
be distinguished into three classes, namely : 

449. a. Qreensand marls of the upper cretaceous formation or Eipley Group, 
(128, ff.), occurring in Tippah, Pontotoc and N. Chickasaw, between the prairies 
proper and the Post Oak Platwoods ( IT 143 to 146). They are generally of a sandy 
character, sometimes largely mixed with scales of mica (popularly termed 
isinglass), and of a bluish or greenish-gray tint. The earthy and loose varieties, 
which are easily worked with the spade or mattock, contain from 10 to 20, on 

. an average, 15 per cent, of carbonate of lime, and form one half to one per cent. 
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of potash, owing to grains of gi-eensand scattered through the mass. Such are 
the marls at Ruckersville, at Braddock's, at Ripley, and at Col. M. Berry's ; also 
on Dry Creek, and on the B. fork of the Hatchie, in Tippah ; those cropping out. 
on the banks of King's Creek, Okonatyhatchie, and on the western slope of the 
Pontotoc Ridge generally, down to its termination in Chickasaw county, between 
the heads of the Houlka and Chuckatonche (1114:4:). Near their western limit, 
skirting the Platwoods, they are often associated with (usually overlaid by) 
ledges of sandy limestone, which at times appears compact and solid, and then 
furnishes good lime for building purpo.ses ^iflSl) ; at others, being unequally 
impregnated with lime in its different portions, assumes the character of "bored" 
or "horsebone" limestone. Like the marls, this limestone is often very rich in 
greensand grains (Ifl53). It is a soft variety of this limestone, frequently 
associated with a heavy, gi'ay, clay marl, which forms the bald hilltops on the 
Pontotoc Ridge. 

450. c. Clay mads of the Rotten Limestone character and age, (iTlil) ; 
passing into the Rotten Limestone by insensible gradations, and containing from 
20 to 85 per cent, of carbonate of lime. Their admixture consists prevalently 
of day, instead of sand, as in those before described. 

On an average they are poorer in potash than the greensand marls, although 
the Houston marl still contains near ^ of a per cent (11141) ; while the 
Okalona Rotten Limestone contains only one quarter of a per cent. (TI149). 
The marls of Tishomingo and western Itawamba (at Richmond, and on Old 
Town Creek) ; and that of Chiwapa, Coonewaand Tallabinela Creeks, in eastern 
Pontotoc, belong to this class. 

451. c. Qremish sands, very micaceous, of the lower Rotten Limestone (or 
Tombigbee Sand) age (irliO), occurring in Monroe and Lowndes counties, on 
the Tombigbee and some of its western tributaries. Thus at Aberdeen (ifUS), 
Barton (11107), Waverley, Plymouth Bluff, and Columbus (11114). — Of these 
materials, only one specimen has as yet been analyzed, viz : that from Waverley 
Bluff, which gives only between two and three per cent, of carbonate of lime, 
and a very small amount of potash (irl40) ; so that its use as a manure would 
hardly pay for the hauling. The material occurring at Plymouth and Barton 
Bluffs, however, is evidently richer in lime, and may prove valuable. 

452. II. Marinei^riisxy marls, occupying a belt extending across the State in a 
W. N. W. direction, from the Mississippi, at Vioksburg, to the Alabama line ; 
represented, on the map, by the several shades of blue, and bluish-gray. These 
marls are scarcely less various in their character than those of the cretaceous 
formation, to which they bear a great general resemblance. The tertiary 
greensand marls are on the whole distinguishable at once by the want of mica, 
from those of a similar general aspect derived from the northeastern or cretaceous 
marl region ; while the white tertiary marls, corresponding in aspect to the 
Rotten Limestone, are distinguished by their granular or crystalline texture, 
and their yellowish (instead of bluish) tint when freshly dug. 

They are on an average richer in lime and potash than those of the first class, 
containing from 50 to 95 per cent, of carbonate of lime, from % to \% (as far as 
known) per cent, of potash, from 1 to 3 per cent, of magnesia, and ^4 to % per 
cent, of phosphoric acid. 

453. Qreensand marls occur more or less in all of the three stages of the 
marine Tertiary (see Geological Report, 11277). 

Almost always, however, they are accompanied by the white marls, and cannot- 
therefore be as distinctly circumscribed in their limits as in the case of the 
cretaceous formation. They are generally rather sandy, as compared with tin 
white mnrls ; some of which, as those of M.adison and N. Hinds counties, are 
very clayey, with but a slight admixture of sand ; in other cases (as near 
Brandon, i[285 ; in S. Jasper, and N. Wayne, 11294), are almost entirely 
composed of granular carbonate of lime, often passing imperceptibly into hard 
limestone ; and at other times, as imperceptibly into greensand marls, e. g. at 
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Vicksburg (Tr220, 278), Byram Station (•i280), Falling Creek (11218, 290), and 
numerous other localities. 

454. As in the case of the cretaceous marls, the green and hlue marls of the 
Tertiary are, as a general thing, richer in potash and poorer in lime, than the 
white marls. The former are therefore to be considered rather more in the 
light of true m-inures, the latter, rather as stimulants. None of them, however, 
are entirely void of potash ; the white marls of Kankin and Hinds counties 
average from two-tenths to five-tenths of a per cent, while the greensand marls 
usually range between ^ and l^^ per cent, of the same substance.* (For 
analyses of these marls, see Geological Report, 1i 278, 280, 282, 283, 285, 202). 
As for the yellowish-white or gray clay marls of Madison and N. Hinds, such as 
are common on the road from Jackson to Canton (Tf 281), no complete analyses 
showing their character and quality have as yet been made (for partial analyses 
see 11283). There is.no doubt, however, that if judiciously selected, they will 
be of great .service on the yellow loam lands of the counties mentioned. 

455 III. Clmj Marls of the upper, fresh-{or brackish-') loater Tertiary, or Grand 
Gulf Group (11230, ff.) of South Mississippi. They are found interspersed in 
patches, sometimes of very limited extent, in the beds of gray, green and blue 
clays which occur, alternating with sandstone ledges in the whole region S. of 
that which furnishes the mirls de.scribed under No. 2 ; or south of a scolloped 
line extending from Grand Gulf, via Clinton, Brandon and Raleigh to Winches- 
ter, in Wayne county, and thence into Alabama (see map, and ir'i96 to 302). 

The miterials of this formation appear to be very generally rich both in 
Magnesia and Potash (112311, although the eye cannot detect in them any 
grains of greensand. The analyses thus far made (11296, 300, 302) .show from 
one to two per cent, of Magnesia, seven-tenths to one-fourth per cent, of Potash ; 
and from 1)4 to 22 per cent, of Carbonate of Lime ; not, however, any large 
amount of Phosphoric and Sulphuric acids. Their most usual character is that 
of heavy, gray or bluish clays, which, when rich in lime, contain irregular veins, 
nests or layers of white calcareous concretions, which when wet, are sometimes 
quite soft and friable ; but so far as my observations reach, contain traces only 
of fossils — no distinct shells, as do the marls of the other formations. 

There occur also, in this formation, materials not sufficiently calcareous to 
claim the name of mirls proper, yet still likely to prove useful as fertilizers 
when conveniently situated. Concerning these, as well as the localities of 
occurrence of the clay marls mentioned, see Geological Report. 11295, 203. 

456. The deposits of disintegrated shells imbedded in black clay, sometimes 
found on the streams of the Coast (11248, 249), have not as yet been saticfactj 
rily examined. Particulars concerning them will be found in the place above 
referred to, as well as under the head of the Sea-Coast Counties. 

457. IV. Fresh water marls, of more modern age than the Tertiary. 
Among these may be classed the calcareous silt or loam which forms the main 

body of the hills of the Southern River Counties ; and under the latter head will 
be found an analysis, as well as a full discussion of the merits of this material. 

Limited deposits of a character not unlike the above, are sometimes found in 
the sites of lakes in the Mississippi bottom, as described by Prof. WaileS (First 
Report, p. 231), under the head of " Lake Marl." Being unacquainted with the 
mode and extent of occurrence, as well as with the composition of this material, 
I have nothing to add to what is said in the passage referred to. 

458. Marling. — As to the mode of applying the marls just described, little 
need be added to the general rules already given (see also under the head of 
Agricultural Chemistry, what is said concerning the use of lime, 1868, if.) 



*It may be necessary in this connection to call attention to the fact that the 
analyses of New .Jersey greensand, which show it to contain ten per cent, of 
potash (as is frequently quoted), refer, not to the whole, average mass of materi- 
als which is used in practice, but to \hQ picked, pure grains of greensand proper 
(glauconite). 
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They ought to be scattered broadcast, as a general iroprovement of the land, not 
in the drill ; and whenever practicable, they ought be to used in conjunction with 
vegetable matter. 

The very precept of broadcast scattering, necessarily involves the condition, 
that the material should be in a certain state of comminution ; not in blocks or 
lumps, such as it may form immediately after digging from the pit. In most 
cases, exposure to a few rains with dry spells intervening, will cause the 
material to crumble sufficiently for all purpo.ses. It is only the white marls of 
the Tertiary, which sometimes resist this treatment, and require to be pounded — 
which is rarely, however, an operation of any difficulty. Generally, the marl 
may be hauled to the field as it comes from the pit ; being thrown from the 
carts in small piles, it will be in a favorable condition to be acted on by the 
weather, especially in winter ; it may then be scattered, and turned under by 
the first plowing, in spring. 

459. With most of the hluisJi marls, this preliminary exposure becomes a 
matter of great importance, and olten of necessity, on account of their fre- 
quently containing small amounts of iron pyrites. This mineral, by the action 
of the atmosphere, is transformed into green vitriol or copperas (11258), and as 
such, would, for the time being, prove highly noxious to plants — causing ''dead 
spots" wherever a crystal or lump of the mineral thus decays. In the presence 
of a plentiful supply of lime (with due access of air), however, the copperas 
would be rapidly transformed into gypsum or plaster, and inert peroxide of iron ; 
thus adding a useful ingredient to the components of the mail. This renders 
the previous exposure or weathering of the marls, doubly important. 

4601 As to the qiiaiHity of marl to be used, so much depends on circum- 
stances, that it is difficult to give any general rules in regard to it. On heavy 
clay lands, and such as contain a large supply of vegetable matter, " over- 
dressing" will not readily come to pass. Dressings of 300 bushels per acre, of 
marls containing 40 per cent of carbonate of lime (and proportionally less of 
those containing a higher percentage) are quoted by Mr. Ruffin, in his "Essay 
on Calcareous Manures," as being unoljectionable on soils moderately heavy, 
while on very heavy land, dressings of 500 to GOO bushels was no overdose. 
"Within these limits, a little more or less, the duration of the eflect of marling 
will he approximately proportionate to the quantity emploj'ed. That is to say, 
if the perceptible etiect of a dressing of 300 bushels will last fifteen years, that 
of one hundred will last about five. This, of course, is only very approxi- 
mately true ; in the example just quoted, for instance, the effect of the 100 
bushels would not be quite as prominent at any time, as that of the 300, and 
would, therefore, he likely to last longer in proportion. — Every individual must 
judge for himself, whether it is more profitable (or him to apply a heavy dressing 
at once, or lighter dressings in more rapid succession. 

4602 Overdressing with Marl — On sandy lands, poor in vegetable matter, 
overdressing happens more easily, and must be guarded against. If at all 
practicable, the marls ought to be composted, or at kast applied conjointly with, 
vegetable matter of some kind ; most conveniently, in many cases, by being 
turned under with green crops. 

The effects on a corn crop, of overdressing with calcareous marls, is described 
by Mr. Ruffin to consist in thp paling, yellowing and final drying up, of the 
young plant, during the months of May and June; a phenomenon very similar, 
apparently, to what we see in the "salty spot.'~" of Hinds and Rankin counties. 

Stable manure, or decaying vegetable matter, is stated by him to be an 
effectual remedy ; even as, if applied from the outset, it is a certain preventive.* 

*As it would not come within the province of the present Report, to give this 
subject a discussion as special as might be desirable and proper in the Final 
Report, I would refer those who intend to practice marling on a large scale, to 
the work of Mr. Ruffin, above quoted, which contains a vast amount of useful 
practical rules and information on this subject. 



1461, 462, 463, 404] maeling— stable manure. 235 

461. Effects of Marling on Health — Disinfecting Action. — Over and above 
the favorable effects of liming or marling on the productiveness of soils, another 
important result is often experienced in districts vrhere marling has been 
practiced on the large scale, viz : the improvement of the general healt i of the 
region, especially where the soils were acid and ill drained. This effect on the 
large scale may be understood in some measure, when we recollect the disin- 
fecting and deodorizing powers possessed by burnt lime-^frequently used for that 

purpose in sewers, cesspools, hospitals, etc. The effect m this respect, of marls, 
or carbonate of lime, is, of course, less energetic than that of burnt lime, but it 
exists none the less, and the general use of our marls for these purposes, would 
not be among the least benefits conferred by them on the population. 

With these materials at hand, there is little excuse for pestiferous privies, and 
offensive offal or manure. If the addition of lime or marl cannot in all cases 
obviate offensive odors, it can at least deprive them of their most noxious 
components ; while in the case of manure piles, the value of the material is 
greatly enhanced by the addition of calcareous materials (see below). 

462. Qgpseous Marls. — This class^of marls, which contains the sulphate of 
lime instead of the carbonate, or sometimes both, is of frequent occurrence in 
some parts of the southern marl region, and is found, more or less, from the 
northern line of that region to within a few miles of the se^-coast. Kotwith- 
standing this large range of oc.-urrenoe, however, the amount of available 
gypseous marls found in the State is much smaller than thatof the "calcareous" 
cla.ss. Not only are its deposits more limited, but the beds frequently consist 
of heavy, gray clays, with only liere and there a large lump of gypsum ; so that 
it would be equally impracticable to make use of the gypsum without, as with 
the accompanying matrix of inert clay. Specialities concerning some of these 
marls will be found in the places refiBrred to in TTSOS^ , as well as in the 
Special Part, under the head of the " Central Prairie Region." 

In general, the same rules which apply to the use of gypsum, as a manure, 
will hold true in the case of gypseous marls ; unless indeed, analysis should 
show them to contain other ingredients wfiich could essentially modify their 
action. 

463. Stable Manure — Composting. — All the manures heretofore dis- 
cussed, are more or less paHial in their action ; supplying only one, or a few, of 
the necessary constituents of a good soil, or stimulating it into a temporary 
increase of productiveness. The manure of manures, which by itself alone 
supplies all the ingredients necessary to insure permanent and active fertility, is 
that derived from the excrements, both solid and fluid, of animals, which, in its 
usual mixture with straw or other materials which may have been used as 
litter, is known as stable, barnyard, or farmyard manure ; and the same holds 
good, in a still higher degree, of night-soil and the preparations derived from it, 
such as poudrette. 

464. The pre-eminence of stable manure in this respect cannot be surprising, 
when we consider its origin, in connection with the principles laid down in the 
preceding pages. The solid excrements carry with them the greater portion of 
the mineral matters contained in the food of the animal ; and such parts of 
these as have been temporarily retained by the animal system, at last pass off 
likewise in the urine, in the regular course of the change of substance, which is 
constantly taking place in the animal economy. All the food consumed by 
animals, is derived, directly or indirectly, from plants ; in the excrements of 
animals, therefore, we must find the indestructible matter which, having been 
originally derived from the soil, will renew its fertility when returned to it ; 
particularly when connected, as in this case, with abundance of ammoniacal salts 
(formed by the decay of animal matter), and vegetable matter which has passed 
through the body without essential change. The mineral ingredients of stable 
manure, as a general thing, are in an easily soluble, highly available condition, 
and all the facilities required for their rapid transfer to the vegetable organism, 
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are afforded by the ainmopiacal salts and the carbonic acid formed in the decay 
of the animal and vegetable matter which this material contains. 

465. Preservation of Stable Manure. — In collecting and preserving stable- 
manure, for agricultural purposes, it is of the last importance to keep in mind 
the circumstances last mentioned. The important mineral ingredients being in 
a soluble condition, it is obvious that tlie fluid drainings from the stable may 
contain the most valuable portion of the manure ; and unless proper care be 
taken to prevent their wasting, the effective value of the manure pile will be 
greatly lessened. Again, if we allow the decay of the animal and vegetable 
("organic") matter to proceed, without taking care to retain the volatile products 
of this process (among which, carbonate of ammonia is the most prominent), 
we shall also suffer a serious loss. 

There is a number of ways and means by which the loss of these ingredients 
can be prevented, or at least, greatly reduced. In the stable itself, an abundance 
of litter, and a solid, compact floor, which will not allow water to percolate ; so 
long at least as the manure is not allowed to accumulate too much, but is 
regularly removed, from time to time, to the manure pile. If no good absorbent 
litter can be obtained, the fluid drainings from the stable ought to bei30 directed 
as to be received by the manure pile. 

466. Litter acts not only as a mechanical absorbent, like a sponge, but in its 
decay it forms huraus, which, as we have seen, is powerfully retentive both of 
ammonia and of the nutritive mineral ingredients. Its decay, however, is not 
usually as rapid as that of the animal matter, which furnishes the greater portion 
of the ammonia ; and hence, unless something moie rapidly active is supplied 
to the manure pile, we run the risk of losing a great portion of the ammonia 
formed. The retention of these volatile ingredients, as well as of those soluble 
in water, is one of the chief objects of composting. By this process, we at the 
same time, attempt to increase the supply of nutritive ingredients, and to favor 
decomposition. 

If we recall to mind what has been said above (11378, 425) concerning the 
retentive power of humus, and of clays, a number of materials useful for these 
purposes will at once suggest themselves to the thinking agriculturist ; who 
will have to select among such as may be at his command, those most suitable 
to the attainment of his object, always keeping in view the employment of such 
a material as will serve several purposes at one and the same time. 

4C7. Marsh, swamp, or pond muck, and also decayed wood, are materials 
very commonly accessible in all parts of the State. These supply, not only 
humus, but also valuable mineral ingredients. 

In the regions in which lignite beds prevail (ir252, ff.), materials useful for 
composting may frequently be found in the dark colored lignitic clays, which 
crumble and pulverize very readily under the influence of the atmosphere ; and 
also, in the lignites themselves. Besides the organic matter, these clays often 
contain notable amounts of potash and other useful substances. In the Pine 
regions of the south, pine-hollow muck, which is even now used as a manure 
by itself, will be found useful ; and in the same regions, the green and blue clays 
of the upper Tertiary, which are often rich in potash, lime and magnesia (1T455), 
can frequently be used to advantage. Each one must judge for himself however, 
as to which material suits best his particular case. It must be recollected, that 
the addition of clays, and the like, materia.ly increases the weight, and, there- 
fore, the expense of haaling, of stable mmure ; for which reason the excessive 
aiinixture of any inert clay, mereli/ for the sake of preventing; waste from the 
pile, must be avoided In this respect, mack is much less objectionable. 

468. Use of Marls in Composting. — Few substances can be better suited to 
the purposes of composting, than the calcareous, and no less the gypseous marls, 
before described ; and for tuis purpose, the clayey (in contradistinction to the 
sandy) varieties of both ought to be selected by prelerence. 

The mode of action of gypsum in fixing the ammonia of the atmosphere, has 
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already been referred to (IT 436) ; and its effects, ^hen used as a composting 
material, are equally favorable. In many cases where the direct application of 
gypsum to land is too expensive in proportion to the effects produced, it may be 
made to pay exceedingly well, when used as a composting material — not only 
(not in excessive quantity) with stable manure, but also with cotionseed, that 
peculiarly southern fertilizer. It has been observed by agriculturists, that 
decayed or " rotted" cotton.seed is much inferior in value as a manure, to the 
same material when applied in the fresh state. The odor evolved by cottonseed 
when decaying, leaves little doubt as to the cause of this deterioration : a great 
deal of ammonia escapes into the air, leaving behind only the mineral ingredients 
with some humus. These, in the abtence of ammonia, act much more slowly, 
and do not, therelore, produce so obvious an effect upon one and the same crop, 
as the fresh seed would have done while decaying in close contact with the 
living plant. By a proper intermixture of the seed with some plaster, when 
piled up for preservation as a manure, the ammonia may be retained, and the 
effective value of the material essentially increased. 

469. With respect to the use of lime or its carbonate in composting stable 
manure, it is true that on chemical grounds its use has been discouraged, on 
account of its property of so decomposing the salts of ammonia, as to allow the 
latter substance to escape into the atmosphere. While this is strictly true of an 
excess of lime, which effectually expels all the ammonia not combined with 
humus, later experiments have shown that a certain moderate amount of lime 
added to stable manure, favors the retention of these volatile ingredients, while 
at the same time it hastens essentially the decomposition of vegetable matter. 
But in the case of our calcareous marls, the favorable action is exercised not 
only by the marl on the stable manure, but aLso vice versa, by the decaying 
manure on the alkaline ingre.lients of the marl, which are rendered more soluble, 
and, therefore, more rapidly available to plants, by the combined action of 
carbonic acid and ammonia. Thus these fertilizers mutually improve each other, 
and a collateral advantage is gained by the deodorizing effects of the calcareous 
material. The simultaneous addition of vegetable matters already decayed, 
such as swamp or marsh muck, is particularly advantageous in this case, as it 
will more effectually prevent the escape of ammonia ; even if in some parts of 
the pile so much lime should have been accidently accumulated as to expel the 
ammoniacal gas. 

470. Saperpliospate of Lime, whereVer it can be had cheaply, is a highly 
■valuable addition to the manure pile, being most effectually retentive of ammonia ; 
it may thus be made to subserve another purpose, besides supplying its 
important nutritive ingredients to the soil (11433). It ought not, however, to be 
ased conjointly with lime or calcareous marls, which would re-convert it into 
bone-ash, from which it was originally manufactured. The chief advantage pos- 
.sessed by the superphospate over ground bones, is its greater solubility ; which 
is lost when it is brought in contact with lime, either pure or as carbonate. 
There is not, however, any objection to using it conjointly with gypsum or 
plaster, or marls containing the same. 

471. Ashes. — Among the offal frequently available to American agriculturists, 
and which may be profitably used as an addition to the manure pile, ashes of 
all kinds, both leached and unleached, occupy a prominent place in point of 
usefulness. In leached ashes, lime, magnesia and phosphoric acid, together with 
a small amount of potash and soda still remaining, are the important ingredients ; 
in the unleached material, a large amount of potash, and some soda, with chlorine 
and sulphuric acid, are superadded to the above. The ashes of different woods 
are of different value in this respect as well as in regard to soap-manu(acture. 
The ash of the Po-ft Oak. for instance, is very poor in potash, while that of the 
Black Jack Oak is selected "or the purpose of soap-making, as Is that of the pine 
burrs. The agricultural value of these ashe^ is quite as variable. 

472. Fresh and Rotted Manure. — The' question is frequently asked, whether 
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fresh or rotted manure be the most efficaceous, and whether it be more profita- 
ble to allow il to complete its fermentation in the pile, or to transfer it to the soil 
as rapidly as possible ? 

In this general form the question is unanswerable, inasmuch as according to 
circumstances, either the one or the other alternative may be advisable. 

473. If our arrangements are such as not to permit the escape of any useful 
ingredients from the manure pile ; if we prevent the loss of either fluid drainings 
or ammoniacal gases, by some of the means just described ; then, as a general 
thing, itis well to ;illow the decomposition to advance considerably, since we 
can control the process better in the manure pile than in the field, where drouth, 
excessive wet, or exposure on the surface of the ground, may stop the progress of 
decomposition entirely, thus preventing the ingredients from becoming rapidly 
available as vegetable nourishmen . The manure pile ought to be kept moist, 
but not excessively wet ; it ought, therefore, if possible, to be sheltered partially 
at least, from both the sun and the rain ; and similarly, when manure has once 
been hauled to the field, it ought to be put underground as soon as practicable. 

474. In the fermentation of manure, a great deal both of its weight and bulk is 
lost; it becomes more concentrated as it were, i e., its percentage amount of 
mineral ingredients increases. If, therefore, we were to buy manure, it would 
generally be preferable to buy the rotted rather than the fresh. When we make 
it ourselves, the distance to which it must be hauled often requires to be taken 
into consideration, and we may find it profitable to let decomposition advance 
further than we should otherwise have chosen to do, in order to diminish its 
weight and bulk and the consequent expense of hauling. So also, the kind of 
crop for which it is intended, and the season of the year at which it is to be 
applied, requires consideration. If intended for crops requiring, or able to bear, 
the powerful stimulus of fermenting manure (as for instance, corn or pumpkins) 
the immediate effect will not be as great, if we allow the fermentation to be 
completed ; and the manure should, therefore, be used, if possible, in an early 
stage of decomposition. Such manure, however, unless used with great care and 
judgment, will often " burn up" cotton, as does cottonseed when applied in large 
quantities, immediately to the roots of the young plant ; which ought, therefore, 
to receive by preference, such manure in which the violence of fermentation has 
subsided. 

a METHOD OP CULTURE. 

475. In the preceding pages, the ways and means by which, in particular 
cases, land may be rendered capable ol producing profitable crops, have been 
discussed, with particular reference to the resources of this Statd. It remains, 
before pissing to the special description, to say a few words in regard to the 
general plan of culture on which all special operations ought to be based — 
modified more or less by local circumstances, yet still the same, essentially, all 
the world over. 

4761 Bobbins the Soil. — Experience has shown, that we cannot, under any 
circumstances, or under any system of rotation whatsoever, continue to raise 
useful crops on any land for a length of time, unless we return to it in the shape 
of manure, a part at least of the ingredients which the crops have abstracted 
from it. This is a truth so anciently, and apparently so well known, that it would 
seem superfiuous to re*iterate it. Yet in my travels through the State, I have 
found many, and otherwise very intelligent persons, in whom the extraordinary 
fertility of their soil had induced the conviction, that some soils, at least, were 
inexhaustible ; and that by diligent search (usually by moving westward) they 
might find a place on which they and their children might live without ever 
troubling themselves about manure. I have met many who, when informed of 
the general object of the Agricultural Survey, expected that such an examination 
of their soils should reveal to them a talisman, or some mystic formula, by which, 
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without trouble, they might regenerate their soil and raise a bale of cotton per 
acre, as of old. And when they discovered that instead, it would be necessary 
to haul to their fields and scatter over them, a marl occurring in a bluif outside of 
their fence, or to apply to them manures thus far carelessly thrown aside : would 
turn up their noses in contempt of such old-fashioned, commonplace advice, and • 
perhaps remark that whenever their cultivated land gave out there was plenty 
more to be had ; and as for minuring, itwis too troublesome and would never pay. 
476* While I am far from attributing sentimenis like these to the majority, or 
even to any large part of the planters of Mississippi, I have not so rarely met 
with opinions like the above, but that I might hope to do some good by assuring 
and if possible, convincing persons holding them, that to entertain the hope of any 
soil remaining productive forever, or even for any considerable length of time, 
without manure, is utterly futile ; that we cannot anywhere in physical nature 
produce a useful effect without a corresponding waste of power and material, 
which must at some time be recruited or replaced, ii the effect is to continue ; 
and that, if their land happens to be of such a quality that it can do without 
manure in t!ieir lifetime, their children surely will have to resort to that expedient, 
and will be taxed the more severely by the task of renovating the soil, the mi re 
recklessly it has been drafted upon by the parents. And be it rememljered, that 
the burden thus imposed upon posterity (and not a far distant one either) is quite 
out of proportion with the temporary advantage the present generation may 
derive from it ; that in practicing a system of robbing the soil, we wantonly keep 
them from the enjoyment of what does not afford us any corresponding advantage, 
and what would have been theirs, had we not shirked the burden, and declined 
bearing our just share of the sentence imposed upon all mankind — that they 
sha I eat their bread in the sweat of their face. 

477. Imminence of Exhaustion. — It is not necessary, however, in all, or even 
in the majority of cases, to take this high moral stand-point, respecting the 
necessity of economizing the powers of the soil. So far from this, even the 
present generation is rife with complaints about the exhaustion of soils — in a 
region which, thirty years ago, had but just received the first scratch of ihe 
pljw-share ! In some parts of the State, the deserted homesteads and fields of 
Broom-sedge, lone groves of Peach and China trees by the roadside, amid a 
young growth of forest trees, might well remind the traveler of the descriptions 
given of the aspect of Europe after the Thirty Years War. And true enough, 
here, too, there has been melancholy waste of precious resources ; the soil has 
been effectually stripped of all that was readily accessible ; its hidden treasures, 
which a little judicious management would readily have coaxed out of it, have 
Iseen allowed to run to waste. Even now, the rich prairies, the garden-spots of 
Mississippi, are giving out under the operation of the same pernicious system ; 
lands which, six yeais ago, could not have been bought at thirty dollars per acre, 
are now offered at ten. It is a peculiarity of the calcareous prairie soil, that it 
gives out all at once, with little warning ; and whenever it does give out, it is 
among the most difficult to renovate. 

478. I do not mean to say, that the early settlers could or should, under the 
circumstances which surrounded them, have pursued a different course, and 
commenced, at once, a regular system of agriculture. But for the roving dispo- 
sition of these hardy pioneers of civilization, who will not stay to take any 
trouble with a " tired " soil, the " Par West " would still be a wilderness. But 
what was justifiable in them, is no longer so with their successors. As mem- 
bers of a christian commonwealth, it is their right to use, but not to abuse, the 
inheritance which is theirs, and to hand it down to their children as a blessing, 
not as a barren, inert incubus, wherewith to drudge through life, as a penalty for 
their fathers' wastefulness. 

479. Exhaustive Culture Irrational. — Wh?n we see a capitalist expending 
every year, not only the interest on his money, but a part of the capital also, we 
can calculate with certainty how long it will be before that man becomes a beg- 
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gar ; and all unite in blaming him as foolish and improTident. Now, the cap- 
ital of the agriculturist is the fertility of his soil, of which he ought to use the 
interest, but without seriously diminishing the principal The power possessed 
by the nutritive ingredients of the soil, of assim)lating from the atmosphere, 
under the influence of vegetable life, the constituents which iorm the main bulk 
ofagrioultural products (361), is like the interest-bearing power, so to speak, of 
invested capital. And the simile holds good even so far that, if we add or 
return to the soil, yearly, what we hove drawn from it in the shape of crops, the 
amount of available, interest-bearing capital Mcr^o^es. 

For what we retarn in manure, is in an available condition; a d besides this, 
the action of the atmosphere continually renders available an additional supply 
from the undecomposed minerals of the soil. Land thus treated, therefore, con- 
tinually improves by culture, and will always yield full crops. 

Obedience to the maxim just quoted is the conditio sine qua non of sustaining 
the fertility of a soil in the literal sense, i. e , of rendering it equally and evenly 
productive (or all time to come. 

4S0. Gii'tlvatinj too much L-ind. — There is another very general rule which 
applies everywhere, and is sinned against, very generally, throughout the West, 
Tiz : that it is more profitable to keep a small tract of land in a high state of 
cultivation and productivenes.'?, even by the aid of artificial manures, than to 
raise indifferent crops on a large area ; even though the aggregate amount of the 
crops should be the same in both cases. 

The truth of this maxim is so easily demonstrated, that the departure from 
it in practice, which is so very common, can be explained only on the basis of 
the difficulties which lie in way of the introduction of any change of habit, 
however salutary. 

481. The labor of culture is the same for equal areas of land, whether rich or 
poor ; and the cost of production ol' a bale of cotton on land which produces 
only Imlf a hale per acre, is nearly or quite twice as great as in the case of land 
which produces a 6aZe on the same area; the profits, of course, being proportion- 
ally diminished. If therefore, we can double the production of "half-bale-land" 
by the employment of half of the force which was needed to cultivate the 
unimproved land, in the improvement of the soil (by deep plowing, preparing 
and hauling manure, etc.) ; we shall certainly lose nothing, even if we abstract 
from the improvement of the staple, and consequent higher market value of the 
product, when raised on a more generous soil. In the overwhelming majority of 
cases, however, it will be found in practice that far less than one half of the force 
of a plantation, will be sufficient to bring about, and sustain, the improvement in 
question, in tde case assumed above; and the same holds true, more or le.ss, in all 
analogous cases ; the result being that in planting lands in a high state of cultiva- 
tion, we can produce more, and a better quality of crops, than we possibly can by 
the employment of the same force on poor or indifferent soils, no matter how large 
their area. The inferiority of the quality of crops raised on poor lands, is not 
often taken into consideration, even by those who watch most anxiously the 
smallest fluctuation in the average prices of cotton ; when the same amount of 
anxiety and attention, if bestowed on the ctdtivation of the staple, might have 
increased its intrinsic value per pound, not by eighths, but by as many entire cents. 

KETORATION OP EXHAUSTED SOILS : AND MAINTENANCE OP FERTILITY. 

482. We shall now inquire how far the various methods at present employed 
of improving land, fulfil the conditions previously referred to. 

1. ROTATION OF CROPS. 

483. What is the rationale of the efflcaiy of rotation of crops, has been pre- 
viously stated CTf393, ff.). One and the same plant repeatedly grown on the 
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same soil, will so diminish the available quantity some ingredients, that for the 
same plant there is not, henceforth, an adequate supply of these ; while yet there 
may be enough left of these same ingredients to supply a crop of another plant, 
which requires them in smaller quantities and different proportions. The same 
may happen with the second crop ; while still, a third one, different in its 
nature, may succeed well. Finally the atmospheric influences may, during 
the several years that the soil has been occupied by different crops, have restored 
productiveness for the first crop of the series ; which series may thus be repeated 
many times over. 

484:1 But not ad infinitum. The time during which any system of rotation 
■can be successful, hy itsdf alone, depends altogether upon the native resources 
of the soil ; the hest wiU at length become exhausted. The great advantage of a 
judicious system of rotation, however, consists in this: that while we do 
exhaust the soil, we do so to the hest advantage, extracting from it all that is 
really nutritive ; whereas, if we exhaust it b/ continual repetition of one and 
the same crop, the land becomes sterile while still containing a large, perhaps 
the greatest part of its nutritive ingredients, but in proportions unsuitable to 
any useful crop. Dotation may, therefore, double, triple, quintuple the duration 
of land, as compared with that which uniform cropping allows to it. The 
latter method is really, therefore, a wanton spoiling of the soil, and a sin against 
our children, if not ourselves. 

4842 There is still another effect exercised by some crops, such as clover 
for instance, viz : that their deep roots draw up, as it were, the nutrive ingredi- 
ents of the iuftsoil, so that when the clover is afterwards turned under by the 
plow, a real addition is made to the fertility of the surface soil. This process, 
therefore, is somewhat of the same effect as subsoiling, or turning up the sub- 
soil ; with this difference, however, that the ingredients yielded to the soil by 
the clover are in an available condition, while the subsoil, when turned up itself, 
requires the action of the atmosphere, or of stimulants, before it will produce. 

485. At the North, where farming rather than planting is the system of 
agriculture, a great variety of successive crops is open to the farmer, and rota- 
tion may be made very perfect. In the South, on the contrary, the one great 
^object is, or has been, to raise the one staple, Cotton. Of late years, the dis- 
advantage of importing all our provisions Irom other States having become too 
manifest, corn has been planted more plentifully. Beyond these, field-peas,, 
oats and sweet potatoes, with some wheat, completes the list of crops which it 
is usual to plant on the large scale in Mississippi. Kor do we often find on the 
large scale any other regular rotation than between corn and cotton ; to which 
wheat and oats are now coming to be more and more frequently added. 

486. Order of Rotation. — As for the most proper order of succession of these 
several crops (Tr394), the analyses we possess of the two principal ones are still too 
few and defective to allow of settling the question definitely apriori. It is my 
intention to investigate this point particularly in the course of the Agricultural 
Survey ; not only with reference to the (now) principal crops, but also all others 
which are of any serious importance to Mississippi agriculture, and which have 
not thus far been satisfactorily investigated. 

487. Rotation in Manured Lands — It is not, of course, in unmanured lands 
only that rotation is profitable in practice. It helps us, also, to use up, as it 
were, the whole of our manure. Itwould be a mere matter of accident, if any 
manure we apply should happen to be completely consumed by one crop. The 
quantity we have applied may not be capable of supplying more than one crop 
■of one and the same hind with its proper food; but it may be abundantly able 
to cause several other different kinds of crops to thrive, before it is all consumed. 

488. Rotation not Intrinsically Desirable. — Important and beneficial as rota- 
tion is in practice, it is, nevertheless, an unpleasant necessity in ^.planting 
commonwealth, whose interest it is to produce year after year on the same land, 
the same staple products. We ought, therefore, to use all the means in our 
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power to obviate its necessity ; and here again we must work by the rule 
already pointed out : return to the soil every year, what has been taken from it 
by the crops. 

489. To ascertain this item precisely, wo must have analyses as a basis for 
our calculation. But, meanwhile, a great deal may be done by simply taking 
care not to withdraw from the soil, by cropping, anything more than what is 
strictly necessary. Let no part of the crop that is not very profitably convertible 
into currency, be lost to ike land on which it was raised ! 

Every plant, generally speaking, is its own best manure ; nor will it, when 
properly applied, serve as profitably for any other as for itself, i. e., its own 
species. 

490. Exhaustion Caused by Cotton Cropping. — Cotton as a crop, when 
nothing but the lint is actually exported, is one of the least exhausting crops 
known. The amount of mineral ingredients in a four hundred pound bale of 
cotton, is no more than is contained in seven to eight bushels of corn ; less by 
twenty to twenty-flve bushels than it is usual to raise on land which will bring 
a bale of cotton per acre. 

But the matter assumes a different aspect, if we fail to return to the soil the 
seed and the stalk. In this case, according to the analyses we possess of these 
parts of the cotton plant, and their proportion by weight to the lint, the amount 
of mineral ingredients withdrawn from the soil, is fully twice as great as that 
■which is contained in a corresponding crop of corn. Twelve hundred and 
seventy-five pounds of seed cotton (assumed as yielding a four hundred pound 
bale of ginned cotton) contain about forty-two pounds of mineral ingredients; 
of these, four pounds only belong to the lint, and represent, therefore, the neces- 
sary exhaustion of the soil, while thirty-eight pounds belong to the seed. A 
crop of thirty-five bushels of corn (shelled) contains only twenty-five pounds of 
mineral ingredients, so that in the cottonseed alone, we have mineral ingredients 
sufficient for one and a half crops of com. 

491. If, therefore, a soil equally well adapted to corn and cotton, will continue 
to produce remunerative crops of corn for thirty years without rotation or 
manure (as many prairie and bottom lands have been known to do), then its 
productiveness for cotton might reasonably, under the same circumstances, be 
expected to continue for more than a century ; provided always, that the stalk 
and seed be returned to the soil. If, on the contrary, these are allowed to go to 
waste, as is very commonly the case at the present time, the duration of the 
land will be reduced to the same figure, or less, than in the case of corn. 

This comparison is not strictly correct, inasmuch as the ingredients withdrawn 
by corn exist in the latter in different proportions from those we find in cotton 
lint. If, however, we take into account, .severally, the most important ingredi- 
ents of both, the comparison is thereby only rendered more striking. 

492. Manuring with Cottonseed. — In view of the facts just quoted, if it be 
wantonness to exhaust our soil by incessant cotton-cropping, what shall we say 
of allowing to go to waste, annually, hundreds of thousands of bushels of 
COTTONSEED — that part of the cotton crop which contains by far the greater 
portion of all the mineral ingredients withdrawn from the soil ? — It is true that 
in returning the seed, we do not return what the lint has withdrawn ; thus far, 
therefore, the replacement is imperfect. But we cannot have lint wit lout seed ; 
if we obtain the seed, the lint is very likely to be there also. Suj pose that, in 
planting corn, we were aiming merely at obtaining the «7mc'w, whereas the 
stalk and ear were returned to the soil ; is it not palpable that the loss to the 
soil would be quite insignificant as compared with that which it sustains from a 
full crop of ears ? And such, precisely, is the case with cotton. Now, consid- 
ering the small amount of exhaustion which is necessarily consequent upon 
a cotton crop ; is it justifiable that lands like those of Madison and Holmes, and 
the prairies themselves, should already be on the verge of exhaustion ? Is not 
this simple consideration enough to condemn the system of culture which haa 
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brought about these lamentable consequences, and to cause its abandonment ? 

493. So long as cotton is our staple (and " Cotton ia King"), we cannot afford 
to lose a bushel of the seed. "S^y more, we cannot properly afford to apply it 
as a manure, on the large scale, to anything but our cotton crop. If applied to 
our corn, the interest realized will ultimately fall far short of that whicn would 
have been received, had it been applied, in a proper manner, to the cotton-field. 

494 Manner of Applying Cottonseed. — It is commonly stated, that cottonseed 
is a better manure lor corn than for cotton. It is unlikely in the last degree, 
that cotton should form an exception to a rule so well established for other 
crops ; but it is not at all unlikely that the present manner of applying the cotton, - 
peed manure, may be suci as to produce the above result, 'the yuung cotton' 
plant is much less hardy than corn, and the contact with its roots of hot, fey- 
raenting cottonseed, seems to act similarly to an overdose of stable manure in 
other cases. On the other hand, it is well known that if the fermentation or 
decay of cottonseed is allowed to progress very far, or to terminate before the 
seed is used as a manure, the energy of its action is very sensibly lessened. 

495. Probably the best means of avoidrag both inconveniences, would be to 
allow the decay of the cottonseed to take place in the soil itself, on the spot 
where it is intended to exercise its action ; introducing it some weeks or even 
Jaontha previous to the planting of the cotton, so as to allow the violence of the 
fermentation to subside, while the volatile products of the decomposition (which 
are to a great extent lost when the seed ferments in the pile), are completely 
retained by the soil. Let the seed be scattered in a furrow drawn in the mid- 
dle of the future bed, and then covered over deep enough to prevent its ever 
coming in immediate contact with the rootstock of the young plant. The tap- 
root and its fibres will then reach and assimilate the nourishment contained in. 
the seed, at the period when the plant is not only able to bear without injury 
the powerful stimulus, but is must particularly m need of it ; while no injury 
can result to the young seedlings from having "too much of a good thing" thrust 
upon them, before they are able to benr it. Planters who have made use of the 
cottonseed in this, or a similar manner, have borne high testimony to its pecu- 
liarly favorable effect on its parent stock, especially wlien the same policy is 
regularly continued on the same field. 

496. Ebw does Cottonseed Act ? — If we examine or sift the soil of a field 
where cottonseed has been applied as a manure, perhaps 6 or 8 months before, 
we shall find the majority of the seeds entire, protected by the hull, with a 
black, shrunk kernel inside, which still retains the greater portion of the nutri- 
tive mineral ingredients of the seed. The conclusion is inevitable, that the 
action of cottonseed on any crop, during tlie first year, is due chiefly to the 
elimulant action of the carbonic acid and ammonia generated in its fermentation, 
and not to the direct supply of the requisite mineral ingredients. Now, since 
the ammonia and carbonic acid evolved from decaying cottonseed do not in any 
manner differ from the same substances as derived froiyi other sources, there is 
no reason why in this case, the cottonseed manure should act more favorably 
on its parent crop, than on any other. Being essentially, during the first year, 
a mere stimulant, it will of course act most favorably on such crops as are 
particularly in need of stimulants — of which corn is one, since it will grow on 
a dunghill, which cotton will not. But in the second, and succeeding years, 
when tr.e mineral ingredients of the seed have returned to the soil in an available 
condition, the principle that every plant is its own best manure, will undoubted- 
ly be found justified in all cases. 

It has been with respect to the cottonsepd manure question, as with all 
others in practical agriculture ; the unsystematic experiments of one, or of a 
few years, cannot decide them with any degree of certainty. It is to the results 
of a settled policy continued for many years, that we must look for the final 
settlement of questions like these ; and unless, in such experiments, we are 
guided by the principles of scientific research, and bring to bear on the subject- 
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such lights as science may afford : generations upon generations may experiment, 
SIS they have done in Europe — under great disadvantages ; and with no other 
result than the final and disastrous failure of every one of the empirical systems 
successively devised, upon insufScient and partial data. 

497. Feeding Cottonseed. — We cannot afford to feed cottonseed to our cattle, 
unless we keep them at home and collect the manure, to be scrupulously 
returned to the soil from which it is originally derived. For, not only does 
the land lose, with the cottonseed, twice the amount of mineral ingredients 
which a corresponding crop of corn would have withdrawn ; but even in stable 
manure, the differences in the composition of the food from it is derived, are 
continued, and hence the manure of corn-fed cattle is best for corn ; that of 
those eating cottonseed, for cotton. If we apply them to different purposes, 
we shall have used them to less advantage to ourselves. 

498. Cottonseed- Oil Manufacture.— W e cannot afford to sell our cottonseed, 
for a trifle, to the oil-manufacturer, unless we take back at least the oil-cake, 
and if possible the hull also. Tor in a bale of cotton, even the latter, according 
to determinations I have lately made, carries with it twice the amount of 
mineral matter that the lint does ; while in the cake we have a highly concen- 
trated cotton-manure, containing 8}>4per cent of the mineral ingredients required 
for the growth of cotton, and also in a more favorable condition for use as a 
manure, than is the case with the raw cottonseed. When the latter is used, 
not only does the hull (which is slow of decay) interfere greatly with the action 
of the more powerful, and more rapidly decaying kernel, but the oil contained 
in the latter renders its decay sensibly slower than is the case with the oil-cake 
meal, in which but a small amount remains. Persons who have used the latter, 
compare its action, so far as its energy is concerned, to that of guano ; while the 
effect of the cake-meal is much more lasting, and the latter can be obtained at 
one-third of the cost of guano — about $20 per ton. 

499. How can the Manufacture of Cottonseed- Oil he a forded ? — Nothing of 
»ny consequence is lost to the land in the oil, which is not in the agricultural 
sense at least, the "fat of the land," as seems to be supposed by many planters ; 
for it contains only a trifling amount of mineral matter ; and a similar amount 
of sawdust would be of equal or better effect than the oil. It seems on the 
contrary, that planters could profitably afford to let the oil-manufacturer have 
their seed gratuitously, on condition that the cake be returned ; inasmuch as. in 
the latter condition, their cottonseed will not only be more valuable as a manure, 
but also in a more convenient form for feed, if desired as such. The cake may 
be kept, without deterioration, in a dry place, for a great length of time ; and 
as a feed for milch cows it seems to possess the special advantage of imparting 
much less of the peculiar flavor to milk and butter, than is the case when raw 
cottonseed is fed. It would seem as though all these advantages could be 
realized in a manner profitable to all parties, by the establishment of cottonseed- 
oil manufactories in all large cotton-growing neighborhoods, or at least in every 
county ; thus avoiding the expenses of long transportation. 

500. Selling Manure. — European agriculturists consider that any one who 
even sells the manure made on his land, instead of returning it to the soil, is fast 
ruining his estate. 

Even thus, cottonseed is the manure which nature furnishes to the cotton 
planter, without the necessity of passing it through the system of a troublesome 
herd of stock, as is the case in Europe. But for the rest, the same principle 
applies to both, and the cotton planter ought no more to lose, or sell for a trifle, 
his cottonseed, than the European agriculturist should throw away his stable- 
manure. Were the cottonseed-oil manufacture (which has been expanding so 
rapidly of late) to be the means of withdrawing from the cotton-fields their 
legitimate return of the mineral ingredients of the seed, its introduction might, 
I think, be ju.stly qualified as an unmitigated calamity to the South, and to 
every individual plimtcr. For, the income accruing to the country from this 
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manufacture, is grossly disproportionate to the inJAiry, which the withdrawal of 
the life-essence of cotton-planting would inflict upon the prosperity of the whole. 

501. Cottonseed in the Mississippi Bottom. — It is a common practice with 
planters in the Mississippi bottom, with whom cottonseed is a drug, to haul it 
into the bayous, where a part of it is eaten by their hogs, the rest is carried off 
to the Father of Waters, and by him to the Ocean, the groat ultimate receptacle 
of the wasted fertihty of the continents, which pours into it from millions of 
sewers in the great cities. All such is lost to mankind, at least until the bottom 
of the Ocean shall be upheaved and transformed into cultivated fieldg. — Were 
the planters who adhere to the above practice, aware how dear their cottonseed- 
fed pork costs them, or will have cost their children, and how hxtt^vlj posterity 
at least will rue the loss of what has been sent to the bottom of the Gulf, they 
would surely prefer that the wagons which now carry the seed to the bayous, 
should be garrisoned by a hand or two, to scatter abroad the^eed while passing 
through the field ! For though, of all others, the planter of the Mississippi 
bottom appears to be most firml}' convinced of the inexhaustibility of his soil.; 
yet, if the present system be continued, even the present generation will here 
and there awake to the unpleasant fact, that like all other earthly things, the 
fertility even of the Mississippi bottom is finite. 

It is said that the soils of the Bottom are so thrifty "wngliow," that an addition- 
al dressing of cottonseed would cause the cotton to run to weed. But while 
this might be a tenable objection against using it in the drill or furrow, it 
certainly cannot be held against merely scattering it on the surface of the ground 
(several months previous to planting, if necessary), in the proportion in which 
it was taken from it. Yet this would fully insure to the soil the ultimate 
advantages of a restitution of its nutritive elements. 

502. Of late, some of the planters of the Bottom, instead of making the 
summary disposition of their cottonseed, above alluded to, have preferred selling 
it to the cottonseed-oil manufactories. While it may be gravely doubted, that 
the small increase of profits thus accruing to them is in any manner commen- 
surate with the disadvantage of the undiminished drain on their lands, it is at 
least so far commendable, as it prevents these valuable materials from being lost 
to mankind, and affords the upland planters a convenient opportunity of trans- 
ferring to their lands, a part of the surplus fertihty of the Mississippi bottom — 
an exchange of commodities to which they at least ought not to object, and of 
which they should avail themselves freely. 

The cotton stalk and leaf are even now pretty generally returned to the soil, 
inasmuch as their removal would be more troublesome than the inconvenience 
they cause in tillage. Be it remembered, that each stalk so retained is the 
equivalent of another prospective stalk ; as each and every seed returned, is 
representative of another prospective seed ; with its necessary appendage, the lint. 

What is true of cottOn, its seed and stalk, holds good also, of course, with 
reference to other crops. Of all, whatsoever is not otherwise used, ought to be 
conscientiously returned to the soil ; thus, both the necessity of rotation, and 
the exhaustion of the soil generally, may be reduced to their minimum. 

2. SUBSOILING. 

503. This term comprehends two operations essentially different in their 
nature and effects. In one sense, it means merely the breaking up of the 
subsoil, without necessarily bringing it to the surface to any great extent ; in 
another, it signifies the turning up, onthe surface, of the subsoil itself, or mixing 
it with the surface soil. It is chiefly in the latter sense that I mean to discuss 
Bubsoiling here, for in the former, it is advisable almost everywhere — objection- 
able only in a few special cases. For in simply breaking up the harder stratum 
beneath the soil, we secure some of the advantages of deep plowing, whether 
the subsoil be poor or rich. Deep plowing, like thorough drainage, tempers thi 
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injurious effects of extremes hoihof wet and drouth; facilitates the penetration of 
the soil by the roots, affording them, at the same time, a wider range wherein to 
seek their nourishment. In this general point of view, little more need bo 
observed in regard to this operation, than that it should not be practiced, 
where there is danger of breaking through the retentive strata into loose sands, 
which would allow manures to sink (11401) 

But whether or not it may be useful in any particular case to turn up the 
subsoil, is dependent entirely upon local circumstances, and cannot be decided 
without a close examination, and frequently not without analyses of the soil and 
subsoil. 

504. When the soil itself is so deep that the plow cannot conveniently go 
beyond the soil stratum, then in fact, subsoiling means nothing else than deep 
plowing ; while, whenever it goes beyond, turning up the subsoil, it is subsoil- 
ing, properly .speaking (Tr350,ff.). We must recollect in this case, as in that of man- 
ures proper, that when we mix the subsoil with the soil, two different kinds of 
effects will be produced. In the first pliice, the subsoil may act as a mechanical 
manure, by improving the physical condition ofthesoil ; by rendering it lighter, if 
heavy, or heavier, if too light (ir4:18). The latter case is very common, viz : that a 
heavy subsoil clay underlies a very light soil, and that the latter is very much 
improved by intermixture with the former, though it may not be richer in 
nutritive ingredients. — The former case — a light subsoil underlying a heavy 
soil — is much less common, and in this State, almost entirely confined to bottom, 
pond, and some Marsh soils. 

505. Secondly, the subsoil may act as a chemical manure (ir416), by adding 
to the stock of nutritive ingredients within reach of the roots of plants, when- 
ever it is richer in these than the surface soil ; either naturally, or in conse- 
quence of the exhaustion of the latter by cropping. 

To determine whether in anj' particulir case, subsoiling may be advisable or 
not, is oftentimes a question very difBcult of decision, unless by actual 
experiment, or more briefly, by analysis. Yet even the latter is not always a 
safe guide, unless accompanied by observation on the spot, the of circumstances 
under which the soil and subsoil occur. 

506. Treatment of Subsoihd Lands. — It is essential to recollect, that, how- 
ever nearly analyses may show the two materials to be alike in ultimate 
composition, the subsoil will almost invariably differ from the soil in two 
respects, viz : 1st. In containing less vegetable matter than the latter. 2d. In 
containing its nutritive ingredients in a less available condition, on account of 
being so little accessible to atmospheric action, and also, to ihat of decaying 
vegetable matter (ir357, 422). 

It is owing to these causes, that during the first season, subsoiling often seems 
to produce none, or oven an unfavorable effect. For so long as tho nutritive 
matter contained is in an inactive condition, it follows that for the time 
being, it must exercise the same effect as though wo had mixed with the surface 
soil a subsoil of inferior fertility, which would naturally deteriorate it. 

The remedy, therefore, is simple enough. After subsoiling, we must try to 
supply as rapidly as pos.sible the deficiency of vegetable matter, either by plow- 
ing in green crops, or by manuring with muck, sawdust and the like ; and wo 
must, if possible, stimulate it by the use of lime, plaster of Paris, or ammoni- 
acal manures, as the case may require. Moreover, here, as almost every where^ 
stable manure is in its right place. But wherever there is no stringent necessity 
for oc'upying the subsoiled land with heavy crops the first year, it is best to 
allow them a season of rest or fallowing, with light crops, such as wheat or 
rye ; after which, the stimulants will be found less necessary. 

507. Whenever no serious change of the physical comlition (as to lightness or 
heaviness) is to be anticipated in consequence of the intermixture of soil and 
subsoil, the question is reduced simply to the inquiiy whether or not the subsoil 
is equally fertile, or more, or less so, than the soil In this case, analysis will 
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give a categorical answer. If the subsoil, while similar in its physical condition 
to the soil, is similar to it in composition also, with only the differences produced 
by their relative position (11506) : then sub^oiling will, in matter of fact, mean 
little else than deep plowing. If the subsoil is poorer than the surface soil, then 
it will manifestly be inadvisable to dilute the latter, as it were, by the admixture 
of inert matter without a corresponding addition of nutritive ingredients. If on 
the other hand, the subsoil is richer in the latter than the surface soil, subsoiling 
is, as maniliestly, indicated as advantageous. 

As instances in which the physical conilition of soils will be very little changed 
by subsoiling, I may mention, most of the soils of the main Pontotoc Ridge ; 
the Marshall county Table lands; and the majority of the yellow loam lands of 
Yallabusha, Holmes and Madison counties ; also, to a great extent, the prairies. 
In these cases, therefore, siinple comparative analyses of the soils and subsoils 
will decide as to the usefulness or injiiribusness of subsoiling, in the sense of 
turning vp the subsoil. 

508. When, as in a large number, perhaps the majority of r.aae!', an essential 
change in the physical character of the soil may be produced by subsoiling, the 
question whether it be profitable or not, becomes a much more uillicult one, and 
cannot be answered in a general manner. For while on the one hand, we may 
derive from it double advantages, if it should happen both to correct the physical 
condition of our soil, and to add to its stock of fertility; it may, on the other 
hand, utterly and irrecoverably ruin our land, if the change produced with 
respect to lightness or heaviness, should happen to fall in the wrong direction. 
In this case, even a greater native fertility of the sub.'-oil would be of little use. 
"Whenever a soil possesses the proper physical constitution, however poor 
naturally, it is susceptible of improvement at least, and thus far valuable. But 
if its phj'sical properties be extremes on either side (whether naturally or in 
consequence of injudicious subsoiling),, the soil will always be an unsafe one, no 
matter how great its stock of nutritive elements, and whether native or super- 
added in the shape of manures. [With reference to this subject, see 11401 to 
403]. 

509. Cases in point are far from uncommon in this State, and that with 
reference to both extremes of constitution. Among light soils, which would be 
rendered still lighter, and would, therefore, be injured by subsoiling, I may 
mention, most of the horamock soils of the Sea coast, a large portion of the 
ridge soils of Kemper, Lauderdale and Jasper counties, and a large part of 
bottom soils, e. g., those of upper and middle Pearl River. Of those which, being 
sufficiently heavy in themselves, would be rendered excessively so by the 
admixture of their subsoil, the heavy Flatwoods soils, and a large portion of our 
prairie soils (especially those overlying the Tertiary, in South Mississippi), are 
examples; also, the bottom soils of the lower Pearl, and lower Pascagoula 
Kivers. 

510. Light Subsoils. — In some cases, especially of sanclg soils, there is, at times, 
still another objection, of a serious character, to subsoiling. One of the most 
important advantages of a good subsoil is thit it prevents the " sinking" of 
manure, i. e., of the .soluble portion of it, to a depth beyond the reach of the 
roots of cultivated- plints. It does this, not only by virtue of its density, but 
also, and perhaps chiefly, in consequence of its possessing the strong retentive 
power ^which has been di.scussed before, 11378, ff.) both (or moisture and (or the 
nutritive ingredients of plants. Hence the great importance which is justly 
attached to the question, whether or not any tract of land possesses a subsoil of 
the proper physical constitution. For even if the surface soil should happen to 
be so light that it would not ordinarily retain a supply of manure moie than 
sufficient for a single crop, still, if the subsoil be capable of retaining it, the land 
is susceptible Of permanent improvement ; because the nutritive elements thus 
retained are not allowed to pass beyond the reach of the roots of plants. — Such 
s the case with a large part of the " Piny Woods" region of South Mississip^. 
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While naturally poor in the nutritive ingredients of vegetables, these lands often 
possess an excellent subsoil of yellow loam, which renders them capable of 
improvement to any extent ; nor can there be any doubt that they will be so 
improved, so soon as that portion of the State shall have been rendered more 
accessible to the world's commerce. 

511. A diiferent state of things, however, obtains in another class of soils,, 
examples of which have already been mentioned as occurring in many of the 
ridge soils of Kemper, Lauderdale and Jasper, and some of the adjoining 
counties. These soils, while naturally fertile, are so light and porous, that 
even without tillage, the roots of plants would find little difficulty in 
penetrating the subsoil. In examining the latter, we find at a certain depth 
(from 10 to 15 inches) a kind of crust or indurated portion, the presence of 
which explains the fact that soils so extremely sandy in themselves, will resist 
drouth to a considerable extent, and will also retain manure. Below this crust, 
however, there is nothing but loose and sterile sand. Now it is evident, that if 
by subsoiling we break through, and destroy, the subsoil " hardpan" in question, 
we shall destroy also, and irrecoverably, the capacity for improvement of the 
land so treated. 

512. Heavy Subsoils. — If extreme lightness and porosity of the subsoil is a 
serious drawback to any permanent and reliable improvement of the soil, more 
can hardly be said in favor of subsoils whose character is the extreme opposite, 
viz : very heavy and clayey. What has been said (IT 401 to 403) in regard to 
soils of this character, applies in a similar manner to suhsoils of that class. 
The great density of the mass refuses to allow of the percolation of the rain 
water, which is, therefore, obliged to take its course along the surface, denuding 
the latter of whatever soil there may be of a lighter character. Hence the 
barrenness of the surface in the undulating portions of the Flatwoods Region, 
in which the heavy clay soils prevail. The soil, as analysis shows, is not too 
poor to bear grass, and with some admixture of vegetable matter it might do 
well. But no sooner has a thin layer of such material accumulated, than a 
heavy rain carries it off into the gullies, leaving the hills bare. Where thfr 
heavy Flatwoods soil occupies level tracts, each heavy rain floods the country, 
and the subsidence of the sheet of water spread on the surface is so slow, thai- 
crops are frequently drowned out, or perish for want of tillage. — Such are the 
disadvantages of a subsoil of this kind in wet seasons ; in times of drouth, they 
are scarcely better in their action. 

513. It is true that heavy clays are very retentive of water, and we shair 
rarely find one of these heavy under-clays dried out even during the dryest 
season ; but unfortunately, they retain their moisture with such pertinacity, that 
they will not share it with the surface soil, as good subsoils will do. And as 
their great density forbids that the roots of plants should penetrate them, their 
moisture thus remains perfectly useless within them. The evil is still aggravated 
by the circumstance, that they oblige the roots of plants to remain nearer to the 
surface than would be the case in a generous soil, thus leaving them much more 
exposed to the injurious influence of atmospheric changes. 

We thus perceive that an improper physical condition of the subsoil may be 
quite as injurious to crops as though the soil itself was in fault. And since it is 
extremely difficult, and often impossible, to remedy the defects of the subsoil, 
while the soil may almost always be improved, the importance attached to 
having " a good foundation" underlying the latter, is fully justified. The faults 
of a heavy subsoil may be remedied to a great extent, by thorough drainage, as- 
has been explained above (410) ; but those of light and unretentive ones are 
often very difficult to deal with. 

514. As for the ultimate and permanent advantages to be derived from sub- 
Boiling, it will readily be perceived, that at be.st they are the same as those 
attained by deep plowing in a fertile soil. 

When after exhausting the surface soil, we throw up a subsoil of equal or 
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superior fertility, we shall thus have, in matter of fact, a fresh soil. We can 
readily exhaust this soil in its turn, by the same mode of culture ; and then, if 
our subsoiling has reached as deep as agricultural implements can conveniently 
go on the large scale, we shall have no further remedy but a regular system of 
manuring. Subsoiling, therefore, in connection with fallowing, may serve to 
correct the physical condition of our soil, and to increase the duration of natural 
fertility ; but it is not by any means a permanent safeguard against exhaus- 
tion, which will inevitably arrive sooner or later, unless we restore to the soil, 
from an independent source, the ingredients which we have withdrawn. 

515. Tullian, or Lois Weedon System. — It is true that a regular system of 
subsoiling and fallowing combined, will in many cases sustain the productive-- 
ness of soils without sensible diminution, for a considerable length of tinie — 
sufficient to convince of its unceasing efficacy, those who imagine that the 
experience of a few years, or even of a decennium or two, can A&e\&6 positively 
as to t le merits of a system of Agriculture. We can readily prove a negative 
in a short time ; if a thirty years culture without rotation or manure renders 
our land incapable of producing cotton, the proof that our system is wrong is 
plain enough. But if some of our land remains productive beyond that period, 
it certainly does not prove that the system is correct, and that under it our land 
will last forever. Yet such, precisely, is the logic of some modern agricultural 
writers, on the subject just in hand. The system of deep and thorough tillage 
and fallowing, which, a century and a half ago, was devised by TuU, and during 
a considerable period, sustained its reputation as a panacea against the exhaus- 
tion of soils, until time proved its insufficiency, has lately been brought back to 
us in a new guise, and upon the (as is contended) irrefragihle proof afforded by 
a success of twelve years (.'), is proclaimed to us as a full and sufficient remedy 
for the growing and threatening evil. We are told that we must retrace our 
steps, and unlearn what the bitter experience of centuries has taught us — all 
for the twelve years experiment at Lois Weedon ! It is nothing to the enthu- 
siastic, but short-sighted proselytes of this system, that its temporary results 
are foreseen and well understood in the science of agriculture ; it is nothing to 
them, that the system supposed to be infallible for centuries — that of cattle- 
raising for the sake of manure — has at last been found wanting, and has buried 
in its ruins more than one agricultural commonwealth in the old world. And 
not a small amount of so-called, half-understood " science" is brought to bear on 
the subject ; notwithstanding that, in the same breath, Ecience is denounced as 
untrustworthy, and its results, the sum of all experience, declared to be obsolete. 

516. Subsoiling and fallow combined, as in the "Lois Weedon System," will 
help us to ehe out a certain percentage of deficiency in the replacement, by 
manure, of the ingredients withdrawn : and it is not unlikely, that with crops 
as slightly exhaustive as cotton, when the seed and stalk are retured (114:90, ff.), 
several generations might not feel the want of manure, in soils of good native 
fertility. But if we regard it otherwise than as a safety-valve or regulator, by 
which we may render insensible the accidental variations in the regular compen- 
sation, and to which we may resort in a " rainy day"; if we violently appro- 
priate to ourselves in a short time, all that portion of the fertility of the soil 
which the fallow could develop with useful rapidity : then w(i shall arrive 
precisely at the point to which the excessive use of lime or guano brings us, 
which " enriches the father, but impoverishes the son." 

517. Dkainaqb has already been mentioned as being somewhat analogous in 
its action to subsoiling (IT 409), though it carries with it numerous other 
advantages. But however valuable as an improvement, and especially as 
protecting the crops against the vicissitudes and accidents of the seasons, it 
cannot, any more than rotation, subsoiling or fallowing, prevent the exhaustion 
of the soil. It is true that, if we look only to the direct experience on lands 
artificially thorough-drained (which has not been very lengthy), numerous 
instances might be quoted in which the good efiects at first experienced, still 
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remain tho same after a series of years. But in this as in many other cases, a 
few well established negatives as to its power of preventing exhaustion, will 
disarm any number of positives which have not stood the test of time. And 
there are plenty of soils naturally thorough-drained, whose utter exhaustion 
plainly proves the fact, that for the latter, drainage also is only a palliative, not 
a remedy. 

3. MANUEIXO. 

518. It remains to say a few words in reference to the general policy to be 
pursue 1 in the utilization of the powers of the soil, and their sustentation or 
restoration by means of manures. 

Tlw Dang-producmg System of Culture. — It has been already stated, that 
stable manure and night-soil may be considered as um versnl manures, containing 
all the ingredients required by plants, both directly and indirectly. Experienoe 
had proved this to be the case, long before the causes upon which this universality 
depends, had been recognized ; and hence very naturally it was thought that 
the unfailing plan of culture consisted in producing on the farm an amount of 
stable manure sufficient to allow of dressing with it the land cultivated, 
whenever it should give out ; or else, to sustain evenly its fertility, by dressings 
repeated at regular intervals. 

519. Such, in fact, is the method which, for a considerable period, has been 
dominant on the continent ol Europe, and was regarded as perfectl}' rational, 
long after the gradual failure of crops of every kind had, in thousands of indi- 
vidual cases, practically demonstrated the fallaciousness of the system. Such 
instances were ingeniously explained away on .'special grounds ; and even at the 
present time, when the progress of Agricultural Chemistry has established 
beyond all cavil the true causes of the failure alluded to, the great bulk of the 
agricultural population of Europe still fondly clings to the fallacy which haa 
been handed down to them by their fathers. They raise stock for the sake of 
manure, wherewith to fertilize their grain-fields ; a portion of their land being 
always set apart for the sole purpose of raising the necessary feed. 

520. Fallacij of the Dung-produdng System. — It is obvious that in this 
procedure, all that is gained is to concentrate on the graiii-field a part of the 
nutritive ingredients which have been withdrawn from the clover-field and tho 
meadow; these, having been converted into manure in passing through the 
animal system, are thus transferred from one field to the other in a highly 
available condition, accompanied, also, by abundance of ammonia and vegetable 
matter. Ultimately, they are converted into marketable grain. Another portion 
of the ingredients abstracted from the feed-fields, remains with the stock, in tho 
shape of flesh and hones, and is in part sold as such, partly as milk and 
cheese. 

Now, whether the produce of the feed-fields be sold in its first form, as hay or 
turnips, or wliether it be previously converted into grain and meat : it is plain 
that the mineral ingredients contained in these products, are finally withdrawn, 
and entirely lost to the soil, while nothing is given in return, 'i'lius the capital 
stock of fertility is continually drafted upon, and will, of course, come to an end 
at last ; as experience has shown. And but for the importation of manures 
from foi-eign countries, it is difficult to say what would be the present condition 
of a large portion of Central Europe. 

521. In tin's country, wherever the n;cessity of manure has come to be felt, 
the first movement has been towards the establishment of a similar system. 
" We must raise more cattle in order to get a supply of manure !" has been the 
cry, which is now heard even in this State. 

The change which it is thus proposed to effect in our agricultural habits, is a 
very serious one. The propriety of so far increasing our stock, as to supply 
our own demand for meats, has been much discussed of late, and will hardly bo 
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questioned. But when it comes to encumbering ourselves with millions of 
living dung-manufactories, the question assumes a very different aspect. To 
raise the feed and to attend the cattle, will occupy nearly, or quite, one half of 
the laboring force of the country; which will, therefore, likewise be occupied la 
manufacturing dung, in order that the other half may be enabled to raise cotton — 
provided, such a thing could be done profitably under such circumstances. — 
Nor could the meit thus raised avail us anything ; it would be a drug, for which 
we could find no market that would pay us back the cost of raising. And over 
and above all these inconvenience-;, we should only arrive at last at the same 
point which we might have reached by a much less circuitous route (e. g., by 
subsoiling and fallowing alone, according to the TuUian, or Lois Weedon system); 
to-wit : utter exhaustion of our soil. 

522. While it is a matter of the last importance that we should avail ourselves 
to the fullest extent, of such stable manure as a souad policy will enable us to 
obtain as a collateral product : the doctrine of cattle-raising /or the sake of manure 
is based upon a fallacy ; and a consistent adherence to it will slowly, but 
inevitably, lead to banliruptcy of any agricultural commonwealth. It is true 
that un ler this system, when combined with deep tillage and a suitable method 
of rotition, land will endure longer than under any other whicii does notreplaco 
the nutritive ingredients annually abstracted from the soil It is admirably 
contrived to make the most of tlie finite stock of fertility which the land may 
possess. But in this case, as in miny others, the longer we allow ourselves to 
be deceived, the more difficult will it be to repair the dimige done. When at 
last our children or grand-children arrive at the "end of the string" ; when our 
land-f. incapable of further producing even feed for our cattle, shall doggedly 
refuse to furnish us the every-day necessaries of life, unless in exchange for a 
corresponding quantity of manure ; we shall find ourselves obliged either to 
import the latter, or else, the necessaries of life themselves. Our native stock 
of fertility being exhausted, we shall be entirely dependent upon this supply 
from without, every irregularity or failure of which will be felt as a nationsil 
calamity. ' 

Thus, if at the present time, the supply of guano* to Europe were to fail for 
a single season, the consequences would be Kiost disastrous to whole countries, 
which are unable to make- their lands produce save by the action of that pow- 
erful agent. In such a case, the deficiency in South American guano would 
probibly have to be supplied in the shape of corn and wheat, from the United 
States. It is not necessary to be an expert in National Economy to perceive 
how ruinous must be the consequences of such a state of things. 

523. The Lost Fertility. — It may be asked what has become of the inde- 
structible matter which formed the original stock of fertility, now lost by 
mismanagement? The answer will readily suggest itself to every thinking 
man, when he considers what is the ultimate destination of agricultural 
products, viz; to serve as food and raiment to man. Whatsoever we feed to 
our stock, is partly consumed by man as meat, milk, cheese, eggs, etc:, partly 
returns to the fields through the manure pile — diminished by the amount 
contained in our food, each time it thus circulates. For, unfortunately, night- 
soil, the most efficacious of manures, is thus far mostl3' regarded as a nuis.ince, 
to get rid of which is a problem which has occupied much inLconuity and talent. 
Our privies, and the sewer.s of our cities, are undeniably the channels through 
which the fertility of our lands is either drained into the ocean, or else accu- 
mulated in receptacles which, by common consent, are held as being among 



*Guano, on the continent of Europe, is generally combined, or used at the 
same time with, other manures, which it renders more effectual, without pro- 
ducing the exhaustive effects which are known to follow its exclusive use, in 
this country. 
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the most unpleasant necessities of our fallen state ; yet they are, in reality, so 
many Guano-islands, whose benefits we can realize with only a nominal cost of 
transportation. 

524. In the conscientious utilization in agriculture, of human excrements, 
both fluid and solid, together with bones, dung and all other offal, now partly 
used for these purposes, we have beyond a doubt, the only universal preventive 
of the exhaustion of cultivated lands. For it is they into which almost all the 
products of our fields are ultimately transformed, and in them we shall, there- 
fore, expect to find all that has been withdrawn from the former. And if 
instead of eatables, we raise cotton, we shall have to import a corresponding 
quantity of provisions ; these, when transformed into night-soil, would more 
than replace all the drain on our lands caused by the cotton crops, if properly 
distributed. 

It may be objected, that if we were to husband the material in question^ 
as the Chinese have successfully done for ages, we should have to change our 
habits, and blunt some of our senses, and delicacy, to an alarming extent. — For- 
tunately, the science which has annihilated space and compelled lightening to be 
the messenger of thoughts, does not abandon us in this problem, momentously 
simple as it is. The use of disinfecting agents (many of which themselves 
enhance the value of the material for agricultural purposes), in connection with 
the proper mechanical contrivances, would enable us even at the present moment 
to preserve these valuable fertilizers, without any serious offence to our delicacy, 
if we would but introduce, in this respect, a regular, uniform system ; and if 
we are to judge by analogy, we can scarcelj' doubt that more perfect contriv- 
ances for the purpose would be forthcoming, so soon as the demand for them 
should become general and urgent. On the continent of Europe, the agitation 
of this subject has already been attended with the most beneficial results. 

525. It would be extravagant to expect, that such a system should be univer- 
sally established in this country, until the necessity shall have been more keenly- 
felt. But we have this great advantage, that in our agricultural population 
there is less settled prejudice and routine to be overcome, than in Europe. They 
are eager and willing to accept the teachings of true science, and we may hope 
with some confidence, that by a timely application of these to practice, the ills 
which now weigh down a large part of the agricultural population of Europe, 
may be avoided. 

526. But while, in a new country like ours, it may not be practicable to 
establish at once a system of agriculture perfectly rational, we may try to 
approach such a system, as nearly as we may under the circumstances. Let us 
husband the powers of our soils by a proper system of rotation, taking care at 
the same time, not to withdraw from our fields more than is necessarily con- 
tained in the marketable portion of our crop. Let us apply to our fields all the 
manure ■ we can conveniently obtain, without waiting for the soil to become 
"tired." If we have once thus far exhausted them, we shall be obUged to 
expend at once, in its restoration to fertility, a much greater amount of money 
or labor, than that which its sustentation would have cost us, and which, being 
expended at convenient times, when there was little else to do, would scarcely 
have been felt. 

"Wherever marls containing the elements of fertility are convenient, let them 
be applied at once, regularly and systematically ; marling every year a certain 
poition, at least, of our lands, so that the whole shall have received a 
dressing in the course of from four to ten years, after the lapse of which we 
shall begin again at the point from which we set out. Let us recollect that 
while in the use of stimulants (lime, gypsum, etc.), in connection with subsoil- 
ing and fallowing, we have the means of relieving our immediate necessities, we 
cannot rely on them for the future, and that each application of the former 
shortens the duration of fertility, in precisely the proportion in which it 
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increases our crops. A regular and constant succession of good average crops, 
which enrich slowly but surely, is certainly preferable to a brief period of bril- 
liant crops, followed by exhaustion of the soil. 

And while, in. this respect, each one must be left to judge, and act according 
to, the stringency of his own particular case ; yet let him recollect that the time 
will surely come, when he will have to yield obedience to the inexorable law, 
that Ko land can he permanently fertile, unless we restore to it, regularly, tlie 
mineral ingredients which our crops have withdrawn. 



2. SPECIAL PART; AGRICULTURAL FEATURES 
OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPL 



THE NORTH-EASTERN PRAIRIE REGION. 

Comprising the Counties, and parts op Counties, East op the Flatwoods 
Eeoion, viz : Tishomingo, East Tippah, Itawamba, East Pontotoc, 
Monroe, East Chickasaw, Lowndes, East Ocktibbeha, East Noxubee, 
AND Northeast Kkmpeb. 



527^. The name given above for this group of counties, must 
not be understood as implying that the whole, or even the greater 
part of the area included therein, is of a prairie character ; but 
only as including all that part of North Mississippi in which 
prairies do occur, more or less. It might perhaps have been more 
properly, though less intelligibly to agriculturists, designated as 
the Cretaceous, or North-eastern Lime Region, inasmuch as its 
prominent agricultural as well as geological features, are dependent 
upon the several calcareous strata of the Cretaceous formation 
(199, ff.); with the exception of a few townships in E. Tishomingo 
county, where the limestone and sandstone strata of the Lower 
Carboniferous formation (180, ff.) prevail. 

For a full understanding of the agricultural conditions of this 
region, it will be well for the reader to refer to what has been said 
with reference to the cretaceous formation, in the Geological 
Report, pages 60 to 106. For convenience, however, I shall here 
briefly recapitulate the general features. 

527^. The cretaceous formation of Mississippi consists essenlially 
of four different stages or beds, which have a W. or S. W. dip of 
about 25 feet per mile, and possess the following general charac- 
ters. The uppermost of these divisions (Ripley Group, 1128), 
which of course appears to the westward of the others, consists of 
hard, sandy limestones, with strata of blue shell marl between, 
and generally, one of heavy gray calcareous clay on top : these 
strata, overlaid by a yellow or orange-colored loam, form the 
Pontoioc Ridge. The middle stratum consists of whiteclay marls 
or soft limestones — "Rotten Limestone" (1116, iF.)i and forms a 
level or gently undulating surface, mostly with heavy, calcareous 
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soils, partly prairie, partly oak uplands, poor in springs and with 
limy well waters — the Prairie Region proper. The other two 
(EuTAW, and Tombigbee Sand Group, TTlOl to 115) consist of 
sands, more or le-^s clayey and in part (on the territory colored 
dark green on the mai) — Tombigbee Sand Group) limy ; the region 
occupied by ihem is hilly and sandy, and the soil generally inferior ; 
springs are abundant and their water mostly freestone. The lands 
on the territory of the Carboniferous formation (which consists of 
bard limestones and sandstones) do not differ essentially, or at 
•least characteristiailly, from tliose of the last mentioned groups, 
save pei'haps in that pebbles are very abundant on the surface ; 
as are also fine, cold, freestone springs. 

I must observe that unfortunately, at the time of my visit to the 
counties of Tishomingo, Itawamba. Tippah, as well as the greater 
portion of Pon'otoc and Monroe, (185(5), the special examination 
of the soils was not considered, as it is at present, the paramount 
object of the Survey, and hence, my observations there on this 
point are greatly wanting in completeness, and but few specimens 
of soils from that region are in my possession. The gap will, of 
course, be filled up hereafter, as soon as possible. 

528. Tishomingo and Itawamba- — There is so great a general 
resemblance in the geological and agriculiural features of these 
two counties, that they may as well be considered jointly. In the 
western portion of both, we find gently undulating oak uplands, 
interspersed wich spots and pat- hes of black and of bald prairie, 
with wide, fertile bottoms ; this region is indicated on the map by 
a yellowish-green tint. Passing eastward from it, we enter a more 
li;lly region, with a poor sandy soil, whose prevalent timber is 
Short-leaf Pine, Black Jack and Post Oak, togi ther with Chestnut ; 
the bottoms being narrow, but fertile. This is the character of 
the "Pine Hills" of N. E. Mississippi ; whose supply of water is 
generally dependent on, and bears the characte. istics of, the Orange 
Sand formation (1F75 to 77.) 

Beyond these we find in Tishomingo, on the waters of Big Bear, 
and Mackay's Creek in part, a more gently undulating region with 
a more fertile soil, whose timber is a rare mixture of trees other- 
wise not often found together on the same soil. 

529. Sandy Uplands of East Tishomingo and Bast Itawamba. 
— The Tennessee River has little or no bottom on the Mississippi 
side, the Pine Hills (on wliich the slaty hydraulic limestone crops out 
— ir92, fi".), coming up pretty close to -the bank, which is timbered 
with Walnut and Sycamore — trees not common in the interior in 
this region. Yellow Creek, which at its heads is remarkable 
for the width of its bottom, possesses l)ut a very narrow one in the 
lower portion of its coui-se. The hills immediately bordering on 
the bottom, which have gentle slopes, are quite fertile; but as we 
recede from the creek, Pine Hills set in. 

The heads of Yellow Creek geaerally possess wide and fertil? bottoms, 
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timbered with a fine growth of "White, Water, Willow and Chestnut White 
Oak, "Poplar," Sweet Gum, Hornbeam, and Birch. Large Cypress is found in 
the lower portion of the course. The ridges intei-yening between the several 
forks of Yellow Creek, however, are poor Pine Hills, cultivated chiefly in the 
minor bottoms and hollows. — The same is true in reference to the lands on. 
Indian Creek. In the region around, and S. and S. W. of Bastport, to the M. 
& C. E. E., the surface of the country is very pebbly, and the hillsides come 
down quite abruptly into the valleys. There are occasionally tracts of good 
loam uplands in this hilly region, but they are generally small, and cultivation 
is mainly confined to the bottoms and their slopes — Pine, Post Oak and Black 
Jack forming the prevalent timber, with which, where the land is of better 
quahty, the Spanish {"Bed") and {true) Eed Oak mingle. The slaty hydraulic 
limestone of this region (1[92) might, when burnt, be profitably used as a 
fertilizer on the loam soils. A grefit deal of good pine timber still exists in this 
region ; and plenty of fuel, for the manufacture of hydraulic cement, could be 
obtained. 

530. The lands of the immediate- Bear Creek valley are very 
fine, and produce abundant crops of corn and cotton. The Pine 
Hills themselves, as we approach Bear Creek, become less broken 
and more fertile ^ generally (especially in S. W. Tishomingo) we 
find on the W. side of the creek a level or gently undulating tract, 
or terrace, elevated 30 or 40 feet above the water, which often 
comes up to the very banks of the stream ; where there is a steep 
descent. 

The timber, as before stated, is singularly various ; chiefly Oaks — Spanish 
{"Bed"), Water, Eed, Black, Post, Black Jack and Cheetnut White Oak, Sweet 
Gum, "Poplar," Dogwood, Pine, and occasionally some Eed Cedar — all grow 
together harmoniously, the soil being quite fertile. The same feature extends, 
more or less, to its tributaries also. On the pebbly ridges, however. Pine, Post 
Oak and Black Jack alone prevail. 

On Cedar Creek (Ala.), and on the waters of Mackay's Creek, where the hard 
siliceous sandstone of the Carboniferous (1188, fi^. ; 96) prevails, the timber is 
remarkably sparse and generally small ; and the rocky Pine Hills are very poor. 

On the main Mackay's Creek, as well as on the heads of Little Brown's Creek, 
we have some gently undulating tracts of loam lands, where the absence or 
scarcity of Pine, and the good size of the Oaks, testifies to the improvement of 
the soil, which nevertheless, on the higher dividing ridges, is of the Pine Hill 
aspect. 

531. For the rest, almost all the territory covered by the deep 
green tint in Tishomingo, embracing the heads of Yellow Creek, 
the E. heads of the Tuscumbia River, and those of Big Brown's 
Creek down to the line between townships 5 and 6, is of the Pine 
Hill character, as above described- -with narrow, though fertile 
bottoms, and sandy ridge soils which not unfi-equently, however, 
possess a good loam subsoil, and are susceptible of good improve- 
ment. Southward of the line mentioned, the higher points of the 
ridges only arc of the Pine Hill character, while the slopes (on 
lower Big Brown's, Twenty Mile, Mackay's Creek, etc ), which are 
but gently undulating, bear a fine growth prevalently of ISpanish 
Oak and Hickory, with which the other upland Oaks mingle more 
or less. Though not fiist class lands, these soils, which are 
generally light, are quite productive and well adapted to every 
improvement (ITIJI ; 140). 
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532. East Itawamba, beyond the wide and fertile bottom of the 
Tombigbee (unfortunately subject to annual overflows), is very 
much broken and possesses a sandy, inferior soil, of the Pine Hill 
character, which is often remarkable for its deep orange-red tint. 
Occasionally there are tracts possessing a surface covering of 
good loam soil ; and the bottom, though narrow, as well as the 
slopes towards them, have soils of good quality, which are not as 
sandy as might be expected, in consequence of the streams cutting 
their channels, not unfrequently, into the clays (" soapstones ") of 
the Eutaw Group (TlOl). 

The bottoms of Bull Mountain, Hurricane Creek, etc., are wide, heavily 
•timbered and very fertile ; their bottom soils contain a great deal of bog ore or 
" black gravel " (ir387, ff.). On the dividing ridge, in the fork of the Tombigbee ■. 
and Bull Mountain, we find quite a fertile red loam, timbered with large Post, 
Spanish {_" Bed"), Scarlet ("Spanish"), Bed, and sometimes Black and White 
Oak, with Hickory and usually some sturdy Short-leaf Pine. South of the 
Bull Mountain, as we approach SmithvUle, the country becomes level and there 
begins the extensive flat or second bottom, which skirts the Tombigbee on the 
€ast, with a width of from two to six miles, down to the Alabama line ; while 
in North-east Monroe, we observe the character of the hilly country adjoining 
this flat on the east, to be the same as in East Itawamba. 

533. Bast Monroe, and Valley op the Tombigbee.— The 
portion of Monroe county lying between the flat or hommock of the 
Tombigbee, and Sipsie and Butta,hatchie Creeks, is generally hilly 
and broken (as indicated on the profile, Fig. 2, PI. L), and its 
northern portion, as has been stated, differs little from the Pine 
Hijls region of East Itawamba ; the creek bottoms, though fertile 
are narrow, and it is but occasionally that in the uplands, small 
tracts of good loam soilare found. ^ 

The land gradually improves, however, as we advance southward, Pine 
becomes less frequent, and the ridges broader. Eastward of Athens, the main 
dividing ridge between the waters of the Tombigbee and Buttahatchie, is a 
kind of plateau or table land, possessing a flne mellow soil resembling in aspect 
the yellow loam land of the Pontotoc Eidge (see below, T562), and (brming 
some considerable bodies of good farming land, which is already well settled. 
The loam stratum is not very thick, however, and being underlaid by loose 
sands, it "caves" and washes away badly on the hillsides (on which extensive 
giillies are often formed), though otherwise possessing, to a considerable extent, 
the advantage of being underdrained by the pervious sands. On the slopes or 
rather, the spurs of the main ridge, however, the Pine Hill character is prevalent^ 
£end rocky knolls hot unfrequently appear perched on the ridges (Ifll, 12). 

534. With the extreme south-east portion of Monroe, and north-east Lo wndeSt 
I am thus far unacquainted. The bottoms of the Sipsie and Buttahatchie are 
wide, heavily timbered, and possess a rather light, fertile soil, bearing chiefly 
Beech, " Poplar," Sweet Gum, Black Gum, Shell-bark and other Hickories. 
The slopes towards these bottoms are mostly gravelly (IT 18), and springs with 
freestone water are generally abundant. 

535. The hommock which, south of the Itawamba line, skirts 
the Tombigbee on the east (while on the west side it is usually 
bordered by high hills or bluffs), generally possesses a rather light 
soil, underlaid by a pale yellow loam subsoil, which is some- 
what heavier, but commonly at the depth of a few feet, is underlaid 

R— 17 
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by yellow sand or gravel ; the latter being always reached at a 
depth of fifteen to twenty feet, at which a good supply of freestone 
water (generally brought up by sweeps), is obtained. The surface 
of this hommock, which slopes off gradually into the bottom proper, 
is almost perfectly level to the eye ; here and there, however, 
limited ridges composed of gravel, pebbles, or " Orange' Sand," 
stand out in the plain like islands — prominent instances of which 
may be observed on the road from Aberdeen to Columbus on the 
east side of the river ; while small patches of the same kind are 
found more or less all over the region (342). 

The soil is generally fertile, and well suited to both cotton and corn ; in some 
points where (as near Columbus) it is very sandy and gravelly, it will at least 
bring fine sweet potatoes. It may, as a general thing, be considered as being 
naturally underdrained ; though in some localities the loam stratum is too 
thick to al'.ow tbe water to subside readily into the underlying sands and graveL 
The timber is various ; throughout, the Bottom Pine (P. taeda) and Dogwood 
are very prominent ; near Smithville, these are accompanied by Black Jack, 
Post, Spanish (" Bed") and Scarlet (" Spanish") Oak ; lower down, as between 
Athens and Aberdeen, the Chesnut White Oak, Sweet Gum, Black Gum, and 
(upland) Hickories prevail largely. As we approach the river, the timber 
gradually assumes somewhat more of the bottom character, and Cypress, Tupelo, 
Hackberry, SheE-bark Hickory, Ash, etc., appear. — The region is, thus far, not 
nearly as much settled as its fertility and easy cultivation would seem to war- 
rant, in consequence, it is said, of the prevalence of fevers — which will, no doubt, 
disappear in due course of time, as has been the case elsewhere. 

536. In Lowndes county, where the wide bottoms of the Buttahatchie and 
Looxapalila join the Tombigbee flat, it occupies a very large area on the east side- 
of the river. On the west (or right) side of the river, however, this soil occurs 
but sparingly — only where large and sudden bends occur. As a general thing, 
the Tombigbee is skirted on the west side, either on, or at no great distance from, 
the bank, by high, sandy hills, whose lower portion consists of the greenish mica- 
ceous sand of the Tombigbee Sand Group (TflOS), while the upper consists of 
Orange Sand or, in a few instances, of the Eotten Limestone of the prairies 
(H 106). Usually there intervenes between the latter and the river, a tract of high 
and hilly sandy land, some miles in width, which in some regions (Aberdeen) 
possesses a fertile loam soil, in others (between Aberdeen and Columbus) consists 
of Black Jack and Post Oak ridges, from which there is a gradual transition, 
through yellow loam uplands, to the prairies proper. 

537. The west side of the Tombigbee in South Itawamba is generally occupied 
by Pine Hills or Post Oak ridges, for several miles from the river ; beyond, the 
country gradually assumes the character of the lands on lower Big Brown's 
Creek (see above, 1[531) and then passes into the " White Lime Country." The 
same transition occurs in north-east Itawamba — the agricultural features being, 
as will be perceived, pretty correctly indicated by the lines of the geological 
formations. As regards the occurrence and use of natural fertilizers in the 
regions just described, the reader is referred to the Geological Report (1T140, ff.) 
and General Part of the Agricultural Report (^450). 

6b8. "White Lime Country" of Tishomingo and Itawamba. 
This region, indicated on the map (like the Prairie region proper) 
by a yellowish-green tint, and underlaid bv the Rotten Limestone 
or its equivalents (II 16, ff.), comprises the best lands of both coun- 
ties, and is characterised by a gently undulating surface, and soils 
prevalently heavy (and to a great extent calcareous), from which 
the Pine is absent (except sometimes near its borders, on higher 
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sandy ridges), while Oaks, and prominently among these the Post, 
Eed (" Black") and Black, Spanish (" JRed") and Black Jack Oak, 
form the timbers of the yellow loam uplands, mixed, most usually, 
with some Hickory, wherever the limy strata are not very near to 
the surface. Where these are so near as to influence the soil- 
directly, we have either black (or sometimes "bald"-) prairie soils, 
or their intermixture with the loam soil — " Mahogany soils"— or, 
at times, a very stiff, pale greenish-yellow clay soil, constitatipg 
the "Beeswax Hommocks," which are timbered exclusively with 
middle sized Black Jack — representing, apparently, the "Hog- 
wallow " soils of the Central Prairie Region (ir746). 

539. As for the black prairie soil, it rarely occurs in tracts of 
any great extent within the two counties before us, north of Old 
Town Creek ; except in some bottoms, where the Rotten Limestone 
is only a few feet underground. Otherwise, it usually appears in 
patches of a few acres on the hillsides (as also does the "Bald- 
prairie soil"), the tops or plateaux being occupied by yellow loam, 
and the soils of the minor valleys and hollows formed by a mixture 
of the two. 

Hence, wherever the surface is somewhat undulating, a very great variety of 
soils is often produced within very narrow limits. The Honey Locust, Wild Plum 
and Crab Apple, generally mark the spots where, in the uplands, the soil is either 
of the blacker bald-prairie character ; while in the bottoms, in addition to these, 
the Sycamore, Mulberry, Black Walnut, Ash and " Poplar, " and here and there a 
Cottonwood, are seen ; the Chesnut White, or Basket Oak, is also common. The 
great abundance of Bed Bud and Pawpaw in the bottoms, and the beautiful, tall 
green columns formed by the American Ivy,* not only on hving trees, but no 
less on the blackened stumps in the fields, which elsewhere mar the landscape, 
also strike the traveler when approaching this region from the Pine Hills of the 
Hatchie or Tuscumbia. Next to this, he will become acquainted with the fact 
that springs are almost entirely wanting in this region, and that therefore the 
creeks are without flowing water during the greater portion of the year (unless 
heading beyond, in the Pine Hills); and that commonly, either cisterns, or deep 
bored wells withUmy water, supply the place of the natural sources (125, 157). 

540. At I^armington, and north and north-west of the same, we 
have an almost level tract of very fertile lands, whose soil is of the 
yellow loam character, easily tilled, and timbered chiefly with large^ 
stout Post Oaks, whose trunks, as on the prairies, almost invaria- 
bly curve to one side ; with it occur similarly stout and well- 
conditioned Black and Spanish ("ilfc?") Oaks. The soil is deep,, 
and would no doubt be greatly benefitted by the elay marls (1118 • 
141) which in this region, are generally twenty to twenty-five feet 
underground in the uplands, but may probably be had access to 

*It is a great pity that this beautiful creeper {Ampelopsis hederacea), from a 
very superficial resemblance to the Poison Ivy {Ehua toxicodendron), should be so 
little appreciated (not to say shunned) as an ornamental vine in its native land.. 
In Europe it is highly esteemed, and almost throughout Germany the railroad' 
depots have been beautified by arbors and trellises covered with this plant. It 
can never be mistaken for the Poison Oak or Ivy, when it is simply recollected 
that the latter always has only three leaves or leaflets on each leaf-stalk while 
the Virginia Creeper, which is perfectly innocuous, has five of these. 
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more easily in the bottoms, in which the soil sometimes assumes a 
prairie character. Black and bald prairie are said to set in 
shortly after crossing the Tennessee line, north of this region. At 
Corinth the heavy clay marls, as may be observed in the Railroad 
cuts, are much nearer the surface, and the soil is correspondingly 
heavier. The country between Corinth and Chawalla is more 
undulating than the lands near Farmiugton, and although produc- 
tive, its soil is not equal, on the whole, to that of the latter, its 
growth of timber being also inferior, and on the ridges, disposed 
to be scrubby. The Tuscumbia bottom- is wide and fertile, but 
overflows. 

541. South of the Tuscumbia, in the fertile regions about Kossuth 
and Danville, we have frequent alternations of the yellow loam soil 
on the uplands, with spots of prairie on the hillsides and in the 
bottomo. 

Here, as elsewhere, the ■washings from the loam and sand hills often greatly 
improve the heavy prairie soil, rendering it safer, and forming the thrifty 
" mahogany " soils. Where the loam stratum is sufficiently thick, so as to allow 
of this washing without penetrating the loam into the Orange Sand, advantage 
may be taken of this circumstaiice, since the loam appears to be equally rich in 
its whole mass, and a new soil is readily formed on the washed surfaces ; but 
the washes must not be allo^'ed to penetrate into the reddish hard-pan under- 
lying the loam, which cannot serve as a soil. In general, wherever an intermix- 
ture of the two soils can be conveniently effected, it ought to be done. The 
marls of the region (such as that on the ParmeeAee (TTllS), and at other points 
on the creeks) will undoubtedly be of great service on the yellow loam uplands, 
in which deep tillage is found to be highly effectual. 

542. In TT. I and 2, R. 6 E., pine ridges divide the waters of 
the Hatchie and Tuscumbia, the line given on the map running very 
nearly on their eastern slope, e. g , near Bone Yard. In the S. W. 
part of T. 3, and W. half of T. 4, however, gently undulating oak 
uplands form a dividing plateau, whose timber — Post, Black Jack 
and Spanish (" Red ") Oaks, with Hickory — seems to indicate a 
fair soil, although thus far it is but thinly settled — perhaps on 
account of the scarcity of water, which can, however, be remedied 
by bored wells. 

Further east, near, and south of Eienzi, the country is essentially the same as 
near Danville, and as described in the general remarks on the region (1538) — 
the black prairie soil, as well as the bald prairies, being on the whole more 
frequent near the eastern than the western border of the belt ; and the same 
features continue, with little variation, to Old Town Creek, in Pontotoc and 
Itawamba, so that to describe every portion of this tract would involve contin- 
ual repetition. The country around Richmond and Ellistown is a copy of that 
near Eienzi, only that in general, as we advance southward, the prairie soil 
appears more frequently, and in larger patches, until, after crossing Old Town 
Creek in Pontotoc, we find in the " Chickasaw Old Fields " (11121) the begin- 
ning of the prairies proper, which set in inforce on the Chiwapa, Tallabinela 
and Luckatubby, in the South-east comer of Pontotoc county. 

543. On the eastern border of the prairie or " White Lime Country " belt (as 
near CarroUviUe, Richmond, etc.), we generally notice rather a gradual transition 
of the gently undulating, yellow loam uplands, into the sandy soils or Pine Hills 
before described ; and while in North-east Tippah we meet pretty suddenly the 
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Hatchie Hills, in South-east Tippah, and Pontotoc, we mostly find the fertile 
hilly lands and highly colored soils of the Pontotoc Eidge, distinctly marking 
the vfestern outline of the "prairie country." In South-,west Itawamba, east Qf 
Old Town Creek, the creek bottoms are remarkably wide, not of a prairie char- 
acter, but timbered largely with Willow and Water Oak, and possessing a 
fertile, easily tilled soil. We here find also at the western border of the sandy 
region (e. g,, near Borland, P. 0.), a belt of "beeswax hommocks" (closely 
resembling those of the eastern portion of the Pontotoc Eidge opposite) whose 
soil is formed from a very clayey variety of the Eotten Limestone, which often 
crops out on the hillsides. Southward of this point, however, the "beesw;ax 
hommock" soil is not often seen, and the soils of the prairie region usually 
become lighter, as we approach the eastern border. 

544. The Prairie Region Proper. — The surface configuratioa 
and general features of this territory have of necessity beea dis- 
cussed, to a great extent, in the Greojogical Report, under the head 
of the Rotten Limestone Group (Ill6, ff.), to which place I 
refer the reader for the chief points, -while giving more specially, 
in this place, such observations as the limited examinaiion which 
its soils have thus far received, has enabled me to make. 

The prairies proper — leyel, or very gently undulating tracts, 
possessing a deep black, heavy soil, on which timber is very much 
scattered or altogether wanting — ^forra, as has been stated, belts, or 
series of disconnected patches, having on the whole, a north and 
south course; and are interspersed with tracts of a more rolling 
surface, mostly with a shallow, pale, light soil, timbered with the 
common upland Oaks — Spanish ("Red"), Post, Black Jack, and 
sometimes Red and Black (" Black ) and Scarlet (" Spanish ") Oak — 
which, though usually perhaps of average fertility, is sometimes 
absolutely poor, as may be gathered from the scrubby, stunted 
growth it then bears ; the productiveness varying, it appears, very 
nearly in proportion to the approach of the Rotten Limestone to 
the surface. Here, we find not unfrequently, where, thes.e uplands 
slope ofF toward the creek bottoms, " hommock " lands, increasing 
in fertility as we descend, and in the bottoms themselves (where 
the white rock is only a few feet underground), passing into black 
prairie soil, differing little from that on the ridges ; though, per- 
haps, in general it is somewhat lighter, and richer in vegetable 
matter. 

545. The character of the soil of the cretaceous prairies has been repeatedly 
referred to (116 ; 336, ff.; Gen. Agr. Eept.). It is a very heavy clay soil, of a dark 
tint, and possessing a pale, dirty greenish-yellow subsoil, of equal or greater 
heaviness, underlaid, at a depth of three to ten feet (on the prairies of .Monroe 
and Chickasaw) by the Eotten Limestone. The soil is sometimes without 
timber of any kind, but usually bears clumps at least, of Crab Apple, Wild 
Plum, Honey Locust, and Persimmon. These mostly occur even on the> " bald 
prairies," where the rock is so close to the surface that its admixture to the 
soil is evident to the eye ; while whenever the soil and subsoil are of greater 
thickness, isolated Black Jacks and Post Oaks, of a stout growth and peculiar 
form (the Black Jacks with a round, close top ; the Post Oaks with a stout, 
rapidly tapering trunk and very dense, rounded top), also occur. On the regu- 
lar " black prairie," the color of the soil exhibits little change for twelve to 
eighteen inches ; and sometimes an admixture of yegetable matter is perceptible 
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even to the depth of three feet — which ia the bottom prairie soils, is quite usual. 
Lower down we find the stratum of a uniform tint (see ahove), down to the 
surface of the Rotten Limestone. 

546. Towards the edges of the black prairie, the black soil 
becomes shallower, the pale, greenish subsoil approaches the surface, 
and finally reaching it, forms the "Black Jack prairie," which 
generally skirts the prairie proper, and possesses a soil resembling 
that of the "beeswax hommocks" further north. By degrees this 
soil passes over into the lighter soils of the oak uplands. 

I have not yet analyzed the soil of the Black Jack prairie ; it is evidently, 
however, of the same origin as the prairie soil and subsoil proper, and probably 
differs from the latter essentially in the smaller proportions of the Rotten Lime- 
stone which it contains — the rock being too far underground to have contributed 
essentially towards its formation. It is, therefore, highly probable, that if this 
defect were remedied by marling it with the rock, or the lime made therefrom, 
and a proper amount of vegetable matter introduced, the yellow clay soil of the 
Black Jack prairie ^ could be made to resemble very closely, in its properties, 
the true black prairie soil. 

547. As regards the composition of the latter, I have to regret having been 
unable to complete the analysis, already begun, of a specimen from the prairie 
belt of Monroe county. I shall give, however, such determinations as have been 
made, together with the complete analysis of its anier-subsoil. 

No. 172. MoNKOE Praibie Soil. — ^From the prairie on the Pikeville and 
Aberdeen road, S. 20, T. 14, R. 6 E. 

Depth : Eight inches. 

Vegetation : Large, sturdy Post Oak and Black Jack, scattered. 

Color, dark gray when dry, black when wet. The soil, in washing with 
warm water, yielded 2.1 per cent, of smooth, round concretions of Iron Ore, 
from the size of buckshot down to that of a Poppy-seed (11336), together with 
a little sharp, white sand. 

Saturated with moisture at 67. 1 deg. Pahr., it lost 10.535 per cent, of water 
at 400 deg. Pahr. 

The soil thus dried lost, by ignition, Organic Matter and Water 6.091 percent. 

548. The immediate subsoil at this point, though also sampled, has not as yet 
received any examination, the object of the following analysis being to ascertain 
the agricultural value of, the average mass of the whole stratum. 

No. 173. Monroe Pkairie Undeb-Sdbsoil. — Locality : Same as the pre- 
ceding. 

Depik at which taken : Three feet. Color, a dirty greenish-yellow. Forms 
an exceedingly tough paste when wet, but like the surface soil, crumbles in 
drying. 

The same kind and quantity of iron ore concretions as in the preceding, were 
washed out of this subsoil. Saturated with moisture at 67.1 deg. Pahr., it lost 
12.821 per cent, of water at 400 dog. Pahr., dried at which temperature it 
consisted of ; 
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Insoluble Matter 71.539 

Potash 0.542 

Soda 0.230 

Lime 1.075 

Magnesia , 0.771 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.046 

Peroxide of Iron 5.419 

Alumina .13.153 

Phosphoric Acid 0.051 

Sulphuric Acid 0.036 

Organic Matter and Water 6.992 

99.945 

This underclay is undoubtedly poorer in the nutritive ingredients of plants, 
than the higher portions of the strat;um, in which they have accumulated from 
the vegetation of many years, being, at the same time, tenaciously retained by 
the heavy surface soil. The latter probably approaches nearer, in composition, 
to the soil of the tertiary prairie (11744). The composition of the above subsoil 
is still, however, that of a good average soil, and suggests at once the importance 
of affording the roots of plants as much opportunity as possible to penetrate 
deeply into the soil ; the more so as the large amount of alumina which in this 
instance passed into solution (compare in this respect the analysis of the equally 
clayey Heavy Flatwoods Soil, 11571) seems to indicate that the ingredients con- 
tained are, through the action of the lime in the mass (11437, 445), to a great 
extent in an available condition. 

549. While it would be premature to attempt to discuss more 
specially the relations of the soil and subsoil of the prairies, until 
further analyses shall have been made, the data already obtained 
are sufiicient to give some important hints concerning the cultiva- 
tion ot the prairie soils of the region before us. They are almost 
throughout very heavy soils, and what has been said in general 
regarding these (402^, ff.), applies pre-eminently to the prairies of 
N. E. Mississippi. Unlike the heavy Flatwoods soil, however, the 
prairie soil and subsoil, when they dry after a thorough wetting, 
crumble into small fragments, so that, on a sunny day, one unac- 
quainted with the nature of the soil might suppose that the crumbly 
or powdery soil before him was of quite a light character. The 
cause of this property seems, to some extent, to lie in the limt 
■contained in the soil, for it is observed to exist in most of 
the calcareous cl,ays of the State (1203 ; 281), and causes the 
formation, by the roadsides in the prairies, of deep washes, which 
otherwise one is accustomed to see only in sandy soils. 

550. Like most heavy soils in their natural condition, those of the prairies are 
now considered unsafe; i. «., crops suffer very severely by every extreme of wet 
or dry, and it is difBcult to obtain a " stand", if the season is at all extreme. The 
peculiarity above mentioned, viz : that of crumtiling readily whenever a change 
from wet to dry occurs, is pre-eminently favorable to the correction of the prairie 
soils in this respect ; for it is evident that proper drainage is all that is required 
to render the soil safe against the ordinary vicissitudes of the seasons. The 
advantages derived from the underdrainage of clay soils (11409, 410) will be 
comparatively of easy attainment in the prairies. So soon as, by this improve- 
jnent, we enable the roots of our crops to penetrate to where the prairie crawfish 
ieeps up an uijfailing supply of water daring the dryest seasons, we shall not 
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have much reason to fear the latter ; while it will enable us to plow at the proper 
time, without fear of working the soil into brick-bats. For there are few soils 
more severely injured by wet plowing, and also, be it remembered, hy the tramp- 
ling of cattle, than are those of the prairies. As regards the latter, there are 
few cases probably in which the feed obtained and the duiig dropped by the 
cattle, can compensate for the injury done to the soil by turning in stock, 
especially during a wet spell. 

651. Drainage, therefore, ■will undoubtedly serve to correct 
essentially the physical properties of the prairie soil, while at the 
same time, it will afford the crop an opportunity of seeking its 
nourishment within a wider range, in the fertile subsoil ; thus 
restoring to fertility, for tho time being, those soils which, after a 
series of years' severe cropping, have ?now given out. Beep 
flowing will, of course, itself be a considerable step towards the 
attainment of the same benefits, and is to be greatly recommended 
throughout the prairies. The use of the Eotten Limestone as a 
marl (11142), especially in connection with green crops, will also 
benefit essentially the exhausted soils. Yet it must be recollected, 
that all these means combined are no talisman against ultimate- 
exhaustion, if the fundamental maxim of the maintenance of fertility 
(488, ff.) be violated ; and that the prairies as well as the Missis- 
sippi Bottom will give out, if their soil is continually drafted upon 
without return. 

552. Bald Prairies. — A large supply of vegetable matter seems to 
have proved the best remedy against the diseases which crops 
grown on this soil are subject to ; they maybe considered, in fact, as 
soils having received an overdressing of marl (ir460). Wherever 
practicable, the intermixture of the bald-prairie soil with those of 
the yellow loam character, ought to be favored. 

553. Prairie Uplands of Kemper and JYoxubee. — In N. B. Kemper 
and the adjoining portions of Noxubee, there is within the prairie 
region a great variety of soils. The prairie soil proper occurs 
only in patches, on hillsides or in depressions, where the limestone 
approaches the surface, and not unfrequently forms small bald 
prairies also — very similarly as in Tishomingo (1438). The black 
prairie soil here, however, contains a good deal of coarse sand, 
and differs from most of those further N., in that it frequently rusts 
cotton very badly, while producing splendid crops of corn and 
wheat. In point of vegetation, these prairie patches resemble the 
" Chickasaw Old Fields" of Pontotoc, (11121) ; the limestone, 
however, is not generally so near to the surface. 

On the higher ridges there often prevails a very heavy, dark orange colored 
soil, preserving very nearly the same appearance for 2 to 6 feet, where it is 
underlaid by the Kotten Limestone. Its natural timber is short, sturdy Post 
Oak and Black Jack. Gov. J. J. Pettus, on whose plantation, among others, 
this soil occurs, states that it produces fine wheat and also good cotton, which 
does not grow high but bolls very well; and that, moreover, when it is mingled 
with the black or bald prairie soils, it prevents their rusting cotton. Since this 
soil occupies the ridges and is, therefore, easily transported to the prairie beneath 
it, this observation may in many cases be turned to practical advantage. Its 
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cliief defect appears to be the lack of vegetable matter, which can, of course, be 
supplied to it by means of green crops. 

554. The soil of the level or greatly undulating uplands of the region, is 
formed by a rather light and sandy, yellovr loam, timbered with a good growth 
of Post, Spanish ('• Bed") and Bed (" Black") Oak, and Hickory. It is a fair 
soil for corn, wheat and oats, and will generally for some years produce good 
cotton also ; it is in general, however, considered inferior to the soils previously 
mentioned. It does not appear to redeem the promise held out by its timber, 
owitig perhaps to shallow tillage. Its vegetation would seem to indicate that it 
would be benefitted by the use of the Rotten Limestone as a marl. In one 
instance where this was attempted (by J. M. Jones, Esq., S. E. of Wahalak), 
no notable effect seemed to result therefrom ; a single experiment, however, 
cannot decide the question, and it would be well worth while to repeat it at 
other points. — Intermixtures of the three primary varieties, of soils just 
mentioned, are, of course, abundant, and produce excellent soils of intermediate 
character ; in some points, soils closely resembling the " Marshall county Table 
Lands" (ir616) appear. 

555. Between Wahalak Creek and the Flatwoods, e. g., near the plantation of 
W. W. Beck, Esq., we find a level country interspersed with prairie spots, and 
timbered essentially like the upland soil last referred to, with the addition of 
Short-leaf Pine, and, in the branch bottoms, the common White Oak. It is 
somewhat heavier than that of the uplands E. of Wahalak Creek, and produces 
cotton well ; it is obviously very deficient in vegetable matter. Mr. Beck has 
experienced fine effects from the use on it of the Rotten Limestone marl ; and 
the fact that cotton grows luxuriantly wherever the prairie soil mixes with that 
of these uplands, seems to point to the propriety of using in their improvement, 
the material from which the former derives most of its active ingredients. 
Where the marl requires to be hauled to a considerable distance, it may in many 
cases be found advantageous to diminish the cost of transportation as well as 
the quantity required for a dressing, by previous burning (^147 to 149). 

As to the means of preventing the rusting of cotton in the prairie soils of 
this region, it is to be hoped that they ^ivill be developed by analysis. 

556. East Tippah. — The general character of the Pontotoc 
Ridge (embracing the greater portion of the territory of the 
Ripley Group, see map) has been described in the Geological 
Report (1128 to 130, 137). It is, however, only the southern and 
western portion of that territory as laid down on the map, which 
is thus characterized ; the greater part of the country watered by 
the Hatchie being of a very different aspect, and consisting chiefly 
of broken " Pine Hills" (14272). In N. Tippah, therefore, the 
lands bearing, more or less distinctly, the character of the Pon- 
totoc Ridge, are confined to a narrow band, only a few miles in 
width, between the pine lands of the Flatwoods Region (1[591)"on 
Muddy Creek on one side, and those of the Hatchie on the other. 

The road from Ripley to Pocahontas runs almost iri the middle of the fertile 
belt, for the greater part of the distance to the State line (irl34) ; yet even on 
this route we occasionally meet a pine ridge, and Pmes are in sight, from time to 
time, on either side. E. of the Hatchie, in TT. 1 and 2, RR. 5 and 6 B., the 
character of the Pine Hills is rather exceptional, the Post Oak and Black Jack, 
elsewhere commonly occurring, being, to a great extent, replaced by White 
Oak. This, as well as the frequent appearance of Hickory on the hills, would 
seem to indicate a better soil than usually accompanies the other oaks ; yet the 
region is very thinly settled, and cultivated only in the narrow bottoms. 
Further S., the Pine Hills resume their usual growth of Short-leaf Pine, Black 
Jack and Post Oak, with scattered Chestnuts ; the ground being occupied by 
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the "Devils Shoe-string" {Tephrosia Virginica), Grasses (^A^idropogon) and 
Fern {Pteris aquilina), and at the proper season, rendered quite showy by various 
flowers of the Sunflower tribe {Budheckia Jiirta, Coreopsis lanceolata, Silphium, 
etc.). 

557. Between the two forks of the Hatchie, in TT. 3, 4 and N. W. J^ T. 5, 
E. 5 E., the country is mostly of the same character — very hilly and broken, 
soil very sandy and thin, and timbered as above, with the addition of the Rock 
(jhestaviiOakiQuercus prinos monticola), which is of rare occurrence elsewhere; 
some of the highest elevations in the State, probably, occur here (ir3) on the 
high Orange Sand ridges, which are frequentlycapped with ledges of ferruginous 
sandstone (iTll flf.; 57). Towards the W. fork, however, the land gradually 
improves, and after crossing it, the country assumes, within 5 miles E. of Ripley, 
the character of the region S. of the latter place. — It is noticeable that in TT. 4 
and 5 especially, the " Poplar" and other lime-loving trees frequently appear in 
the ravines and on the hillsides, as well as in the bottom of the Hatchie itself 
(which is very fertile, but subject to overflow). It is quite likely, therefore, 
that at many points, the marls, of the Eipley Group (IT 143) are near to the 
surface ; and such as that occurring on the bluff of a creek near Kellum's mill, 
on Hatchie (^[134), would prove highly beneficial to the poor soils of the region. 
The black clays of the lower Hatchie, however, are useless for that purpose 
(irl34). 

558. Further S., between the heads of the Hatchie and Talla- 
hatchie, the extreme Pine Hill character is gradually lost, the 
country becomes less broken, the soil less sandy, and the other 
upland Oaks gradually mingle with the Black Jack and Post Oak, 
while the Pine becomes less frequent. 

Such is the character of the country near Molino, where some of the uplands 
produce 500 to 700, others 900 to 1000 lbs. of seed-cotton per acre. But as we 
advance southward, after crossing Wilhite's Creek, we enter fuUy upon tie 
fertile lands of the Pontotoc Ridge (the "Buncombes"), which here adjoin, on 
the W., level or gently undulating uplands timbered chiefly with sturdy Post 
Oak and Hickory, and here styled " Platwoods" — which are underlaid by the 
Rotten Limestone (S. E. J^, T. 6, E. 6 E.), and form the transition from the 
lands of the Ridge proper, to those of the " White Lime Country" (538). 
Similar, fertile lands skirt the latter on the W., in T. 5, near Dry Eun P. 0., or 
Jumpertown, where excellent marls seem to occur (irl35) ; which thus &r, 
however, in that immediate neighborhood, have only been found in wells. The 
high ridges W. of Blackland (if 120) are covered chiefly with a rich Oak growth, 
mixed with " Poplar" and Locust ; bluish marl of fine quality is found in the 
gullies (e. g., at the " Big Hill", S. 18, T. 5, E. 6 E). Only the highest ridges 
sometimes bear a few Pines, on knolls covered with brown sandstone. 

559. South Tippah and the Pontotoc Ridge. — The narrow 
belt of fertile land underlaid by marl beds, which extends north- 
ward from Ripley (556), bears essentially the same character as 
S. Tippah, E. of the Platwoods and W. of the Hatchie Hills. A 
more or less undulating, sometimes hilly surface, with a deep 
mellow loam soil bearing a rich Oak growth, interspersed more or 
less with Hickory, and frequently also bearing the " Poplar" and 
Walnut, characterize the first class lands of the region, whose 
permanent fertility isinsuredby the abundant beds of marl (11 43, ff.), 
and glauconitic limestones (1153), so easily accessible. Where the 
Oak growth becomes lank and thin, and a great deal of Scarlet 
(" Spanish") Oak mixes with it, the soil is often inferior on the sur- 
face, but everywhere possesses a fine subsoil. Long spurs of pine 
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ridges sometimes extend into this region, forming large scollops, 
and sometimes almost cutting off from the main body minor tracts 
of fertile soil. 

560. " The Buncombes". — Near the southern border of the county, 
in T. 6, RR. 3 and 4 E., we find, included mainly between Wilhite's 
and King's Creek, the singular soil of the "Buncombes" — a red 
sandy loam deeply tinged with iron, and filled with smooth, shining, 
brown pebbles, of a rounded shape (1336), to such an extent that, 
to the uninitiated, the soil in many points looks unpromising in the 
highest degree, and almost too stony for tillage. Yet these 
uplands bear a vigorous growth of Oaks, Hickory, "Poplar", 
Black Walnut, Umbrella-Tree [Magnolia auriculata), Locust 
(Robinia), etc., and will yield, with little trouble, 60 to 80 bushels 
of corn, and more than a bale of cotton per acre ; added to all 
of which, it " wears well", and will be easily resuscitated by 
means of the greensand marls which abound in the region (1135, 
136 ; 144), conjointly with the use of the subsoil plow. 

561. '^ Red Lands". — These ferruginous, concretionary pebbles 
characterize, more or less, all the first class uplands, and more 
especially the " Red Lands" of the Pontotoc Ridge, although they 
are not often found of so large a size as in the "Buncombes," but 
vary from that of a poppy-seed to that of a buckshot, as in the 
prairies (336 ; 547). They are frequently not observable in the 
surface soil, but may very generally be noticed in the subsoil. The 
loam stratum which forms the latter is often of considerable 
thickness — from 6 to 10 feet on the ridges, and of a dfeep orange, 
or " red" tint. 

From its mellowness, it is disposed to wash badly unless protected ; but the 
great fertility even of the lowest portions of the subsoil may be readily judged 
of by the luxuriant growth of weeds which covers the sides of these " red 
washes", so soon as by exposure to the atmosphere for some time (fallowing — 
Tr357) they have been sufficiently stimulated. The same effect, of course, 
would follow the use of the calcareous marls so commonly accessible on the 
Eidge, or of the lime burnt from the " bored limestone", which, as has been 
stated (irl53), is far superior to the purest lime, for agrisultural purposes. 
I Deep culture, therefore, both for the purpose of bringing up the fertile subsoil, 
and for the prevention of washing ; and the use of the calcareous manures of 
the region (if possible conjointly with vegetable matter, in which most of the 
soils of the Eidge are deficient), will long be sufficient to maintain the productive- 
ness of these soils ; among whose advantages is, also, a great capacity for 
resisting extremes of wet and drouth, which would be increased by the further 
addition of lime (443). 

562. " Mulatto Soils. " — Of course there is, within the class of 
soils thus generally characterized, a considerable number of varie- 
ties which, for the reasons given (1527^), have not aK,yet received 
special consideration. Besides the extreme " red lands " character, 
in which the deep-tinted surface soil often contains but a trace of 
vegetable matter (1424), one of the most frequent, and most 
esteemed kinds of land is the "mulatto soil" of the western portion 
of the Ridge*. 
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TJie surface soil of this character, from 8 to 12 inches in depth, is generally 
of a light chocolate tint, its subsoil pale Orange-yellow above, but becoming 
deeper tinted, and more like the "red lands" subsoil, as we go deeper. A 
specimen of this kind of soil is the only one of the soils of the Pontotoc Ridge 
of which I have as yet been able to make a (partial) analysis. 

No. 226. "Mulatto Soil" from Stephen Dagett's land, S. 33, T. 10, E. 3 E., 
Pontotoc county. 
Depth : Ten inches. 

Vegetation : Spanish {"lied"), Black and Post Oak, Hickory — all large and 
stout trees ; some Black Grum, Sweet Gum, and Black "Walnut. 
Color when moist, alight chocolate tint. 
Mellow, easily tilled. 

The airdried soil lost 3.663 per cent, of moisture at 400 deg. Fahr., dried at 
which temperature it consisted of : 

Insoluble Matter 90.572 

Potash 1.096 

Soda 0.423 

Lime 0.178 

Peroxide of Iron 2.060 

Alumina 3.555 

Magnesia, Brown Oxide of Manganese Sulphuric and 
Phosphoric Acids, Water and Organic Matter (determi- 
nation not completed) 2.116 

100.000 

The amounts of Potash and Soda shown by this analysis are unusually high 
in a soil containing so much insoluble matter. The amount of Lime is not 
proportionately high, and hence great benefit will no doubt be derived from the 
use of calcareous manures on this soil — which has already been experienced in 
the neighborhood of Pontotoc (irl53), where the same soil, or nearly so, 
prevails. The ingredients not determined must be present in a fair proportion 
to the rest, for the land averages 1,000 lbs. of seed-cotton, and will produce as 
high as forty and more, bushels of corn. 

563. There are among the soils of the Pontotoc Ridge, two 
other chief varieties, which have been mentioned before (T127), 
viz : a heavy, yellow or greenish-yellow clay soil, timbered almost 
exclusively with Black Jack, forming " beeswax liommocks " simi- 
lar to those described in Itawamba (lf533) ; and " bald prairie 
hilltops, " formed either by the " bored limestone " or its represen-, 
tative, the white calcareous sand (T135) ; soils of this character, 
and those resulting from their intermixture with the more prevalent 
loam soils of the Ridge, generally bear a growth of stout, sturdy 
Post Oak, with trunks curving to one side (ITSiO), interspei'sed 
with Crab Apple, Honey Locust, etc. 

The soils of the latter kind are generally very productive, especially for corn 
— they will sometimes rust cotton, but this can probably be obviated by giving 
them a supply of vegetable matter. 

As for the " beeswax hommock " or Black Jack soil, though probably possess- 
ing a good supply of the elements of fertility, it is so stiff and intractable, as to 
render its cultivation somewhat precarious, since it is severely injured both by 
wet and drouth. It is almost destitute of vegetable matter, and the addition 
of this and of Sandy marls, would probably be the first step towards its 
reclamation ; it has not yet, however, received suflBcient attention. — There are, 
of course, a great variety of intermixtures of these various soils, especially on 
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the hillsides, where it is often difficult to obtain a definite idea of the prevalent 
character. 

564'. The agricultural features of the Eidge in Chickasaw do 
not differ essentially from those in Pontotoc. Even the " Buncombe " 
land is represented (for instance, with a great abundance of ferru- 
I ginous pebbles of various sizes, in the southern portion of T. 12, 
R. \i E., near Houlka P. 0-) ; but, as we approach Houston, the 
" mulatto soil " becomes heavier and less deeply tinged with iron, 
forming a transition into the oak uplands of the prairie region. 
564S. But for the brokenness of the surface, which in many 
points renders inconvenient the culture of large tracts, few upland 
regions in Mississippi could boast of equal agricultural advantages 
with the Pontotoc Ridge generally. Nor are the comforts of life 
often marred (as is the case in the prairies) by the lack or scarcity 
of good water ; springs being quite abundant and wells, in most 
cases, easily obtained, either in the Orange Sand overlying the 
marl and limestone, or else by shallow bores (seldom much exceed- 
ing 150 feet) within the strata of the Cretaceous — in which case, 
the water, it is true, is limy, but not nearly as much, commonly, 
as in the Rotten Limestone region. Not unfiequently the waters 
thus obtained, which rise to within 40 to 70 feet of the surface, are 
more or less sulphureous and chalybeate, the same being the case 
sometimes with the natural springs ; they do not often, however, 
contain any notable quantity of magnesian salts. Artesian bores 
have not, so far as I know, as yet been attempted, although it 
seems quite likely that they might succeed, especially in the W. 
part of the Ridge, where the land is not very high, 

565. Waters op the North-eastern Prairie Region. — Those 
of the Pontotoc Ridge lands have just been referred to. In those 
portions of this region which have been above described as being, 
more or less, of the Pine Hill character (the territory of the 
Butaw and Tombigbee Sand Groups, and also that of the Carbo- 
niferous formation — see map), there is generally little difficulty in 
obtaining a good supply of water. The Orange Sand, which forms 
ithe surface, is underlaid by the impervious strata of the other 
formations, giving rise to numerous springs ; wells obtain water 
at moderate depths, either above the older formations, when it is 
of the freestone character— or else within the latter, when it is 
often limy and sometimes slightly sulphureous, but not often so far 
impregnated with mineral ingredients as to interfere with its daily 
use for drinking purposes. 

Fetid and undrinkable water has been obtained, on the territory of the Eutaw 
Oroup, between Weaver's Creek and the Little Sipsie (ll05) ; cisterns require 
to be used in that region. 

There are, however, some strong mineral springs within the State, B. of the 
Rotten Limestone region, some of which deserve, and have attracted, considera- 
ble attention. 

566. At luka, on the M. & C. E. R., there are several mineral springs (ir98), 
of two of which I have analyzed specimens furnished me by Geo. W. Stamps, 
Esq., of the luka Female Institute. 
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" No. 2. GUM SPRING. " 

Sulphuretted Hydrogen, largely, 

Bicarbonate of Iron, largely. 

Free Carbonic Acid (suflBcient to cause it to sparkle), with small amounts of 

Bicarbonate of Lime, 

" " Magnesia, 

" " Potash and Soda, 

Chloride of Sodium. 

In 10,000 parts this water contains 1.10 of solid ingredients, chiefly oxide of 
Iron. It is a strong " Red Sulphur" water. 

" No. 3. BOX SPHING. " 

Bicarbonate of Iron, largely, 

Free Carbonic Acid, 

Very small amounts of the Bicarbonates, Chlorides and Sulphates of Lime, 
Magnesia, Potash and Soda. — Is almost a pure chalybeate, tonic in its action. 

There is still another water, but the bottle containing it was broken in the 
transmission. The accessibility and healthful as well as pleasant location of 
these springs, no less than the quality of their water, seem destined to render 
them a favorite place of resort. — The strong, copious chalybeate spring at Mr. 
Aleck Peden's place has been mentioned (Tr62). — A mile S. of Corinth, there 
is a copious chalybeate spring containing the proto-sulphate of Iron, some hme 
and common salt. 

567. The mineral springs flowing from the bluff of the Tombig- 
bee near Fulton, Itawamba county, are generally magnesian ' 
chalybeates, sometimes slightly impregnated with sulphuretted 
hydrogen. 

The analysis of one of these, situated about a mile below Judge Bullard's 
place, on the Tombigbee, gaye the following result : 

Bicarbonate of Iron, largely, 
" " Magnesia, 

Free Carbonic Acid, 

Chloride of Magnesium, 

Minute amounts of the Chlorides, and a trace of the Sulphates, of Potash and 
Soda. 

This water is said to be precisely the same in quality as that at " White's 
Springs, " 43^ miles S. of Fulton, which have acquired some reputation — there 
seems to be more free Carbonic Acid in their water. Similar waters are found 
both in springs and wells, on the Bull Mountain ; e. g. in a bored well on S. 13, T. 
10, R. 9 E. In the latter, however, a part of the iron is contained as proto- 
sulphate. J 

Kot far from this point, a mineral well was obtained by Mr. W. 
Medley ; out of it there was dug a gray clay possessing an 
astringent taste, which was found to be quite effectual as an ex- 
ternal application to old sores, etc. An analysis of a specimen of 
this earth, furnished me by G. W. Stovall, Esq., of Richmond, 
gave the following result : 

Insoluble Matter (Sandy Clay) 86.879 

Lime 0.732 

Magnesia 0.237 

Peroxide of Iron, and Alumina 4.548 

Sulphuric Acid 1.385 

Water 6.083 



99.864 
The styptic and astringent properties observed in this clay were 
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therefore owing, no doubt, to a certain amount of the Sulphates of 
Alumina (" Alum ") and of Lime (Gypsum). 

The character of the wells in the Tombigbee Hommock has 
been referred to (1535). Deep bored, and artesian wells would 
no doubt succeed in its northern portion as well, as further S. 
between Aberdeen and Columbus. 

568. Waters of the Rotten Limestone Region. — Generalities 
concerning these have been given in the Geological Report (T"122, 
123, 125). Sipc-wells are so rarely practicable, that we may 
generally consider the alternative as lying between cisterns and 
deep bored wells, in some of which the water rises above the 
surface, in others only within available distance. In the latter 
case, either a pump, or more commonly, a long narrow bucket, of 
the diameter of the bore, having at the bottom a valve opening 
upwards, is employed in bringing the water to the surface. 

In consequence of the dip of the Rotten Limestone stratum, these wells are, 
of course, deepest at the western horder of its region of occurrence, and quite 
shallow on the eastern side ; while wells situated at no great distance north- 
ward or, in the southern portion, north-westward of one another, are generally 
of similar depth. In the southern portion, depths increase pretty regularly 
between 25 and 30 feet per mile, westward or south-westward ; but in Tisho- 
mingo, there is less regularity, and shallow sipe-wells are not uncommon. At 
Farmington, there are sipe-wells 20 to 25 feet deep, with freestone water, and 
others 40 to 50 feet, with limy water, possessing but little rise.-^At Corinth, 
bored wells 70 feet deep, in which the water rises to within 12 to 15 feet of the 
surface. A deeper bore would doubtless bring it out above the surface, so soon 
as another vein of water should be struck. — A few miles E. and N. B. of Bone 
Yard, wells 250 to 270 feet in depth- have been bored. At Bone Yard, as might 
be foreseen, no water was struck in a bore of 200 feet (it could not be expected 
at less than 325 to 350). — At Kossuth, some sipe wells 18 to 20 feet deep, and 
a bored well (Mr. Wright's) of 270 feet. 

At Rienzi, wells 60 to 75 feet ; water rises only 15 to 20 feet. There is a 
very good chance here of a much higher rise within the next 2 to 300 feet. — 
Due W. of Rienzi, near Mr. Eynum's, S. 7, T. 4, R. 6 B., sipe-wells 20 to 25 
feet ; a little further N. E., the same, or bored wells 2(X) to 260 feet. 

At Blackland, wells are comparatively shallow — 120 to 140 feet; the 
water rises only 15 to 20 feet, and the vein is probably a different one from that 
supplying the wells heretofore enumerated. 

At Mr. J. W. Yates', S. 11, T. 6, R. 6 E., bored well 35 feet ; little rise.^ 
At CaroUville, about the same. On S. 36, T. 6, R. 5 B., at Mr. Humphrey's, 
200 feet.— At Mr. McManus', S. 35, 210 feet ; Dr. Agnew's, S. 27, 271 feet ; 
half a mile E. of Dr. A's, 240 feet. The depth increases westward and 
northward from Dr. Agnew's — there being wells 300 and 330 feet deep. In 
all of these, the water rises to within 40 to 70 feet of the surface, according to 
elevation ; that of the five last named wells is pretty limy, that of McManus' 
excessively and unhealthily so ; most of them (e. g. Dr. Agnew's) are slightly 
sulphureous and chalybeate. 

The examples may suffice to show the condition of things in 
Tishomingo. Very nearly the same exists at corresponding points 
of the Rotten Liniestone belt in Pontotoc and Itawamba counties, 
the deepest bores rarely exceeding 300 feet, water rising within 
40 to 60 feet of the surface. Here also, deeper bores might bring 
artesian water, derived from the high Pine lands further E. (1532) ; 
thus far, cisterns are extensively used. 
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569. Bored and Artesian Wells of Monroe and Lowndes. — Between Camargo 
and Richmond, wells vary from 80 to 120 feet ; the water rises only 15 to 20 
feet. The most northerly artesian well of which I have any knowledge, is 3 
miles N. of Camargo ; depth 200 feet, water rises 2 feet above the surface. At 
Camargo, in a well 280 feet deep, water rises to within 60 feet of the surface. 
Between Camargo and Aberdeen, on the W. side of the Tombigbee, the depths 
vary between 2 to 500 feet (the public well at Aberdeen being 512 feet deep) ; 
the water rises to within 60 feet and less, and flows out at Aberdeen, and thence 
to Columbus ; there being numerous artesian wells in the Tombigbee hommock 
(^535), in which, from the low level at which they are situated, the depths are 
sometimes much less, and the pressures greater, than in those on the high lands 
of the W. side — the depth being sometimes within 200, and rarely exceeding 
300 feet ; and the pressure being mostly sufficient to form handsome fountains. 
It is evident, however, from the variability of depths in localities similarly 
situated, that several water-bearing strata contribute towards supplying these 
wells, with streams of different strength and composition ; which cannot he 
surprising, in view of the great irregularity in the stratification of the Eutaw 
Group, from which these waters are derived (Trl02, 106, 155). The public 
well at Columbus (371 feet deep), and others situated on the ridge, are 
obviously derived from the same stratum as those in the hommock, inasmuch 
as, a short time since, when a nine inch bore (intended to supply a tanyard) in 
the lower part of the town, gave vent to a large volume of water, aU the wells 
on the ridge ceased to flow, but were restored when the large vent was partially 
closed. Most of the artesian waters at Columbus and Aberdeen are somewhat 
chalybeate, and often sulphureous also (irl56). 

570. I regret that want of space precludes me from entering more fully upon 
the details of this important subject, which will be given in a subsequent Eeport. 
As we recede westwardly from the Tombigbee, the depths of wells rapidly 
increase ; the prairies being an elevated plateau (Tl22, ff.), and the wells rarely 
sunk to the strata which supply the Aberdeen and Columbus wells, their water 
does not often flow out, hut only comes to within available distance of the 
surface. A remarkable local exception occurs in the case of Dr. Ellis' artesian 
well, on the Chuckatonche, S. 12, T. 17, R. 5 E., which yields a strong stream 
at 246 feet, and is the only one of the kind, so far as I loiow, on this meridian. 
At Palo Alto, a bore of 500 feet passed through the Rotten Limestone into sand, 
bringing the water within 70 feet of the surface. 

At Pikeville, a bore of 614 feet brought the water to within 23 feet of the 
surface ; whether a deeper bore has since brought the water to the surface, I 
have not learned. At Buena Vista, a similar rise was obtained at a correspond- 
ing depth, allowing for the westward dip. 

Mr. Dexter's well, on Kilgore's Ridge, has been mentioned above (^123). 
At the E. foot of the ridge, there are several wells yielding a copious supply of 
fine water— thus Wm. G. Carradine's, S. 24, T. 15, R. 5 E. (11537 feet deep, 
water within 41 feet of the surface), which in summer, alone supplies seTeral 
plantations, even with stock water. 

Near the W. edge of the prairie region (in S. Chickasaw, Ocktibbeha, Noxu- 
bee and Kemper), as has been mentioned (11122), wells require to be sunk 
to great depths — 800 to 1,000 feet, and more ; and then, the first stream struck 
does not generally rise more than within available distance of the surface ; 
though if the bore were continued to greater depths, a flow might be expected. 
At Macon, at a depth of 760 feet, I believe, artesian water has been obtained. 

Data regarding the wells at Houston and Sparta have been given above (11122, 
167) ; at these places, the chances of artesian water would probably lie between 
1200 and 1500 feet. The shallow well at Okalona has been mentioned ; there 
can be little doubt that a bore between 300 and 600 feet would bring a copious 
supply, perhaps of artesian water. 
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THE FLATWOODS KBGION. 

'Comprising parts or the Counties of Tippah; Pontotoc, Lafayette, 
Chickasaw, Calhoun, Choctaw, Ocktibbeha, Winston, Noxubee and 
Kemper. 



561. Geographical Position and Surface Conformation. — The 
level lands, timbered chiefly with Post Oak, often accompanied by 
Black Jack and Short-leaf Pine, popularly styled the Flatwoods. 
(iri64, ff.), form a narrow belt, which borders on the west, the cre- 
taceous, or North-Eastern Prairie Region. The usual width of 
the Flatwoods proper, is from three to six miles ; in some regions 
the bordering hills encroach upon them so as to greatly reduce 
their width ; in others, the hills recede so far as to enclose between 
them a level tract of ten or twelve miles. Their outline is, there- 
fore, much scolloped, and difficult to define with accuracy. Com- 
mencing at the north, on the southern bank of Tippah Creek in 
T. 4, R. 2 E., Tippah county (1169), they occupy the greater part 
of R. 2 E. of the Chickasaw Survey. From the south-west corner 
of Chickasaw county, they bear S. S. B., in the direction of DeKalb, 
in Kemper coimty, where the Succarnoche river may be considered, 
their southern limit ; for beyond, they gradually lose their char- 
acter and pass into the common yellow loam uplands of that 
portion of Alabama. 

562. In their upper portion, down to Houlka creek, their eastern 
limit is pretty sharply defined by the abrupt hills and deep ravines 
of the Pontotoc Ridge, whose " Red Lands," with their growth of 
" Poplar", Walnut, Hickory, Black, White and (true) Red Oaka, 
contrast strongly with the white soil of the Flatwoods, and their 
uniform growth of lank Post Oak and Short-leaf Pine ; their 
general outline on this side being pretty correctly represented by 
the Range line between RR. 2 and 3. Westward of the towa of 
Pontotoc, however, they approach within one mile of that place ; 
the Houlka, also, carries them across the Range line for a short 
distance. Then again, we meet them three-fourths of a mile west 
of the town of Houston ; and for a few miles below, the yellow 
loam hills are found skirting them, in a due south course. There, 
however, the ridge turns south-eastward, in the direction of Sparta 
(1122), and the Flatwoods follow it very nearly up to the latter 
place, forming a large scollop to the eastward of the main body. 

With the Flatwoods of Octibbeha county, I am not personally acquainted ; 
but from what I can learn, they are there bordered on the east, not by hills, but 
mostly by level upland prairie. Such, also, is the case in S. Noxubee, and in 
Kemper, where I have personally observed them. In passing from Grholson 
towards Wahalak P. 0., it is difficult to say where Flatwoods cease and the 
prairie begins ; in the eastern portion of the Flatwoods, though the kind of 
R— 18 
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timber is still the same, its growth is sturdier, and the land, whose soil is not 
so excessively heavy, yields fine cotton crops. The railroad is here very nearly 
on the dividing line between the two kinds of land (Tr565). 

563. In this southern portion of the Flatwoods Region, its western outline is 
as sharply defined, as the opposite is, further north. Prom the Noxubee HiUs 
(1[645), about four miles east of W^ebster, and from the Gholson or Summer- 
ville Eidge, about the same distance east of Gholson, we descend very suddenly 
(at the latter place about one hundred feet) from the very sandy ridge (^647), 
into the level Post Oak Flatwoods, whose soil would often times seem to be of 
more immediate interest to the potter, than to the agriculturist. 

564. It seems that in N. B. Winston and S. W. Octibbeha counties, the Flat- 
woods are crossed in all directions by the drainage of the country, viz : the 
Noxubee River and its tributaries ;* a natural consequence of their situation at 
the foot of ridges considerably elevated above them. But further north, and 
up to the neighborhood of the town of Pontotoc, they assume the character of 
a dividing plateau between the waters of the Mississippi and Tombigbee ; their 
general surface being but little below the level of the hiUtops of the adjoining 
country. In Tippah and N. Pontotoc counties, they give rise to numerous 
tributaries of the Tallahatchie ; further south, the main prongs of the Yokeney- 
Patafa; the Loosha-Scoona, and Yallabusha take their rise in them on one side, 
on the other, the headwaters of Chiwappa, Chukatonche, Houlka and Tibby. 
Some of the waters of the two first named streams, (viz : the Chiwappa and 
Chuckatonche), cross the Pontotoc Ridge, therefore, after taking their rise in the 
Flatwoods, at a lower level; hence the deep ravines which they form in this 
first part of their course. 

565. In this northern portion of the Flatwoods tract, its western 
limit is generally ill defined and somewhat arbitrary. In passing 
westward from the level portion of the Flatwoods immediately 
adjoining the Pontotoc Ridge, the country gradually becomes more 
undulating, and frequently passes quite insensibly into a hilly, 
pine country, similar in its general aspect to the Pine Hills, further 
inland, save in that its soil is prevalently very heavy, and its vege- 
tation more similar to that of the Flatwoods proper. I shall 
therefore include the description of these lands, which occupy the 
greater portion of R. 1 E., and large parts of R. 1 W., under the 
general head of the Flatwoods Region (1587, ff.) In South-west 
Chickasaw and adjoining parts of Calhoun and Choctaw, the west- 
ern portion of the Flatwoods (as well as the adjoining hilly coun- 
try) is characterized by the superaddition of the White Oak to the 
ordinary growth of the Flatwoods, indicating a corresponding 
improvement of the soil. This region I shall designate as the 
White Oak Flatwoods (584, ff.). 

THE SOILS OF THE FLATWOODS REGION. 

566. It has been mentioned in the Geological Report (1164, ff.), 
that the Flatwoods, as well as the hilly country adjoining them to 
the westward, are generally underlaid by the stiff gray clays of 
the lowest, lignite stage of the eocene Tertiary. Outcrops of these 

*Por information concerning this portion of the Flatwoods Region (which I 
have not personally visited) as well as for other favors, I am indebted to G. G. 
Snedecor,Bsq., of Louisville, Winston county. 
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clays are very common on bluffs and hillsides throughout the 
region. While wet, they appear dark gray or almost black, but 
when dry they are usually of a light gray, and sometimes almost 
white. When in their natural place, or recently thrown out, they 
usually possess either a slaty structure, or else, and most frequently, 
a tendency to split into rounded, nodular forms, familiar to every 
one who has traversed the Platwoods. 

This " Platwoods clay " (11165) does not readily " dissolve " or form a plastic 
paste with water ; but whenever by dint of repeated kneading (such as the 
wheels of vehicles will perform) it has been made to form a paste, its tenacity 
is such as to be scarcely exceeded by the most approved " prairie mud." Kor 
can the black prairies of Pontotoc and Monroe, during the wet season, present 
more formidable obstacles to the wagoner, than do the bottoms and hillsides of 
the Flatwoods region. Hence the great frequency among its streams, of such 
names as Mud Creek, and others still more eloquently expressive of the awe 
in which they are held by those who are habitually obliged to traverse the 
Flatwoods. 

567. There are two chief varieties of soil usually found in the 
Flatwoods proper ; and these two are at opposite extremes of the 
scale of lightness. One of these is little else than the Platwoods 
clay above described, disintegrated and formed into a stratum 
possessing a massy* cleavage, of a gray tint, with red or yellow 
spots, and changing but little from the surface down to where the 
clay still retains its orginal structure. The other variety is in the 
main, a very fine, almost pulverulent, sand or silt, of a gray tint, 
and with ferruginous dots ; which lower down, sometimes pass into 
bog ore or " black gravel " (1387). This soil, also, shows but little 
change from the surface downwards, save that in many places, it 
has for its subsoil the heavy gray clay soil above mentioned ; in 
others, wells twenty feet deep have shown it to be the same at the 
bottom as on the surface. 

568. Both soils are timbered nearly alike, with Post Oak of a 
lank, gawky growth, with long, thin branches, commencing low 
down on the trunk ; the main braaches often covered with leaves 
close to the bark. 

Such is invariably, and more characteristically, the case on the light soil, 
which in low places, not unfrequently bears a small growth of WiUow Oak, 
accompanied very generally by small Huckleberry bushes. On the heavy soil, 
the Post Oak often assumes a sturdier growth, and is at times entirely replaced 
by the Black Jack, which on this soil, very generally mingles with the Post 
Oak ; as also does the Short leaf Pine and Spanish {"Bed") Oak, which rarely 
appear on the light soil ; and when they do, are usually an indication of the 
heavy clay subsoil not being ftir underground. 

569. The heavy soil is, on the whole, by far the most prevalent of the two. 
So far as I know, it is only in N. Pontotoc and N. Chickasaw counties that the 
light soil occupies tracts of any considerable extent. Thus, it constitutes exten- 
sive tracts between the waters of the Tallahatchie Mud Creek and Lubatubby, 
and on the extreme headwaters of Yallabusha and Houlka, in N. W. Chickasaw. 



*By "maSsy" cleavage is meant that the material when cracked or broken, 
shows no tendency to cleave in any particular direction by preference. The word 
implies, therefore, very nearly what is popularly expressed in "joint clay". 
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'Smaller tracts of a similar character, howeyer, occur more or less, over the 
whole Flatwoods helt. 

570. It is singular that, while these two extreme soils are so often found 
-contiguous to, and overlying each other, intermixtures, which might form soils 
of commendable physical properties at least, are but rarely met with. Thus, in 
passing from Cherry Hill to Houston, we find the light soil prevailing almost 

: altogether, up to about three miles W. N. W. of Houston, where we find, on 
-S. 34, T. 13, R. 2 E , and thence onward for some distance, a low ridge or tract 
-of land, timbered almost exclusively with scrubby Black Jack, the soil of which, 
-destitute of every blade of grass or other undergrowth, appears to be immedi- 
:ately suited to the potter's lathe. Strips or " ridges " of this kind are not 
unfrequently met with in the Flatwoods both of Chickasaw and Pontotoc coun- 
ties. It is only in the bottom soils of the Flatwoods tract that we find the two 
soils commingled in Such proportions as to form a soil of excellent quality, 
both physical and chemical. 

571. Composition op the Flatwoods Soils. — Two specimens of soil from 
1 the Flatwoods region, representing the two extremes above described, have thus 
'.far been analyzed. 

No. 230. Heavy Flatwoods Soil from S. 4, T. 10, R. 2 E., Pontotoc county: 
'Depth : No perceptible difference between soil and subsoil ; specimen taken 

• down to twelve inches. 

Vegetation : Post Oak, Short-leaf Pine ; some little Spanish (" Sed ") Oak, and 

• occasionally a little Hickory. 

The soil saturated with moisture at 72.5 deg. Fahr., lost 9.333 per cent, of 
■vwater at 400 deg. Fahr. Dried at this temperature, it consisted of : 

Insoluble Matter 77.854 

Potash 0.753 

Soda 0.106 

Lime 0.178 

Magnesia 0.831 

Brown Oxide of Manganese ,. 0.167 

Peroxide of Iron 5.899 

Alumina 10.302 

Phosphoric Acid 0.052 

Sulphuric Acid 0.032 

Organic Matter and Water 3.689 



99.841 
572. No. 165. Lmht Flatwoods Soil, from S. 36, T. 13, R. 2 B., Chickasaw 
•county : 

Depth : No perceptible difference between soil and subsoil. Specimen taken 
to the depth of twelve inches. 

Vegetation : Almost exclusively Post Oak ; very little Spanish (" Sed ") Oak ; 
Huckleberry bushes in the depressions. 

A pale gray, powdery soil, mostly fine siliceous matter, with little clay. Its 
■mass is full of ferruginous dots, which increase downwards. 

The air-dried soil lost 2.050 per cent, of water at 400 deg. ; at which 
■ iemperature it consisted of : 
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Insoluble Matter 93.575 

Potash 0.254 

Soda o.oee 

Lime , 0.082 

Magnesia 0.175 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.111 

Peroxide of Iron , 1.44:5 

Alumina 2.605 

Phosphoric Acid 0.008 

Sulphuric Acid trace 

Organic Matter and Water 1.333 

99.853 

573. In comparing the analyses of these two soils, it will be perceived that 
the difference between them in a chemical point of view, is no less striking thani 
that which exists in their physical properties. The light soil (No. 165) is a poor ■ 
one in all respects — deficient in all the nutritive elements of ,plants as well as- 
in vegetable matter; for the loss of weight of 1.333 per cent, which the soili 
experiences by ignition, is due almost entirely to the expulsion of water. 

In this last named particular, the heavy soil (No. 230) resembles the other, - 
being likewise almost entirely destitute of vegetable matter ; the loss it experi- 
ences by ignition, is mainly owing to the expulsion of water (viz : the water of 
hydration of the oxide of iron and clay). But in all other respects, it differs- 
very essentially from the light soil, It contains an amount of potash equal to- 
that of the best uplands, and even some of the prairie sqils. Its supply of Soda 
is rather small, but perhaps adequate. In Lime it is deficient, as compared with 
other soils containing a similar amount of potash ; a circumstance directly con- 
tradictory of the prevailing popular impression on the subject, it being frequently 
said that the failure of crops on this soil is owing to an excess of lime (11370, £f.). 
Of Magnesia, there is an abundant supply; so also of Manganese, and of Iron. 
Of Phosphoric and Sulphuric Acids, the supply is rather small, yet not so much 
so as to render the soil unproductive, provided they be in an available condition. 
[Compare, in this respect, the analysis of the soil of the Marshall County Table- 
lands (1196, ff.), and others.] 

The most important chemical defects of this soil, therefore, consist 
in its deficiency in Lime and Vegetable Matter, and to some extent^ 
in Soda and Phosphoric Acid. 

574. Cultivation op the Flatwoods Soils. — It would be 
premature to assert, that the analyses of the two soils just quoted, 
represent correctly the respective average composition of these 
varieties of Flatwoods soils. The tract on which they occur is s& 
extensive, that perfect uniformity in the composition of its soils, is 
not to be expected. It is highly probable, that neither are all the 
light soils as poor, nor all the heavy soils as rich in potash, as the 
specimens analyzed ; and analyses of the specimens collected in other 
portions of the region, may yield results somewhat different. Yet,, 
from the great uaiformity of- character over the whole region of 
the formation from which these soils are derived, it is probable that 
their general characteristics are pretty correctly represented by 
the above analyses. 

575. A. The Light Flatwoods Soil. — As for the light soil, I am not aware 
of its being in cultivation to any extent, save in N. W. Pontotoc, in the region 
between Tallahatchie Mud Creek and Lubatubby. It has there been found, 
that soil which at the time of the first settlement of the country would scaroelj 
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produce anything, will now bring average crops. The change, has heen attrib- 
uted, and perhaps correctly, to the circumstance of the trampling of cattle having 
rendered it somewhat more solid, and therefore less drouthy, and capable, to 
some extent, of retaing manure. 

It is this last named particular especially, in regard to which this soil is most 
faulty ; for being so poor both in clay and vegetable matter, it cannot retain 
near the surface, within the reach of plants, any notable quantity of the nutritive 
ingredients in a soluble condition (ir378 ; 404). Hence the most valuable part 
of stable manure, for instance, would, on this soil, be rapidly carried down 
beyond the reach of the roots of plants. 

576. Where these lands adjoin the ridge, anji sometimes for some distance in 
the interior, we find, not unfrequently, small ridges or islands, as it were, of 
the red ridge soil (mingled more or less with the Flatwoods soil), which generally 
form slight elevations above the general surface of the Flatwoods (Tr337). 
Generally we also find, for some distance around these patches, the red ridge 
soil forming the subsoil. Such spots are readily recognized by the growth of 
Hickory and Spanish (" Bed") Oak, which there mingles with, and sometimes 
predominates over the Post Oak growth. 

Whenever this is the case, it is advisable to bring the subsoil to the surface 
and to mingle it with the white soil as much as possible. The washings from 
the red loam hills ought to be so regulated, as to distribute them over the sur- 
face of the Flatwoods soil ; and as a general thing, ought to be mingled with it 
wherever practicable without too much exposure. 

577. It is sometimes the case, that outcrops of the white Flatwoods clay 
(see above, 11566), are to be found on elevations, or in the bluffs of branches in 
districts where this light soil prevails. It is probable that this clay (which is 
not properly a marl, as has been thought) would greatly improve the soil in 
question, both by rendering it heavier and more retentive of manure and 
moisture, and by adding something to its stock of fertility. For, although this 
clay has not thus far been analyzed, the fact that the heavy soil which has been 
formed out of it is rich in potash, indicates that the original material is similarly 
constituted ; and it is probable that if it were applied in connection with some 
burnt lime [ which throughout the Flatwoods can be cheaply obtained from the 
bordering hills (irl29 ; 151, ff.),] the artificial marl thus formed would so far 
correct the soil as to render it capable of profitable culture, and suceptible of 
permanent improvement, by manure. — Little good, however, can be expected to 
accrue to this soil, from the application of lime alone. 

578. In regard to supplying the want of vegetable matter (which would not, 
however, be so seriously felt after supplying the clayey part — 11425), it must be 
remembered that it ought to be applied either in the shape of green crops 
plowed under during the wet season, or else, in a well decayed condition. The 
soil is of itself so " open," that the introduction of undecayed straw or leaves 
would be likely to injure it by rendering it still more so ; and the decay oidry 
vegetable materials would be exceedingly slow under such circumstances [See, 
in reference to this, what is said regarding the sea-coast sand-hommocks (11860, 
ff.) and concerning the use of pine straw, in the present Report, 11793, £F.]. The 
vegetable matter, whatsoever it may be, would be advantageously composted 
with lime and the Flatwoods clay, above referred to, and with stable manure, if 
obtainable. In low spots, especially where the Huckleberry grows, this soil 
would undoubtedly be much benefitted by underdraining. As a general thing, 
however, it is abundantly drained, and sometimes too much so, by its own 
porosity. 

Peruvian Guano, " Ammoniated Guano," and the hke, would probably be of 
little avail on this soil, in proportion to their cost. But " Columbian Guano," 
ground bones, superphosphate of lime ; plaster composted with vegetable matter 
or with stable manure ; and the clay marls of the adjoining marl regions, would 
be well adapted to its improvement. 
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579. llie Heavy Flatiooods Soil. — The first necessity, in taking this soil into 
<;ultiyation, is the provision for its proper drainage. — It might seem that but 
little could, in this case, be effected by underdrains, since the soil is so dense ; 
it is niost likely, however, that (as in most heavy soils), underdraining would 
soon cause the soil to become sufficiently porous (ir408 ; 410), and would thus 
greatly improve it with respect to " safeness" and facility of tillage. Mean- 
while, surface ditches, properly disposed, so as to carry off more rapidly the 
stagnant surface water, would alone be of great benefit ; and the nature of the 
subsoil is such, that little fear need be entertained of the washing of the soil, 
especially as there is hardly any difference between it and the subsoil. Even 
in hillside ditches it is carried away with difficulty, and as a general thing the 
fall of the Platwoods streams, and that of the country itself, is so slight as to 
cause difficulty rather in consequence of the alow subsidence of the waters, 
even when all concentrated into one channel. During the rainy seasons, the 
Platwoods may sometimes be covered for miles with a thin sheet of sluggishly 
flowing water ; and it is oftentimes only by the increased velocity of the current 
that the traveller is made aware of his approach to the channel of a creek, and 
to a ford which, perfectly solid and safe a few days ago, will now bog his horse 
up to the belly, in mud of the most tenacious kind. 

580. The heavy Flatwoods soil is not in itself very thrifty, even where it is 
of considerable fertility ; the crop requires time for its development ; and if put 
into the ground late in the season, in consequence of a late and wet spring, it is 
liable to be overtaken by the summer drouth before it is able to resist it. This 
is one of the most frequent causes of the utter failure of the cotton and com 
crop in the Flatwoods ; for usually, when they do fail, they fail completely. On 
the other hand, in favorable seasons, very good average crops, both of corn and 
cotton, are made on this soil. It will be observed that in this respect, the heavy 
Flatwoods soil resembles the black prairie soil of N. E. Mississippi (HSiO, ff. ; 
4021 ). There also, crops fail in extreme seasons ; and if they do not fail as 
frequently as is the case in the Flatwoods, it is due mainly to the great thriftiness 
of the calcareous prairie soil, which causes a rapid development of the young 
plant, and enables it to outlast a drouth which would put an end to all crops 
in the Flatwoods (Tr402i ). 

If we examine the chemical difference between the prairie sdU and the Flat- 
woods soil in question, we find it to consist mainly in the lack of Vegetable 
Matter, of Lime, and to some extent, of Phosphoric Acid, in the latter ; also, 
perhaps, of Soda. These, therefore, require to be added to it. , Potash, Mag- 
nesia, Manganese and Iron, are present in quantities very nearly the same as in 
the prairie soil. 

581. The proper mode of improving this soil is, therefore, very plainly indi- 
cated. The vegetation it bears at the present time, seems to prove that but little 
-of the large amount of potash which it contains, is present in an available 
condition (Tr357). This can be remedied by the application of lime or calcareous 
marl (or perhaps, plaster or gypsum, where it can be obtained cheaply (Tr368, ff ; 
436 ; 462). While the land is thus stimulated, an important ingredient, in which 
it is deficient will be supplied to it. 

Lime alone would, no doubt, effect a great improvement in this soil ; and 
fortunately, it is within easy reach in the whole Flatwoods region. 

582. But the application of vegetable matter would be a great additional 
improvement in more than one respect ; for while it would supply the humus 
which is so favorable to all vegetation (11420, ff.), it would also render the soil 
lighter — easier tilled, more accessible to the atmosphere, and less hable to suffer 
•either by drouth or excessive wet weather. It would undoubtedly prove 
beneficial to this soil even in a raw condition ; sawdust, leaves, pine and other 
straw may, therefore, be freely used. The best mode, however, of applying 
both materials simultaneously, would be to compost the vegetable matter — leaves, 
-■straw, pond-muck — with lime or calcareous marl, and allow it to decompose 
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to some extent before applying it to the soil. Plowing under green crops, 
together with a dressing of lime or marl spread broadcast, will also be an- 
effectual mode of improvement. Bonedust, Superphosphate of Lime, Columbianj 
and Peruvian Guano, and all ammoniacal manures, will be in their place here. 

583. Wherever the Flatwoods soil is so situated, that sand, or any light soil,, 
can be conveniently mixed with it — as for instance where it adjoins the ridge, or 
an island of red, sandy soil, or even the light Flatwoods soil itself— this inter- 
mixture ought to be favored in every practicable manner. In this respect alone, 
a great deal may undoubtedly be done towards remedying what is now the 
cardinal objection to the heavy Flatwoods soil, to-wit : that it is unsafe ; 
sometimes yielding good crops, and at others, entirely disappointing the expecta- 
tions of the planter. 

In Kemper and S. Noxubee counties, where (as before observed) the eastern 
portion of the Flatwoods passes very gradually into prairie and yellow loam 
uplands (ir553), large and productive plantations are situated on this transition 
territory ; whose soil, as well as its vegetation, is intermediate between, and a 
mixture of, the heavy Flatwoods soil with the yellow upltad loam, and produces- 
fine crops of cotton. 

584. The White Oak Flatwoods. — As has been stated above,, 
the tract which I thus designate intervenes in S. Chickasaw county, 
between the Post Oak Flatwoods and the hills. In passing S. W. 
from Houston, on the Bellefontaine road, we enter the common 
Post Oak Flatwoods about | of a mile from the town, and they 
continue unchanged for about 4-^ miles, the soil being exceedingly 
heavy, the growth Post Oak with some Black Jack and Pine ; the 
Huckleberry also is very abundant. Thereafter there is a gradual 
change ; the soil becomes lighter, and assumes a yellowish tint 
instead of the dead gray ; at the same time, the Spanish, ("iierf"} 
Oak gradually takes the place of the Black Jack, the Pine becomes 
less frequent, and the whole growth sturdier. As we advance, the 
Hickory and White Oak gradually mingle with the oaks before 
mentioned and finally, near the foot of the hills, become quite 
prevalent. The surface of the ground, also, instead of being 
almost bare, as in the Post Oak Flatwoods, is covered with a fine 
growth of grass. 

585. The soil of this region differs essentially from either of the two before 

described. On the land of Mr. Brooks, S. 33, T. 14, R. 1 E., where I 

took a specimen of soil and subsoil, the former is rather a sandy loam, of a 
yellowish tint ; therefore, by no means a heavy soil, although it gradually 
becomes heavier as we recede from the hills towards the Flatwoods. Yet it is 
complained of as being very sobby, and liable to injury by wet ; and in wet 
springs, it remains incapable of tillage until late in the season. It will sometimes 
appear quite dry and workable on the surface, while at the depth of 12 to 18 
inches, the yellow, sandy subsoil is drenched with water. The cause of this 
state of things becomes apparent when we penetrate to the depth of 4 to 6 feet ; 
it may also be observed in the bluffs of the branches of the region. At the 
depth mentioned, solid, impermeable gray clays underlie the sandy stratum, and 
as the tract is perfectly level, the drainage must be exceedingly slow ; hence the 
soil wiU remain steeped in water for a great length of time, after every rain. 

586. This soil has not thus far been analyzed, nor have I as yet ascertained 
the extent of the tract in which it prevails. According to the best information 
I could obtain, however, it stretches along the W. edge of the Flatwoods, through 
S. W. Chickasaw into Ocktibbeha county, for 20 to 30 miles at least ; its width 
varying from ^-^ to 1 mile, east and west. It is considered a pretty good soil,. 
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as the timber indicates, especially where the White Oaks are short and sturdy. 
Its chief fault at the present time — " sobbiness" — can undoubtedly be remedied 
without difficulty by either underdraining or surface draining^the former being 
probably the better method. It seems to be peculiarly adapted- to Sweet 
Potatoes, and will isilso make fine Corn in favorable seasons. The region is thus 
far but thinly settled, and until the soil is drained, it can hardly be considered 
as having been fairly tested. 

587. The Hills o? the Platwoods Region. — The hills which 
skirt the Flat woods proper on the west, have so much in common 
with these in their general character, that I have thought it best 
to speak of them in connection with the Flatwoods. Since, 
however, their soils have not as yet been analyzed, I shall confine 
myself to such generalities as at the present time, may suggest 
anything of practical importance. 

It would be difficult to circumscribe in any definite manner, the 
district occupied by these hills, the character of whose soil is 
dependent upon the underlying strata of the Lignite formation. 
These (as has been mentioned in the Geological Report — 1166, ff.; 
168 to 176) are exceedingly variable from place to place ; some- 
times consisting of gray or yellow sands, of gray sandy clays ; 
finally, in the Platwoods Region proper, of the gray or whitish 
" Platwoods clay," which when disintegrated, gives rise to the heavy 
soils of which I have spoken above (1560, fi". ; 579, ff. ;). The 
same clay forms the base, and sometimes the whole, of most of the 
hills in R. 1 E., of the Chickasaw Survey, south of the Tallahatchie 
River. Thence, numerous strips and scollops of the same kind of 
land extend westward into R. 1 W., in Lafayette' and Calhoun 
counties. 

588. On the Oxford and Tocapola road, the heavy clay soil gradually sets in 
as we approach McLaurin's Greek ; and even on Pumpkin Creek we find hill- 
sides of a similar character ; their soil differing decidedly from the yellow loam 
lands of Middle and W. Lafayette, (which it resembles in color — Tr630, ff.;), in 
that it cracks open in dry seasons, and does not wash away. The Post Oaks 
also, which on the Oxford ridge are of a sturdy growth, here assume the 
Platwoods character (11568) — tall, slender trunks, with branches beginning low 
down, forming an open crown somewhat of the shape of a long pecan nut. The 
Spanish (" Sed") Oaks are lank and thin, their bark whitish, their crowns 
tattered and irregular, with long, straight, whitish branches. Those characters 
become more strongly pronounced as we approach the Platwoods ; and a great 
deal of Scarlet (" Spanish") Oak mingles with the other two. At first (as we 
advance eastward) the hills are capped with strata of the Orange Sand forma- 
tion, and these, as they are washed down over the heavy hillside soil, mitigate 
its stiffness to some extent. But as the sand strata on the hills thin out and 
finally disappear, the hills become less abrupt, the surface soil is of a gray tint, 
and scarcely less heavy than that of the Platwoods themselves. — Not unfre- 
quently, ridges of the character just described, alternate with others which are 
capped with Orange Sand strata ; and while it is not difficult to distinguish the 
one from the other in the field, it would be almost impossible to map them out. — 
Where the overlying mass of sand is somewhat considerable, springs may be 
observed to flow out at its base, some distance up the hillside, where a terrace 
is usually formed by the impermeable clay strata which shed the water. These 
terraces have been found very convenient for the ridge-roads, as they do not 
wash away ; but on the other hand, formidable mudholes are often found on 
theni even in the dry season ; they are fed by the springs just referred to. 
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589. Very nearly the same state of things obtains in E. Calhoun, 
and the adjoining hilly portion of Chickasaw, as well as in the N. 
B. corn'er of Choctaw county. Further than this my investigations 
in that region have not extended. It must be observed, however, 
that where the White Oak Flatwoods intervene between the hills 
and the Platwoods proper, the White Oak is also more or less 
prevalent in these hills, and the soil is on the whole superior to 
that above described, in B. Lafayette. 

590. In Winston county, we find the " Noxubee Hills" bordering 
the Flatwoods on the west. Their clay soil, of a deep orange tint, 
which bears the White, Black, and Post Oak, with sturdy Hickory, 
and some Short-leaf Pine ; with " Poplar " on the hillsides and in 
the hollows, more nearly resembles that of the " Pine Hills" of N. 
Holmes and Attala counties, and will be described in connection 
with these (1637 ; 644). 

This soil occurs as far S. as Winstonville ; further S., as has 
been mentioned (1563), the hills bordering the Flatwoods are 
sandy like those of the Gholson ridges. In E. Kemper county, 
however, where the Flatwoods " run out "— on the Bodka, and 
headwaters of Succarnoche Eiver — we once more find hills of the 
Flatwoods character, similar to those of Lafayette (1588). 

Leaving out of consideration, for the present, the red soil of the Noxubee 
Hills, which seems to be of a peculiar character, it seems highly probable, both 
from the evident origin of the soils of the hills in question, and from the growth 
they bear, that they are similar in composition to those of the Flatwoods, and 
will require a similar treatment to render them productive. Drainage having 
in this case been, to some extent, provided for by nature, the super-addition of 
Lime and of Vegetable Matter would here, also, be the remedy indicated ; so 
likewise is the intermixture with sand or sandy soils, which can very frequently 
be effected with facility, by directing properly the hillside drainage, wherever 
sand exists on the hilltops. 

Unfortunately, Lime is not as easily accessible to the inhabitants of these 
hills, as it is to those of the level Flatwoods ; the application of Vegetable 
Matter wiU therefore be more generally resorted to, to remedy the defects of the 
soil — if, as is probable, they are the same as those of the heavy soil of the 
Flatwoods proper. 

59 L North of the Tallahatchie River, in Tippah and Marshall 
counties, the hills bordering the Flatwoods (which here gradually 
lose their peculiarities) are of a different character fi'om those 
described above. As a general thing, the Orange Sand, with its 
accompanying yellow loams, is much more prevalently the surface 
formation ; the Lignitic formation itself [as may be seen on the 
bluifs of Ocklimita Creek near Hickory Flat, (1159)] is generally 
composed rather of sandy materials, and does not change essentially, 
the character of the soil. In N. Tippah, it is only near the head- 
waters of Muddy Creek, that Flatwoods soils prevail on the hills 
to any extent; though it is rather in isolated patches, than in 
large bodies. 

592. Bottom Soils op the Flatwoods Region. — Of these, no 
specimen has as yet been analyzed ; but the fine growth of timber 
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which they generally bear, is proof sufficient of their fertility. As 
may be supposed, they are usually somewhat heavy ; hence the 
Chestnut White Oak is one of the prevalent trees, from Tippah 
Creek to the Sucearnoche. Large Black and Sweet Gums, Shell- 
bark Hickory, and Willow Oak, are rarely wanting ; the Ash, 
Elm, and " Poplar ", also occur with frequency. 

It would be to little purpose, were I to go into any special descriptions of 
localities, so long as no analyses have been made. As a general rule, the Plat- 
woods bottoms are wide, and habitually overflowed during wet seasons ; which 
added to their heavy soil, indicates leveling and drainage as their first necessity. 
Of the bottom soils of some of the Flatwoods streams, such as the Loosha 
Scoona, I have been unable thus far to form any definite idea, never having 
seen them save in a mushy condition. On the extreme headwaters of the 
Tallabusha, where the light Flatwoods soil (Tr572, ff.), prevails in the upland, 
the bottom soils also are quite light and easily tilled. Whenever the Flatwoods 
bottoms have been taken into cultivation, they seem to yield very fine crops ; 
but the inhabitants complain of their unhealthiness, which is assigned as the 
eause of their not having been more frequently settled. A great improvement 
in this respect might no doubt be eifected by proper drainage of the extensive 
low swampy portions, in which the water remains stagnant during a large part 
of the summer, causing ofiensive effluvia very, perceptible to the passer-by ; and 
also in some measure, no doubt, by marling (IT^SI). 

593. In the hilly portion of the Flatwoods Region, where the 
Bottom soils are generally less heavy, they are often remarkable 
for fertility, as evinced by the dense and vigorous growth of 
timber they bear, no less than by the results of cultivation. 

The timber is sometimes a serious drawback to their being taken into 
cultivation, on account of the great labor of clearing ; such is the case, for 
instance, on the Potlockney, a southern tributarj*^ of the Yockeney Patafa, in S. E. 
Lafayette. The soil varies considerably, some streams bringing in sandy 
deposits, others clay ; the latter portions may be recognized by the prevalence 
of the Chestnut White Oak, the latter by that of the Beech (forming " Beech 
Eidges ")■ Besides these, we find the Sweet Gum, both Shell-bark Hickories, 
White Oak, Black Gum, " Poplar", Ash, Maple, Hornbeam, Eed-Bud, Holly, 
Cucumber tree {Magnolia auricidata) and even the bottom varieties of the 
Spanish (" 5ei ") and Scarlet {"Spanish") Oak. — Precisely the same timber, 
and a very similar soil, occur on the Ocklimita, near Hfckory Flat, Tippah 
County ; and nearly the same may be said of the Tapashau (ir641), in S. E. 
Calhoun. The White Oak, especially, is always stundantly present in these 
bottoms of the hilly Flatwoods Eegion. 

594. Springs and Wells of the Flatwoods Region. — A. The 
Flatwoods Proper. — It is obvious that in a region of the geological 
constitution and surface conformation of the Flatwoods proper, 
springs cannot exist ; for the rain water cannot percolate the soil 
to any extent, and all is at once shed from the surface into the 
water-courses. The latter themselves, while flooded during the 
wet season, go dry as soon as the slowly subsiding surface waters 
have found time to drain off ; and they remain so during the whole 
of the dry season, save, when at times, heavy showers fill their 
channels for a short period. Where the light soil prevails, wells 
can sometimes be obtained at the depth of 15 to 20 feet. In this 
case, either the gray Flatwoods clays (1165, ff.), or else the marly 
or rocky strata of the cretaceous formation (1116 to 139), form 
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the bottom of the well. In the former case, the water is sometimes 
pretty good, though generally inclining to be magnesian. When, 
however, the cretaceous marls have been reached, the water is 
usually very limy. 

595. Where the heavy Flatwoods soil (11566, ff.), prevails, it is 
but rarely the case that water-bearing strata can be found at any 
moderate depth, and before reaching the marl strata. 

The latter, as stated in the Geological Report, underlie the whole of the 
Flatwoods Region, dipping W. or S. W. from its eastern limit, at the rate of 25 
to 30 feet per mile. In the region to the N. of Houston, their upper strata, 
as may be seen at numerous outcrops on the Pontotoc Ridge, consist of alterna- 
ting ledges of rock and soft materials very variable in their character and thick- 
ness ; sometimes clayey marls, sometimes almost pure sand Cirl28, ff.). On 
the whole, water-bearing strata are very common in this uppermost portion of 
the cretaceous formation ; and hence it is, that in the whole of this upper 
Flatwoods region water is almost certain to be struck in bored wells, so soon as 
the calcareous strata are reached. Of course the water thus obtained is usually 
very limy ; if not so originally, it is certain to become so by standing in the bore, 
in contact with the marl strata. Frequently too, it is sulphureous and chaly- 
beate ; mineral waters of valuable properties have been repeatedly obtained, and 
are in successful use in some neighborhoods ; although thus far, none of them 
have become more generally known. The chemical nature of these waters, as 
might be expected is on the whole the same as that of the natural springs yield- 
ing mineral water, which are so common in some parts of the Pontotoc Ridge. 

596. The depth of these bored wells increases pretty regularly in some 
regions, as we advance westwards from the Pontotoc Ridge ; and may often be 
approximately ascertained by the rule above given, allowing 50 to 60 feet for the 
depth of a well at the eastern edge of the Flatwoods. Since, as above observed, 
the material of the limy strata is very variable, so that water is not always 
obtained in the same stratum at different places ; since, moreover, the level of 
the surface varies to some extent, and cannot be accurately compared ex cept by 
actual leveling ; these calculations cannot of course, be anything more t han an 
approximation, say within 20 to 25 feet of the distance at which w ater is 
actually obtained. Even thus, however, they are useful guides in practice. 
Boring in these regions is generally easy, and no tubing is in most cases re quired, 
the firm clays of the Flatwoods and the marls of the cretaceous being bu t little 
liable to "cave". The ledges of rook which are struck, are usually of incon- 
siderable thickness, averaging from 1 to 4 feet ; the thickest ledge of har d rock 
I know of (which requires to be pecked), in N. W. Chickasaw and adjoining 
part of Pontotoc, being about 8 feet. Locally (irl52, ff.), limestone strata of a 
more considerable thickness appear ; but I have not heard of their being struck 
in bored wells. 

597. It is but during the last two years, that boring of wells has become more 
common in the Flatwoods ; and when these borings shall have famished a 
greater number of data, we shall be able to foretell with greater accuracy the 
necessary depth in other districts. The deepest wells to the westward in the 
Flatwoods region of which I have any knowledge, are the following : 

S. 21, T. 5, R. 2 E., and neighborhood, Tippah county. Bored wells 300 feet 
deep. Water rises to within 60 to 80 feet of the surface. 

Mr. Waltup's, S. 4, T. 11, R. 1 E., western edge of Flatwoods, slightly 
undulating. Well 448 feet deep ; water rises to within 75 feet of the surface. 
The calcareous strata were first observed at 300 feet. 

Mr. Cannon's, S. 9, T. 13, R. 1 E., Calhoun county. Some distance in the 
hills, W. from the edge of the Flatwoods. Well 404 feet deep ; water rises to 
within 80 feet of surface. Calcareous strata first observed at 375 feet. 

Water is sometimes obtained before reaching any of the principal limestone 
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ledges ; at others, and especially near the eastern edge of the Flatwoods, no 
water is struck before passing through some of these. Such is the case on the 
heads of Tallahatchie Mud Creek, where a' number of bored wells exist, some 
of which I shall "mention : 

Silas H. Wood's, S. 5, T. 10, B. 2 W. Marl was struck at a moderate depth, 
but no hard or water-bearing stratum down to 204 feet ; below this came 
alternating ledges, 6 to 18 inches in thickness, of limestone and sandy material, 
for 56 feet ; then two ledges of(calcareous) sandstone, with yellow sand beneath, 
which yielded water, rising to within 60 feet of surface. Whole depth about 
270 feet. 

N. of Mr. Wood's, along the W. side of Mud Creek, bored wells average from 
240 to 270 feet, with about the samerise of water. 

At Mr. Laban Grisholm's, S. 26, T. 9, E. 1 E., limestone was struck at 300 
feet ; the ledges were several feet in thickness. Whole depth 410 feet ; water 
within 70 feet of surface. 

There appears to be, on the whole, more regularity in the uniformity of depth 
of wells situated N. and S. of each other, than in the increase of depth west- 
ward ; in which direction, the material of the cretaceous strata seems to be very 
variable. 

598. The above facts and generalities, it will be recollected, 
refer to the Flatwoods region to the N. and N. W. of Houston. 
At Houston, and in its neighborhood, water is obtained at depths 
between 120 to 160 feet, rising to within 40 to 50 feet of the sur- 
face ; it is probable therefore, that in the Flatwoods W. and S. 
W. of Houston, water could be reached at corresponding depths, 
allowing ■^b to 30 feet for every mile in a S. W. direction. 

I am not aware of the existence of any bored wells in this portion of the 
Flatwoods. In S. W. Chickasaw, on the waters of Tibby, bored wells reach to 
great depths — 1,000 feet and more, as mentioned under the head of the North- 
eastern Prairie Regions (1(570) ; it is probable therefore, that corresponding 
■depths would be required in the Flatwoods of Ocktibbeha ; and judging by the 
depths of wells in Noxubee county, the same would be the case in the Flat- 
woods of Winston, Noxubee and Kemper. In this southern region, the upper 
part of the cretaceous formation which contains so many alternating strata of 
hard and soft materials, does not exist, but has given way to the stage of the 
Botten Limestone, whose strata continue without essential changes for 800 to 
1,000 feet. Whenever, therefore, in this western edge of the lime region, this 
rock is reached without obtaining water, there is no further chance for it within 
ithe depth just mentioned. 

599. On account of this difficulty, cisterns have come into general use in the 
section of country referred to. As in the prairie region itself, they are usually 
hewn into the Botten Limestone itself, which in the level Flatwoods of Noxu- 
bee, is reached at depths from 20 to 40 feet. Down to this depth, therefore, a 
narrow shaft only, like that of common wells, is sunk ; while a cavity of the 
shape of a jug is hewn into the Rotten Limestone, whenever it is reached. The 
water of these subterranean cisterns is much cooler than that of the cisterns in 
the Prairie Region, whose arch touches the surface ; and whenever it has been 
used for some time, it nearly loses its limyness, and could not ordinarily be 
distinguished from freestone well water. 

In a few cases, where a sandy soil prevails on the surface, shallow 
wells have been obtained before reaching the limstone. These, 
however, usually give out during the dry season. 

600. Wells and Springs in the Hills of the Flatwoods Region. — 
As might be supposed, springs are not plentiful in a region whose 
soil, as well as the main mass of the hills, consists of impervious 
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clays. It is chiefly in those portions of it, in which the upper part 
of the hills is formed by sand strata (of the Orange Sand age^ that 
we may expect to find them. Ridges of this character, aS has been 
mentioned (1'588), are not uncommonly interspersed with those 
which consist entirely of Platwoods clay ; and hence it is that 
the hilly region referred to is not quite as poorly watered as might 
be supposed. It is true, however, that on account of the limited 
extent of the sand deposits from which they flow, these springs are 
more liable to give out during the dry season, than is the case 
further westward, in the regular Orange Sand Pine Hills (1630). 

So long as these springs are sjiedhj the impervious clay strata, their water 
is generally, freestone, and without any offensive taste. Not so, however, in 
the wells which, in districts where sand forms any considerable part of the hills, 
may be obtained at moderate depths. In these cases, water is usually struck 
immediately above the clay strata in question (known as " black dirt " through- 
out the region of their occurrence) and basins for the accumulation of the water 
are dug in them. Thus it has time to extract all the soluble matter, that may 
be within reach, and among these, salts of magnesia, lime and soda as well as 
bituminous substances which impart, to it a disagreeable taste, and sometimes 
even a sensible color. Not unfrequently, also, the water becomes impregnated 
with sulphur (sulphuretted hydrogen) ; and thus a great variety of mineral 
waters results, which numerous persons are disposed to consider so much the 
more " healthy ", the more obnoxious their taste and smell happen to be. 

601. It cannot be too strongly urged upon the inhabitants of 
these regions [as well as those of a more southerly portion of the 
State where a similar condition of things exists, (1756)] that the 
habitual use of mineral water proper, of any kind, is no more 
rational than would be the habitual use of any other medicine, 
with persons in a normal state of health. It is often said, that 
mineral waters are " nature's own remedy " ; which may be true 
enough, provided there is something to be remedied. The Epsom 
Salt, Glaubers Salt, Gypsum, etc., contained in these waters, are 
no less purgative, debilitating and thereforeinjuriousto persons in 
good health, than the same articles are when derived from the 
druggist's vials. 

There can be no doubt, that in miasmatic districts, where injurious influences 
are continually at work, these may be counteracted, to some extent, by the 
habitual use of preventives ; and the toeaJe chalybeates whi.-h are so numerous 
all over the State, have in many instances proved a decided benefit to the health 
of the population using them, as a preventive of fever and ague. But while 
this may be true to some extent of pure chalybeates, and while, moreover, it is 
universally acknowledged that water entirely free from mineral ingredients is 
far from being the most healthy ; yet there can be no doubt that the habitual use 
of magnesian waters is highly injurious to most constitutions, undermining 
them slowly but surely ; especially so in climates prone to the occurrence of the 
fever and ague. It is very frequently the case, that families moving to residen- 
ces where such mineral waters occur find their health decidedly benefitted by 
their use, during the first year. Hence the conclusion is drawn that their 
mineral spring or well is " mighty healthy water ", and its use is continued. 
The second year, cheeks begin to pale and an occasional chill occurs, which in 
its turn is treated with increased potations of the " healthy water ". After the 
lapse of the third, and sometimes the fourth year, "tallow face" and "ague 
cake " prevail all around ; and the place is perhaps sold at a sacrifice, under the 
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firm conviction that tbe country is so unhealthy, that even the " healthiest 
water " will not protect its inhabitants. The water is not blamed, because the 
experience of the first year has " proved " it to be beneficial to health. 

602. Now, there is nothing surprising in the circumstance, that vigorous ple- 
thoric constitutions should be benefitted, for the time being, by a water having 
slightly laxative properties. So they might be by using small doses of Epsom 
Salt. But it does not follow that, because the disease, or tendency to disease, 
has been removed by a medicine, that medicine ought to be contmuei habitinlly. 
The return of the original indisposition might thus be prevented ; but a new 
one would be sure to arise in its stead. 

Mineral waters of any considerable strength are medicines just as properly, as 
any prepared in the druggists labaratory ; and their indiscriminate use will 
ultimately produce no better results, than could be expected to follow a sys- 
tematic consumption of the contents of a drugstore. 

603. While this is true of magnesian waters, the same cannot be 
maintained with reference to those impregnated (as the waters of 
our bored w^ells generally are) with carbonate of lime. Experi- 
ence has conclusively proven, that persons habituated to the use of 
waters containing a moderate amount of carbonate of lime, do 
not necessarily sustain any injury therefrom ; although their tend- 
ency to certain classes of diseases, not so prevalent in adjoining 
freestone regions, may be increased. 

It is quite probable, that a certain small amount of lime, such as spring 
waters usually contain, is quite beneficial, as furnishing an important ingredient 
to the animal economy. While, therefore, excessive limyness of water in daily 
use, may prove injurious, and has been known to do so in numerous cases, the 
amount of lime usually contained in the bored wells of the prairie region and 
the Platwoods, cannot be considered as necessarily unhealthy ; though to be sure, 
they may be to some constitutions, and to those not accustomed to their use. 

604. It must be recollected, that the water of wells bored in the western 
portion of the Platwoods, and in the hilly region adjoining, may become magne- 
sian in consequence of its passage through, or long standing in, the black clays 
of the Lignitic (Platwoods) formation, which there overlies the limestone strata. 
If the taste, or effects on health, should induce any suspicion of this being the 
case, the following simple test may be applied : boil the water in a. perfectly 
clean kettle, for at least an hour ; after cooling, pour it out into a clear and clean 
tumbler, cover it over, and leave it to settle until it becomes perfectly clear and 
free from floating particles. This may sometimes require a whole day ; when 
it is clear, dip out half a teaspoonful with a clean silver spoon, and let the water 
so taken evaporate in the spoon, in a place free from dust. It may be set on 
the stove, but ought not to be made to boil violently. If afterwards any con- 
siderable amount of salt (in the shape of a white dust) is found in the spoon, 
the water ought to be submitted to a chemist.* If, on the other hand, only a 
slight general tarnish remains in the spoon, it will usually be safe to use the water. 

605 1 What has been said above concerning the mineral or magnesian wells of 
the Hilly Platwoods region, holds good also, of course, in regard to the natural 
mineral springs, which are not uncommon in the same region, and become very 
abundant in W. Calhoun, and some parts of Choctaw and Winston counties. 
There, strata of sand, and black sandy clay, which frequently replace the heavy 
Platwoods clays, or alternate with them, give rise to numerous springs, which 
are mostly more or less mineral. Their most usual character is that of magne- 
sian chalyheates, often with sulphuretted hydrogen. Por some further particulars 
regarding these waters, see "Waters of the Yellow Loam Region (IT 669, ff.). 

*Any specimen of water sent to the State Geologist at Oxford, iree of freight 
or other charges wiU be examined; and the result communicated to the owner, 
fi-ee of charge. 
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6O52 It is not unfrequently the case, that hy judiciously selecting the site for 
a well on those ridges whose upper portion consists of sand, water may be 
obtained without touching the "black dirt." This can very commonly be done 
in the heads of hollows, at, or little above the point where the three slopes meet. 
At all events, however, it is advisable to use cisterns rather than the natural 
water of the Hilly Flatwoods Eegion, whenever it possesses any considerable 
taste of mineral matters. 



THE YELLOW LOAM REGION. 

CoMPRismo North-west Tippah, Marshall, the greater part of DeSoto, 
East Panola, Lafayette, West Calhoun, Yallabusha, part or East 
Tallahatchie, East Carroll, Choctaw, East Holmes, North-east Yazoo, 
North Madison, Attala, Leake, Winston, Neshoba, part of Kemper, 
Lauderdale, Newton, (greater part) and North-east corner of Scott. 

606. I embrace under this head, for the present, all that portion 
of the State lying between the Mississippi Bottom on the West, 
the Flatwoods Region op the East, and N. of the territory of the 
marine calcareous Tertiary (1192 to 229 — see map) ; which em- 
braces the counties above named. 

Of course the soils on this large territory are very numerous and variable, 
and there is in most cases no sharp line of demarkation from the adjoining 
districts. Until, however, a greater number of soils from the several portions 
of this territory shall have been analyzed, it will serve no practical purpose to 
subdivide it into minor groups. 

The general characteristics of its soils may be thus defined : 
that those of the better class of uplands are formed by a yellow 
or brownish-yellow loam (1332, ff.), varying greatly in thickness, 
from a few inches to as much as 20 feet, but averaging about 3 
feet, which forms generally a light soil, and is underlaid by either 
loose sand, or red hardpan of the Orange Sand formation (16 to 
77) ; while on the poorer uplands, the loam is very thin or entirely 
absent, and some of the materials of the Orange Sand, or their 
intermixture with the yellow loam, form a sandy soil which, though 
at times quite productive at first, wears out very rapidly. 

607^. The former soils are timbered, essentially, with Spanish 
(" Red "), Red (" Black ") and large, sturdy Post Oak, and Hickory, 
to which, especially in cases both of unusual heaviness, and light- 
ness, the Black Jack Oak is very generally added. In the rich 
hill soils, and very commonly on the slopes, and near the bottoms, 
the true Black Oak, or Quercitron Oak, is also common. 

607.2- The Scarlet (" ^anish ") Oak is found among these commonly occur- 
ring trees, everywhere more or less ; its prevalence, however, is considered an 
unfavorable symptom as regards the fertility of the soil — it belongs more partic- 
ularly to the poorer class of the " Yellow Loam Soils," merging towards the 
"Pine Hill" and "Black JaokEidge" soils of North Mississippi, which are 
characterized in general as above stated, by their sandiness, and as concerns 
their growth, by Post Oak, Black Jack and Short-leaf Pine, among which the 
Spanish {^^ Red") and Scarlet {"Spanish") Oak appear scatteringly, and of lank 
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or scrubby growth ; while Hickory is absent or present only in small trees, and 
Blstck and Red ("Black") Oak are wanting.. Moreover, the Chestnut tree, 
though not abundant in individuals, is a very constant inhabitant of the poorer 
class of ridge soils of N. Mississippi. 

608. We find of course, all degrees of transition from one extreme 
of the soils above mentioned to the other, and it would be futile as 
■well as useless to attempt to define and distinguish them strictly. 
Por these transitions are essentially incident to the manner ju 
which these soils were formed, since, when the loam was carried 
over, and deposited on the Orange Sand strata, its lower portions 
would unavoidably become mixed, to some extent, with the loosened 
materials of the latter. We find, therefore, in examining a profile 
where (as in road washes) the loam and Orange Sand are exposed 
together, that near the line of junction, for a foot or eighteen 
inches, we have a very sandy loam or clayey sand, corresponding 
exactly to the Pine and Black Jack ridge soils, while higher up, 
there is less sand, and when thicker than two feet, the loam appears 
nearly of uniform character thence upwards. 

While, therefore, it is convenient to keep in mind these two, as the principal 
types of soil, for convenience of comparison and description, it will, in many 
cases, be entirely optional with the observer, to which of the two classes his. 
particular soil shall be counted as belonging. 

609. It is very essential, however, in judging of the position of any of these 
soils in the scale of comparison, to take into account not only the kind (species) 
of the trees, but also their mode of growth. The Black Jack and Post Oak, 

•especially, as species, belong to the poorest as well as the richest upland soils, 
both of this region, and of Mississippi generally ; and the Spanish (" Bei ") 
Oak, while its range as to quality of soil is generally less than that of the other 
two, would cause even a greater number of mistakes, if relied on as a species to 
indicate any particular quality of soil ; not only on account of its wide distribu- 
tion, but, also, because of the greater diflBoulty of distinguishing from one another 
the different forms it assumes on the several kinds of soil. 

610. A good sized Post Oak of sturdy, thick-set growth, with stout, crooked 
branches, which decrease rapidly in thickness, and with a dense well shaped 
top, will never be found on a poor or easily exhausted soil. But let it be small 
and scrubby, with numerous small branches, and a long tattered top ; or its 
■trunks tall, thin and tapering, with long, rod-shaped branches, themselves often 
covered with stout foliage ; and an open, irregular, or tattered top, or muck 
elongated (in the shape of a long Pecan nut): and little is to be expected of the 
natural resources of the soil. 

611. With the Black Jack Oak, the characteristics are somewhat different. 
The short and knotty Black Jack, whose trunks will sometimes scarcely yield 
a straight piece long enough for a fence-post, and generally places the purchaser 
of cord- wood under a great disadvantage ; which possesses short and very 
crooked branches, and a tattered, open top, is the characteristic tree of the poor 
sandy Black Jack ridges ; and when very small besides, it denotes the very 
poorest soil. Dense rounded tops, with rather low, but straight trunks, belong 
to the heavy prairie soils of the cretaceous formation (Monroe, Chickasaw), and 
on the other hand, to the fertile, but extremely sandy ridge soils of S. Noxubee, 
Kemper, Lauderdale and Jasper, while on the fertile yellow loam soils of Korth 
Marshall, Holmes, Madison, etc., the Black Jack forms large, well shaped, 
spreading trees, sometimes fifty" feet and more in length, with trunks compara- 
tively straight — or at least, not whimsically knotty like those of the Pine Hills ; 

E— 19 



29a AGEICULTUBAL REPORT. [1612, 613, 614, 615, 616 

but generally leaning over to one side with a regular curve, and without strag- 
gling branches on the trunk below the top. 

There are probably few trees, which, like the Black Jack, can 
flourish on such extreme opposites of soil (11347^); and it would be 
highly interesting to ascertain, by comparative analyses, what is 
the peculiarity of the soil by which the tree is guided in its selection. 

612. As for the Spanish (" Red") Oak, it does not frequent soils 
of any extreme character, either physical (as to lightness or heavi- 
ness) or chemical. 

Soils where this tree prevails, are generally easily tilled, yet not liable to 
suffer from drouth. But as to their quality, a great deal depends upon the size 
and form of the tree. If it be rather stout ; if the main branches grow out at 
a large angle (more or less square) so as to form a rounded top, closed on all sides, 
the soil is sure to be a strong one. But if the trunk is lank, slender, and of a 
whitish hue ; forking into straight slender branches tending upwards, somewhat 
in the shape of a broom, and presenting a tattered top which is open below : 
little can be expected of the soil. 

613. Very nearly the same applies to the true Eed, and Black 
Oak proper, which are not distinguished in Mississippi, but are 
both usually comprehended under the title of Black Oak. The 
White Oak proper, when of a sturdy growth, with a rounded top> 
belongs to the best of "hommock" soils; but it is not a safe mark 
to judge by, when it is a lank and tall growth, with a very long top. 

614. I have thus briefly characterised these, the principal forest trees of the 
Yellow Loam Region, for convenient reference in the special description of its agri- 
cultural features. It is necessary, of course, to exercise judgment in the applica- 
tion of the rules given above, which are the result of personal study, as well as, 
in a great measure, the expression of experience afloat among the people, which, 
when reduced to a system (as no doubt can be done by careful investigation) 
will be of the last importance in the selections of lands, and might render analy- 
sis almost unnecessary (ir372). 

615. It is not only the mode of growth, but also, and very essentially, the size 
of the trees which requires to be taken into consideration, in order to come to 
a correct conclusion concerning the fertility and pecuharity of the soil. It is 
with these several types of one and the same kind of tree, as it is with many 
separate species — aS for instance, with the Pines. By common consent, we gen- 
erally consider the presence of Pine among the Oak growth, as a sign of a soil 
inferior to that which bears the Oak alone ; and yet, there is no surer sign 
of a good soil in many of the bottoms of S. Mississippi, than the presence of 
huge Pines even among the Sweet Gum, Poplar, Mulberry, and bottom Oaks. 

Nor is it to be expected, that in any region all the trees of one species should 
exhibit the same type of growth. The soil of the hillsides will differ somewhat 
from that of the hilltops ; and moreover, where the growth is crowded, the 
peculiarities of form may be lost or ill defined. It is the type of ivell developed 
trees which must be noticed, rather than of the majority of a crowded growth. 

616. Table lands of N. Marshall and N. W. Tippah.— The 
lands known as the Marshall Table-lands are among the most fertile 
uplands of the State, and are found to be particularly suited to the 
culture of cotton. I have not as yet made a detailed examination 
of this region, and can only give generalities concerning it. — The 
face of the country (on lower Wolf River and the northern heads 
of Cold Water) is gently undulating, generally so as to be in little 
danger of having the soil washed away, provided the process of 
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''circling" be moderately ■well executed. The soil is formed of a 
brown loam, which overlies the Orange Sand strata — the loam is 
generally from six to eight feet in tliickness, but sometimes more. 
The material is, on the whole, rather heavier than that of the yellow 
loam lands of S. Marshall and Lafayette, and also of darker color 
— greatly resembling, in these respects, the brown loam of the 
Southern River Counties (1687) — to which, also, it approaches 
closely in composition. — The timber consists essentially of Oaks and 
Hickory ; the Post is perhaps the most prevalent tree, which is 
accompanied on the more clayey belts, by the Black Jack, on the 
lighter soils, more prevalently by the Spanish {" Red"), tte true 
Red, and Black Oak. The sturdy and vigorous growth of the Post 
Oak, and the corresponding characteristic forms of the other 
trees, denoting a soil of great fertility, are very strikingly devel- 
oped here. 

617. The soil proper, as at present existing, is not generally rich in 
vegetable matter, and often differs but little in aspect from the subsoil found at 
two to three feet ; but we commonly find to the depth of ten to twelve inches 
from the surface, a soil which differs from the lower layers in being more mellow 
in cultivation, and having a shade of chocolate or "mulatto" color added to the 
reddish brown of the subsoil. The following analyses of soil and subsoil of this 
region, refer to specimens furnished by Judge A. M. Clayton, from his planta- 
tion near Lamar, and were considered by him fair specimens of the soil of the 
slopes of the dividing ridge between the waters of Cold Water and Wolf Bivers, 

618. No. 216. Soil of Mabshall Cotjntt Table-lands ; from Judge A. M. 
Clayton's plantation S. 30, T. 2, B. 1 W., near Lamar, Marshall county. From 
a level tract below the summit ridge : 

Depth : Ten inches. 

Vegetation: Hickory, Black Jack and Post Oak, mingled with some Sweet 

Gum and an occasional Spanish Oak. 
A mellow soil, of a " mulatto " tint. Saturated with moisture at 62.4: deg. 

Fahr., it lost 6.842 per cent water at 400 deg.; dried at which temperature it 

consisted of: 

Insoluble Matter 83.347 

Potash 0.S49 

Soda 0.083 

Lime 0.245 

Magnesia 0.479 

Brown Oxide of Manganese - 0.760 

Peroxide of Iron 4.798 

Alumina ■ 6.282 

Phosphoric Acid 0.068 

Sulphuric Acid 0.062 

Water and Organic Matter 4.195 

100.033 

619. No. 235. Subsoil of Marshall Countt Table-lands ; from Judge A. 
M. Clayton's plantation, S. 30, T. 2, E. 1 W., near Lamar, Marshall county : 

Depth : Ten to twenty inches. 

Vegetation : Same as the preceding. 

A pretty solid, yellowish-brown loam. Saturated with moisture at 62.4 deg. 
Fahr., it lost 7.423 per cent, of water at 400 deg. Pahr.; dried at which temper- 
ature, it consisted of : 
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Insoluble Matter (as above) 83.993 

Potash 0.700 

Soda 0.049 

Lime 0.139 

Magnesia 0.579 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.332 

Peroxide of Iron 3.862 

Alumina 7.279 

Phosphoric Acid 0.236 

Sulphuric Acid 0.054 

Organic Matter and Water 2.716 

100.399 

620. The analyses show the important fact, that the subsoil of the Mar- 
shall table-lands is, generally speaking, richer in the most important nutritiYe 
ingredients of the plants (Potash and Phosphoric Acid, also Magnesia), than 
the surface soil, and that those which are deficient in the subsoil as compared 
with the surface soil (Soda, Lime, and Sulphuric Acid) are those most readily 
supplied by artificial means. The determination of the absorbing power for 
moisture shows, moreover, that no important change will be effected in this 
respect, by bringing the subsoil to the surface — which, by exposure and tillage, 
soon becomes equally mellow with the present surface soil. Deep plowing and 
subsoiling, in the sense of turning up the subsoil (11503, ff.), is therefore clearly 
indicated as the means of bringing into action, the great native fertility of this 
soil ; in addition to which, the use of lime, both as a stimulant and nutritive 
ingredient, is to be primarily recommended. In view of the deficiency of Soda, 
in both the surface soil and subsoil, an addition of common salt to any manure 
used, would be found useful ; and plaster (gypsum) would greatly benefit the 
soil, not only as a stimulant, of which the subsoil stands in need, but also as 
supplying two important ingredients in which, otherwise, the soil is somewhat 
deficient. 

621. It is important to observe that, as a convenient source of lime, the marl 
(TfllS, ff; 141), and limestone (Tr91, ff.), region of Tishomingo is very accessible 
by Railroad to this section of the country. 

The nearest marl deposit on the railroad, with which I am acquainted, occurs 
near Chawalla Station on the M. & C. R. R. It is probable, however, that 
deposits of blue marls and glauconitic limestones, occur near at hand, on Muddy 
Creek, and Hatchie, in Tennessee. The marl at Chawalla (Trl41), is of the 
Rotten Limestone character, yellowish and clayey ; a specimen yielded on 
analysis, twenty-one per cent, of carbonate of lime ; but it is likely that marls 
richer in Ume than the one analyzed, and which would pay better for transport- 
ation, may be found between Chawalla and Parmington. If the impure green- 
sandy limestone of the Ripley Group (ITISO, ff.), should appear anywhere on 
Hatchie or Muddy Creek, near the railroad, it might pay well to burn it into 
lime for agricultural purposes. 

Further east, near the Mississippi line; and in particular where the railroad 
crosses Bear Creek, the gray limestone of the Carboniferous formation is found 
("[[82); which if burnt, on account of its greater purity, might pay better for 
transportation, notwithstanding the greater distance from the point wliere it is 
to be employed. 

622. The Table-land soils of North- West Tippah, such as they 
are found north of Salem, do not differ much, apparently, from 
those of Marshall ; in their growth, the Spanish (" Red ''), true Red, 
and Black Oak are rather more prevalent, alongside of the Post 
Oak, than is the case on the soils analyzed, where the Black Jack 
is very abundant ; the color of the. loam, also, inclines less towards 
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brown than is the case further west, and the face of the country 
gradually becomes more hilly as, after crossing Wolf River, near 
Sjjring Hill we advance eastward. 

In Marshall county the niaterial underiymg the surface loam is generally a 
reddish hardpan (of the Orange Sand formation), which sometimes is impervious 
enough even to give rise to springs, or a|t least, to retain the water in pools in 
the heds of the streams, after they have ceased to flow — as, unfortunately, they 
very generally do during a large portion of the summer, in the "table-land" 
region. As, however, we approach the dividing plateau between the waters of 
Wolf River and Hatchie, in T. 1, R. 2 and 3 E., and the northern portion of T. 
2 of the same range, we find the strata underlying the loam to consist of loose, 
white or yellowish sand, in consequence of which, the soil washes very badly, 
though according to the inhabitants, it is "good enough as long as it will stay"; 
while still further east, on the waters of Muddy Creek, as well as southward, 
the surface becomes more hilly and sandy and the soil inferior. — The streams of 
this plateau land flow only a short time even after the heaviest rains, their water 
being rapidly absorbed by the soil ; though even here, a stray layer of clay 
traversing the sand, will occasionally give rise to a spring. Wells require to be 
sunk to considerable and inconvenient depths, in order to obtain a steady supply 
of water during the summer ; and stock water requires to be kept in artificial 
ponds. The peculiar shallow, rounded form of the hollows in this region, 
immediately recalls the same feature as occurring in the Pine Hills of South Mis- 
sissippi under similar circumstances (ir77). 

623. It is greatly to be regretted, that circling was not practiced at an earlier 
date in this region ; for large tracts, originally covered (though not to a great 
depth) with an excellent soil, have already been irrecoverably lost to cultivation 
by washing. When the surface loam has been penetrated, the latter process 
goes on with fearful rapidity, and requires the most energetic measures to check 
it. Not only is the soil, and all that could possibly serve as a foundation for a 
soil, carried away from the hills, but the materials thus removed cover over the 
fertile branch bottoms, in company with a flood of sand, which renders them 
useless for all time to come. 

The difficulty just mentioned, though rarely met with to the extent to which 
it is experienced here, is of very frequent occurrence in this State, in conse- 
quence of the great prevalence of loose sandy materials as the substratum of 
the loams forming the soil and subsoil, and may as well find some discussion in 
this place ; since it is especially in the " Yellow Loam Region" that the inroads 
of the hillside washes are acquiring, more and more, an alarming importance, 
not only to the cultivators of the soil, but also to many villages and county 
seats, which seem to have been located very generally, by preference, upon sand 
ridges, and not a few of which are in danger of going, in the most literal sense, 
"down hill". 

624. " Circling" or " horizontalizing " ihe hill sides, in cultiva- 
tion, is certainly the first necessity in the present condition of 
things, and will do a good deal towards preventing the commence- 
ment of this evil. This is now becoming so universally known 
and acknowledged that no one who neglects this necessary measure 
oi self-defence, can claim to be considered as obeying the dictates 
of ordinary prudence and common sense. 

Sufficient attention is not as yet paid, in general, to the careful and accurate 
adjustment of the level, on which the success of the whole absolutely depends, 
and without which, the very measure intended to remedy the evil, is most 
calculated to bring it about. 

625. No one can trust his eye alone to recognize the true level with even 
moderate accuracy ; and the common water level, at least, ought to be considered 
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as indipensable an instrument on every upland plantation, as the steelyards 
which serve to weigh the crop. It should be found, ready made, in every 
country store and tinshop — it need not cost more than half a dollar, glass tubes 
and all. But the planter may in case of need make one himself at any time, 
from a piece of cane, or the tube of an elder, fitted at each end with a small 
medicine bottle, such as may be obtained at any drugstore — the bottom being 
cracked off and the bottle connected, neck downwards, with the horizontal tube, 
by means of a smaller tube (of cane or elder) which can readily be made to fit 
both the neck of the bottle and a hole bored into the side of the main piece ; the 
tubes ought to be as wide as possible, but the glass tubes or bottles should not 
esceed, for convenient use, half an inch in width ; and the horizontal tube ought 
not to be shorter than twelve inches — two feet is the desirable length. The 
facility of sighting over the top of the water in both ends, is much increased to 
an inexperienced eye, by coloring it in some way — with logwood, indigo. Poke- 
berry, Blood-root or the like. And it must be recollected, t£at the points sighted 
— which should not be at excessive distances, especially when the instrument is 
short — are on a level, not with the foot of the stick on which the instrument is 
supported, but with the surface of the water, or the eye of the observer while 
sighting ; and that, therefore, the height of the latter above ground must be 
measured downwards from the point sighted on a pole at the other ejqd, in order 
to obtain the point on the ground corresponding to the foot of the instrument. 
Moreover, if the surface is at all irregular, a single level taken at the middle of 
the slope is not enough to insure the plow-hands keeping " on a line" with it at 
any distance ; but several of these level lines ought to be seen and marked off, 
once for all, if possible. 

626. Hillside " horizontalizing", however, is not of itself aa 
effectual remedy, unless accompanied h j deep plowing, not only in 
making the furrows between the rows, but in the entire process of 
tillage. 

Unless this is done) so as to render the soil capable of absorbing rapidly a 
large amount of water, the latter is sure (unless indeed the soil be extremely 
porous of itself) to accumulate on the surface in the furrows, in heavy rains, to 
such an extent as to break through at some weak point, from which, thereafter, 
the washes will extend so much the more rapidly, as the process of horizontalizing 
itself has made the collection of the water in channels easier. And the same 
double inconvenience, precisely, always results from imperfect leveling of the 
furrows, as any one who wiU observe the point can convince himself. 

Deep plowing, therefore, while advisable almost everywhere as a matter of 
general policy, is doubly useful in lands subject to washing. And when, in 
addition, analysis has demonstrated (as in the case of the " Table-lands") that 
the richest portion of the soil still lies untouched beneath the present range of 
the plowshare, inducements enough, it would seem, are offered to planters for 
the final abandonment of the profitless, and in the case of hilly lands, positively 
suicidal system of shallow tillage, now so generally prevalent. 

627. When washing away can be prevented in lands circum- 
stanced as is a large portion of the yellow lands of the State (viz : 
underlaid, at the depth of a few feet, by pervious sands of con- 
siderable thickness, the very causes which at present prove so fatal 
in many cases, will be turned to positive advantage. For no 
artificial arrangement, however, complete and expensive, could 
bring about as perfect a condition of thorough drainage, as 
naturally exists in these soils. 

When, however, the thickness of the retentive loam muck exceeds about 4 
feet ; or when the underlying sand, instead of being loose and easily penetrated 
by water, is more or less indurate and cemented into " hardpan", then thorough 



1628, 6291, 629'-^l cure op washes. 295 

drainage by artificial means may become, if not absolutely necessary, at least 
very expedient and useful (IT 407, ff.; 413i ). 

628. It is higly important to the agriculturist, especially -when 
the subsoil or loam stratum proper is shallow, to preren't the 
washes from penetrating the loam into the underlying sand or 
hardpan. 

Should the sand be loose, the moment the water reaches it, an undermining 
process wUl begin, which will cause the land to waste with greatly increased 
rapidity. Should it, on the contrary, be an impervious hardpan, as is very 
frequently the case, the increased mass and velocity of the water will rapidly 
widen its channel, casting away the sides of the gully. In any case, when the 
sandy strata are once reached, the space thus laid bare is absolutely lost to culti- 
vation, unless artiflcally covered with fresh soil ; for the sands of the sea-beach 
are not more arid and hopelessly sterile, than are those of the Orange Sand 
formation. So long, therefore, as the washes remain within the loam stratum, 
the soil can be recovered for purposes of cultivation, not only in the region of 
"the Marshall and Tippah " Tablelands," but very generally where the, remarka- 
bly uniform, yellow loam stratum prevails. Old fields cut up with washes need 
not, therefore, be considered as irreclaimable, unless this loam has been absolutely 
carried.away, exposing the sterile sand — which, in general, it is not difficult to 
distinguish from the subsoil loam, since the former very rarely possesses tints 
similar to those of the latter. In N. Mississippi especially, the dull yeUowish- 
brown tints of the loam generally contrast pretty strongly with the reddish- 
brown or orange hues of the sand. 

The loam exposed by these washes, so far fi-om being sterile, is 
often found eminently fertile, in consequence of the decomposing 
or " fallowing" action which has been exercised upon it by the 
atmosphere (*ir357). In N. Marshall, especially, striking instances 
of this kind have often occured. In general, these washed surfaces 
require to be treated like subsoil fields (T506). 

As regards the cure of washes already formed, it is oftentimes by no means 
easy. It cannot always be done by simply filling them up, because the loose 
material thus introduced is liable to be washed away again by the first hard rain ; 
unless, at the same time, an underdraia is laid at the bottom of the gully, so as 
to carry off the water rapidly, without allowing it to set the mass afloat. 

6291. South of the waters of Wolf Kiver, on the northern 
branches of Tippah Creek, in Tippah county, the land is generally 
much inferior to that of the " Table-land" region. The surface is 
much broken, and the covering of loam thin or almost entirely 
wanting on the ridge lands, whose soil is sandy, and timbered, 
chiefly with inferior Post Oak and Black Jack, at first only with 
occasional streaks of Pine, which gradually becomes one of the 
regular occupants of the soil ; some Chestnut, also, is almost 
invariably present. The slopes towards the bottom, however, (as 
well as the latter themselves) are of good quality, and resemble 
the " Table-land" soil. 

Very nearly the same condition of things obtains in TT. 5 and 6, E. 1 B., 
save that the lands often possess somewhat the character of the " Hills of the 
Flatwoods Eegion" (ir587) ; so that the country on the Ocklimita is an exact 
copy of that on the headwaters of Yockney — e. g., the Potlockney, Otuckalofa, 
•etc., and the same character continues B. of Tippah Creek, in Marshall county. 
,1^629^. West of Tippah Creek the country improves, being less 
broken, the Pine disappearing, the growth of the Post Oak and 
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Black Jack becoming better, and more mingled with Hickory. 
Spanish (" Red") and other oaks ; while the loam stratum becomes 
thicker, and the soil in consequence less sandy. 

South-west Marshall I have not personally visited, but its features are said 
to resemble altogether those of adjoining portions of Lafayette, and the country 
bordering on the M. C. E. E., viz : undulating oak uplands, whose soil-loam is 
somewhat paler in color than that of the N. Marshall " table-lands", a little 
lighter on the whole, and the stratum of less thickness ; and interspersed at 
times with lighter ridges, where the soil is sandy and the timber correspondingly 
poorer. 

630. In Lafayette county, a line drawn from the N. E. corner 
{the mouth of Pouskous Creek) to thu head of Yellow Leaf, down 
that creek to its mouth, and thence nearly due S., will leave S. and 
B. of it the main body of the "Pine Hill" lands (1607 = ), of the 
county. 

N. and W. of it, but little Pine is to be found, the face of the country being 
either broken ridge lands with a very sandy soil, bearing an inferior growth, 
chiefly of Post Oak and Black Jack, commonly accompanied by the Scarlet 
(" Danish ") and more or less, by the Spanish (" Heel ") Oaks ; or broad ridges 
less high and abrupt, forming uplands more or less undulating, composed of 
Orange Sand covered by a stratum 2 to 4 feet in thickness, of yellow loam. 
The Spanish {" Bed"), 'Red {" Black", in part)' and Post Oak, and Hickory, 
form the prominent growth of these lands ; but according to their position in the 
scale of transition into the sandy ridge lands (ir606 ; 607?- ), more or less 
Black Jack and Scarlet (" Spanish") Oak is added to the above, and the shapes 
of the trees vary as before described. In some points (as on Clear Creek) the 
better class of lands, also, bear the Black Jack, of the same type as on the 
Marshall Table-lands, but this is rather the exception. 

On the fine cotton uplands lying between the creeks forming the immediate 
confluents of the Tallahatchie, in N. W. Lafayette, the Spanish (" Bed ") and Eed 
(" JBlacJc ") Oak, together with occasional sturdy Post Oaks, are finely developed 
and together with the Hickory, characterize the best lands on Woodson's Eidge, 
the College Hill Eidge, &c., which are little inferior to the Table-lands of 
Marshall ; and to which, although I have not as yet been able to analyze them, 
I have no doubt the same remarks will apply, in general, which have been made 
in reference to the former region (ir616, ff.). It is to be observed, however, that 
the stratum underlying the loam generally, is not loose sand, but reddish hardpan. 

In this northern and north-eastern portion of the county, large bodies of fine 
uplands exist ; they are always more or less interspersed, however, with higher 
and more sandy ridges, and even level tracts which the lank growth and whitish 
bark of the oaks, no less than experience, show to be of inferior fertility. 

The dividing ridge between the Yockeney and Tallahatchie, on which Oxford 
stands, varies greatly in its character from place to place, viz : from that of 
Woodson's Eidge to that of the poorest Black Jack ridges. The bodies of good 
land are, therefore, small, and extend chiefly along the branch bottoms ; and 
such is more especially the case on its southern slope, towards the Yocken&y- 
Patafa Eiver. Here as elsewhere, in general, the loam stratum increases in 
thickness and quality as we advance westward. 

631. The uplands bordering upon the Yockeney-Patafa, in S. 
Lafayette, are generally very much broken, and although the lower 
hillside growth is often indicative of a good soil, the sandy summits 
of the narrovjr ridges offer little inducement for cultivation. It is 
chiefly the branch bottoms (which are generally narrow), the 
slopes, and bottom of the river itself (which is, -however, subject 
to overflow) that are cultivated. 
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The same, precisely, may be said of the country on the waters of the 
Otuckalofa, and on the northern confluents of the Loosha Scoona, in Calhoun 
county, as well as of adjoining portions of N. E. Yallabusha ; only that in 
general, the Short-leaf Pine is mingled here with the ridge Oaks. The bottom 
lands of these creeks are very fine, and heavily timbered, with trees denoting 
rather a heavy, though a fertile soil. The slope of the hills towards the bottom 
of Scoona is gentle, and forms a tract of rather heavy upland soil, timbered with 
Spanish (" Bed ") Post, and Red (" Black ") Oak, and Hickory. The bottom 
lands of the Scoona, which are extensive (the bottom being 1)4 to 2)4 miles 
wide), and whose growth leaves no doubt of their being very fertile, have hardly 
been fairly tested as yet, on account of their being subject to overflow ; and as 
the soil is, at the same time, somewhat heavy, it cannot be tilled early enough 
in spring, unless first reclaimed. 

632. Of Yallabusha county, claimed by its inhabitants as being, 
in an agricultural point of view, the best of the upland counties of 
the State, I know from personal observation only the central 
portion, adjacent to the M. C. R. R. ; which, however, is said to 
represent pretty fairly also the western portion. N. of Coffeeville 
it is a gently undulating region, with a yellow loam soil, oak 
growth, etc., much resembling the fertile oak uplands of N. Lafayette, 
and generally possessing a reddish hardpan subsoil, which not 
being very pervious, a good deal of injury is done to the lands by 
^washing. 

Here, also, a great deal of good would be done by deeper tillage, not only as 
a preventive of washing and injury by drouth, but also because of the evident 
identity of the whole loam stratum, with that forming the soil itself (11616, £f.). 
Between Coffeeville and the Yallabusha Eiver, also, there is generally a fine 
farming country, interspersed here and there, however, with Black Jack and 
Post Oak ridges of less fertility, and sometimes even with short Pine ridges 
(If6072 ) ; the yellow loam soil is the same as above, save in that the stratum 
is generally thicker, and liable to washing. 

The fine level farming region around Gfrenada, which extends on both sides 
along the Yallabusha and Beadupanbogue, is a second bottom or hommock^ 
several miles in width, now almost entirely under cultivation, but originally 
timbered, with Post, Willow, Water, Chestnut White, and White Oaks, and 
Hickory ; the soil being a light, yellowish gray loam, several feet in depth, easily 
tilled, and of great fertility. This level hommock land, which slopes off gradually 
into the bottoms proper, is bordered, and occasionally interspersed with, poor, 
sandy, low ridges bearing an inferior growth of Black Jack, Post, and Spanish 
(" Bed") Oaks. 

633. Pine ridges are, however, within sight of Grenada, a few 
miles to the eastward, and are said to extend into the fork of the 
Yallabusha and Loosha Scoona. The high ridge lands dividing 
Beadupanbogue from Big Sandy Creek, and further S. "W., the 
waters of Hayes' Creek and other confluents of the Big Black, 
from those of the Yallabusha, are timbered with Short-leaf Pine, 
Black Jack, Post, Spanish (" Red ") and some Scarlet (" Spanish^') 

Oaks. 

Up to the head of the Beadupanbogue the ridges are steep and narrow, their 
soil is very sandy and of little fertility, and often of a deep orange tint ; beyond, 
as we approach Middletown, the ridges become lower and broader, the soil 
improves and the loam stratum becomes thicker, but is of a remarkably pale 
yellow tint; while the Scarlet {"Spanish") Oak is uncommonly abundant. 
Notwithstanding the considerable admixture of Short-leaf Pine among the Oaks, 
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this soil " wears " very well even on the ridges, producing 900 to 1000 lbs. of 
seed cotton for 10 to 12 years. Near MiddletoDj and beyond, between Middle- 
ton and Shongalo, the pine is scarce or altogether wanting, the Oak growth 
Spanish (" Red ") Post, Scarlet (" Spanish ") the true Eed, and an occasional 
Black Oak and Hickory, improve its character, and the soil increases in depth, as we 
advance southward ; only occasionally there is a higher, sandy ridge, on which 
the Black Jack and Post Oak exclusively prevail. 

Near Shongalo (iri83, ff.), we have gently rolling yellow loam 
uplands, well timbered with the growth above given, and sloping 
down rather gradually into the hommock of the Big Black Eiver, 
of whose soils I shall speak later {T660, ff.). 

634. I have not personally examined the more westerly portions 
of Carroll county, but I am informed that their general features 
resemble very much those observed along the line of the R. R. 
until we approach within a few miles of the Mississippi Bluff ; the 
surface being considerably broken. 

The higher dividing ridges are of inferior fertility, while the lower are thickly 
covered with productive yellow loam, which seems not only to increase in 
thickness, but also in the amount of lime it contains, as we advance westward. 
It appears that the Big Black River in Carroll and Holmes is generally bordered 
on the W. within a few miles, by a gently rolling, tract of yellow loam oak 
uplands (as those in which Emory and Eichland are situated) ; beyond which, 
the country is more broken and in consequence, less convenient for cultivation, 
though not, in itself, less fertile. The Eichland region in S. E. Holmes, on the 
Big Black side of the dividing ridge, is separated from the hommock lands of the 
latter stream, by a strip of hilly country, on which Pines are occasionally seen ; 
north of Goodman Station, the Pine uplands remain constantly within sight of 
the E. E. nearly up to the Carroll line. Near Eichland, the country is gently 
undulating, the yellow loam stratum 15 to 20 feet thick without much change 
from top to bottom ; the timber large Post, Spanish (" Bed ") and Scarlet 
(," Spanish") Oaks, accompanied very generally by large Black Jacks, of the 
same type as that of the Madison loam lands. Prom the aspect of the loam 
stratum, and the indications of vegetation in all its different points, there appears 
to be very little difference between its upper and lower layers, provided the 
latter have been exposed to the atmosphere, and somewhat mixed with vegetable 
matter. In all respects, this soil resembles very much that of the Marshall 
county table-lands — it is at all events little inferior to them in thriftiness and 
durability (11616, ff.). Fresh lands produce nearly a bale of cotton (1200 lbs. 
of seed cotton) per acre, and after 9 or 10 years incessant cultivation, wiU still 
yield about 750 lbs. of seed-cotton, with the usual shallow tillage. 

The loam contains very little coarse sand, but enough of fine, to render it 
very mellow and easily tilled ; hence subsoiling will be comparatively easy, and 
doubtless very effectual in renovating the soil, which is in many places becoming 
very much worn. The clay marls of Madison (ir281, ff.), could be used abun- 
dantly on this soil, without mucli danger of impairing its good physical qualities. 

The same soil precisely prevails in N. E. Yazoo generally, save 
that the face of the country is rather more undulating than near 
Richland, and on the higher ridges, where the loam has had a 
chance to wash away, the stratum of course is thinner. Still 
further southward, especially along the Big Black River, the in- 
fluence of the calcareous silt of the Bluff formation on the soil and 
vegetation, becomes apparent. 

635. Such, according to L. Harper's account, is more especially the case on 
the W. slope of the dividing ridge between Big Black and Yazoo waters, which 
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lower down takes the name of Walnut Hills — a region of which, thus far, I have 
no personal knowledge. It seems that all along the Mississippi Bluff, from 
Horn Lake to Vicksburg, for a few tniles inland at least, the calcareous silt of 
the Bluff formation (f327, ff.), is occasionally seen, either in patches or forming 
ridges, and that the loam stratum overlying the same (unlike that forming the 
surface in the Southern River Counties, which see Tr684:), is strongly impregnated 
with Ume, so as even to contain white calcareous concretions. It bears, in 
consequence, a very vigorous growth of lime-loving trees, such as the " Poplar ", 
Linn or Basswood, Sweet Grum, large Sassafras, (several feet in diameter) White 
Oak, and Post Oak. The growth indicates a soil of great fertility, but the 
country is so much broken — washed into high steep ridges and deep ravines, 
as to be inconvenient for the cultivation of ordinary field crops. Like the Cane 
Hills of the Southern Eiver Counties, it could probably best be made available 
for the culture of the grape, and of fruit trees. 

636. We now return to the Big Black Eiver, and more especially, to the 
neighborhood of Shongalo. Besides the pale yellow loam which forms the 
usual soil of this region, we find in spots a more clayey soil of a deep orange- 
red — the same, obviously, as that of the clays accompanying the Shongalo 
greensand, in the B. E. cuts at and below Vaiden, and at Kirkwood's Perry 
(1183, ff.). 

The portion of N. Attala seen on the Shongalo and Kosciusko 
road, up to Poukta Creek, is very hilly and broken, the soil thin 
and sandy, the timber chiefly Shortleaf Pine, Post and Spanish 
(" Red ") Oak, with occasionally some Hickory. The bottoms, 
however, as well as the lower hillsides where the greensand strata 
come to the surface (1F276), possess a rich growth and light, pro- 
ductive soil. 

There can be no doubt that with the aid of the greensand manure, so 
generally accessible in this region, many of the poor hills on the Zilfa, Sugar 
Creek, and upper Poukta, may be rendered very profitably productive ; and 
the same probably is true of N. E. Attala, which I have not visited. 

637. The uplands bordering on the Poukta, and no doubt some 
of those on the other creeks mentioned, are of a very different 
character. The soil is shallow and scarcely differs from the sub- 
soil, which is a deep orange-red, stiff clay containing some sharp 
sand, and occasionally, vestiges of greensand grains ; being evi- 
dently derived from the similar clays of the Tertiary strata seen 
at Vaiden and Kirkwood's Ferry. 

The surface of the country where this soil pre,vails, is moderately hilly, and 
timbered with White, Black, Post and Spanish (" Bed ") Oak, and Short-leaf 
Pine. Cotton, Oats, and also Com, are said to succeed well on this soil, which 
" wears well ", but is somewhat difBcult of tillage; there is perhaps no other 
cause than its heaviness for the want of success in raising on it wheat and 
(sweet) potatoes. 

The fertility of the soil of these " Red Hills ", which is found to within a 
mile of Kosciusko, is owing mainly, no doubt, to the greensand grains of the 
original material ; and nothing could be better suited to its improvement, both 
as to heaviness and absolute fertility, than the sandy greensand manure found 
in that region. We find here, on the creeks, bluffs of the clay material mixed 
with greensand (Tfl83), but doubtless the sandy stratum is to be found higher 
up on the hillsides. It appears that the manuring qualities of the deposits of the 
creeks, which are rich in greensand, have already become known, by experience, 
to the inhabitants of this region ; of their value, which depends on the green- 
sand grains contained in them, it will be easy to judge by the eye. The soil of 
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the " Red Hills " is generally very poor in vegetable matter, which ought to be 
supplied to it in any convenient shape, and would, no douljt, greatly increase 
the " safety " and productiveness of the soil. 

I have been informed that similar heavy, red soils occur in the adjoining 
portions of Holmes, and even in the N. edge of Madison, I have seen patches 
of soil resembling it— regarding which, of course, the same would probably 
hold true, as in regard to those of Attala. Whether or not the red soil occurs 
in E. Attala, which is said to resemble, in general, the N. W. portion, just 
described, I am not informed. 

638. The ridge on which Kosciusko is situatedi is sandy, and 
timbered with Post Oak, Black Jack, Spanish (" Red ") Oak, some 
(true) Red Oak, and Short-leaf Pine, the soil being rather inferior. 
Such, with the exception of the bottoms and hommocks, is the 
character of the soil of S. Attala and the N. E. corner of Leake, 
(the only portion of that county which I have visited) ; the surface 
being rather hilly and broken, and settled chiefly along the streams. 

The slope from the hills W. of the Yockanookana towards the bottom of the 
latter is very gradual, and is well settled ; its growth being the same oaks oc- 
curring further inland, but of a better character, and with more Hickory and less 
Pine ; the soil, however, is very variable. On the upper portions of the slope, 
the subsoil is a pale yellow loam. Lower down, in what might be considered 
the hommook or second bottom of the river, the soil (and subsoil which is of 
the same aspect) is a gray, ashy silt with ferruginous dots, resembling not a 
little the light soil of the Chickasaw Platwoods (11572 ; 575, ff.), yet it produces 
well and is not liable to cause failure of the crops in extreme seasons ; it is 
timbered with Beech, Hickory, White, Black, Scarlet (" SpanisJi ") and Spanish 
(" Bed ") Oak, Elm, and Bottom Pine. The soil of the bottom proper is some- 
what similar (1[662). 

639. In N. Madison, on the heads of Siniash Creek, there is a 
tract of fine, gently undulating yellow loam uplands, where no 
Pine is seen ; the latter tree re-appears, however, as we approach 
the Big Black towards Goodman, on the higher ridges, where the 
loam is thin, or almost wanting ; while the general surface of the 
country, although hilly, is not too much so for cultivation, and 
possesses a fair soil. Southward, however, towards Canton, the 
ridges become lower and the country gradually assumes the face of 
the region S. of Canton, which will be described in another place 
(11624, ff.). 

640. We nov turn back northward to the Loosha Scoona River, 
in Calhoun county, the hilly pine lands N. of which have been 
above described (i631, ff.). 

I have not visited the portion of Calhoun county lying S. of the same, which, 
while in general resembling the N. portion, has been described to me as being 
more fertile on the whole, than the latter. Its upland soils seem to resemble, 
in many localities, more those of the Hills of the Flatwoods Region (11587, ffi), 
than those of the yellow loam. Such is the case in the S. E. corner, where 
alone I have myself examined them (11589). The ridge soils retain their clayey 
character, and their timber of White Oak, Spanish (" Red ") Oak, Hickory, and 
scattered Pine, alternating with Black Jack and Post Oak ridges, up to Tapashaw 
Creek, on the Houston and Bellefontaine road. The bottom lands of the 
Tapashaw are much praised, the timber and soil resembling that of the Potlock- 
ney (ir539), as is the case with the creeks of this region generally. 

641. Beyond (S. ot) the Tapashaw, the ridge lands are more sandy, and on the 
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dividing ridge, (between Big Blaoli and Yallabusha waters) resemble closely 
that of the Pine Hills of Lafayette even as to the rocky knolls occasionally 
perched on top (ITH)- Approaching Bellefontaine, however, the country 
becomes less broken and the soil improves — generally in proportion as the gray 
clays of the Lignitic formation approach the surface-^as the yellow loam 
stratum becomes thicker. 

S. of Bellefontaine, the pine disappears, until within a few miles 
from Greensboro'. The lands are rather broken, the higherridges 
bear the Black Jack and Post Oak, and show bald spots of whitish 
€lay — the soil being, of course, rather heavy in consequence. 
Generally, however, on the lower ridge lands, the Spanish ■(" Red ") 
Oak prevails most frequently, mixed with some Hickory and Post 
Oak — the subsoil being a moderately heavy, yellow loam. This 
soil represents fairly the better class of soils of E. Choctaw, there 
being considerable uniformity, except where sand ridges intervene. 

Thus G-reensboro', like so many other county seats of Mississippi, is situated 
on a very sandy ridge, where Pino, Post Oak and Black Jack predominate over 
the Spanish (" Med ") Oak. Between Grreensboro' and Big Black, the Spanish 
(" Bed ") Oak again predominates ; S. of Big Black, on the Bankston road, we 
first meet with sandy pine hills, then, near Bankston, a gently undulating 
region, with yellow loam soil, and timbered mainly with Spanish (" Bed ") Oak, 
with some Hickory, (true) Red, and an occasional Black Oak. 

642. A similar alternation of soils characterizes the whole of Choctaw county, 
all of which is moderately hilly, without very high ridges, and without 
possessing (except along the streams) large continuous tracts of very fertile 
soil ; the average production of the better class of upland soils, being from 
800 to 1,000 lbs. of seed-cotton. The western portion (which I have not 
visited) resembles the adjoining parts of Carroll, above described (11633, ff.). 

The S. E. corner of Choctaw, while there are no high ridges, is broken up 
into a continual succession of small rounded ones ; whose soil does not, in 
general, differ essentially from those of N. E. Choctaw. 

643. The upland soils of Winston county, as far as I know them, 
are essentially of two different characters. The southern and 
Western portion of the county possesses a shallow, pale soil, and 
a pale yellow, rather sandy, loam subsoil ; the former often, the 
latter always containing more or less concretions of bog ore 
(" black pebble ''). This soil is timbered with Short-leaf Pine, 
Post, Spanish (" Red "), and Scarlet (" Spanish ") Oak, generally 
accompanied by some Hickory, Black Gum, and Maple — the whole 
growth disposed to be somewhat scrubby, and the soil of inferior 
fertility. 

644. In the northei-n, and north-eastern portion of the county, 
there prevails a soil resembling in many respects that of the "Red 
Hills" of Attala (1637), and probably formed originally of the 
same materials. It is not, on the whole, quite so . heavy or dark 
colored — not, at least, on the surface ; the deeper we go, however, 
the heavier and darker colored it becomes. This soil is character- 
ized by a growth of White, Black and {true) Red (" Black ") Oak, 
stout Post Oak, a good deal of Hickory, and sometimes, Short-leaf 
Pine ; all these trees being stout and well proportioned. The 
average production of this soil is from 800 to 1000 lbs. of seed- 
cotton per acre, sometimes even more. 
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It is important to observe, that the red clay sometimes forms the subsoil, 
where the pale yellow loam (see above, 1164:3), only appears on the surface. In 
this case, there is a corresponding improvement in the timber of the yellow loam, 
which is less disposed to be scrubby, and to which according to circumstances, 
the Hickory, Black and White Oak are added. Of course, deep plowing in such 
soils is to be highly recommended. Moreover, the red soil itself occupies the 
surface in patches and belts in N. W. Winston — as for instance, near New 
Prospect, on Mr. Coleman's land, S. of the Yockanookana, where a strip about 
5 miles long by 1 wide, extends along the edge of the bottom. The main body 
of these red lands, however, is in the " Noxubee Hills ", in N. E. Winston and 
S. W. Ocktibbeha. 

The country it occupies is considerably broken, and the hillsides are steep ; 
on them, as well as in the gullies, the " Poplar " and Ash occur. Occasionally, 
on higher ridges, we find sandy soils, ferruginous sandstone, etc., with scrubby 
Black Jack and Post Oak ; but mainly, the red soE prevails, and whenever a 
space is afforded, settlements and plantations show the good estimation in which 
the land is held. — This soil appears about 3 miles E. of Louisville, and extends 
S. as far as the Winstonville neighborhood, on Allison's Ridge. 

645. I have not myself examined the S. W. portion of Winston, but it is said 
to resemble the southeastern, which I have traversed on the Louisville and 
Summerville road. The neighborhood of Louisville is but slightly undulating, and 
the same features, with the pale yellow subsoil containing " black pebbles ", and 
a somewhat scrubby growth as before described (1164:3), continue for several 
miles on the SummerviUe road. Gradually, however, the soil deteriorates as we 
advance, and about 5 miles from the town, we see regular " Pine HUls " resem- 
bling those of Simpson and S. Smith, in all but the species of the Pine, which 
is the Short-leaf To the depth of 8 to 10 inches it is of a very pale yellowish 
buff tint, and almost ashy — lower down, it gradually changes into the pale 
yellow loam with bog-ore pebbles (ir387). Probably the soil of the lower 
ridges is better than this of the main dividing ridge, which continues with little 
change to within a few miles of the crossing of the Nanna Wauya, where we 
find several narrow branch bottoms timbered with White Oak and Sweet Gum ; 
the uplands between these are of a yellow loam rather more sandy than that of 
the Louisville neighborhood. The Bottom soil of the Nanna Wauya, also, like 
that of most of the tributaries of Pearl Eiver, has quite a light, sandy soil ; of 
a dark chocolate tint for 12 inches, then paler and still more sandy. This soil 
produces finely and is timbered with White and Chestnut White Oak, Sweet and 
Black Gum, Hickory and some little Wild Plum. 

646. The lands E. of the Nanna Wauya though in general 
resembling the pale yellow loam lands of "Winston, are better and 
keep improving as we advance towards Summerville, as is shown 
by the improvement of the timber ; they become more and more 
sandy, and the " black pebbles " less frequent, until, near Summer- 
ville, the soil has totally changed its character. 

The country is undulating, but with long slopes, well settled and fertile, 
notwithstanding that its soil is exti;emely sandy ; of a brownish gray tint for 
about 8 inches, then deep orange-red, indurate, coarse sand down to 24 inches, 
and more. Still lower down, we find loose white and yellow sands. The 
timber consists of sturdy Post Oak, (sometimes with "runners") large high- 
trunked Black Jack, large upland Hickories ; occasionally, some Black Oak, and 
on the sandiest points of tlie ridges, the Upland Willow Oak, (Q. cinerea). 
This soil is quite productive, " wears well ", and does not suffer from drouth 
as severely as might be supposed, in consequence, no doubt, of its deep indurate 
subsoil, whose ferruginp-aluminous cement, between the coarse sand grains, is 
quite retentive of moisture and manures. 

647. The sandy soil of the Gholson or Summerville Ridge (which skirts the 
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Flatwoods of Noxubee and part of Kemper, (T563), is the type of a class of sandy, 
but productive ridge soils, which prevail to a considerable extent, and acquire 
considerable importance, in S. E. Mississippi. I shall mention them here, as 
far as I know them to exist, in connection with the yellow loam, whose place 
they evidently occupy ; although they extend considerably beyond the limits of 
what I have placed under the head of the Yellow Loam Eegion. 

The ridge soils of Kemper, W. of the Flatwoods, are generally 
very sandy. Those of the main dividing ridges especially in the 
northern portion, generally resemble that of the Summerville 
Ridge ;. but the lower ridges often greatly resemble those of S. 
Winston, and are of inferior fertility. 

Such is the case, for instance, in the uplands between DeKalb and Scooba, 
timbered with a middle-sized growth of Hickory, Short-leaf Pine, Spanish 
(" Bed ") Oak, and scattered Red (" Slack ") Oak and Sassafras. The soU is 
yellowish, very sandy, and increasing in sandiness downwards, without the 
intervention (as on the Summerville ridge) of any retentive hardpan stratum ; 
until, at the depth of 2 to 2)4 feet, it is almost pure sand. Of course, deep 
culture would not only be useless, but positively injurious in such a soil, which 
would in any case wear out very soon ; it is, however, but very little cultivated, 
the settlements being mostly confined to the creek bottoms, which have rather 
a heavy, " flatwoody " soil. 

On the main ridge, we generally find at a certain depth, an indurate subsoil 
crust, which renders the soil capable of profitable cultivation, and improvement. 
This crust, the depth of which varies greatly in dififerent localities (from 8 
inches to 2 feet) ought not to be broken through on any account, since after 
that, the land must become absolutely useless (ITSIO, ff.). Local examination 
alone can determine, in each particular case, what is the depth to which the 
plow can safely go. 

648. The bottom soils of the Yazoo, Patickfaw, etc., are exceeding sandy, 
although on the ridge dividing them, we see a good loam soil ; as also on some 
of those south of Patickfaw, in whose bottom we find, on this route, the first 
Long-leaf Pine, which thereafter, onward to Daleville, alternates, in strips of 
poor sandy ridge land, with lands bearing the short-leaf Pine, in company with 
large Spanish (" Sed") and Post Oaks, whose soil is a yellow, somewhat sandy 
loam, producing from five to 800 pounds of seed cotton per acre. 

Near Daleville (1178), we find on the uplands a stiff, red, clay 
soil, resembling in aspect that of the Nozubee Hills (1644), but not 
equal in productiveness ; it evidently requires deep tillage to make 
the crops safe. The same soil is seen southward of Daleville, where 
it resembles still more strikingly, even in its growth, the soil of the 
Noxubee hills, and also approaches it in productiveness ; it is obvi- 
ously derived chiefly from the white or gray clay which underlies, 
and sometimes even comes to the surface in what are, very improp- 
erly termed " prairie spots " (1370, ff.). 

649. Beyond Sowashee Creek, we again strike sandy land resembling that of 
the Summerville Eidge ; then, high ridges with ferruginous sand-rock, timbered 
with Pine, Post Oak and Black Jack. At the town of Marion, we have a yellow, 
sandy, loam subsoil, several feet in thicknees, timbered with Post Oak and Short- 
leaf Pine, both short and sturdy, stout, good sized Hickory, some Spanish 
(" Bed") and Black Oak ; also Black Gum. This soil, which produces well, is 
of particular interest as having proved itself well adapted to the culture of the 
Catewba grape — a crop which is likely to become, in time, of the highest 
importance to the State (ir706, ff.). 

In 1859, at the time of my visit, about 5 acres of vineyard had been planted 
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near Marion. I was informed that in 1858, a tract of vineyard belonging to 
Judge J. B. Hancock (who was the first to introduce the culture) yielded 500 
gallons of juice at the rate of 700 gallons per acre ; and smaller quantities, at 
the same rate of production or nearly so, have been made by others. Estimating 
the product at only $1 50 per gallon (the minimum), it would seem that few 
other crops would be likely to yield equal profits on this soil. I have been 
unable to obtain information concerning the crop of 1859, but a large yield was 
anticipated. Drs. H. R. Wilson and D. U. Ford, of Marion have also entered 
with zest upon the culture of the grape ; and it is to be hoped that the results 
of these interesting experiments will, at an early day, be communicated to the 
public. 

650. About half a mile west of Marion, we find a strip, not more than half 
a mile in width, of sandy land of the character of the Summerville Eidges ; the 
same is also met with about three miles south of Marion, and is there about 
three miles wide ; it bears quite an assortment of oaks, to-wit : Post Oak with 
"runners". Black Jack, Upland Willow, and Barrens Scrub Oak {Q. ferruginea, 
cinerea, Catesbaei), all of which are here properly comprehended under the 
designation of Blackjacks ; Spanish {"Red") and true Eed (" Black ") Oak, with 
some Hickory. 

Southward of this belt of sandy land, we again see a tract resembling that at 
Marion ; but further south, as well as west of the sandy belt near Marion, we 
soon enter the regular Long-leaf Pine Hills, which will be noticed elsewhere 
(see " Long-leaf Pine Region"). 

651. The sandy soils but just described coincide in every par- 
ticular with those forming the ridges on the upper Tallahoma, and 
the north portion at least of the Paulding ridge, North Jasper 
(1746). The same kind of soil appears, no doubt, on some of the 
ridges of Newton, and through that county, probably, is connected 
with the ridges of DeKalb and Summerville. 

The peculiarities of this soil can nowhere, perhaps, be studied 
to greater advantage, than on the ridges of the Tallahoma, west 
of Garlandville. 

The main body of the ridge consists of loose, sterile sands, while the summit 
is formed by a stratum six to eight feet in thickness, of a semi-indurate material 
consisting of coarse sand, loosely cemented by reddish- or grayish-yellow, clayey 
matter, so as to form a coarse sandy hardpan, which, when crushed, is readily 
separated into its sandy and its clayey ingredients, by mere dusting, as when 
we separate wheat from the chaff. Hence it is observed, that great injury is done 
to this soil when exposed in prominent points, to high winds sherUj after tillage 
in dry weather ; the fertile portion of the soil being thus litterally blown away 
and leaving the arid sand behind. 

It has been stated that this stratum of soil or hardpan lies on the hiU-iops; the 
hillside soil is a mixture of the washings of this summit stratum with the red 
and white sand underlying it, and cropping out on the slope. The sandy hard- 
pan when once broken up, parts with its fertilizing ingredients as readily by the 
action of water, as by that of wind ; hence, that portion of it which is washed 
down the hillsides, is of greatly inferior fertility, and inhabited chiefly by scrubby 
Post Oak with runners, and Upland Willow Oak ; and the same character is 
assumed by the soil of the summit of the ridge, whenever the stratum of fertile 
hardpan, being thin, has been broken up, as is the case, to a considerable extent, 
in the tract of sandy soil south of Marion (see above). 

652. The soil of the Tallahoma ridges in North-west Jasper (where the 
hardpan stratum is of sufficient thickness to allow of deep culture), has yielded 
fine crops of cotton and corn for fifteen to twenty years, before it was considered 
aa " worn out "; to sweet potatoes, it is found to be peculiarly suited. Yet even 
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now, after the soil of the " turned out " old fields, of which there are many 
•on the brows of these hills, has been much damaged by winds and washing, the 
judicious use of the subsoil plow would readily renovate it ; and by careful 
prevention of washing, with attention to tilling only while the soil is somewhat 
moist, they might produce for many years to come, and would undoubtedly be 
susceptible of improvement by manure also, so long as the hardpan.stratum is 
not hroken through — which, in using deep culture, must be carefully guarded 
against (1510, ff.); recollecting that what can be done with impunity and 
advantage on the summits of the ridges, may ruin the hillside lands. The use 
of the marls occurring at the foot of the TaEahoma and Paulding ridges, oon- 
jointhj with vegetable matter, would be eminently useful on these soils, and might 
even '.reclaim the land where the subsoil crust is very thin or wanting. The 
white " shell prairie " marls (ir208 ; 288), hy themselves, however, should be used 
with great caution — in quantities not exceeding one hundred to one hundred 
and fifty bushels per acre, for a trial ; but since pine straw (f790, ff".), is very 
available in these regions, for use in composting, it would seem advisable always 
to employ it at least, conjointly with the marl. 

653. Kising, as these ridges do, rather suddenly, from the level regions of the 
^' hogbed prairie ". and shell prairie (TfTlS); affording, from their summits, exten- 
sive views over the wooded plains, they offer many tempting sites for residences. 
The great depth required for wells (80 to 100 feet), in the absence of springs, is 
somewhat of a drawback, but not greater, to say the least, than in many of the 
best settled regions of the State, where cisterns are used altogether. Moreover, 
it is very likely, from the considerable elevation of the country in Newton 
county, as shown by the railroad levelings, that in bored wells, tubed as far as 
the sand reaches, water could be procured to rise to within convenient distances 
of the surface (ir325). The improvement of these ridges, therefore, highly 
desirable as it is, is by no means as difficult as might seem at first sight. By the 
aid of the Rotten Limestone, or rather, perhaps, the lime madeof it (Trl47, ff.), 
similar improvements wiE be practicable with the similar lands of Noxubee, 
Kemper and Lauderdale. 

Of the lands of Neshoba and Newton, I have but little personal knowledge. 
A large portion Qf East Neshoba greatly resembles that of Winston covered by 
the pale yellow, black-pebble loam (ir543), save in that the scrubby Black Jack 
is, perhaps, rather prevalent over the Post Oak-. In West Neshoba there are 
said to exist some of the highest ridges in the State. 

654. Bottom Soils op the Yellow Loam Region, — The Bottom 
soils of the smaller streams necessarily vary so much in conformitj 
with the soils of the surrounding uplands, that it would be impos- 
sible to consider them specially under a distinct head, without 
continual repetition. They bear, as it were, the average character 
of the soils of the hills from which they receive their washings 
(usually with the addition of vegetable matter); hence that of the 
bottom soil of one stream will be changed to a certain extent, so 
soon as other streams, whose uplands are of a different kind, unite 
with the first, carrying with them, of course, their peculiar depos- 
its, to mingle with those of the others, and to modify their charac- 
ter accordingly. 

I intend, therefore, to give, under this head, merely general remarks on the 
character of the bottom soils of the principal streams and their tributaries. No 
analyses having as yet been made of any of these soils, all I can say regarding 
them refers to their extent of occurrence, their growth, physical properties, etc., 
as observed in the field. They are usually so fertile, that few of them have as 
yet begun to be worn out ; and as there has been less demand for knowledge in 
regard to them, I have thus far directed my attention more especially to the 
R— 20 
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uplands. Such bottom soils, in fact, as are annually overflowed, and are, there- 
fore, always receiving a fresh supply of fertilizing ingredients from the uplands, 
will of themselves last longer than the latter, even though their native fertility 
may not be much greater. 

655. It may be supposed that in a region whose surface is gen- 
erally occupied by light loams underlaid by purely sandy strata, 
the bottom soils are also in general light and even disposed to be 
sandy. This is so far true, that the streams running through 
regions exclusively occupied by the Orange Sand, generally possess 
rather indifferent bottom soils -; to which may be added that in 
such cases, the bottoms are usually very narrow, and often possess 
rather a hommock or second bottom character. Many of the 
smaller streams of S. Winston, W. and S. Kemper, and N. Lauder- 
dale, and very frequently those of the Pine hills of North Missis- 
sippi, give evidence of this fact ; and as the uplands are cleared, 
the sands washed down from them upon the surface of the bottoms 
render the matter still worse. 

656. Most of the streams of the Yellow Loam Region, however, 
cut more or less into the clayey strata of the Lignitic formation 
(ITIB'I, ff.), in different portions of their course. Whenever such is 
actually the case, the increased heaviness of the bottom soil usually 
evidences the fact clearly, a short distance below ; and, since clay 
will remain suspended in water much longer than sand, the proper 
amount of clayey matter is thus very generally distributed through- 
out the bottom soils — much more so than, where bottom soils are 
prevalently clayey, the sand taken up at some few points will be 
distributed through them. Hence even in regions where the upland 
soils and the body of the hills are prevalently sandy, the bottom 
soils will often exhibit a much less extreme condition in this respect r 
their clayey portion being derived, perhaps, from a considerably 
distant point. 

Thus, the influence of the heavy clay brought into the Talla- 
hatchie by its tributaries headingin the Flatwoods, is perceptible for 
a long distance below ; it remains perceptible longest, of course, 
near the main channels, the more sandy alluvium derived from the 
hills of N. W. Lafayette and S. W. Marshall (1629?), gradually 
closing in upon it until, in the lower part of its course through the 
hills, its bottom soils are quite light and sandy, though always 
very fertile. 

The Tallahatchie bottom is from a mile to a mile and a half wide between 
Marshall and Lafayette, considerably cut up with sloughs, and of course, subject 
to overflow ; though, on account of the comparative lightness of the soil, the 
crops of the Tallahatchie bottom a;re less frequently injured by high water than 
is the case in the bottoms of the neighboring streams. It possesses a tall and 
vigorous growth of the usual bottom timber of N. Mississippi, when the soil is 
not very heavy. Cypress in the sloughs, on the liigher ground. Water, Willow 
and White Oak, (the Chesnut White Oak is less common), both kinds of Shell- 
bark Hickory, Ash, Box Elder, "Poplar", Sweet Gum, Black Gum, Elm, a 
good deal of Holly, Maple and Hornbeam, and on the sandier soils, the Beech. 
There is usually no hommock or second bottom of any extent ; the loam hills 
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generally come down in short slopes into the bottom proper, though in Marshall 
county, there is in some points a more gradual " hommock " slope. 

657. The Yockeney-Patafa, so far as I know it (in Lafaydtte 
county, (1631), bears throughout the character of aFlatwoods 
stream (1592) ; its bottom being usually wide (one and a half-to 
two miles), tor a stream of its sizcj and its soils generally heavy and 
disposed to be " cold ", and late in spring, in consequence of the 
slowness "with which the water recedes after an overflow, and the 
great retentiveness of the soil. 

In consequence of these inconveniences, the Yockeney, notwithstanding its 
fertility as demonstrated by its vigorous growth of timber (among which the 
Chesnut White Oak is prominent, while the Holly and Beech are not common), 
has not been cultivated very extensively in the upper portion of its course. 
Lower down in S. W. Lafayette, where the soil is lighter, it is better settled. 
The sluggishness of the current explains the fact that the bottom is but Uttle 
cut up with sloughs. The Yockeney, also, has little or no hommock. — The soils 
in the bottoms of some of its tributaries (e. g., the Potlockney), are rather sandy 
than otherwise, and very heavily timbered, so much so as to make the labor of 
clearing a serious drawback. 

658. The Loosha Scoona River (1631), is even more than the 
Yockeney, a genuine Platwoods stream. It has little or no seconi 
bottom, for although the slope of the hills in N. W. Calhoun is 
rather gradual, and is occupied by settlements, this slope has 
essentially the upland growth, to the edge of the bottom proper. 

The latter is of extraordinary width — two to three miles in Calhoun county — 
and its soil is gray and heavy like that of the streams in the Platwoods proper 
(ir592), like which it forms, during the rainy season, a mire which for tough- 
ness and depth, has a well-merited reputation among those who have attempted 
to cross the bottom at such times. The slouglis, though so shallow that one 
might overlook them, require solid bridges more than many of five times their 
apparent width and depth, in other bottoms; for the quagmire is as deep in 
them, as the water is in the others. The sluggishness of the stream, and th© 
tenacity of the soil may be judged of by the fact that after several weeks sub- 
mergence, wagon-tracks previously made on the general level will still appear 
with sharp angles. The bottom is, however, finely timbered (the Chestnut White 
Oak being prominent among the trees), and the soil is undoubtedly very fertile ; 
but the late spring overflows, together with the heaviness of the soil, renders 
crops somewhat precarious thus far, and in consequence, it is very diflScult to 
obtain a stand. The first step in the reclamation of the Scoona bottom lands, 
therefore, must be to exclude the late overflows. 

659. I am not acquainted with the features of the Yallabusha 
River, as exhibited in S. Calhoun ; it appears however, from the 
sand-drifts which its banks exhibit in Yallabusha county, that, its 
bottom soils must differ sensibly from those of the Scoona. 

Its extensive, fertile hommock or second bottom, which gradually slopes 
down into the first, has already been mentioned (11 632). The Yallabusha is a 
rapid stream near Grenada, and like the Tallahatchie, has cut deep and exten- 
sive sloughs in its bottom, which is subject to frequent overflows ; but from the 
comparative lightness of its soil (slightly heavier than -that of the hommock) 
crops are not so frequently injured as on the Scoona. 

660. On the Big Black, above the Cane Hill Region (1674), we 
generally find a second, bottom on one side at least, from which 
there is a descent of 3 to 4 feet to the fi:;st. The soils of both are 
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in general light and easily tilled ; that of the first is usually 
'the heavier of the two, and remarkable in the greater portion of 
the river's course, for its tall and vigorous timber. Notwithstanding 
the frequent overflows, the bottom soils of the Big Black are being 
-appreciated, and as might be expected, are very fertile. 

The hommock soils of the Big Black are as Variable in their quality as in 
Aheir extent of occurrence in different localities. — At the crossing of the Greens- 
boro' and Bankston road, in Choctaw county, the hommock is about a mile 
in width, elevated, as usual, 3 to 4 feet above the first bottom ; has a chocolate- 
colored, light, and very fertile soil, in which there is no perceptible change for 
15 inches. The timber is large, consisting of Beech, Hickory, Ash, Elm, 
JHornbeam, Eed-bud, etc. 

On Dr. Vaiden's land near Shongalo (11633), there is a tract of hommock 
land skirting the Big Black Bottom, quite level, and nearly destitute of timber ; 
some large Post Oaks, occur in groups, and in low places, small Sweet Gum. 
The soil is light, but destitute of coarse sand, of a dark tint for 10 to 12 inches ; 
and beneath, a subsoil of very fine, pale yellow sand evidently very unretentive 
in consequence of which, the land is liable to injury by drouth ; produces good 
wheat, oats, rye and Irish potatoes, but very poor cotton or corn. — There must 
he some chemical defect in this soil, beyond that of an inferior subsoil, which 
analysis will probably detect. This land does not occur in a regular belt but 
rather in patches, on the edge of the Big Black bottom, into which, at other 
points, the hills come down with a decided slope. Spots of soil similarly tim- 
bered, and producing abundant crops of grass, but little else, occur in S. 
^f allabusha — e. g., at Mr. Turkman's on the waters of Okachicama Creek. 

661. A soil somewhat similar in aspect to that at Vaiden's, but evidently 
more fertile, forms the second bottom (which is about ^ of a mile wide), of the 
river opposite Goodman Station ; it is there timbered with Post Oak, Willow 
Oak, and some Short-leaf Pine, with a dense undergrowth. Of the properties 
-of this soil in cultivation, I have heard nothing. 

Further S. at the crossing of the Benton and Canton road, we find on the B. 
.-side of the Big Black quite an extensive level hommock, with a whitish and 
somewhat ashy soil and subsoil (often interstratified, at some depth, with dark 
colored, and more clayey hands), which is complained of as being little pioduc- 
.tive and very liable to injury by drouth. On the whole, it resembles very much 
■ihe light soil of the Chickasaw Platwoods, and perhaps its ailments are the same 
(ir575). Its timber is Post and Willow Oak, with some Black Jack — all of 
scrubby and inferior growth. The Willow Oak especially, instead of being a tall 
-graceful tree, is of the low, rounded, apple-tree shape which it is wont to assume 
in"crawfishy" soils. Here, as elsewhere, the " black pebble " or bog ore, 
which occurs more or less in the whole mass, becomes very abundant lower 
.downward, where, moreover, the material becomes more clayey (f 387). 

This soil is not confined to the immediate neighborhood of the Big Black 
■River ; it occurs, more or less, in all the level region N. of Canton, forming as it 
were the general level, above which the fertile, gently undulating loam lands 
■rise, somewhat like the islands ef red ridge soil in the Pontotoc Flatwoods 
(11576). The same white soil, with bog ore pebbles, occurs in the bottoms or 
rather hommocks, of creeks between Jackson and Canton, and is quite common 
ria the S. W. portion of the State — as will be mentioned hereafter (117652 ). 

Generalities concerning the origin of these soils, have been given in the 
'General Part (1387, ff.). Not having as yet found time to ascertain their wants 
■and the remedies, by analysis, I can now only say, that in all cases which have 
come to my knowledge, where they were well drained arit^ lime or ashes applied 
to (hem, they have become very productive. The marls of Madison and Hinds 
afford abundant opportunity Of testing the point in reference to the lands in 
question. 
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^62. The bottom soils of the waters of Pearl River, outside of 
the Prairie Region, are characterized almost throughout, by very 
light soils, the sand contained in them being mostly fine, often so 
as to render them almost ashy. Pearl River itself, in the greater 
portion of its; course, has a first bottom comparatively narrow, and 
often entirely absent, whilst the hommock or second bottom lands 
are very extensive^oftcn 3 miles in width — and not generally 
very fertile. The tendency to form high sandy hommocks is also 
manifested very generally on its tributaries. 

From Madison county, to N. Hancock, where I have examined the Pearl 
River flat or hommock in numerous points, there is considerable uniformity 
both in the aspect of its soil and its timber — all variations, as it were, of the 
same theme. The surface soils are very generally of a pale tint, and dtf not 
often contain much vegetable matter.; they are mostly light, and without coarse 
sand. The subsoil varies from a pale yellow, moderately light loam, to a pale 
ashy sand with very little clay ; and fertility seems to vary precisely in 
accordance with these changes, which frequently occur in belts of from a half 
to three miles width, running parallel to the tributaries and therefore, more or 
less, at right angles with the main stream. The Post, Water and Willow Oaks, 
and the Bottom Pine are, so to speak, the Key-note of the timber. AVhere the 
Pine is very prevalent, and the Oaks disposed to be scrubby, we find the pale 
ashy soil and subsoil above referred to, and the land is poor ; where the yellow 
loam fonns the subsoil, the Pine is scarce or wanting, the Oaks are tall and 
stout, and the Spanish (" Sed "), as well as sometimes, the Black, and Scarlet 
(" Spanish ") Oak mixes with them, as well as the Sweet Gum, Hickory,, 
(upland) ; and sometimes, in the southern portion, the Magnolia. Near to the 
river bank, the Beech also is seen. [For further particulars concerning this 
portion of Pearl River, see (ir773, ff; 777, flf.].) 

6631^ Above Jackson, to the mouth of the Yockanookana (where the flat is 
mostly on the left (B.) side of the river, the soil seems to be pretty generally 
considered inferior ; below, down to Columbia, it is more frequently of good or 
average fertility, and at some points (Georgetown, Talley's Ferry, Rockport, 
Monticello) very productive. — None of the soils of the Pearl River Hommock 
have as yet been analyzed ; but the almost entire absence of trees preferring 
even a moderately calcareous soil, seems to indicate that the use of the Pearl 
River marls wOuld be particularly advantageous to them. 

6632 The white hommock soil of the Yockanookana, in S. Attala and N. W. 
Leake, has already been mentioned (ir688). The bottom soil proper is very 
similar— on the whole, perhaps, less " ashy " than the hommock soil, and front 
all appearance by no means deserving of the almost total neglect with which it 
has hitherto been treated ; for it bears a fine, heavy growth of timber — a great 
deal of Hickory (both Pig-nut and Shell-bark), Elm, Sweet and Black Gum, 
Chestnut, White, Water and Willow Oak, and some Bottom Pine ; with fine 
Cypress in the sloughs. Near the river banks, and on belts or " ridges ", where 
the soil is very sandy and open, the Beech prevails largely. It has hardly yet 
been fairly tested in cultivation, Col. J. T. Donald, of Thomastown, being the 
only one who, to my knowledge, has attempted to cultivate it to any extent^ 
and thus far with very satisfactory results. It is, of course, tilled very easily,, 
and although frequently overflowed, its lightness and permeability. greatly 
diminish the risk of injury to the crops from this cause. As in all the- 
" white " soils, the subsoil,, at a certain depth, contains a large amount of bog- 
ore pebbles. — Of the bottom soils of the Pearl River waters in ITeshoba and E. 
Leake, I know nothing personally ; they have been described to me, however, 
as being similar in general, to those of the Yockanookana and other Pearl River 
waters further S. ; which, from the general resemblance of the surface of the 
«ountry, seems very probable. 
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WATERS OP THE YELLOW LOAM REGION. 

664. It would be difficult to give, in any shape but that of a 
lengthy catalogue, the extremely variable condition of the several 
portions of this region with reference to the supply of well and 
spring water, or to record the numerous analyses 1 have made of 
them ; and since the limits of this volume forbid such enlargement, 
I shall cnofine myself in this place, to generalities ; the niore so 
as under the several heads of the " Waters of the Orange Sand " 
(175, ff.), "Waters of the Lignitic Groups" (1314, ff.), 'and 
especially under " Localities of the Northern Lignitic Groups " 
(1168, ff.), a great many data will be found (in addition to those 
incidentally mentioned in the special description of the region, 
just given) from which an attentive person can inform himself on 
this point. 

665. As a matter of course, where the gray or black clays, sands, etc., of the 
Lignitic (irl64), appear on the hillsides, or in bluffs of streams, etc., it may be 
expected that the same will be struck in wells at the same level ; that, if they 
are overlaid by Orange Sand strata (IT 10), freestone water may be struck above 
them, if not at one point, perhaps at another (TT 605 ^ ); and that, mfc'n them, 
if water be found it will generally be somewhat mineral— the less so, the lighter 
the color of the material found. All that has been said regarding the waters in 
the Hills of the Platwoods region, will apply in this case. 

666. Where the lignitic clays are absent, and the Orange Sand formation alone 
comes into play (1175), the chances of obtaining water in wells may be judged 
of by observing whether or not, in washes on the hillsides, pipeclays (1124), 
occur, and at what elevation. Where (as in the ridges S. of Oxford) springs 
break out at the foot of the ridges only, it may be expected that wells will be 
required to be sunk to the same level. And, so long as a well or bore remains 
within the characteristic materials of the Orange, Sand formation (TTIO, ffi), no 
rise of the water need be anticipated. 

667. Bored and Artesian Wells. — The great depth to which welk 
in the Orange Sand often require to be sunk, and the uncertainty, 
frequently, of their supply during the dry season, has rendered tlie 
practicability of deep bored, and especially of artesian wells, W. 
of the Flatwoods, in N. Mississippi one of serious practical 
import ; and its probable success has heretofore been discussed, 
with more zeal than knowledge of facts. 

While in the absence of surface levelings in an E. and W. direction, it is 
impossible to say whether at Oxford or Holly Springs, for instance, water could 
be had to rise above the surface, so much can be said with certainty, that the 
geological structure of the formations is favorable to artesian bores, and that 
according to the regular westward dip, at the rate of about 30 feet per mile, of 
the cretaceous strata in Tippah and Pontotoc, which contain abundant veins of 
water, these strata would probably be reached at depths between 700 and 900 
feet at Oxford, and at Holly Springs at a depth somewhat greater. At these 
depths water possessing a considerable rise would be certain to be obtained ; but , 
there are chances of water at a less depth, since the strata of the Northern 
Lignitic, in which veins of water are not scarce, probably possess a westward 
dip, similar to those of the Cretaceous. 

668. It is impossible to make even an approximate guess as to the relative 
letlels, on which the rise of the water depends, without further data ; but since 
the rivers of N. Mississippi flow from B. to W., the expectation that the country 
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is highest eastward, is justified. The same applies to all the country within a 
similar distance W. of the Cretaceous formation (see map), as far S. as S. 
Calhoun. Beyond, until we approach the marine Tertiary (IT 188, to 239), the 
chances are not so strong, though by no means hopeless. It seems possible that 
artesian wells might be obtained, not only on the whole of the territory of the 
Northern Lignitic (see map), but even in the Mississippi Bottom itself. 

As to the practical difficulties likely to be encountered in these bores, they are 
not greater than those of the Jackson well (ir321) ; boring itself will be easy, 
but tubing may be required to considerable depths. 

669. Mineral Waters. — As to' the miheral waters of this region, 
generalities regarding them have already been given (T75 ; 314). 
I subjoin, however, some detailed analyses made. They are chiefly 
three kinds : 

A. Alkaline {and saline) chalyleates, containing essentially the Bicarbonate of 
Iron, with Bicarbonates of Lime, Magnesia, Manganese, and often Soda ; also 
some Common Salt, and sometimes CMoride of Magnesium and Potassium ; 
but few, or no Sulphates. Some free Carbonic Add ; sometimes a little Sul- 
phuretted Hydrogen. 

These waters are very abundant — generally originate within the Orange Sand, 
or at least, touch but lightly the strata of the Lignitic; are often temporary 
(ir75). The spring found, some time ago, on the M. 0. E. E., 2 miles N. of 
■Oxford, was of this character ; so are some, at least, of the waters of the Lafayette 
Springs, which I have not as yet visited ; and, in Marshall county, those on 
"the land of Isham E. Frost, Esq., of Mt. Pleasant — situated in the bottom of 
Cold Water River ; they contain about one-seven thousandth, by weight, of 
solid matter. 

670. B. Saline chalybeates containing chiefly Sulphates, also some Chlorides, 
and generally some bicarbonate of Iron, and, very commonly, some Sulphuretted 
Hydrogen flow from the lignitic strata themselves, or are found in wells in the 
same. As a fair sample of a number which I have analyzed, I give the com- 
pesition of the water of a spring near Dr. John Taylor's (Tockeney Depot, 
M. C. R. E.). 

Reaction neutral when fresh, alkaline after boiling. 

Sulphates of Soda, Lime, Magnesia, largely ; of Potash, little. 

Chlorides of sa:me, smaller proportion. 

Bicarbonate of Iron, smaller quantity. 

Bicarbonate of Soda f 

Silica. 

Free Carbonic Add. 

A water of good medical properties, but too strong for daily use (ir601)i 

The water of Black's Wells, Choctaw county, according to an analysis by 
Prof. Shepard, has almost precisely the same composition., Concerning the 
sulphur water obtained at this place (see Tl76). 

The Lauderdale Springs, in Lauderdale county, possess sulphureous and 
-chalybeate waters of valuable properties, which seem to belong to this class. 

671. C. " Alum Waters ". — These are not as generally diffused as the two 
preceding ; they occur associated with the fetid black clays of the Lignitic^ 
which contain much iron pyrites. A strong water of this kind occurs near 
Grenada (irl82) and has already obtained some note in that region for its 

^curative powers. 

The " Artesian Springs ", near Camden, Madison county, have attracted con- 
siderable attention, and comfortable arrangements have been made there for the 
;accomodation of visitors. There are several springs at this place, differing 
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somewhat in strength and composition. The analysis of the principal and best 
known spring of the four (marked No. 2) gave the following result : 

Beaction strongly add. 

Sulphate of Alumina ) / » i„_, \ 
■ " " Fotash \ (.Aium.) 

" " Magnesia (Epsom Salt). 
" " Lime (Gypsum). 

Chloride of Sodium. 

Bicarbonate of Iron. 

The first four ingredients are contained in about equal proportions, the latter 
two in smaller quantities. — Spring No. 1 differs from this only in the absence 
of Iron ; both are of considerable strength. — Waters of a similar character are 
occasionally struck in wells in N. Madison (ITISO, ff.), where it is often difficult 
to obtain water fit for daily use. 

The " Castalian Springs ", in Holmes county, have also acquired some 
reputation. Of their character I am not informed. 

672. There are numerous other mineral and especially chalybeate,, 
springs and wells, which have acquired a local reputation ; such 
as the chalybeate spring near Louisville, Winston county ; another,, 
and a mineral well near Pittsboro, Calhoun county ; a chalybeate 
spring near Robina, Panola county ; Dr. Stalehane's Chalybeate 
Spring near Grenada ; Sulphur Springs, Madison county ; and 
many others, which will be more specially mentioned in a future 
Report. Pew neighborhoods in the State, in fact, are without a 
mineral spring or well, of some kind — good, bad or indifferent. 



THE NORTHERN RIVER COUNTIES. 

673. The territory comprised in the above head, viz : the region- 
lying between the Mississippi River and its eastern bluff, above 
the City of Vicksburg, I have not as yet examined, my endeavor 
having been, in general, to attend first to those portions of the 
State where the comparative poverty, or exhaustion of the soil 
rendered the aid of science most immediately desirable. The soils 
of the Mississippi Bottom will, of course, receive due attention in 
the course of the Survey ; for although now deemed by many 
inexhaustible, an examination of the several varieties, which seem 
to be quite numerous, promises, not only important information 
concerning their present treatment, but also the development of 
important general truths in regard to the culture of the staple 
which they produce in such luxuriant abundance. It is my intention 
to devote some time to the examination of this interesting region 
during the coming season, for which reason I prefer not to com- 
municate the imperfect data at present in my possession. 
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THE SOUTHERN RIVER COUNTIES. 

COMPRISINa THE COUNTIES OF WiLKINSON, AdAMS, FrANKLIN, JeFFEBSON, 

Claiborne, Waeres, and parts op adjoining Counties. 

674. A. Surface Conformation. — The hilly region which borders 
the Mississippi River, from the Louisiana line up to Vicksburg, and 
thence extends upwards for some distance between Big Black and 
Yazoo Rivers, and known in part, as " The Cane Hills ", is strongly 
characterized by the peculiarity of its surface conformation, no 
less than by that of its soil, and of the formation which, with few 
exceptions, immediately underlies the loam stratuin which usually 
forms the subsoil of the uplands. 

But a small part of the territory above alluded to, has been specially examined 
as yet ; a general examination, however, has shown a considerable degree of 
uniformity to exist between (in the uplands at least) its several portions, so that 
speciniens of the several strata which concern the agriculturist, severally taken 
in Wilkinson, Adams, Jefferson, Claiborne and Warren counties, are so nearly 
ahke in appearance, that differences can only be perceived when the several 
specimens are placed side by side. 

675. The leading characteristics of the surface conformation of 
this region, are produced by the deposits of calcareous silt* or 
loam, of an age comparatively recent, now generally known to 
American geologists, by the name of Bluff formation (ir327). The 
material of which this formation is here composed, and which but 
rarely shows any indications of stratification, has a tendency, when 
exposed to the action of water, to form steep and abrupt hollows ; 
and where it forms the surface material of the ridges, these are 
usually very sharp on their backs. Mbst generally, however, the 
grey or bluff calcareous silt is overlaid by a stratum 3 to 10 feet 
in thickness, of solid brown, clayey loam (1332), which in most 
cases forms the subsoil of the region, and from which, of course, 
the surface soil also is usually derived. Wherever this lOam, 
which washes readily, forms the surface of the ridges, we have level 
plateaus, well adapted to agriculture in every respect, which break 
off very suddenly into deep and narrow gullies, wherever the 
washes formed sink so low as to penetrate to the calcareous silt 
stratum beneath. 

676, The average thicknees of the calcareous silt stratum over the whole 
region, I should estimate at between 25 and 35 feet. It was evidently, however, 
deposited on a surface already very uneven, formed in most cases by the strata 
(of clays and soft sandstones) of the older tertiary ; hence we find it in some 
places as much as 70 feet in thickness, while in others (as at Grand Grulf, and on 
the backs of the ridges of the Walnut Hills, above Vicksburg) the underlying 
rocks are covered by only a few feet of the material in question. For this reason 
very abrupt changes of its thickness sometimes occur; as in the City of Vicksburg, 
where the silt is 50 to 60 feet in thickness S. of the creek ; while just N. of it, 
at the well-known bluff, its thickness is but 10 to 20 feet (ir270. Sec. 31). 



*The term " silt " implies a fine, powdery deposit, or with too little clay to 
deserve the name of loam. 
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The same is the case at Grand Gulf, where this material is seen in a vertical 
well of about 50 feet, at the S. end of the ridge which, a few hundred yards 
above, bears but a few feet of it on top of the rock — the Grand Gulf sandstone 
(ir232). 

677. In steep, vertical, and even overhanging slopes, the calcareous silt resists 
the action of water remarkably well. The cause of this phenomenon is probably 
to be sought in the circumstance, that the loose silicious material, which by 
itself would be very readily carried off by water, is to some extent cemented by 
the lime contained in the mass. In fact we find in many cases, that the sur6ce 
exposed to the atmosphere has hardened into a kind of crust, by the deposition 
of calcareous matter ; which, of course, adds greatly to the stabiUty of the 
slopes. When, however, the continuity of the mass is once broken, the loose 
material is washed away by the rains with great ease and rapidity. 

678. This peculiarity is the cause of a phenomenon which at first strikes the 
traveller as indicating a very singular system of road engineering among the 
inhabitants. Whenever the road crosses a hill or spur of a ridge, we observe 
hillside cuts with vertical walls, which allow the vehicle to advance horizontally 
into the hill for some distance, when there is a sudden, steep ascent, rising up 
very nearly to the original summit of the hill ; then we find on the other side 
of the sharp crest, a descent as steep as the ascent was. Of course, this is 
anything but an advantage over the original status, when there was a gradual 
slope all the way up ; for the weight has to be lifted to the same height as was 
originally the caAe, while the sudden strain consequent upon the steepness of 
the slope, as at present existing, adds greatly to the labor of the team. 

According to the accounts of the inhabitants, however, this state of things is 
brought about chiefly by the rain water during the wet season. The silt being 
broken up in the road by the wagons, is copiously washed away on the slopes, 
while on the summit, where the mass of water, as well as its velocity is small, 
it is to a great extent absorbed, and the worked up mass settles down again into 
its compact condition, so as to scarcely detract from the height of the hill. 
When subsequently the roads are worked, the loose material on the slopes is 
still further removed, and perhaps some more of it loosened to fill up holes ; 
while the summit is left untouched, as no obvious obstacle exists there. Thus 
we sometimes find in these cuts, hillocks crossing the road, whose sharp crest 
almost touches the perch-pole of the wagon, while the front wheel is going down^ 
and the hind wheel running up hill. 

679. It might seem frivolous to treat with such speciality of a subject like 
this ; but cases like the one just alluded to, where the removal of half a dozen 
cartloads from the crest of the hillock would lower it by several feet, are of such 
constant occurrence, as to make the labor which might be saved in so simple a 
manner, a matter worthy of serious consideration. Not a few persons appear 
to be under the impression, that after all there is some gain in being able to go 
horizontally for a greater distance, and having the slope shorter. But it is a 
principle of mechanics well settled, that the heigJii to which a weight requires to 
be lifted, is the measure of the force required to accomplish the work. And it is 
just as well settled, that a steady strain causes much less wear and tear to 
everything, than a succession of jirks — such as are caused by these sudden 
rises and falls. 

680. The denudations* of the calcareous silt in question are not, 
however, the only cause of the hilliness of this region. Two cases- 
have already been mentioned, in which the greater part of the 
ridges is formed by tertiary rocks (Vicksburg and Grand Gulf) ; 
and rocks or clays of the same age are very generally found form- 
ing the lower portion of the ridges bordering the larger water- 

*" Washing away." 



1681, 682] HILLS AND STREAMS OF "BLUEP FORMATION. 315 

courses, wherever there has been a " caving off " so as to remove 
the masses of detritus which usually form the lower part of the 
slope (" taliis ") of the hills. Blue, gray and greenish clays or 
clayey sands are most commonly found (1231), and associated with 
these, not unfrequently, limited beds of calcareous clay marl ; the 
localities of which, as far as known at present, have been mentioned 
in the Geological Report (1295^). Analyses of these marls are 
also given there (1297 ; 300 ; 302). The " Devils Back-bone", in 
Franklin county, between the Homochitto and Wells' Creek ; and 
Loftus' Heights (and ridges connecting with it) at Fort Adams, 
Wilkinson county (1236), are other examples of rock forming, not 
only the base, but the main portion of the hills. 

Towards the interior, back from the Mississippi, the strata of the Orange Sand 
are frequently found underlying the silt, in place of the Grand Grulf strata. 
Wherever this is the case the Bluff formation tends to thin out ; the lower loam 
on top gradually changes its color as well as its general character, and' by slow 
degrees and transitions of which I shall presently speak, passes into the light, 
pale yellow loam of the Pine Hills. 

681. In approachibg this region from the east, on the Holmesville and Mead- 
ville road, a perceptible change in the character of the country occurs as soon 
as we cross the dividing ridge between thp waters of the Mississippi and those 
of Lake Pontchartrain and Pearl Eiver. The lands at the heads of Bogue- 
Chitto and Amite rivers, though much superior in fertility to those of the pine 
hill region further east, still bear, to a great extent, the general character of the 
latter, both as to vegetation and soil ; the regular, rounded form of the slopes 
and hollows, also, are essentially the same. So soon, however, as we pass into 
the region tributary to the Homochitto, we find steep and narrow ravines ; the 
hiUside soil becomes very sandy, dark colored, and much more fertile than 
equally sandy soils on the other side of the ridge are usually found to be ; Oak, 
Beech, and some Magnolia, occupy these hillsides, with but little Pine. ^ On the 
ridges, which are quite narrow and high. Pine still prevails ; but the long-leaved 
species is more and more replaced by the short-leaved. As an additional sign of 
improvement in the soil, the long-moss appears on the trees, not only in the 
bottoms, but on the very hilltops. Yet, in consequence of the brokenness of 
the surface, these Homochitto Hills can be cultivated to a limited extent only. 

682. The character of the water courses is not less changed than that of the 
land. In the interior of the State, and even in the sandiest tracts of the Pine 
Hills, the streams excavate narrow channels, the whole breadth of which they 

* occupy at a medium stage of water. But the several forks of the Homochitto, 
as well as most of the larger streams between them and the Big Black, appear 
to have sought to imitate the example of their great Father, in excavating for 
themselves wide, shallow, sandy beds, in which, at ordinary stages of water, 
they meander to and fro, from bank to bank, in secondary channels only a few 
yards wide at times, excavated in the loose, shifting sands. In times of freshet, 
when they fill and overflow their main channel, these streams are very wide, 
rising and falling very rapidly ; and as their current is usually quite rapid (as 
compared with that of the streams E. of the dividing ride) they often carry with 
them vast masses of sand and driftwood, and as a consequence, continually 
change their channels. 

This description holds, good more especially for the upper 
portions of the course of these streams, before they enter fully 
upon the territory of the Bluft formation or hills of calcareous 
silt. This region usually extends from ten to fifteen miles inland 
from the Mississippi, forming the " Cane Hills " proper ; and such 
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streams as have their origin within this belt, are characterized by 
their deep, narrow channels with almost vertical banks, winding 
their tortuous course, in narrow valleys, from one steep slope to 
the other. The same is commonly the case with the larger streams, 
in the last few miles above their mouths ; but those which rise in 
the sandy hills east of the belt mentioned, preserve their character,, 
as above described, for some distance after entering the " Cane 
Hills " of the Bluff formation. 

683. The latter, as a general thing, appear to be higher and more abrupt, the 
nearer we approach the Mississippi River ; arising partly, no doubt, from the 
natural fall of the vallejs, though this does not appear sufficient to account for 
the difference observed. 

In some regions (as in N. E. Jefferson and S. E. Claiborne counties) there 
intervenes between the abrupt " Cane Hills " and the Pine and Oak hills inland, 
a gently undulating tract of brown loam uplands, up to ten miles in width, 
formitig fine agricultural regions, which pass gradually into the Pine Hills. N. 
of the Bayou Pierre, between Willow Spring and Eocky Spring, however, the 
Pine Hills themselves closely adjoin the "Cane Hills". Further N. yet, in 
Hinds county, near the Vicksburg and Jackson 11. R., we again find a fertile, 
gently undulating loam region, bordering on the east the calcareous hills of the 
Bluff formation. 

In Franklin county, the hilly and broken, but otherwise fertile, yellow loam 
region of the Hamburg, and Homochitto Hills, on Wells' Creek and other tribu- 
taries of the Homochitto, intervene between the " Cane Hills " of Adams county 
and the Pine Hills of the interior (11770, ff.). It is to be observed, thkt near to 
the channels of the larger streams, the lands of the " cane hill " character 
generally extend somewhat further inland, than is the case in the intermediate 
regions. 

684'^. A. Soils op the Southern River Counties. — Character 
and Composition. — It has been stated above (1675 ; see also 1348, 
General Part), that the upland soils of the Cane Hill Region, as 
far as observed, are reducible essentially to two different kinds, and 
their intermixtures, to-wit : 1st. Those derived from the stratum 
oi brown, clayey loam (1332), which usually covers the surface (to 
the depth of from eight to ten feet), of the level or gently undula- 
ting uplands, bearing a growth consisting prevalently of Oaks 
[White, Chestnut White, Black and some Spanish (" Red ")] , Beech, 
Hickory, Sweet and Black Gum, mingled with more or less Holly, 
Linn Or Basswood, Sassafras, Elm, Hornbeam and some Magnolia. 

684^. 2nd. Thqse derived from the light calcareous ham sill 
(1327), which forms the main body of the hills ; is commonly exposed 
on the upper portion of the hillsides ; forms by itself alone most 
of the sharp and narrow ridges and summits ; and not unfrequently 
inclined uplands. 

It is distinguished from the loam first mentioned, by its buff or dun color ; 
by its lightness, a lump of it being easily crushed between the fingers at all 
times ; by the lumps and concretions of lime (carbonate) which it contains, as 
well as shells of the common snail, and allied species (ir330i ); all of which 
appear in the shape of white specks, ■wrhenever a smooth cut is made in the mass, 
and cause it to effervesce ("boil") when drc^ped in strong vinegar, or other acid. 
It forms the permanent vertical sides of the road cuts and bluffs (11677, ff.), 
often covered over with short green moss, in consequence of the resistance of 
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the surface to washing by rains; and the line between it and the overlying loam 
is often very sharply defined by a backward slope, formed by the brown loam 
which is carried away freely by rains and freezes. Finally, its presence on or 
near the surface is indicated by the frequent occurrence, among the timber above 
described, of the " Poplar", Sweet Gum, Magnolia, Mulberry, Linn, Honey 
Locust, and on the lower portion of the slopes, the Red Haw, Crab Apple, and 
Sycamore. Above all, the Cane is significant of its presence. Although at pres- 
ent, the cane on the hills has inostly been destroyed by cattle, it may sometimes 
be seen in protected spots, covering them from the foot to the summit — as was 
the case generally before the country was settled. 

The trees but just mentioned, and among them particularly the "Poplar", 
Linn, and Sweet Gum, not unfrequently occupy the ground completely, to the 
almost entire exclusion of the oaks. The Beech, Horn Beam, and Holly, how- 
ever, are nearly wanting. 

685. The three specimens from this region, which have thus far been analyzed, 
were selected with a view to obtaining results fairly comparable, and repre- 
senting as nearly as possible, the average composition of both kinds of soil. 
They were, therefore, taken on one and the same piece of ground, in different 
spots, on the land of Mr. James Watson, about five and a half miles north-east 
of Port Gibson, on the Raymond road. Here the brown loam is from eight to 
ten feet thick on the hilltops ; in the cuts on the hillsides, the calcareous silt 
appears and approaches nearest to the surface about half way down the hill, the 
lower portion (" tckus ") of which is again formed by brown loam differing little, 
in its appearance, from that on the hilltops ; but having evidently been washed 
down from above, it probably contains an admixture of the calcareous silt. 

686. The specimens of soil and subsoil were taken on the hilltops, and a speci- 
men of silt in the cut on the hillside, a few feet below the surface. 

No. 332. Upland Surface Soil from J. Watson's place, five and a half miles 
north-east of Port Gibson, Claiborne county. 
Depth : Eight inches. 

Vegetation : That mentioned above, in the general description, (if 6841 .) 
The soil, rather light, of a buff color ; much less clayey than the loam sub- 
soil. Saturated with moisture at 68.0 deg. Fahr., lost 5.182 per cent, at 400 
Fahr. Dried at this temperature, it consisted of : 

Insoluble Matter 87.573 

Potash 0.458 

Soda 0.124 

Lime 0.244 

Magnesia 0.545 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.205 

Peroxide of Iron 3.231 

Alumina 4.S42 

Phosphoric Acid 0.105 

Sulphuric Acid 0.028 

Organic Matter and Water 3.073 

100.429 

687. No. 233. Upland Soil from J. Watson's place, five and a half miles 
north-east of Port Gibson, Claiborne county. 

Depth; Eight to twenty inches. 

Vegetation : Same as the preceding. 

A yellov?^ish-brown loam, much heavier than the surface soil. The subsoil, 
saturated with moisture at 68 deg. Fahr,, lost 9.221 per cent, at 400 deg. Dried 
at this temperature, it consisted of: 
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Insoluble Matter (as above) 79.477 

Potash '. 0.741 

Soda 0.248 

Lime 0.238 

Magnesia 0.830 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.346 

Peroxide of Iron 5.634 

Alumina 8.849 

Phosphoric Acid 0.092 

Sulphuric Acid trace 

Otganic Matter and Water 3.496 



100.038 
688. No. 237. Calcareous Silt, from James Watson's place, five and a half 
miles north-east of Port Q-ibson, Claiborne county. 

Depth : Was taken on the hillside, about four feet from the surface, and about 
ten feet below the highest point at which it is visible here. 

Vegetation: Hillside growth similar to that described above, (Tr6843 ); mixed 
with oaks. 

Saturated with moisture at 68 deg. Pahr., it lost 4.118 per cent, of its weight 
at 400 deg. Pahr. Dried at this temperature, it consisted of: 

Insoluble Matter 75.344 

Potash 0.511 

Soda.. 0.115 

Lime 5.921 

Magnesia 3.278 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.252 

Peroxide of Iron 3.272 

Alumina 2.823 

Phosphoric Acid ; 0.145 

Sulphuric Acid 0.060 

Carbonic Acid 6.729 

Organic Matter and Water 1.231 



99.681 
689. A comparison of the first two analyses shows the important fact, that 
the subsoil is considerably richer than the surface soil, in several important 
ingredients. It contains nearly one-third of a per cent, more Potash, twice the 
amount of Soda, an equal amount of Lime, one-third of a per cent, more Mag- 
nesia — the latter ingredient being, however, not deficient in the surface soil 
itself. With respect to Phosphoric and Sulphuric Acids, the advantage is on' 
the side of the surface soil. 

Were it only, however, for the large excess of potash contained in the subsoil, 
and the improvement of the physical properties which would be effected in the 
light surface soil by an admixture of th& heavier subsoil, that alone would suffice 
to render subsoiling a very important improvement. The upland soils of the 
region in question have been esteemed very fertile, notwithstanding that the 
amount of Potash and Phosphoric Acid contained in them (if the soil analyzed 
be a fair specimen), is rather below that of a good average soil ; and that in but 
a few cases as yet, the tillage has extended to a greater depth than that at which 
the above specimen was taken. It is probable, therefore, that although a large 
part of these upland soils is now considered as exhausted, or approaching 
exhaustion, the richest part of the surface layer within reach of the plow, has 
hardly been more than touched. It would appear also, from the productiveness 
of a surface soil comparatively poor, that the nutritive ingredients contained in it 
are, to a great extent, in an available condition. 
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690. As for the calcareous silt, (No. 237), the analysis shows it to possess an 
adequate supply of all the elements of a good soil ; its peculiarity heing the 
high percentage of the Carbonates of Lime and Magnesia which it contains, and 
a remarkable deficiency in Alumina. Its admixture of clay is so slight as to 
barely entitle it to the name of Loam, its main body being silex, in a state of 
fine division, with but a few per cent, of coarser sand. Hence the small amount 
of moisture which it is capable of absorbing, in view of which it is somewhat 
surprising that it should not be a remarkably drouthy soil. This is perhaps 
owing to its large dose of lime, the property of preventing injury from drouth 
being particularly claimed for that substance. 

It seems, nevertheless, that injury from drouth is more frequently sustained 
on soils formed by this silt alone, than on those derived from the brown loam ; 
owing probably to the absence of a more retentive subsoil, in the former case. 
For it must be recollected, that while the lightest soils overlying the brown 
loam are sure to have ^ clay foundation at no great depth, no such change ever 
occurs where the calcareous silt forms the soil. Vertical wells of 50 feet of the 
latter, will most generally show such a conformity of material, that specimens 
taken from the remotest portions of the mass, cannot frequently be distinguished 
fix)m one another. When a drouth ensues after a heavy rain on well worked 
soils of the silt character, these frequently crack open to the same extent as the 
heavy soils of the prairies and Platwoods (^14021^ to 404), causing great injury 
to the crops. 

69 1 . The analyses above given represent, probably, the extremes 
of both kinds of soil, such as they are frequently found on the 
level uplands and hilltops, and the silt soil on the upper portion 
of the hillsides, The lower portion (tdus) of the latter, however, 
is commonly a mixture of the two, in variable proportions — a 
necessary consequence of their mode of formation, having been 
washed down from above. It is observable, however, that in the 
great majority of cases (and especially where the brown loam now 
occupies the summit level) the soils and subsoils of the talus differ 
but little in their appearance as well as in their agricultural 
properties, from those of the hilltops ; though as a general thing, 
they are said to produce, rather more freely, and to last longer. 

The relations between these several soils will be better understood by 
reference to the diagram (No. 6), which illustrates the progress, and different 
stages of denudation ; the space ruled vertically representing the brown loam 
stratum ; that ruled Jwnzmtally, the calcareous silt ; and the oblique ruling, the 
talus, consisting of a mixture of the two, as washed down the hillside and 
appearing at the foot. In No. 1, of this diagram, we have a broad ridge or 
table-land, evenly covered with the brown loam, whereas the calcareous silt 
appears only on the upper portion of the hillside, and the talus is comparatively 
inconsiderable as yet. — In No. 2, denudation has progressed so far as to remove 
the greater portion of the loam stratum from the summit of the ridge, it being 
left only in depressions, and quite shallow ; so that in places, the calcareous 
silt appears on the surface ; the talus, at the same time, being of greater extent 
than before. — In No. 3, the removal of the brown loam from the summit of the 
ridge has been completed ; it has all been washed down the hillside, intermin- 
gled with the silt, and the latter now imparts its peculiar character to the ridge, 
which has steep slopes and a sharp summit ; as is the case in the ridges between 
Port Gibson and Grand Gulf 
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Diagram illustrating Denudation in tite " Bluff Formation. 

When we consider the great faciUty with which the hrown loam is washed 
down from the hills, while the calcareous silt is hut slightly ahraded under the 
same circumstances, it cannot be surprising that the character of the former 
should be predominant in the soils of the talus. The constant renewal of their 
surface by the washings of the rich loam above, offers a ready explanation of 
their longer duration ; while at the same time, the lime they receive from the 
silt stratum, if exposed above, serve^as a stimulant, developing their fertility. 

692. Cultivation op the Soils of the Cane Hills.--So far as 
my information goes, the upland soils of this region, whenever 
they are derived either exclusively or prevalently from the brown 
loam stratum, are not characterized by any very striking peculiar- 
ities ; in mostparticulars.they greatly resemble those of the Table- 
lands of N. Mississippi (T616, ff.). When fresh they will produce 
nearly or quite a bale of cotton per acre, and sometimes more ; 
and a proportional amount (30 to 35 bushels) of corn. On the 
whole probably they are best adapted to cotton, which is now the 
prevailing crop ; but the character of the soil is such as not to 
forbid the success of any crop suitable to the climate and to an 
upland situation ; being, as a general thing, both " strong " and 
" warm ". The brokenness of the surface, especially near the 
Mississippi River, constitutes a disadvantage without which, few 
portions of the State would rank higher. as agricultural regions. 
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It would seem, however, as if even this circumstance might be 
turned to better account, than is the case at present. 

693. It is a misfortune for this district, as well as for many other regions of 
"the State, that the practice of circling or horizontaliziag has not been introduced 
at an earlier day. In consequence of this omission, the brown loam stratum 
has been entirely removed from a great many ridges, leaving behind the 
calcareous silt, which, though by no means infertile, and even more easily tilled 
than the original soil, is not as safe, nor equally susceptible of improvement. In 
a great many cases, however, fields have been turned out as of httle value, 
simply because the surface soil was removed, laying bare the brown or yellow 
loam subsoil. Now,' the analysis of the latter proves, that it contains more 
elements of fertility than even the fresh surface soil ; and is perfectly adapted 
to cultivation so far as its physical properties are concerned ; hence, if it does 
not produce freely at first, this must be owing to the fact that its nutritive 
elements are not in an available form. Such is very commonly the case with 
clay subsoils, as has been mentioned in the General Part of the Agricultural 
Report (1[506, ff.), where the means of obviating this difficulty are also indicated, 
viz : the use of " stimulant manures ", or fallowing (ir357). The same holds 
good, of course, when this subsoil has been brought to the surface by means of. 
the subsoil plough, as has been recommended above. 

694. The stimulant needed, fortunately, is close at hand almost 
everywhere in this region, in the shape of the calcareous silt often 
mentioned. The latter is, in fact, a marl (T330), as truly as a great 
number of other materials recommfended and employed as such, 
and is admirably adapted to supply the deficiencies, and in every 
manner improve the quality, of the subsoil in question. Nor is 
this a mere supposition based upon the analysis ; for upon inquiring 
Into the subject while in the field, numerous cases have come under 
my observation where the silt had either been washed down, or 
otherwise accidentally mingled with the loam subsoil ; and in all 
of these, the land was reported to have produced " as if it was 
fresh ". 

It is likely, however, that in most cases, this silt-marl will act not merely as 
a stimulant. The analysis shows it to contain a considerable amount of potesh, 
etc. ; and as the lime has been in contact with the material for a goodly length 
of time, it is probable that a large part of this Potash, as well as other ingredi- 
ents, is in an available condition (IT 445). Hence it will act to a considerable 
extent as a true manure. (See General Part, (ir416, ff.). 

695. In many cases, the transportation of the material in question can 
be effected to a considerable extent, by allowing it to be washed down on the 
land from the higher portions of the hills. It has been mentioned that it does 
not wash readily of its own accord, but does so very easily indeed, when once 
loosened — as is the case in the road cuts. It is so universally present, however, 
that its distribution by hauling.or carting can rarely be very expensive. It can 
frequently be obtained in the fields themselves, on the surface, or at the depth 
of a few feet ; and it is so commonly found on the elevated points and ridges, 
that the necessity of transportation upwards will rarely occur to any considera- 
ble extent. Whenever the material can be obtained at the surface, an excellent 
method of effecting its distribution on the large scale (suggested by Col. J. A. 
Ventress, of Wilkinson) would be the employment of the well-known Railroad 
Excavator-Cart, which shovels up and conveys away the loosened material in one 
.and the same operation. A very small force could 'thus very conveniently 
effect the marling of a whole plantation. 

696, In selecting the material to be used, which will easily be distmguished 

R— 21 
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from the brown loam, by the characters given above, (l683i ), it will be- 
advisable, if there be any choice, to take by preference such as contains tlie 
largest amount of lime ; which may be very readily judged of by the amount 
of white specks exhibited in a smooth, knife-cut surface of the mass in question. 
Sometimes, specimens much poorer in lime than the one analyzed, may be 
found ; but richer specimens also occur with frequency, and I believe the one 
analyzed to represent a fair average. — No fear need be entertained of using tcx> 
mucJi of this marl ; in favorable seasons it will bear f^ir crops by itself, and no 
dressing likely to be applied in practice, where transportation is necessary, will 
be apt to hurt the clay subsoil. It may be applied and turned under at any 
convenient time, after being spread broadcast. 

Both the subsoil and the silt are very poor in vegetable matter, 
which ought to be supplied them — perhaps most conveniently, in 
this instance, by turning under a green crop. This would greatly 
increase the efficacy of the marling, and where the marl cannot be 
obtained, it will itself be a valuable promoter of productiveness — 
though not, of course, an improvement properly speaking (1426). 

697. It may be questioned whether, in cases where the calcareous silt under- 
lies the loam soil within reach of the plough — say at 10 to 14 inches bene ath the 
surface — it will be advisable to break up the whole of the loam stratum, even 
for the sake of turning up the silt, and thus effecting the marling in the simplest 
manner. I am not as yet sufficiently acquainted with the character of the silt 
as a subsoil, to form a decided opinion on this subject ; but from the rapidity 
with which this material absorbs water and allows it to sink, I should think 
it undesirable to have it as a subsoil instead of the loam, where it can be avoided ; 
for it is likely that it will allow manures to sink with equal facility as water, 
and thus the soil might cease to be susceptible of improvement by manures. 
Further investigations, and experience will have to decide this point ; but at all 
events, the balancing of the advantages of deep plowing against the disadvanta- 
ges which might arise from the circumstance referred to, must always, to a 
great extent, rest with the judgment of each individual in his particular case. 

698. In the Vioksburg, Grand Gulf, and Petit Gulf or Eodney Hills, the 
removal by washing of the proper soil, or loam stratum, has taken place to a 
lamentable extent ; and the same is probably true of most of the hilly country 
bordering closely on the Mississippi River, which has been settled for a long 
time. In these cases the calcareous silt or marl itself forms the only soil ; and 
although I have not had opportunity sufficient as yet to study its vices and 
virtues, the frequent abandonment of these hills by the cultivators, and their 
complaints that " their soil is gone ", show conclusively that it is not as eligible 
in its producing qualities as the original surface layer. This is perhaps owing, 
not so much to defects in its chemical composition (for it contains all the ingre- 
dients necessary to plants, and some soils equally limy are known to produce 
well) as to its physical defect of being drouthy. It may be, however, that it is 
to some extent in the condition of light soils excessively marled (TT^GO* ) ; at 
all events, it is greatly improved, and rendered very productive, by the addition 
of vegetable matter, as may be observed where it forms terraces on the hillsides, 
allowing of the accumulation of vegetable matter. Here we generally find a 
most luxuriant growth of weeds and, cape, as also where small branch bottoms, 
or ravines, are fon^ted hy it — though, in the latter case, one of its chief faults — 
drouthiness — is obviated by its position alone. A loose black soil similar to that 
now fou,nd in such, localities, and often two feet in depth, originally formed the 
surfiice of the Cane Hills, but is, now almost entirely removed by denudation. 
Vegetable matter, has itself a tendency to obviate drouthinegs, and would 
eJifectnaUy p:^event the oracjting of the soil in the sun. 

699. Whenever there is any of the brown loam stratum left on 
the hilltops — as is frequently the case at the highest points of the 



1706, 701,1702,703] lajjds between "oanb"and "pIne'* hills. 'iU 

ridges, it ought, if conveniently practicable, to be distributed over 
the denuded surface of the silt. In short, as a general rule, it 
ought to be recollected that these two kinds of soil mutually 
improve each other, and ought to be mixed whenever this can be 
done cheaply, and with due regard to the influence which the 
change of subsoil may be found to exercise, in cases where deep 
plowing will reach the silt. (See above, (1697). 

700. Lands Intervening hetioeen the Gane Hills and Pine Hills. — Intervening 
between the Cane Hill Region proper, and the Pine Hills of the interior, we find, 
as before observed (ir683, fif.), a variety of upland soils intermediate between 
the two, and forming gradual transitions, both in the aspect of the soils and the 
character of their vegetation, from the one to the other. In some cases (as in 
the region between Willow Spring and, Rooky Spring in N. E. Claiborne) the 
transition is quite sudden — from the rich brown loam to the pale yellow subsoil 
of the Pine Hills ; while further south, and in Jefierson county, a gently undu- 
lating tract of loam lands intervenes between the Cane Hills and the Pine Hills. 
Further S. yet, in Franklin county, the broken, yellow loam ridges of the 
Hamburg HUls pass, on one side into the sandy hills of the Homochitto, and on 
the other, into the Cane Hills of Adams county. As none of these soils has 
as yet been analyzed, a few general remarks with reference to them must suffice 
for the present. 

701. The sandy soil of the Homochitto Hills, though evidently fertile (as is 
proved by the vigorous growth of oaks and hickory laden with Long Moss, and 
the comparative scarcity of Pines) is cultivated to a very limited extent only, 
on account of the brokenness of the surface. Not unfrequently, a yellow loam 
subsoil underlies the sandy surface soil, and by careful horizontolizing and deep 
plowing, a great deal of land now lying idle might no doubt be made available. 
The sand which these soils contain, is generally much coarser than that of the 
Pine Hill soils and often pebbly ; and some tracts, especially on the S. Fotk of 
Homochitto, resemble closely, in soil and vegetation, the sandy ridges of East 
Mississippi, in Noxubee, Kemper, Lauderdale and Jasper counties (TTSSO, flf.). 
Here, too, the Upland Willow Oak, or narrow leaved Black Jack* is found, 
mingled with short sturdy Post and Spanish ( "Red ") and some White Oak, 
and Hickory. — In this region, at the present time, the bottoms and hommocks 
alone are extensively cultivated (see below, (ir711, ff.). 

702. In passing from Meadville to Hamburg, we find between the forks of the 
Hoinochitto, moderately hilly uplands of tolerable fertility, and less sandy. 
After crossing the W. fork the country becomes more hilly ; a' good strong loam 
soil sets in, the pine becomes scarce, and Hickory, White, Spanish (" Sed ") and 
Black Oato, together with the Cucumber tree, occupy the ridges, while on the 
hillsides, the Sweet Gum, Ash, and " Poplar" are also found. In exposures by 
washes on the hillsides, we find that there is uppermost a layer 18 to 24 inches 
in thickness of light brown loam, forming the soil and subsoil ; beneath this, 
several feet of pale yellow, sandy loam, resembling that of the pine hills, and 
below this, the Orange Sand stratsu 

It is obviou^ that such a disposition of the strata must produce a great variety 
of soils from the top of the ridges down to their foot. The ridge' soils are 
generally heavier than the hillside soils, and are very productive ; but the 
ridges are generally very narrow, and the hillsides too steep to be readily 
cultivated, so that it is difficult to find large bodies of land of a convenient shape. 
A great deal of damage has been done to these lands by the denudation of fiie 
soil, which is now being prevented to a great extent by horizontalizing. De^p 
plowing will, no doubt, prove highly beneficial on these ridge lands, the SUteoil 
of which is obviously the same essentially, as the surfece soil itself. 

703. The gi«at and unusual frequency of the Cucumber tree, with its eno*- 
mous leaves, is the prominent botanical feature of the Hamburg Hills, which 
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gradually disappears as vre approach within five or six miles of Fayette. After 
this the tree is seen no more, even casually, until we come within about four 
miles of Port Gibson, where we find a tract of only a few sections with a light, 
warm " mulatto " soil, timbered chiefly with the two specimens of Magnolia, 
in their fullest development. Beyond this district, again, the Cucumber tree 
becomes extremely scarce, being only found in bottoms, occasionally ; and it is 
said that the inhabitants of Natchez and neighborhood have failed in all their 
attempts to transplant it to their soil as an ornamental tree. The analysis of 
the soils referred to above will therefore be interesting as showing the peculiari- 
ties of soil on which the thriftiness of this tree depends. 

TOt The hght brown loam of the Hamburg Hills, with its underlying stratum 
of pale material, continues to within a quarter of a mile (S.) of the town of 
Fayette, where both mixed together have been used in making brick. But as 
we leave Fayette on the Port Gibson road, the dark, umber-colored loam, such 
as we find overlying the calcareous silt of the Cane Hills (ir684:i ^ 687), is alone 
to be seen ; and it is this chiefly, which forms the soil and subsoil of the gently 
undulating, agricultural region which in Jefferson county intervenes betwixt 
the Cane and Pine Hills. A change in the character of the loam, similar to that 
just mentioned, takes place as we pass from Willow Spring in Claiborne county, 
into the Pine and Oak ridge lands which here extend like a spur to the west- 
ward, into the Cane Hills themselves. 

705. Near Rocky Spring (Tr233), on the Little Sand, and particularly in Mr, 
J. F. Brock's neighborhood, a peculiar condition of things obtains in some tracts. 
Here, a gray, somewhat ashy soil, much resembling the surface soil of the Pine 
Hills themselves, overlies, to the depth of about ten inches on an average, a brown 
loam subsoil apparently identical with that of the Hills, and evidently fertile, 
as the timber is very large, while the smaller plants, whose roots are shallow, 
seem to indicate but an indifferent soil. The prevalent tree is the Beech ; next 
to this, the Spanish (" Sed "), White, and Chestnut White Oak, with a good 
deal of Holly, and some Short-leaved Pine ; on the hillsides and heads of 
hoUows, the Magnolia occurs, and large Grape vines are common both in the 
hills and valleys. 

It is complained that this land (with the shallow tillage now practiced) is both 
unproductive in its natural condition, and will not be benefitted even by stable- 
manure ; which does not seem to decay in the soil, but remains " raw ", as also 
do forest leaves, etc. The Gouber pea and pea vine alone seem to flourish 
pretty well. 

These circumstances corroborate what is indicated by the aspect of the soil : 
it is not sufficiently retentive either of moisture or manure, owing to the want 
both of a sufficient quantity of clay, and of vegetable matter ; probably, also, 
the surface soil is naturally poor ; while the subsoil, which is reached and pene- 
trated by the roots of the larger trees, is rich in nutritive ingredients. The 
remedy is obvious : the subsoil must be brought up by subsoil plowing and mixed 
with the surface soil ; thus improving it both physically and chemically ; veget- 
able matter must also be introduced, and in order to facilitate the decomposition 
of the latter, as well as to stimulate the subsoil, lime, or a calcareous marl, 
ought to be used at the same time. The calcareous silt of the bluff formation, 
which is still found in places, in this region, may be used for this purpose. It 
may be observed, that in so doing we imitate what nature has done in the form- 
ation of the fertile hillside or Magnolia soils of the same neighborhood. The 
gray surface soil and leaves, in being washed down the hillsides, are flrst mixed 
with brown loam subsoil, then, lower down, with the calcareous silt ; and it will 
be noticed that where the latter is entirely absent, the growth of the Magnolia 
is comparatively stunted, even in the valleys. Whether this is due to the 
direct influence of the lime as a nutritive ingredient, or to its stimulant action 
on the soil, remains to be determined. 
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700. Grape Culture in Cane Hills.— I cannot dismiss the 
subject of the upland soils of the Cane Hill Region, without expres- 
sing my conviction that they arc most peculiarly adapted, both by 
their chemical and physical features, and by their surface conform- 
ation, to the successful culture of the Vine. Tliis fact might be 
inferred from the circumstance alone, that the native grape-vines 
do not anywhere in this State flourish more liixiiriantly — some- 
times attaining enormous dimensions— than they are known to do 
wherever, in this region, cultivation and the ranging of cattle have 
not destroyed all but the larger timber. 

The latter is, in kind, either the same, or substantially equivalent, to that 
■which characterizes the best vineyard lands of Illinois and Missouri ; for it 
appears in this State at least, that the same soils which, in the southern latitudes, 
are characterized by a luxuriant growth of Magnolia, bear large Sassafras and 
Linn, wherever the mean temperature is too' low to favor the growth of the 
former. The analyses, also, are significant on the same point ; a " warm ", deep 
soil, containing abundance oi potash and lime, and proper proportions of all other 
ingredients, is generally deemed to be peculiarly adapted to the culture of the 
vine, it might be doubtful whether the soils formed chiefly, or exclusively, 
by the calcareous silt of the bluff formation, would by themselvesbe suited to 
the purpose ; but the hillside soils, formed by a mixture of the silt with the 
brown loam, would seem to be admirably adapted in all respects. 

707. The cultivation of the hilly lands is necessarily more expensive than 
that of level tracts ; great care must be bestowed on accurate and deep horizon- 
talizing, a,nd in many cases, nothing short of actual terracing will effectually 
prevent the denudation of the soil. These operations are too expensive to allow 
of raising cheap crops on large areas, wherever they are involved ; we must 
attempt, therefore, to realize the highest profits on the smallest possible area, by 
keeping the land in a high state of cultivation, with crops of high value. In 
experiments made in this State, on uplands much inferior to those in question 
(If 649), the yield of grape-juice, from Longworth Catawba, was at the rate of 
seven hundred gallons per acre, the minimum market value of which may fairly 
be assumed at $1.50 per gallon. A higher yield, and a higher price also, may 
reasonably be expected to be obtained on a more generous soil, and it is plain 
.that with crops like these, considerable pains may be taken in the improvement 
of the lands which bear them. In this manner, not only the hilly lands of the 
counties just treated of, but also the fertile, but broken lands bordering the Mis- 
sissippi bottom further north, in Warren, Yazoo, and Holmes counties, and little 
valued thus far, might be doubtless made, not only available, but highly 
profitable. 

708. The climate of South Mississippi is admirably adapted to 
the culture of the vine, closely approaching as it does in the fea- 
tures essential for this purpose, the climates of the Mediterranean 
coast. Rainy winters, not cold enough to frost the vines (as fre- 
quently happens in Missouri and Illinois); dry summers, with only 
occasional showers ; and a warm, unclouded autumn sun to develop 
the grape into sweetness and maturity. Indeed, it may be ques- 
tioned whether even the production of raisins might not be prac- 
ticable in South Mississippi, depending as it does solely upon the 
occurrence of a fortnight's warm sunshine at the time of maturity. 

I know of no reason, apparent at the present time, why these anti- 
cipations! should not be capable of realization, and why, if there be 
no other analogy between the two, the hills of the lower Mississippi 
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should not vie in this respect at least, with the vine-clad banks of 
the Ehine. 

709. Bottom Soils of the Southern Riyek Counties — None of 
these have as yet been analyzed, wherefore a few generalities with 
reference to them must suffice for the present. 

In the Cane Hill region proper, i. e., where the calcareous silt 
forms the main body of the hills especially, the valleys of the 
smaller streams, as before observed, are generally narrow, and the 
hillsides steep wherever they are formed chiefly by the silt; 
whereas slopes more gradual are formed wherever the brown loam 
is of considerable thickness on the upland, and therefore forms the 
talus of the ridges. These valleys do not generally possess the 
character of bottoms proper, but rather of what, in the interior, is 
called hmnmock or second bottom (1342, ff.). Their surface is 
generally even and but little cut up with slough; the main channel 
being usually so deep that overflows of the valley are much less 
common than is the case, in other portions of the State. 

Such is the case with those streams which head within the Cane 
Hill Region itself. The soil of their valleys, being a mixture in 
varying proportions, of the brown loam and the calcareous silt 
stratum, is always light and warm, and very productive when 
cultivated. The bodies of land formed by them, however, are 
generally so small, and often so much cut off from convenient com- 
munication with the uplands by the steepness of the hillsides, that 
they are not nearly as generally in cultivation as their quality, 
when compared with the uplands, would justify ; being very com- 
monly turned out as pastures. 

710. The larger streams, which head inland of the Cane HiU region, in the 
sandy uplands of the dividing ridge, possess, of course, a character different 
from that just described. The valleys of the Homochitto, Bayou Pierre, Cole's 
Creek, etc., possess a true bottom character and growth, for some distance after 
entering upon the Cane Hill region ; yet for the last eight or twelve miles of 
their course these streams also assume more or less, on the large scale, the 
same character as the small streams which head within the Cane Hills. In this 
latter portion of their course, the soil of their bottom or hommock is less sandy 
than further above, and the Black Walnut, Sycamore, and Honey Locust become 
very prominent — all three indicative of the presence of a large supply of lime, 
and of a productive soil. Corn appears to thrive unusually well on these soils. 

711. Higher up, the bottom soils generally become more sandy, 
and the Oaks, Beech, Hornbeam and Magnolia predominate; 
the latter tree, especially, attaining enormous dimensions. These 
sandy bottom soils are generally of considerable depth, of a dark 
color, and peculiarly adapted to the culture of cotton. 

Thus, in the bottom of the Middle Pork of Homochitto (Franklin county), 
which is heavily timbered with Magnolia and Beech, together with the Chestnut 
White Oak, Sweet Gum, " Poplar ", Maple, etc., there is scarcely any percepti- 
ble change in the aspect of the soil at a depth of more than thirty inches ; and 
it is esteemed as being the best cotton land in that portion of the State. 
Notwithstanding their great sandiness, these soils wear very well ; in conse- 
quence, no doubt, of the great depth to which the roots of the crops can, with 
facility, penetrate, without even the aid of the subsoil plow. Deep plowing is 
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nevertheless, to be recommended, so long, at least, as the color of the material 
brought up is not a great deal lighter than that of the surface soil. 

712. Level hommocks of considerable fertility, but differing in 
their growth and character of soil from the bottoms, are often found 
intervening between the latter and the hills ; sometimes also they 
extend up to the very banks, to the exclusion of any iaottom, for a 
short distance; 

Such is the case on the South Tork of Homochitto, near Meadville ; the 
hommock or second bottom is eleVated from four to six feet above the first 
bottom, which has a rather light colored, sandy soil, about 2 feet deep, timbered 
as before mentioned ; while thq soil of the hommock is moderately light, of a 
buff color, about ten inches in depth, underlaid by a rather pale yellow loam, 
its timber being the Beech, White Oak, Hickory, Holly, Sweet Grum, Cherry, 
Sourwood, etc. This soil will, on an average, produce a bale of cotton per acre 
when fresh, and very good corn also ; but there are portions of it wWch are 
from the outset unsuited to cotton, and others become so after a short period of 
'Cultivation, while they will still produce corn very well. — A similar complaint 
is made with reference to some of the hommock lands of the Bayou Pierre. It 
is hoped that comparative analyses of these soils will develop the cause, as well 
•^s the remedy of these defects. 

While the average width of the valleys in this region is probably 
ihe same as usual in the interior of the State, the great width of 
the shallow sandy beds which the streams excavate for themselves, 
•often diminishes seriously the amount of valley land suitable for 
-cultivation. The smaller streams especially not unfrequently 
•occupy in this manner, a large part, or oven the wlisle of the space 
included between the slopes. 

713. Tracts of superior bottom land are also found, to some 
extent, between the foot of the hills and the Mississippi River ; 
they are mostly in bodies comparatively small, but of very great 
fertility, especially where the calcareous silt of the hills has been, 
and is being washed down upon them. The difference caused in 
the productiveness of the soil, by this natural marling process, is 
very marked, and should be a strong hint to those whose location 
enables them to produce the same effects by artificial means. 

714. Springs, Wells and Mineral Waters. — The Cane Hill 
region proper, is on the whole poorly watered — a natural conse- 
•quence of the entire uniformity of the material of which the hills 
are composed (1675, ff.). It is only when the calcareous silt is 
underlaid by other, denser strata at or above the level of the 
•drainage, that permanent springs exist. Even in this case, however, 
the water is usually very limy ; and the saltie is true of the well 
water which may often be obtained, after passing through the silt, 
on the surface of the tertiary clay or sandstone strata. The water 
of the streams themselves, where the material of the Bluff formation 
forms their bed, is often very limy ; as may be judged from the fact 
that many of them form calcareous incrustations and masses of 
tufa, where a log or a ledge of rock causes the water to drip, so 
as to aerate it. A striking instance of this kind has been mentioned 
in the Geological part of the present Report (1380), while calea- 



328 AGEICULTDRAL REPORT. [1715, 716- 

reous incrustations on leaves, sticks, etc., are very common. Nor 
is even the water obtained in the blue or gray clays, or between' 
the sandstone ledges of the Tertiary, always unobjectionable. Some- 
of the strata of the latter formation, as we have seen (1231, ff.),. 
are also calcareous, and so, of course, is the water derived from, 
or collected in them. More usually, however — and this is the- 
most objectionable leature — these waters are magnesian and some- 
times gypseous, generally with an admixture of common salt (13 16;) 
which ingredients render them, of course, unfit for daily use, 
although they impart to them medicinal properties (1601, ff.). The 
characters just mentioned are almost invariably met with in the 
•waters derived from the strata of the gritty, semi-indurate, sandy 
clays, or soft, " rotten sandstone ", which generally occur beneath 
the hard ledges of the " Grand Gulf Sandstone ", and underlie, or 
form the base of a large portion of the . hilly lands of Claiborne 
and Jefferson counties. Where these crop out, they may not 
unfrequently be found covered with incrustations or efflorescences 
of salt ; while as a general thing, we may expect to find good 
freestone water wherever the hard sandstones and loose sands 
prevail. 

715. The nature of the salts I have generally found to be very nearly the 
same throughout the region in question. The waters contain the Chlorides of 
Magnesium, Calcium and Sodium, in variable proportions ; the salts of Magne- 
sium and Sodium being usually predominant. A small amount of sulphates, 
also, is often present ; yet I have found the chlorides predominant over the 
sulphates in all the waters I have examined S. of the Bayou Pierre, and E. of 
the dividing ridge. To the eastward and northward, in the counties of Hinds, 
Sankin and Simpson, the reverse is commonly the case, the waters, when 
mineral being impregnated chiefly with Sulphates. It is owing to this difference 
probably, that the habitual use of the saline well waters of the Southern Eiver 
Counties does not affect health as injuriously, as is the case with those of the 
other counties named. 

716. In consequence of the inferior quality of the well waters, 
so unfrequently met with, cisterns have come into very general use 
for drinking and cooking in the Cane Hill region ; while for other 
househould purposes, the water of the wells may be (and is very 
generally) made available by the addition of some lye, which pre- 
cipitates the lime and magnesia, so as to allow the water to be 
combined with soap. A little pearlash, or " sal-soda" {not so well 
the " soda " used in the kitchen, unless the water be boiled), will 
answer the same purpose. The same remedy will apply in the case- 
of waters simply limy, derived from the calcareous silt ; though 
in this case, it is generally necessary to let the water boil, before 
it will take up the soap readily. Boiling alone will accomplish the 
same end, but requires a longer time. Waters of the latter class, 
only moderately impregnated with carbonate of lime, cannot be 
considered as of necessity injurious to health ; though they often 
are so to those unaccustomed to their use.* 



*For a ready method of distingushing limy from magnesian waters, and 
generalities concerning the same, (see TTSOl to W5i ). 
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For the use of stock, the saline waters are prohably unobjectionable. The 
clays from which they are derived, when exposed on the surface, are often' 
greedily licked and eaten by cattle ; and in some instances, considerable excara- 
tions have been the result of these operations. Such being the natural desire 
of the atiimals, it is not likely that the drinking of water containing a moderate 
amount of these same salts, should prove injurious. As for the limy waters of 
wells and springs, it does not appear that the cattle of the prairies suffer in any 
manner by the use of similar waters. 

717. la dry seasons, however, the wells dependent upon the 
sipe water of the calcareous silt commonly give out, and even 
those obtained at inconsiderable depths in the Grand Gulf strata 
often fail. Hence the practicability of deep, bored, or artesian 
wells, in this region, becomes of considerable practical importance ;' 
data concerning which have been given in the Geqlogical Report, 
(1318). 

Even should the water thus obtained in shallow bores prove 
somewhat mineral, it would relieve the scarcity of stock water, and 
the necessity of using the fetid, limy water of artificial ponds. 

718. In the regionskirting, to the eastward, that of the calcareous 
silt of the Cane Hills, where the latter formation thins out and 
finally gives way altogether to the sandy and clay strata of the 
Orange Sand formation, the supply of water is generally better 
both in quantity and quality. 

Like the calcareous silt itself, the Orange Sand strata are here very commonly 
underlaid by impermeable strata of tertiary clay or sandstone, which shed the 
water and give rise to fine freestone springs, which flow out, of course, at the- 
level where these strata appear on the hillsides, and to which, in general, weUs 
on the ridges will require to be sunk. Thus in the Hamburg neighborhood, in 
Franklin county, where the impervious clays appear nearly at a level with the 
drainage of the country, while the ridges are formed of Orange Sand, wells do 
not reach water at less than 80 to 110 feet — the whole height of the hills ; their 
lowest portion being, as usual in such cases, dug in variously colored pipeclays 
(ir70). If water can be obtained in these, it will generally be freestone ; if the 
gray or blue clays are reached or penetrated, it may be more or less mineral, 
but will be less likely to fail in dry seasons. 

The same remark holds true with reference to natural springs ; those which> 
issue above the gray clays, and are, therefore, dependent, upon the overlying 
-Orange Sand strata for their supply, are much less reliable than those which,, 
like the Franklin or Wild-wood Springs, and others in the same neighborhood, 
issue from the water-bearing strata of the Grand Gulf Group (11230 ; 314). 

719. The remarkable spring just mentioned, which has attracted some 
attention both as a natural curiosity and for its curative powers, is situated in a 
narrow valley of the Hamburg Hills. It forms a basin varying from 8 to 12 
feet in diameter, in a loose fine sand. The surface of the clear cold water is- 
perfectly still, but at the depth of about two feet, there is an unceasing waving,, 
ebbing and flowing motion, on the surface of a fluid mixture of fine white sand 
and water, caused by the rising of a powerful ' stream ot water in a rounded 
channel, into which a pole can be sunk for 20 feet vertically — below this depth, 
it seems to turn sideways. A pole thus introduced is ejected by the current 
and its buoyancy, with great force ; a man cannot sink below the armpits, being 
sustained by the current in a condition of very unstable, wabbling equilibrium. 
The water of this, as well as of a number of other similar, but smaller springs 
in the neighborhood, may be considered almost a " freestone ", since the amount 
of mineral ingredients contained is very small — though of the usual, magnesiaa 
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character. The curative action exerted by the large Spring, when used as a 
bath, are probably owing more to the irritating effect on the skin of the fine 
sharp sand with which the body is scoured as it were, and the reaction following 
the cold bath (its constant temperature being 63.5 deg. Pahr.), than to the 
medicinal qualities of the mineral ingredients. 

It has been claimed that these springs prove the practicability of artesian 
wells in the region of their occurrence. It unquestionably proves that in that 
neigKborhood, such may be obtained at the same level, i. e., in deep valleys, but 
the water of the streams so obtained could not rise higher than the level of the 
basin of the Franklin Spring, which is precisely that at which, at present, water 
is obtained in wells on the ridges. It is only; like Hale's well (ir318) an 
indication of a favorable disposition of the strata at that point. 

720. Where the hard white sandstones of the Grand Gulf Group 
prevail, as in some parts of the western Homochitto hills, the Back- 
bone, and in N. E. portion of Claiborne county, and adjoing parts 
of Copiah and Hinds, springs are generally more abundant, and 
their water purer, than where the materials of the strata are soft. 
In S. W. Hinds, however, we soon find a change in the composition 
of the waters, in which the sulphates become predominant ; they 
gradually assume the character of the water of Cooper's Wells. 



THE CENTRAL PRAIRIE REGION. 

Comprising, essentially, the portions underlaid by the calcareous Tertiary {see 
map), of the counties of Waeebn, Yazoo, Madison, Hinds, Bankin, Soott, 
Smith, Jasper, Newton, Clarke and Wayne. 

721. The prairies characterizing the region I thus designate, are 
not generally the prevalent feature of its surface — not even to the 
extent to which this is the case in the North- eastern Prairie Region 
(11527 to 560). They do not anywhere form such continuous or 
large bodies of land, as we find them occupying on the surface of 
the country underlaid by the Cretaceous formation, nor is the 
surface of the country so generally level or gently undulating. 

The black prairie soil occurs in patches, of a few acres to several 
thousands in extent, interveniag between elevated ridges occupied, 
either by the Orange Sand formation and its peculiar soils, or by 
soils derived essentially from the materials of the clayey, won- 
calcareous or gypseous stages of the Tertiary— forming, in the 
western portion of the belt, the lighter soils of the " Gypseous 
Prairie " (1215 ; 723, ff.) ; in the eastern, the heavy, intractable 
soils of the "Hogbed " or " Hogwallow Prairie " (1746, ff.). Both 
of these occupy, in general, positions above any contiguous " Black 
Prairie ", the latter being in the more hilly portions of the region, 
confined to the slopes and bottoms of the streams, and essentially 
derived, as may be inferred, from the calcareous, fossiliferous beds 
of the Tertiary — for which reason they are often, in contradistinc- 
tion to the other soils above mentioned, designated as " Shell 
Prairies ", from the great abundance in which fossil shells, especially 
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oysters (T198), are sometimes found on them, accompanied, not 
unfrequently, by the bones of the huge Zeuglodon (T207, 208).* 

Qnlike the cretaceous prairies, those of the Tertiary do not 
generally possess a subsoil stratum distinctly different from the 
underlying rock (1'124 ; 335, ff.) ; the soil seems, in most cases, to 
be a mere disintegration of the Tertiary material (1202, 203 ; 207, 
208), which in many points forms the immediate subsoil. The same 
is true, more or less, of the soil of the " Gypseous " and " Hog- 
wallow " prairies. 

722. The ridge lands intervening between the several kinds of 
prairie lands, bear partly (in the northern portion of the belt) the 
character of the soils of the adjoining Yellow Loam Region, or 
(further S.) that of the Long-leaf Pine ridges. It is only, so far as 
I know, in the extreme East, in Clarke and Wayne, beyond the 
Chickasawhay — that the black prairie occupies the summits of the 
ridges to any great extent. For convenience sake I shall include 
in the description of this region, that of some lands adjoining it 
which, though not underlaid by the marl formations, are more 
nearly related in their agricultural features to those of the Prairie 
Region, than to any other. 

728. Warren and Yazoo. — I am not aware to what extent the 
features of the prairie region are developed in these counties, 
whose surface conformation, so far as I am acquainted with it, 
resembles in general, most nearly' that of the Southern River 
Counties (1674 to 720), and, so far as N. E. Yazoo is concerned, 
of the Yellow Loam Region, which see (1634, ff.). It is to be 
observed, however, that in an agricultural point of view, that 
portion of them which is underlaid by the blue and white marls 
and limestones of the Tertiary (see map), possesses a great addition- 
al advantage as compared with the. counties possessing, as a fertil- 
izer, only the calcareous silt of the Bluff, formation (1327, ff.). 

724. Hinds and Madison.— There is a great general resemblance, 
amounting almost to identity, in the agricultural features of the 
adjoining halves of these two counties. Level orgently undulating 
uplands, possessing a fertile soil and deep loam subsoil resembling 



*The fossil monster called the Zeuglodon, macrospondylus (or Z. cetoides) was 
a marine animal of the Whale tribe, but resembling in shape rather an alligator 
or lizard, than any Whale at present existing. Its total length (as seen in 
skeletons), often exceeded 100 feet. It has thus far been found only in Missis- 
sippi and Alabama, but no doubt exists in the corresponding portion of Arkansas, 
where huge bones are said to occur on the prairies. It is greatly to be desired 
that a complete skeleton of this ancient inhabitant of our State, should be 
secured for the collection of the State University at Oxford ; nor wpuld this be 
a difficult matter, if gentlemen residing in districts where these bones occur, 
(especially in N. Smith and S. Scott, where they are so frequently laid bare by 
the plow, as well as by rains) would interest themselves so far as to communi- 
cate to the State Geologist, or the faculty at Oxford, the discovery of any appa- 
rently complete skeleton, protecting the same from being dismembered and 
scattered until measures could be taken to exhume it. 
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that of the Richland region (1634), both as to color and the 
growth of timber it supports, but interspersed with patches of 
prairie, and modified more or less, in diiferent localities, by the 
admixture of the calcareous, and mostly very clayey, materials of 
the Tertiary, and also, near the Big Black, with those of the Bluff 
formation, characterize both. 

The yellow loam lands of Madison And N. Hinds are justly 
considered as being among the best uplands of the State — superior 
to the prairies as to " safeness " while little if at all inferior in 
productiveness, like the Marshall Table-lands (1616, ff.), and about 
equally well suited, on an average, to corn and cotton. 

Such, at least, has been the case and is now with fresh lands ; but an im- 
provident, exhaustive cultivation has nowhere in the State perhaps, shown ifcJ 
effects more clearly and threateningly, than in this early settled region, whose 
fertility, was once deemed inexhaustible, as that of the Mississippi Bottom is 
now — but whose crops dwindle more and more every year, both in quantity 
and quality, while valuable improvements are being abandoned bj' their owners 
in order to exchange their exhausted fields for that Utopian soil which never 
gives out, said to exist somewhere to the westward. 

725. The loam stratum which forms the soil of these lands, is evidently the 
same as that which forms the table-lands of Marshall, (1[616, ff.), and the best 
soils of the Southern Eiver Courtties Cir675, 684,1 etc). It is therefore to be 
presumed that as in those cases, the subsoil loam is at least as rich as the surface 
soil. The only analysis which, thus far, I have made with reference to the 
soils of this region, goes to demonstrate this fact, and to show that the subsoil 
plow and stimulation are the one thing needful, for the present at least, to 
restore to these lands their productiveness, since they are not deficient in any 
of the ingredients of a good soil. No. 298. Yellow Loam Subsoil, from Dr. 
T. J. Oatching's place, S. 2, T. 4, E. 3 W., Hinds county. 

Depth : Nine to twenty inches. 

Vegetation : Black Jack, Post, and Spanish (" Bed ") Oaks — all large and 
sturdy, with well formed tops ; some tall Hickory ; undergrowth of Dogwood 
and Persimmon. — A light, porous loam, easily tilled ; color brownish-yellow. 

The subsoil, saturated with moisture at 62.4 Fahr., lost 8.543 per cent, of 
water at 400 deg. ; dried at which temperature it consisted of : 

Insoluble Matter .* 80.788 

Potash 0.634 

Soda 0.185 

Lime 5.921 

Magnesia 0.266 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.159 

Peroxide of Iron 4.727 

Alumina 8.940 

Phosphoric Acid 0.151 

Sulphuric Acid 0.076 

Organic Matter and Water 3.239 

100.393 

726. The beneficial effects of the fallow on this subsoil, where it has been ex- 
posed in washes, have often been noticed ; the same effect would be produced 
in a shorter time, hj marling, especially when aided by a supply of vegetable 
matter. But even without these, the effect of deep plowing or subsoiling, and 
especially of underdrainage, will be found to be highly favorable, not only as 
restoring productiveness, but also as preventing injury by drouth, which is so 
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severely felt in the current year (1860). No moderate drouth could injure 
lands constituted as are those of Madis6n, if tilled deeply, or underdrained ; and 
a moderately attentive observer, in traveling through the prematurely withered 
corn-fields of that region, VFOuld suppose that in adjoining plantations there 
existed essential differences of soil, but for the fact tha,t tha fences mostly form 
the dividing line betvreen patches of deep green corn which still resists, and 
•others where the fodder has been cured on the stalk. 

Yet on inquiry he will find that the difference was caused by 
nothing more than an additional mule before the plow. Another 
circumstance also may be very extensively observed this season, 
viz : that wherever, by washing or otherwise, the white marls 
(11281), have been mixed with the soil, both the crops and the 
weeds resist the drouth, when all around is dead or dying. These 
are hints wbicli ought to be sufficient to those who wish to improve 
their soil, although in ordinary seasons, these effects are not so 
noticeable. 

727. The correction of the soil by drainage is especially neces- 
sary and beneficial where, as is the case, in extensive tracts on the 
Pearl River side of the dividing ridge, the heavy, bluish gray clays 
with white concretions (1[202, ff.), are near the surface and appear 
in washes. Such soils, in their natural condition, suffer severely 
with drouth ; but will not, if by drainage, these calcareous clays, 
which are always moist, arc rendered penetrable to the roots 
which, at present they force to remain near the surface.* 

For the rest, most of what has been said with reference to the table lands of 
Marshall (1T516, ff.), will hold true also of the yellow loam lands of Madison 
and Hinds. There are, of course, many local varieties of this, and as has been 
hinted already, the soils on the Pearl River side of the dividing ridge appear to 
be quite generally heavier, and more frequently calcareous than those on the Big 
Black. These variations will receive closer attention and study hereafter ; it 
would be to httle purpose to discuss them specially at present, since the general 
fact, that they are soils of great native fertility, and may be greatly improved by 
the use of the subsoil plow and of marls close at hand, is true of them, all. 

728. The soils overlying the territory of the Vicksburg Group, in Hinds 
county (see map), do not seem to differ essentially from those just described, 
save in that they are somewhat light, e. g., those of Spring Ridge, and gradually 
merge into the soils of the Pine Ridges of S. Hinds, which set in south and west 
of the line given on the map, as the south limit of the Vicksburg Group ; and 
which in their turn, form gradual transitions into the " Pine Hill " soils of Copiah. 

729. These ridges, which are timbered essentially with Short-leaf Pme and 
Post Oak, with more or less Black Jack, possess a sandy, but not unproductive 
soil derived in great part from the white sandstone ledges of the Grand Gulf 
Group, which underlie the hills and (as at Cooper's Well and Mississippi Springs), 
frequently appear on the surface. Where the heavy gray clay, which is often 

*It is probable that thorough drainage would also serve to correct, to a consid- 
erable extent, the tendency of this clay to shrink, and, in dry seasons, to form 
large cracks (sometimes two and three inches wide), in the surface soil, which 
are not only inj urious to Vegetation, but seriously endanger the security of build- 

ino-s as has been the case for instance, at Jackson, where most brick and stone 

buildings not secured by anchors in the walls, or by a " concrete " foundation, 
are in the course of time traversed by cracks in all directions. This does not 
happen, however, where (as in the lower part of the city), this clay is overlaid 
bj pebbles or sand, or (as near the Railroad Depot) is altogether wanting. 
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interstratifled with the sandstone (ir231, ff.), contributes towards the formation 
of the soil, the Pine is generally wanting, and the Post Oak and Black Jack alone 
prevail. It is noticeable that almost over the whole of this region, the Long 
Moss floats from the trees-— even from the Pines — which I have never found to 
be the case on infertile soils, however unpromising their aspect. ISIear Raymond, 
also, Pines are sometimes seen on the ridges, but generally, the timber consists 
of the Spanish (" Bed ") and {true) Red Oaks, intermingled'here and there with 
Post Oak and Black Jack. The soil has been very much washed, so that the 
original subsoil is now chiefly cultivated : hence a great lack of vegetable matter 
in the present soil, which is, nevertheless, quite fertile. In W. and S. W. Hinds, 
the lands, though not underlaid by, marl strata, but by the gypseous clays of the 
Grand Gulf Group (irSOS^. ), are quite similar to those of N. Hinds and Madi- 
son, before described, and the country is thickly settled. It is very likely that 
some of the gypseous materials found in wells and bluffs (e. g., Col. Dillon's 
neighborhood), would prove a valuable improvement to these soils, which, like 
those of Madison, are giving out under the same exhaustive system, and may 
no doubt be similarly resuscitated (11726). 

730. Of the extent and character of the prairies in Hinds county, 
I know but little from personal observation. They seem to be of 
small extent, and from the fact that crystals of gypsum, and oysters 
both have been found on them there would seem to exist here 
a similar diversity of soils, as will be below described in Rankin 
county (1733, ff.). There is also the same complaint of "salty 
spots" in the iiclds, which seems in alK cases to arise from the 
stagnation of the water where the gray, lignito-gypseous clays 
(1214, ff.), which, among others, we observe in the gullies, and in 
the railroad cut at Clinton, are near the surface. 

In this case, the water abstracts from them their salts, and evaporating on 
the surface, deposits them there, to the detriment of vegetation, which is 
"scalded" by their excess, although essentially, they contain the nutritive 
ingredients of plants in great abundance. 

Nothing short of thorough-drainage can be fexpected to remedy permanently, this 
evil where it exists ; it will no doubt, in the course of a few years, by itself remove 
every injurious excess of salts, leaving behind only those which are useful, and 
are therefore retained by the soil (TfSTS). The composition of the salts thus 
effervescing on the surface shows, however, that their injurious action can to a 
great extent be counteracted by the application oUime, or marl, or of ashes ; and the 
use of these remedies even where thorough-drainage is at once resorted to, 
because they will aid in retaining in the soil, the nutritive portion of these salts. 

An analysis of the latter, from a salty spot in Dr. Catehing's field (^[725), 
showed it to consist chiefly of the Chlorides of Sodium (common salt) and 
Magnesium, with the Sulphates ol Potassa, Lime, Mag)\esia, Alumina, and Iron. 

The latter three, which are very prejudicial to vegetation, will 
be at once decomposed by lime, or marl. It cannot decompose the 
common salt, however, which must be removed by drainage — a 
moderate amount of the latter substance, however, is often pur- 
posely added to the soil, which it stimulates (1435). 

In another instance, a specimen of salts from a salty spot in 
Squire Batt's field, four and a half miles east of Brandon, gave the 
following result : Chloride oi SoMum (common salt), Sulphates of 
Magnesia (Epsom Salt), Iron (Copperas), Aliimnia (Alum); JVitrate 
of Magnesia ? quite largely. Here, also, the remedies are evi- 
dently the same ; the formation of saltpetre proves more strongly 
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the stagnation of water, and the necessity of drainage. The lands 
so treated will afterwards, no doubt, prove of remarkable fertilit}'; 
as in some instances has already been experienced. 

731. Pearl Biveb Soils. — The soils of Pearl River JwmmocJc have already 
been described, in general (11662). Those of the portion of the river embraced 
within the Central Prairie Region do not exhibit any striking difference, as far 
as observed, save where, as near Jackson, the washings of the tertiary marls 
come down upon them, when they sometimes become quite stiiT, though (as 
shown by the weeds growing on them), very fertile, and no doubt susceptible 
of great improvement by the uSe of the marls so accessible in the neighborhood 
(ir282). Like most hommock soils, it is very deficient in vegetable matter. 

The soils of the bottom proper, where it exists, are usually light and sandy, 
often vieing, in that particular, with the Seacoast Hommocks (11832, 850, ff.), 
and therefore somewhat drouthy. 

The extensive sloughy bottom which skirts Pearl River on the west at, and 
for some distance above and below Jackson, exhibits a very smgular soil, viz : 
a gray or yellowish, semi-indurate silt or hardpan, with but little coarse sand, 
which packs very closely, and approaches in character some of the heavy 
silicious soils mentioned (^[404). On roadsides, in washes, on the banks of 
sloughs, etc., it is seen disintegrated in rounded, nodular fornis, like the Flat- 
woods Clay (irl65, ff.), and instinctively impresses the observer as though it 
were a very clayey soil ; when wetted, however, it acts somewhat like tlie calca- 
reous silt of the Southern River Counties (ir690), like which in times of drouth, 
it cracks open ; becoming, however, of a stony hardness. Spots where this soil 
prevails characteristically, are almost exclusively timbered with small Sweet 
Gum. 

Near the river banks, where the admixture of sand renders the material more 
open, these faults are to a great degree insensible, and the timber as well as the 
smaller growth testifies to the improvement. A great deal can no doubt be done 
for this soil by the simple admixture of sand, and also, of vegetable matter, in 
which it is very deficient ; thesandy marls occurring in the river hanks (ir205 ; 
283), however, would undoubtedly be the niost profitable material, improving 
the soil in many respects at once (114:17). As to the native fertility of this 
singular soil, analysis will show how far it can be improved by mere stimulation ; 
its forest growth is fine, though sparse. 

732. Eankin and Scott. — The portion of Rankin county lying 
S. of the line of the Vicksburg Group (see map) bears the character 
of the Long-leaf Pine Region, if we except the belt bordering on 
Pearl River, and the " Flatwoods" of lower Steeu's Creek (ir772). 
In the N. portion of the county, however, we have a great diversity 
of fertile soils. In passing from Jackson to Brandon, after crossing 
the bottom and hommock of Pearl River, we ascend into a rolling, 
sandy country with a yellow loam soil underlaid by deeply tinted 
Orange Sand, and strongly suggestive of the second-rate ridge 
lands in Lafayette county. This belt is here about four miles in 
width, and skirts the hommock of Pearl River on the B., with a 
visible width, throughout Rankin, and a portion, at least, of 
Simpson county. It is timbered with Post, Spanish (" Red") and 
Blaek Jack Oak, and well settled, although the soil is rather sandy, 
aqd the loam stratum, here at least, is very thin ; it is better 
de^vefeped, and forms large and fertile bodies of land,, farther S., on 
Steea's Creek, bordering the, Pearl River Hommock. — It yields 
mostly freestone springs and wells- 
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733. Beyond, we find a more gently undulating country, possess- 
ing a thick covering (7 to 10 feet) of rich yellow loam, and a fine 
■Oak and Hickory growth on the higher hills, while its depretsions 
exhibit various soils formed out of the different strata of the 
Tertiary, which are given in detail in Sec. 30, p. 140. A glance 
at the great variety of materials mentioned in this profile, and 
their inconsiderable thickness, will readily explain the diversity of 
soils existing at different levels, on the hills and in the valleys 
which ascend and descend to all the various strata, at different 
points. 

The lands which lie at and below the level of strata Nos. 2 to 4, are frequently 
of a " black prairie " character, and very productive — as, for instance, those 
lying at the foot of the ridge capped with white limestone and marls (11224:, 225). 
The soil, however, is not heavy — being simply the yellow loam of the hills 
which has been thoroughly marled in the course of time, by natural means. In 
view of the great productiveness of these lands, the fine eifects observed by 
Mr. A. P. Miller, as following the artifical application of the same marls to his 
hill lands, cannot be surprising, and would no doubt have been greatly enhanced 
by the contemporaneous application of vegetable matter, in imitation of what 
nature has done in the valleys. A dressing of 200 to 400 bushels per acre, of 
marls similar to Dr. Quin's (Tr285) has made the exhausted ridge soils produce as 
freely as when fresh, and after the lapse of twelve years, the effect still continues' 
-the sattie. 

734. Gypseous PraM-?es.— Besides the two soils already referred 
io, two other chief varieties are found, e. g., at Jos. Jayne's place, 
viz : a " prairie " soil (called so only because it bore no timber), 
appearing in depressions, which is quite light, of a brownish-buff 
tint, and produces finely ; and a pale, " crawfishy " soi^ full of bog 
-ore or black pebble (1387), which is quite poor, though situated, 
■with reference to the hills, precisely as is the " prairie " soil before 
mentioned. 

The latter resembles closely, in its aspect, that of other, larger bodies of 
f)rairie existing further N., and especially that of " Barnes' Prairie ", which 
^skirts the Pearl River hommock in T. 7, E. 3 B. The surface soil of this tract, 
which is about 8 to 10 inches deep, is of a chocolate color when moist ; its 
subsoil, to the depth of about 4 feet, is a loam of yellowish buff tint ; neither 
soil nor subsoil are heavy, and the land is very productive ; its vegetation does 
not indicate any large amount of lime. Below 3 or 4 feet, however, the material 
becomes quite clayey, as may be observed in the bottom of washes ; and in 
•dig^ng cisterns, heavy gray clay with crystals of G-ypsum is found. 

Barnes' Prairie is very nearly on a level with the hommock of Pearl Eiver, 
(ir663). Further inland (S.), we also find tracts of land destitute of timber, 
such as Hudnall's or Race Prairie, McEae's Prairie, etc., whose soil and vegeta- 
tion at first sight greatly reseinble that of Barnes' Prairie ; there being, however, 
this essential difference, that the soil does not produce well — it is drouthy, and 
— on McEae's Prairie, S. 17, T. 6, E. 4 B. — the spattering water during heavy 
rains seems at times to corrode the leaves of plants. Whitish efflorescences of 
salts sometimes appear in shallow washes ; in those of several feet depth we 
find (especially on Hudnall's Prairie, SS. 12, and 13, T. 6, E. 3 E.), heavy gray 
clays with abundant crystals of gypsum, the latter being sometimes observable 
in the subsoil at 15 to 18 inches. The soil of these prairies differing so essentially 
from that of the " black", "calcareous", or "shell" prairies, I shall distinguish 
them as the " Oypseotis pmines" i%215), according to their characteristic 
material. The following analyses will show some of the characteristics of these 
soils. 
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735. No. 187. Soil of Gypseous Prairie, from Mr. McBae's place, S. 17, T. 
>6, B.4E. 

Depth, : Eight inches. 

Vegetation : Stunted Persimmon and Sumach {Rhus copalUna), Grasses. 
The air-dried soil, which is of a brownish-buff tint, and rather light, shbvreS 
4he following composition : 

Insoluble Matter (as above) 82.558 

Potash 0.339 

Soda 0.023 

Lime 0.432 

Magnesia 0.513 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.092 

Peroxideof Iron 3.084 

Alumina 7.424 . 

Phosphoric Acid 0.076 

Sulphuric Acid 0.058 

Organic Matter and Water 5.322 

99.911 

736. No. 301. Underlcat of GypsEotrs PkAiRiE, from Hudnall's or Race 
Prairie, S. 12, T. 6, K. 3 E. 

Depth : From 3 to 7 feet (as far as visible) below the surface. 

Vegetation : Same as the preceeding. 

A greenish gray, heavy clay, with numerous small white sj*oks (of gypsum), 
and sotae round concretions of iron ore. 

Drifed-at 400 deg. Fahr., it consisted of: 

Insoluble Matter 67.0S7 

Potash 0.S18 

Soda ' 0.4rt 

LiAe 5;d95 

Magnesia 1.23S 

BroVn Oxide of Manganese 0.609 

Peroxide of Iron 4.3^44 

^Alufliiiia 16.751 

PfeOsJiHoiib Acid > 

'Stil^i'lc Acid 5.7k 

Cfertwhic Ateid l.dlS 

Of^nieMatter'alid Water Z.7it) 

100.(560 

iti't. Accoirdihg to the analysis, the surfac'e'soil, No. 187, is sithply a poor ^oil, 
in which,, althoiigh containing an adequate supply of Lime aiid Magne'sik, the 
alkalies (Potash and Soda), as well as Phosphoric Acid, are sensibly dencieat. 

The underclay. No. 301, by itself, is rich in the alkalies, and other ingredients 
determined, but contains too much gypsum, and is too heavy, to form a safe soil. 
It disintegrates or " pulverizes " very readily, however, and washes into deep 
gullies. It is quite remarkable, that With a subsoil so clayey, and so rich in 
soluble ingredients, underlying it at so inconsiderable a depth, the surface soil 
should not only be quite light, but evidently very unretentive (IT 401 ; 403), of 
the soluble salts contained in its subsoil — which it allows to be deposited part^ 
on its surface, to the injury of the crops (ir734 ; see also, Tr730, ff.), pirtl/ t(> 
return to the clayey and retentive subsoil, which is evidently, also, responsible 
for the droQthiness of the land (ir514, ff.). 

The means, therefore, which suggest themselves for the improve- 
ment of the Gj'pseous Prairies, are these : Firstly, wben the heav/ 
E— 22 
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subsoil is as near to the surface as in Hudnall's and McRae's Prai- 
ries, Draivage, which will relieve ihe drouthiness (llO^-), as well 
as liie saltiness and corrosive action of the surhice soil (173+). 
Secondly, the light and unretentive soil m;iy, no doubt, he greatly 
improved by the application to it. a^ a insirl, of the gypsfous undir- 
clays, such as No. 301, whose action would be greatly improved 
by the simultaneous use of some calcareous marl and vegetable 
matter. It would seem, and the natural growth of these prairies 
(among which there are nutiieious Ugvminous plants), a | pears to 
justify the expectation, that they would make better crops of red 
clover and field pea, than any other (l43ti). 

7381 The patches of gypseous prairie are generally bordered by a low, but 
dense-topped growth of the Wack Jack Oak. Further back, we find, undula- 
ting lands, with a rather lank, unpromising growth of Post, £lack Jack and 
Spanish {"Med") Oak, mingled with Short-leaf Pine. In this land, although 
the surface soil is often white and ashy (being then occupied by huckleberry 
bushes, and very unproduetiTe), the subsoil is generally a heaty, "joint " clay, 
•f a pale yellowish gray tint, which is Tery intractable and drouthy, and under 
the usual alternations of wet and dry, olten shrinks and cracks to such an ex- 
tent as to seriously impair the security of buildings (1)727, note). 

138^. Interspersed with thei-e uplaiidtiand ihegypter us prairies, 
there occur patches of true, black piairie soil, on hilltops and 
hillsides. It is a fine, productive soil, but drouthy and exceedingly 
hard to till ; its subfoil at iO 1o \'l inches, is a stiff mellow clay. 

No shells are found on this soil, which is evidently formed by outcrops of 
stratum (No. 5 of Section 29, (1)215), arid tears a vigoious gicwih ol Black 
Jack and Post Oak, with. an urder{:i( wlb of Wild Plum, Eid haw, etc. (1)296). 
"Where this soil occurs low down on ibe hillsides, it is often of gieat depth, and 
almost jet Hack ; learing, at the present time, a dense guvith of young Sweet 
Ovm, with seme Cberiy, Ash, Mullen), Wuscadii e,' etc. 1 htse spots are 
generally quite limited in extent; one, not exceeding lalf an acie, occurs near 
Mr. John C. Paikei's, not far ficm McEae's praiiie (1734), ori S. iO, T. 6, E. 
4 E., Eankin county; another extends along tie lotlcm of the Ckahay, in Smith 
county, at Mr. L. E. Cock's place ; on S. 22, T. 3, K. 7 E., and en adjoining 
ones. Here also, it adjoins a soil clcsely res(ml.lirg the gypseous piairie of 
Eankin ; which is to a gieat extent oveigre^cn with tmall, sciullj Post, Black 
Jackanci Water Oaks, and stmeEed Elm, and pioducesfin^ coin, l.utiniariably 
rusts cotton — as also does the black soil mentioned. In both, eflBorescenees of 
salts are sc metimes observed on the surface. At Mr. Cicck's, also, we find 
some black prairie, and a heavy clay soil, on the hills ; the lattei is here, hcwever, 
of a dark orange tint, and \eiy pioduciive, though srmewhat slifl and drouthy 
— a fault which could, no doubt, be greatly alleviated by the admixture of 
Tegetable matter — green cropping or the like, in which alone it seems to difler 
from the black prairie. 

'i39. Do Gypsious Clay Soils Rvst Cotton ? — From what I have 
heard, and the close correspondence of the great variety of soils 
at the two points mentioned, it appears that lands ol a similarly 
diversified character occur throughout Rankin and irmitb, and 
probably &ho in Jasper, near to the line, as given on the map, 
between the Vicksburg and Jackson Groups (12 15.21 0) ; in Eankin, 
especially, S. of the Peelahatchie. In the absence, thus far, of 
further analyses of these soils, it would be unprofitable at present 
to dwell upon them ; from their extreme characters, it seems likel7 



•ff740, 741, 742] cause op " rust" m mmiS. 33&' 

that analysis will at once throw light upon their proper treatment ','■ 
the region in which they occur deserves, and will receive as soon 
as possible, a detailed examination. So much appears witti great 
likelihood from observations 1 have made in tliis region; that 
while cotton will succeed finely even in very heavy soils Whitfei 
are simply calcareous (^. e. contain the carbonate of lime) and co^ 
tain an adequate amount of vegetable matter, the presence of 
gypsum in heavy soils seems to prove fatiil to its growth. Hence, 
the distinction between the gypseous and the calcareous or black 
prairie, acquires considerable practical interest, and planters have 
it in their power to promote greatly the investigation of this 
important subject, by paying attention to this point and notirg 
the results. 

740. With the portion of Rankin lying N. of the Peelahatchie, 
I am but little acquainted as yet. It seems that prairies re.«erab- 
ling in part " Barnes' Prairie " (11734), partly the black prairie of 
S. Scott, occur interspersed with hilly uplands which are mostly 
sandy, and timbered with a mixture of Oaks and Short-leaf Pine.. 
Such, at least, is the case in T. 7, R. 3 E., and adjoining region^ 

741. The undulating oak uplands with yellow loam subsoil — 
interspersed, in the depressions, with patches of black (in the 
bottoms) and perhaps some gypseous prairie— which have been 
spoken of as occurring near Brandon (which itself is situated on 
a sandy ridge), and whose soil is so essentially improved by the 
use of the white marls of the region (11733 ;285), seem to continue 
with little change, in the southern half (11739), of the belt of" 
Vicksburg strata (bluish-gray on the map), towards Polk vi lie, andf 
beyond. This tract I have not as yet visited ; it is described as- 
being a rich • agricultural region, and its marls will, it is to be 
hoped, receive timely attention (11281). 

Of Scott county, N. of Morton, I have as yet no personal 
knowledge. Prom specimens and information, received, both 
kinds of prairie seem to exist there, especially in the western 
portion (1[207). 

The " Platwoods " of some portions of E. Scott seem, according to descrip- 
tions given, to coincide in the main, with the " hog- wallow prairie " uplands of ' 
Smith and Jasper ( 1[7^6, fif.). 

742. In S.Scott, on the head-waters of Leaf and Strong Rivers, we- findl^ 
patches and strips of black prairie, along the valleys and water-courses, whose • 
bottoms possess to a great extent, the genuine prairie soil ; the intervening;, 
lidge lands having a moderately fertile loum soil, are generally but gently an-, 
dulating, and bear a growth of the usuitl upland oaks, mixed sometimes with 
Hickory, sometimes with Scarlet 0' Spanish") Oak, or Short- leaf Pine,., 
according to the quality of the soil. It is here, as well as in N. E. Smith, that 
the benefit of the intermixture of the sandy hill soils with the heavy prairie 
soil ( V*19). isTery commonly experienced. The latter, however, is not always 
heavy naturally, but sometimes quite mellow and easily tilled, and always 
very productive of corn — usually, also, of cotton. It seems, however, that 
wherever the heavy, bluish of yellowish matrix of the Zeuglodon bones (1207^ 
208;, is so close to the surface as to touch the plow, the cotton frequently shows 
V disposition to rust — as it invariably does, and very badly, where that material 
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forms the soil itself, and contains small grains of gypsum. In this case, the 
hills immediately bordering on the prairie sometimes show a very heavy, pole 
yellow subsoil, resembling that found near the gypseous prairies, and forming 
an' evident transition towards the "hog- wallow prairie ". Such is the case, -for 
instance, at several points in the Nichols' neighborhood. Smith county (^207). 

743. Smith and Jaspeb. — The town of Raleigh, like Brandon, 
is situated on a ridge which forms the last spur, as it were, of the 
Long-leaf Pine Region, at this point. As we pass from Raleigh 
on the Garlandsville road, the soft white sandstone (of the Grand 
Gulf Group — (1227, 243), which near the town forms terraces at 
the foot of the hills, seems to ascend, and finally occupies the 
hilltops ; and on descending from the ridge to Shongalo bottom, 
we find low down on the hillside, outcrops of limestone (1312), 
accompanied by prairie soil. The bottom of Shongalo Creek (on 
•which, further above, at Austin's mill, marl crops out) though not 
of a prairie character, shows the increasing liminess of the soil in 
the prevalence of Mulberry, Ash and Poplar. Near the summit 
of the dividing ridge between Shongalo and Rowland's Creek, 
there is a terrace formed by limestone ledges, on and below "Which, 
for some distance, we see a deep orange-colored, clayey subsoil, 
containing rounded feri'uginoiis concretions, (as does the Monroe 
prairie soil — 1336), with a thin covering of black prairie soil ; while 
the summit of the ridge is formed by narrow and very sandy strips, 
(Orange Sand), perched on top of the limestone plateau. — This 
" ridge prairie soil " seems to be very fertile, but I have not seen 
it in cultivation anywhere ; it is very stifi", but not more so than 
many others. The oak lands which form the lower portion of this 
ridge, and of themselves are by no means infertile, might readily 
betmproved by the marls of which the body of this ridge evidently 
consists. 

744. Similar oak lands intervene here, as well as further above, 
between Leaf River and its western confluents ; on the E. side, 
however, we find, at -this point, Long leaf Pine Hills, until we 
reach the Nichols' neighborhood (see above) The bottom of Leaf 
River here exhibits no prairie soil proper, but a growth indicating 
a calcareous and very fertile soil — which, however, is subject to 
overflow. Higher up, in TT. 4 and 5, R. 8 E., (on the territory 
of the Jackson Group), Leaf River and 4ts heads (Hatehu«he,>^^ 
Tallabogue, etc.), have black prairiesoil in the bottoms and on the 
slopt-s towards the same. 1 sbbjoin an analysis of a specimen of 
this soil, which is very productive both of cotton and corn. 

No. 199. Leaf Rivbb Prairie Soil, taken at the crossing of the Paulding 
and Brandon road, in T. 4, R. 8 E., Jasper county. 

JDepJA ; Twelve inches. 

Vegetiition : Honey Locust, Crab Apple, Wild Plum, Red Haw. 

A very clayey soil, almost jet black, crumbUng readily on exposure, after 
wetting. 

I'he soil, saturated with moisture at 70.7 deg. Fahr., lost 14.325 percent, of 
moisture at 400 deg., dried at which temperature, it consisted of : 



^745, 746] HOG WALLOW PEAIBIE REGION. 341 

Insoluble Matter 63.435 

Potash 0.796 

Soda 0.127 

Lime 1.815 

Magnesia 1.112 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.479 

Peroxide of Iron 6.996 

Alumina 16.127 

Phosphoric Acid 0.232 

Sulphuric Acid 0.085 

Organic Matter, Water, and Loss 9.028 

100.000 

745. This analysis seems to exhibit characteristically the prom- 
inent features of the black prairie soil of the Tertiary. 

It is highly retentive of moisture ; rich in vegetable matter, in lime, and in all 
the other essential nutritive ingredients of plants — with the exception, in this 
instance, of Soda, which seems to be deficient. The large amount of alumnia 
dissolved in this analysis, as compared with those of other clayey soils, indicates 
at once that the soil is in a highly decomposed state, in consequence of the aetion 
of lime and vegetable matter, and that therefore the constituents are mostly in 
an available condition. Hence little effect would be produced on it by marling, 
■nless previously exhausted ; but the further addition of vegetable matter and of 
sand, to promote its lightness — as well as drainage, are indicated as improvements. 

746. EoG Wallow Praikie Region.— Beyond Leaf River, in 
Smith county, and in N. W. Jasper, on the (light blue) territory of 
Jackson Group, the arrangement of soils is a very simple and 
uniform one. The bottoms of the larger streams — Hatehushe, 
West Tallahala, Tallalioma, East Tallahala, and their larger con- 
fluents — as well as the lower portion of the (sometimes gentle) 
slopes towards them, are prevalently of the black prairie character. 
Above these, forming level or gently undulating upland tracts—or 
sometimes, as on the West Tallahala, a kind of second bottom — 
appears the •' Hog- wallow", or "Hogbed Prairie" soil (12l6), 
timbered chiefly with Post Oak, of a lank growth and with tattered, 
open tops ; Black Jack and Short-Leaf Pine, of a similar growth, 
often occupying it. The average level of the lands of this charac- 
ter is about twenty-five to tliirty feet above the level of the creeks 
named ; when the country ascends higher (in which case the 
" hog-bed " lands generally form a distinct, level terrace, on which 
the sandy ridges are perched), the Orange Sand formation and its 
usual soils set in, forming either Long-leaf Pine ridges, or (as on 
the Upper Tallahoma), the sandy ridge soils mentioned (T"65l); or 
sometimes, oak uplands, with a medium soil, of yellow loam char- 
acter (as on upper Leaf River, towards the prairies). According 
to the depth to which the drainage cuts into the surface occupied 
by the soils last named, either the " hogbed ", or the " black 
prairie " soil appears on the slope ; and where level tracts are 
occupied by the hogbed soil, at an inconsiderable elevation above 
the bottoms (as on the W. Tallahala in the N. E. quarter of T. 3, 
R.'IO E., and adjoining tracts), small spots of black prairie often 
appear in slight depressions. 
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747. The surface soil of the Hogbed or Post Oak Prairie is 
generally of a gray or brownish-gray tint, with numerous small 
dark browu dots of bog ore (1387), to the depth of six to ten 
inches, where it is underlaid by a yellowish subsoil with reddish 
dots. Both the soil and subsoil are very heavy and clayey ; in dry 
seasons they shrink so as to form numerous, and often large (one 
to throe inches wide) cracks in the surface. The next rain causes 
the edges of these cracks to crumble off into the latter, which in 
consequence cannot close up afterwards, when the soil receives a 
thorough wetting. The intervening soil is therefore often com- 
pelled to bulge upwards, and this, together with the crack, widened 
by washing and crumbling, imparts to the tracts occupied by this 
soil, the uneven surface to which they seem to owe their popular name. 

The extreme "hog-bed " soil, where thus cracked in dry seasons, acquires an 
almost stony hardness, and cuts with a shining surface ; and a tract plowed in 
that condition, resembles very much a field of brick-bats. On the other hand, 
when plowed a little too wet, the result is scarcely better ; hence it is thus far, 
a very unsafe soil, on which it is exceedingly difficult to obtain a stand of any 
crop in extreme seasons. It is very inferior for corn, but will produce good 
■crops of cotton when the season is favorable — the stalk being small, but well 
boiled ; the bolls open late. Owing to these difficulties in cultivation, and also 
to the great scarcity of water in the "Hog-bed Prairie" districts, they are but 
very thinly settled. 

748. That the latter inconvenience can, almost beyond a doubt, be obviated 
by bored wells, I have already stated (11324, if.). As to the improvement of the 
soil itself, all that has been said in general concerning the treatment of heavy 
soils (Tr402i , flf.) is applicable to it ; while as to the question of its native fer- 
tility, the following analysis gives some light. 

No. 242. Hoo-wALLOw Pbaibib Soil, from the level region east of West 
Tallahala, about three miles from the stream on the Ealeigh and Grarlandsvillo 
road, N. B. quarter T. 3, 10 E., Smith county. 

Depth : Six inches. 

Vegetation : Slender Post Oak with tattered tops ; Short-leaf Pine, and here 
and there a Spanish (_" Red") Oak. 

A very heavy clay soil, brownish gray, with minute dark brown dots of bog ore. 

The air-dried soil lost 6.833 per cent, of water at 400 deg. Fahr., dried at 
which temperature it consisted of: 

Insoluble Matter 76.758 

Potash 0.525 

Soda 0.190 

Lime 0.424 

Magnesia 0.674 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.559 

Peroxide of Iron 4.121* 

Alumina 10.059 

Phosphoric Acid 0.063 

Sulphuric Acid 0.059 

Organic Matter and "Water 5.733 

99.100 
749. This analysis represents the poorest of this class of soils, which in com- 

■*Thi3 amount is too small, an accident having happened in its determination 
— to which, also, the large aggregate loss (0.900) is owing. 
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position would seem to rank as of medium fertility. The region in which it 
was taken, is a continuation of the low, level hommock of the West Tallahala, 
which, nearer to the stream, possesses a pale, ashy soil, with a heavy clay sub- 
soil. Where the " Post Oak Prairie " occurs at a higher level, as in the country 
dividing the B Tallahala and Tallahoma, on the Paulding and Montrose road, 
the timber is more vigorous, and the soil of a more yellowish tint. The composi- 
tion of the soil analvzed approaches very closely to that of the underclay of the 
Monroe Prairie (foiB, (f), save in that it contains only half the amount of 
lime ; it is almost entirely defi:ient in vegetable matter, which accounts for its 
want of thriftiness. The adliiion of the latter is probably, next to drainage 
(14:10), and deep tillage CT503), the most essential condition of the reclamation 
of the " hog-bed " soil for profitable culture ; and the use of the calcareous marls 
of the region (ir288), would no doubt, also be found a great improvement, since 
it essentially requires stimulation. It is deficient in Phosphoric Acid, which 
might be given it as bones, or superphosphate (ir433); plaster, also, would 
probably prove of essential benefit. 

750. The wide bottom of the West Tallahala, in the region where the specimen 
of "Hog-wallow" soil was tnken, possesses a heavy "black prairie" soil, tim- 
bered almost exclusively with the Chestnut White or Basket Oak ; of great 
depth, and probably of exceeding fertility for corn at least ; it has, however, 
scarcely been tested as yet, in consequence, it is said, of the unhealthiness of the 
region, but probably equally as much on account of the absence of water, the 
Tallahala not having water even in pools for several months. As there can now 
be little doubt that even artesian bores would succeed in this region (ir325), it is 
to be hoped that these rich lands will not long remain unoccupied. 

It is on the whole but rarely that, in the region mentioned, the "hog-bed" 
soil is not found to a limited extent at least, intervening between the sandy 
ridge soils and the bottom prairies. On the upper Tallahoma, in T.4: and N. 
E. corner of T. 3, R 11 E., as also on Arehusa and Quatalya Creeks in N. % T. 
4, R. 10 E., the hog-btfd soil is but thinly represented, the sandy hills sloping 
down at once into a black prairie bottom ; and the same is the case as, in West 
Jasper, we approach the line of the Vicksburg Group (see map). This portion 
of the county I have not personally visited, but according to the best accounts 
I have, the sandy Long-leaf Pine ridges are there interspersed with strips of 
black prairie along the streams ; which in its intermixture with the sandy hill 
soil, forms small bodies of very fertile land. 

751. Bartt Jasper I have not visited : it is said to correspond 
dosely, on the whole in its agricultural features to the western 
portion at the corresponding points of the formations, so that a 
general similarity of character is found in a N. W. and S. B. direc- 
tion (see map). 

On both sides of the Paulding ridge (11651, ff ), the lands are, for a mile or 
two, of the yellow loam character, until we descend to the level, first of the 
"hog- wallow", and then of the "black" prairie. Near Garlandsville, on the 
extreme heads of the Suanlovey and East Tallahala (T-88), there is quite an 
extensive tract of calcareous prairie, both of the " black " and " bald " character; 
which is here, as in S. E. Mississippi generally, termed "shell prairie" in contra- 
■distinction to the " Post Oak" or •' Hog- wallow" prairie. In the bottom of the 
Suanlovey, there are sometimes, where the upland prairie approaches the creek 
closely, tracts of a few hundred acres, of jet black prairie soil, two to three feet 
deep, and characterized by a growth of large Sweet Gum, Ash, Elm, Cottonwood, 
Maple and Water Oak ; which, though no doubt profusely fertile, has hardly beea 
tested yet. The upland prairies, also, are miich praised ; it is said that on the 
bald prairies, where the white ''shell rock" (1208), is near the surface, cotton 
"rusts "; this is, no doubt, to be considered as having received an overdressing of 
marl, and its defects will be remedied in a like manner (if 460) — simply, perhaps^ 
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fey turnipg down a green crop. The uplands on whiphGarlandsville is situated,, 
haye. mostly a sandy soil, timbered chiefly with Post Oak and Pine (Long- and 
Shortrleaf); in places, hpw:ever, it has a good loam foundation, and other Oaks,, 
with Hickory, set in. The higher ridges possess a soil similar to that of the- 
Tallahoroa ridges (1[651). No prairies seem to occur north of Garlandsville. 

762. Clarke and Wayne. — The northern portion of Clarke 
county, outside of the limits of the Jackson Group (see map), and 
especially east of the Chickasawhay, bears essentially the character 
of the Long-leaf Pine Region, so far as I have seen ; differing little, 
in this respect, from the adjoining portions of Lauderdale (lb50).. 
In T. 4, R. 16 E., the detritus of the chert, sandstones and clay- 
stones of the Silicious Claiborne Group (If 1 89, 190'), is often 
largely diffused through the soil, without influencing in any sensible 
degree its producing powers. Occasionally, also, we find tracts 
possessing a pretty good loam foundation, with a growth of upland 
-Oaks, Black Gum and Short leaf Pine (1[649). 

The bottoms are not very wide, possess light soils, on which the Star Anise 
("Stinking Bush" — IlUcium Floridanum), and the Calico Bush, or Sheep 
Laurel {Kalmia latifolia) are abundant. A few miles north-west of Quitman 
we see one of those sandy ponds or marshes, which further south become so 
abundant, covered with a sward of long grass, and a thick undergrowth of the 
Candleberry or Myrtle {Myrica CaroUnmsis) and Bay (^Magnolia glauca). 
"Within about four and a half miles of Quitman on the Enterprise road, there is 
a tract of Pine Hills not differing very obviously in its timber from the rest, but 
possessing, under ten to twelve inches of ashy soil, a deep orange-colored 
subsoil, which is quite heavy, and if turned up would no doubt greatly improve, 
the soil for cultivation ; the marls of the Quitman neighborhood would, also, 
in thia case, be freely used. 

753. The Chickasawhay River in N. Clarke rarely shows much first bottom; 
its. banks are generally high and steep, breaking off from a level hommock, whose 
total width varies from one to two miles, and sometimes more ; it is generally 
timbered, prevalently, with Oaks, especially White Oak, mixed variously with 
Black Oak, Sweet Gum, Cherry, Hickory, some Bottom Pine (P. taeda), and 
Bottom White Pine. The soils, as may be supposed, are prevalently light 
( If 343), but produce well — in favorable seasons, as much as a bale per acre may 
b? raised ; as for instance, near Quitman, where the soil is somewhat heavier 
than iisual, and when plowed wet will readily pulverize on drying. The gray 
soil generally possesses, at the depth of ten to fifteen inches, a good yellow loam 
subsoil, which is underlaid by loose sand at some three to four feet, and is there- 
fore well drained ; deep plowing and the copious use of the marls of the region 
(1289, ff.), will sustain these soils for a long time. 

754. Southward of Quitman, we again find Pine Hills with an inferior soil ; 
the presence of the marls (which frequently crop out in the streams — 1290), 
being recognized only by the growth of " Poplar ", Crab Apple, etc., on the 
lower hillsides and ravines. This aspect of the country continues with little 
•hange until, on the S, side of Coonupy Creek, we enter upon the prairies of the 
territory of the Jackson Group (irl96 ; 209, ff.). 

The prairies which form plateaux or level ridges between the water courses, 
possess some peculiar features. The smaller portion only is really bare of 
timber, with only occasional clumps of Crab Apple and Honey Locust ; their soil 
is usually much lighter than the soil timbered chiefly with sturdy Post Oak and 
Short-leaf Pine, thickly hung with Long Moss, and accompanied by an under- 
growth of Crab Apple, Wild Plum, etc., which forms the greater part of the 
tract. It is a very heavy soil, producing, in rainy times, a fearfully tenacious 
mud ; the black surface soil is 6 to 12 inches deep, then comes an equally heavy 
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deep orange-tinted subsoil ; and beneath this, at variable depths (3 to 10 feet), 
wbite, and generally clayey marls, resembling those of the McNutt Hills (ir282). 

Both kinds of soil produce finely, but that of the open prairie is safer and 
more easily tilled. The other seems to stand intermediate, as it were, between 
the true black prairie soil and that of the " Hdg-wsUow " prairie, into the latter 
of. which, further S., it shows a gradual. transition. The sandy marls of Suck 
Craek and Trotter's plantation (iy210, ff.). would, no doubt, be found a great 
improvement on this soil, and like that of Garland's Creek (11210 ; 292), are, to 
be considered a general manure, applicable to almost all soils. 

In the absence, thus far, of a more special investigation of the properties of 
these soils, I reler the agricultural reader, for the present, to what has been said 
concerning the treatment of heavy soils in general (if 402 1 ), and of the Monroe 
Prairie soil (ir549, tf.). in particular. The main body of these lands lies S. of 
Garland's Creek, Gen- Trotter's plantation (11211) being near its southern limit; 
another body or succession of patches, however, extends eastward between 
Coonupy and Garland's Creek, for a considerable distance. With the lands 
lying W. of the Chickasawhay, I am not personally acquainted ; they are said to 
correspond in general, in a N. W. and S. E. direction, to those on the E. side ; 
although there is less prairie. 

755. On the slope towards the Chickasawhay, near Trotter's plantation, there 
generally is near the hilltops a terrace of about 6 to 10 feet, above the praiiie soil 
proper; on this we find red claj stone with fossils (ir212), and a heavy soil 
resembling the " Hog-bed " soil, timbered with lank Post Oak and Short-leaf Pine, 
Black Gum, and occasionally some Hickory ; it forms a level terrace, elevated 
70 to 80 feet above the river, into which it falls off in. steep blufl's (if212). A belt 
of this land, 2 to 3 miles wide, intervenes between the prairies of S. Clarke, 
just described, and the hilly but in part very fertile country of the territory of 
'the Vicksburg Group (see map), in Wayne county, which is interspersed with 
small patches of upland prairie, especially in its southern portion ; and also 
possesses a variety of productive " mulatto " and " hommock " soils, resulting 
from the intermixture of the calcareous materials with the light surface soils, 
which by themselves alone, on the tops of the ridges, are indifferent, or abso- 
lutely poor. Hence the hommock of the Chickasawhay, and the slopes of the 
ridges towards the same, are very fine and safe soils, especially for cotton ; and 
th.aaame is true of the bottoms, hommocks and hillsides on the smaller streams, 
both E. and W. of the Chickasawhay ; and the abundance of fine marls found 
in this region (ir229 ; 294, ff.), insures the continuance of their productiveness. 
The fertile hommock terminates, however, in the latitude of Waynesboro', near 
Dr. E. A. Miller's (ir229). Thence southward both the river hommock and 
the uplands assume the character of the Long-leaf Pine Region, as will be 
aoticed hereafter. On the Buckatunna, which [ have not personally visited, 
the condition of things, at corresponding points, seems to be the same as on the 
Chickasawhay. 

75b. Waters op the Central Prairie Region. — The gener- 
alities given in the Geological Report (1319 to 325), in regard to 
the waters of the formations occup^'ing this region, are sufficiently 
expressive of the fact, that on the whole it is. thus far, but poorly 
supplied with that essential fluid, except where sand ridges exist. 
Ifetural springs are scarce or wanting; the water (when any is 
obtained) of dug wells of moderate depth, is very generally mineral, 
and either — as at Canton — undrinkable — or at least, too strong 
for daily use ; such being especially the case where, instead of 
being simply limy, the water is derived partly or wholly from 
lignitic clay strata, which impart to it magnesian salts— the constant 
and daily use of which, is, of course, highly debilitating and 
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injurious to health. ' It is not, therefore, without good reason that, 
so long as deep bored wells have only been attempted, cisterns 
should be so very generally in u?e. 

Without entering into lengthy detail I can add but little to the generalities 
given in the place a,bove quoted. On the territory of the Jackson Group (see 
map), when there are no Orange Sand ridges sufficiently extensive to furnish 
freestone wells, no water is generally obtained until we reach the underlying 
lignitic strata, whose waters are always more or less mineral and particularly, 
magnesian. 

757. The undrinkable saline waters of shallow wells at Canton have already 
been noticed ; the city of Jackson, also furnishes a good example of the conditioa 
of things in this region. Cisterns are chiefly used, although water can be 
abundantly obtained in wells, especially in the western part of the town — there 
being, however, a great variety of composition. Thus, Mr. H. E. Sizers' well 
(100 feet deep) is a chalybeate (containing Bicarbonate of Iron) with but a small 
amount of Chloride of Magnesium and a little Common Salt ; very little Lime, 
no Sulphates ; some odorous bituminous matter. 

A well at Mrs. Nichols' residence, West Jackson, yields strong sulphur water. 

A singular trio of wells is situated on the property of Capt. A. Mizell, in the 
hommock of Dry Creek. One of these, which has already achieved for itself 
some reputation, and has become a favorite resort for the inhabitants of Jackson 
and neighborhood, is 23 feet deep, the water being obtained in a bed of marl 
(No's 4 and 5 of Sec. 27, p. 131) ; it is of great strength, and the qualitative 
analysis (first made by Prof. Riddell) gave the following result : 

Bicarhonate of Lime and Magnesia, largely. 

The Sulphates and Chlorides (seemingly in about equal proportions) of 

Magnesia, largely. 

Potash, 

lAnne, 

Soda. 

(The bases being named in the apparent order of their prevalence). Besides 
these, there are small quantities of 

Silica, 

Free Carbonic Add. 

The other well (of the same depth, and about 40 yards distant from the first), 
whose water was obtained below the shell-bed, in bluish sandy clay (No. 3 of 
the section quoted above) contains the Sulphates of 

Alumina, 

Lime, 

Magnesia, 

Potash, ^ 

Soda, 
And a smaller proportion of the Chlorides, probably of the latter four. 

The water of this well is somewhat weaker than that of the first well, but 
nevertheless a strong astringent, and has an acid reaction ; while the former is 
purgative, and its reaction alkaline. When the two waters are mixed, they 
become turbid, the Alumina of the "Alum water" being precipitated. 

A third well, dug about 60 yards from either of the former, found no water in 
the lignitic clays at 26 feet ; freestone sipage-water, however, comes in from 
above, and the well exhales at its mouth a strong order resembling naphtha, or 
coal gas. 

758. The waters of the Mississippi Springs* and of Cooper's Wells, though 

*The site of Cooper's Well, as given on the map, is in reality that of the 
Mississippi Springs. The Wells are situated two miles S. of the point given, 
on N. E. 1^ S. 35, T. 4, R. 2 W. 
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originating in the gray clays and sandstones of the Grand Grulf Group (ir230, ff.), 
may find their place here, where readers will expect to see them mentioned. 
The water of the Mississippi Springs, (which is^ue at the foot of a ridge composed 
of white and partly "rottin" sandstones — 11233; 241), are impregnated with 
Sulphuretted Hydrogen ; they do not seem to contain much solid ingredient. 

The principal; one of Cooper's Wells (both situated, within 50 yards of each 
other, at the foot of a narrow, steep ridge composed of white sandstone alternating 
with semi-indurate, grav, sandy clay) a little over 100 feet deep, is du^ chiefly 
in sandstones alternating with ledges of gray clay. The water, a very strong 
one (105 grains of solid matter per gallon), is a saline chalybeate, which 
according to Dr. Lawrence Smith's analysis (Wailes' Report, p. 295) contains 
as its , chief ingredients the Sulphates ot Lime, Magnesia, Soda, and Alumina 
(named in the order of their prevalence), with smaller amounts of the Chlorides 
of Sodium, Calcium and Magnesium ; of Peroxide (and Bicarbonate) of Iron, 
Silica, Crenate of Lime and Sulphate of Potash ; with some free Carbonic Acid. 

The reputation of this water is already very extensive, and as a pleasant and 
healthful place of resort. Cooper's Wells vie with any in the Southwest. 

Tlie water of the other well is powerfully impregnated with Sulphuretted 
Hydrogen, being a " white Sulphur" water. Its fixed ingredients have not 
been investigated ; it contains much less of these than the chalybeate well. 

A iew shallow wells at Jackson possess freestone water, or nearly so. In 
some (as in one dug by Capt. L. Julienne) no regular stream of water has beea 
struck at 100 feet and more. 

759. The mineral waters of the Brandon neighborhood will be mentioned in 
connection with the Long-leaf Pine Region (11797, ff.). Wells with saline and 
sometimes fetid waters occur more or less, in N. Rankm, Scott, N. Smith, and 
Jasper, as has been mentiond ; but no prominent mineral water is known to me 
as occurring on the territory of the calcareous Tertiary, until we reach the 
waters of the Chickasawhay, where we find a number of minerial springs, partly 
saline, partly chalybeate and sulphureous; thus neai- Enterprise ; in the bed of 
Suanlovey Creek, near Garlandsville, where there is a strong " white Sulphur " 
spring, yielding a copious supply of water, which may contain other important 
ingredients also ; and about a mile S. of Quitman, Clarke county. The latter 
(" Smith's Spring ") has attained some note in the neighborhood ; a quantitative 
analysis (made by myself, in 1855) showed it to contain essentially the Bicar- 
honates and Sulplmtes of Potash and Lime, with small amounts of Magnesia 
and Common Salt. The water has a reddish tint, owing to some organic matter 
(Crenic Acid ?) held in solution by the potash. It is slightly impregnated with 
Sulphuretted Hydrogen. 

At Quitman (irl94), and on the territory of the calcareous Claiborne Group 
generally, shallow wells obtain water, more or less limy, in the tertiary sands 
and marls (111901- ff.) ; as also, on the sand ridges, freestope water in the Orange 
Sand (1175, ff.). The latter condition of things also obtains at Garlandsville, 
where excellent freestone water is obtained ir. wells on the sand ridge, before 
reaching the white marl or " prairie ", as it is here called, which lies 35 to 40 
feet beneath the surface (ir208). 
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THE LONG-LEAP PINE REGION. 

EMBBACINa MOST OF THE TeKMIORY GIVEN ON THeMaP AS OconPlBD BT THE 

Grand Gulp GROtrp-(ir230), lying South ofthe "Central Prairie Region", 
(ir721 to 759), East op the "Southern River Counties", (U674: to 720), 

AND not included WITHIN THE "SeA-COAST COUNTIES" (11804 ; 884). 

760. Extensive as is the district circumscribed as above, it ex- 
hibits, nevertheless, a great uniformity of character both in its 
surface conformation, its soils, and its vegetation ; and its promi- 
ent traits may bebriefly stated. The surface is generally undula- 
ting, not unfrequently hilly, especially where the uplands fall off 
towards the larger water-courses ; between these, however, we 
frequently find dividing plateaus or table-lands, which are but 
gently undulating or almost level — such being the case more 
especially where the Orange Sand formation, (which forms the 
surface of the whole region — ir77) is composed only of pervious 
sand with no water-shedding strata, in consequence of which, most 
of the rain-water sinks into the ground, instead of (as elsewhere) 
washing out deep valleys and ravines. The surface soil of the 
uplands is almost throughout, very sandy — partly pebbly or inter- 
mixed with coarse sand, or, more generally, a fine, grayish- white, 
" ashy " material, very silicious aud unretentive. The depth of tljis 
soil varies, on the dividing plateaus of Simpson and S. Smith, for 
instance, from 10 to 18 inches, at which depth it is generally 
underlaid by a yellow sandy loam ; at times, when the land is very 
poor, by the strata of the Orange Sand directly. 

761^. The prominent forest tree of the region is the Long-leaf 
Pine— (Pinws australis Micx, P. palustris L.), wliich ijear its borders, 
occupies only the higher ridges (T"ij48), but gradually descends until 
we find it on the very verge of the bottoms, although it very rare- 
ly occurs in the latter themselves. It is accompanied, in the 
uplands, by the Post Oak and Black Jack (either or both), and 
almost invariably, especially on the hillsides, by some Black Gum 
(Nyssa multijlora) ; also, most generally, by some Dogwood 
( Cornus jlorida) . 

761^. The frequency, size and shape of these concomitant trees 
(as well as, though less markedly, that of the Long-leaf Pine itself), 
mark the variations in the fertility of the soil where, as in the 
most southerly portion of the region, the Short-leaf Pine {Pinus 
rigida) is absent. In its northern portion, however, the partial 
or entire replacement, on the ridges, of the Long-leaf Pine by the 
Short-leaved species, is the most common intimation of an improve- 
ment of the soil, which generally consists in the nearer approach 
to the surface, of the sandy loam subsoil before mentioned. In 
this case, simultaneously, the Black Jack and Post Oak increase 
in frequency and improve in aspect, and the Spanish (" Red ") and 
Scarlet (" Spanish ) Oaks also often appear ; aud it is chiefly in 
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patches of this character, which vary from a few acres to several 
sections in extent, that in the Long-leaf Pine Region, we find 
settlements of any extent in the uplands. Where the Long-leaf 
Pine alone prevails, the soil is generally so poor, that cuUiva;tion 
is altogether confined to the hillsides and bottoms. 

762. The latter are generally very narrow (those of Leaf River, 
Okatoma and Okahay, in S. Smith for instance, rarely exoe'editig 
I of a mile) ; on the larger streams, as on Pearl (11653, 'ff.). Leaf 
and Pascagonla (1806, ff.) Rivers, they are often skirted by hom- 
mocks of equal or greater width, inferior in fertility to the first 
bottom, but still in general superior to the Long-leaf Pine uplands. 
The soils both of the bottoms and horamocks are, of course, very 
light in general, the only exceptions known to me being the first 
bottoms of Pearl and Pascagoula Rivers, within the 8ea-Coast, 
Region (1780 ; 809). The bottoms ai-e productive, notwithstand- 
ing the great sandiness of their soil, because of the great depth to 
which the roots of plants can peaetrate in the loose material ; and 
the bottom soils of the streams which, like Strong River, the Okahay, 
Leaf River, the Tallahalas, etc., head in the Prairie region, are of 
very superior quality for some distance beyond the line of the 
formation (see map), being of a chocolate color and very light, 
and resembling not a little the Homochitto soils (1701, fi".). 

Among their timber, the Beech generally forms a very prominent ingredient ; 
^besides, the Magnolia Q3t. igr.andiflora) the Bottom Pine (P. taeda) and Blaelc 
■Gum are rarely wanting, the undergrowth being formed by Witch Hazel, Galico 
Bush {Kaltnia latifolia), Star Anise {llUcium jhridamiln?) wiriOuB species of 
Black Haw {Viburnum), Bay QMagnoUa ghuca), Bay Galls (Lautits Garoli- 
-neniis), etc. 

763. The herbaceous vegetation and undergrowth Of the Long- 
leaf Pine Region is hardly iless characteristic than the timber. 
Whenever the regular burning of the woods, such as practiced by 
the Indians, has not been superseded by the irregular and wastefol 
practice of the later settlers, the pine forest is almost destitute of 
shrubby undergrowth, and during the growing season appears like 
a park, whose long grass is often very beautifully interspersed with 
brilliantly tinted flowers. 

The prevailing grasses are of the Brown Sedge tribe (_AndrapBgon, EriantJmi^ 
and next to these the Baniceae (grasses resembling the Millet, Paspalum, 
Panicum) in numerous species ; Agrostis juncea is highly characteristic ; and 
so, in the more southerly portion, is the curious " Toothache Grass " {Mmvxera 
aromatica). Among the flowers there are conspicuous in Spring : Ceanothus 
Americanus (" New Jersey Tea "), Tephrosia Virginica, (" Devils Shoe-string " 
— which in S. Mississippi rarely bears perfect flowers). PUox pilosa, Eedyotis 
purpurea, Bicdbech'a hirta. Coreopsis lanceolaia, Silene Virginica, Viola palmata, 
Delphinium exaltatum (the bright blue Larkspur), Penstemon pubescens, and the 
beautiful Malva Papaver, whose flowers closely resemble those of the red 
Poppy of the gardens. Somewhat later, two small species of Cassia (C. 
chamaecrista and nictitans — sometimes called Sensitive Plant), Lobelia glandu- 
losa, puberula, two species of " St. Andrew's Cross " {Ascyrum crux Andreae, 
and stqns) the white Morning glory {Ipomaea pandv,rata) &xid. a kind of wild 
Lettuce- {Eieradum Oronovii ; also Pycnanihemum UnifoUum, become very 
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prominent. Thereafter, the autumnal flora consists of many plants of the 
Sunflower tribe {Eelinvthus arigustifolius-, ocddmtalis ; Chrysopsis sericea, 
mariana, etc.) ; of I he Golden Rods {Solidago odora, cdtissima, leptocephala), 
many species of Aster (among which A. ccmeola is characteristic) ; Sericocarpus 
tortlfolius, Iliptrrpippiis ericoides; Eupatorium rotundifolium ("Wild Hoar- 
hound "),^nry.'^orum. Several species of imirjs {,L: odoratissima ("Vanilla 
Vkinl "), pyaiofitathyn, graci/is, squdrrosa, scatiosa ("Rattlesnakes Master"); 
Onaphali um margurttaceum ; and other Compositae. Numerous DesmodiaSiXiA, 
iespeciezoie, among these especially, iJesm. Marilandicum sind laevigatum ; Lesp. 
Stuvei,capituta, violarea, hi'rta. Of the Mint tribe, Monarda punctata, Syptis 
copitata, J'ycnanthmum incannm, are prominent, w'hile Qerardia pedicvlaris and 
JBerpestis nigrescevs. and sometimes Qerardia parpured, represent the Scrophu- 
larineae. The furiher we advance southward, the more numerously, various 
species of Huckleberry and Whortleberry {Vacdnium), most of which flower 
early in spring, are represented among the undergrowth ; and in the same 
manner the Gallberry {Prinoa glaber) and Candleberry {Myrica cerifera') increase 
in frequency in a southward direction, until near the Sea-Coast, they become 
fery abundant (11821 ; S24, ft. ; 831). 

764. Where strata not very perviuus to water underlie the soil at no great 
depth, wet places, terminating in little branchlets, which afterwards often sink 
into the sand, are often formed. In these " Pine hollows " we find a flora 
somewhat resembling that ol the Pjne Meadows of the Coast, such as the 
Candleberry {Myrica cerifera') Cord rush {Eriocauhn decangvlure, villas urn), the 
Yellow Star-giass {Aletris avrea), the Xyris, fingnicvla, Sundew {Drosera 
hrevifoliii), \'he Mitreola sessilifoUa, Bhexia dliosa, Eryngivm virgatum ; and 
in the southern portion, the Side-saddle Flower {Sarracenia purpurea), Pitcher- 
plant (_Sarr. variolaris), and Gallberry {I'rinos glaher). The wet, dark-col- 
ored soil, or muck, of thi se Pine hollows, is not unfrequently used for the 
improvement of lands ; and where they are not too wet, the hollows themselves 
are cultivated by preference. 

Such being, w ith a considerable degree of uniformity, the main features of the 
Long-leaf Pme Region, it becomes necessary, in describing it, to mention the 
exceptions rather than the rule. Several of the counties embraced within it, 
I have not as yet examined specially at any point, e. g., Copiah, Jones and Perry ; 
and in the rest, my explorations have thus far been by no means exhaustive. 
I shall not therefore, for the present, enter into detailed descriptions to any great 
extent, since without the corresponding analyses of soils, etc., these could not 
be of much practical import. 

765*. As we advairce westward from E. Marion county towards 
the Mississippi Eiver, we observe, up to the dividing ridge between 
tlie Aniile and Homochitto (1 6M), a pretty regular increase, in 
clayeynes:' of the subsoil, and a nearer approach of it to the surface : 
keeping pace with a preiiy steady improvement in the fertility of 
the uplands, and a giadual change of the forest growth as above 
described, to that ot the .Southern River Counties. 

The Oaks become more frequent, and are joined by the Spanish (" Red ") 
Scarlet (" Span>«fe"), the (true) Red, and Black Oak, and some Hickory and 
Sweet Gum ; while the Short-leal Pine gradually becomes predominant over 
the Long-leaf, which, in E. Franklin appears only in belts or ridges, and a few 
miles W. of Meadville disappears altogether. 

7652 On the headwaters of the West Amite, in T. 5, R. 4 E., we find the 
uplands bearing a mixed growth as above described ; the surface soil, which is 
stijl sometvhat ashy, but of a pale yellow tint, is 6 to 8 inches deep ; below it 
lies a good j ellow loam (almost always containing some " black pebble " — 11387), 
which is suflBciently heavy to be improved by the admixture of sand, as has 
been experienced. Such land (e. g., near the plantation of Jos. Coten, Bsq.J 
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produces about 705 lbs. of seed-cotton per acre, and lasts pretty well. This 
region is remarkable for the frequent occurrence, both in uplands and bottoms, 
of white, "crawflshy" tracts; characterized as usual by a Huckleberry and 
Post Oak growth in the uplands, where it is very poor, the cotton running to 
weed without boiling. The white bottom soil, however, characterized by an 
admixture with the usual bottom growth of the region, of Bottom Pine and 
Water Oak, and the absence of the Magnolia, produces a small, but well boiled 
cotton stalk, but is entirely unsuited to corn, as is equally the case in the 
uplands. This land, of which considerable bodies are said to occur lower down 
the stream, certainly requires drainage in the first instance, and vegetable matter 
in the second ; what may be its other necessities, analysis will probably show 
(T660, ff.). The prevalent, chocolate-colored bottom soil of the Amite closely 
resembles that of the Homochitto (11711, ff.) and is very productive. 

766. Thence eastward to Summit, and from Summit towards Holmesville, 
the " Pine Hills " character becomes more and more predominant ; the Hickory, 
the Short-leaf Pine, the Spanish {"Bed") Oak become Jess frequent, and the 
country more hilly. At Summit, where a good deal of stout Post Oak, with 
occasionally a Spanish (" Bed ") and {tme) Red Oak, still mingles with the Pine, 
the ashy surface soil is 7 to 9 inches deep, and beneath it lies a good (so far as 
its physical properties are concerned — HolO, ff.) yellow loam subsoil, several 
feet in thickness, resting on a sandy hardpan. 

Analyse-i of the soil and subsoil of the pine uplands, taken at Summit, gave 
the following result : 

No. 218. PiME Upland Soil, from Summit, Pike county. 

Depth : Nine inches. 

Vegetation : Long-leaf Pine ; Post, Spanish (" Bed "), and (frue) Red Oaks. 

Somewhat ashy ; color yellowish-butf. 

The soil, saturated with moisture at 69.1 deg. Pahr., lost 4.106 per cent, of 
water at 400 deg., dried at which temperature it consisted of: 

Insoluble Matter (chiefly fine sand) 889:801 

Potash 0.218 

Soda 0.076 

Lime 0034 

Magnesia • 0.806 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.072 

Peroxide of Iron 2.402 

Alumina 3.783 

Phosphoric Acid 0.036 

Sulphuric Acid 0038 

Organic Matter and Water 3.446 

100.202 

767. No. 222. Pine Upland Subsoil, from Summit, Pike county. 
Bgith : Nine to twenty inches. 

Vegetation : Same as preceding. 
An orange-yellow, rather sandy loam. 

The subsoil, saturated with moisture at 69,1 deg. Pahr., lost 10,0 per cent. o. 
water at 400 deg., dried at which temperature it consisted ol : 
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Insoluble Matter (clay and fine sand) 77.931 

PoUsh '. 0.266 

Soda 0.072 

Lime 0.152 

Magnesia 0.352 

Brown Oxide of "Manganese 0.091 

Peroxide of Iron 5.456 

Alumina 11 870 

Phosphoric Acid 0.043 

Sulphuric Acid 0,035 

Water and Organic Matter.. 3.261 



99.934 

768. These analyses show, 1st. That both the soil and subsoil are considera- 
bly below the average in native fertility, t. e., the absolute amount of nutritive 
ingredients contained in them ; 2dly. That there is but a small difference in 
this respect, between the soil and subsoil ; being, neverthless, decidedly in favor 
of the subsoil, especially Tvith regard to lime, in which the surface soil is 
unusually poor. There is one important difference, however, in the retentive- 
ness of the two materials, the surface soil being defective in this particular, while 
the subsoil posse.sses the property in a degree somewhat unusual in materials 
of equal lightness. 

These facts offer very important suggestions concerning the improvelnent of 
these soils. They show that stimulant inanures (^[416), alone will be of little 
avail on this soil, which, being naturally poor, will require nutritive manures 
(ib.) to supply deficiency. They show that these manures will be but slightly 
retained in the surface soil, but powerfully so in the subsoil ; hence deep-low- 
ing and subsoihng (If 503), will be necessa!ry in order not only to increase the 
retentiveness of thestirface soil, butalso to make the subsoil accessible to the 
roots — thereby diminishing, also, the liability to injury by drouth ; thus treated, 
the land will be susceptible of profitable improvement to any extent. Without 
deep plowing, the manure will, to a great extent, be carried beyond the reach 
of plants. 

769. In stating, however, that stitnulant manures by theihselves will in 
general be of little avail on these soiIh, it is not meant to imply that the use of 
limes, and especially, of the calcareous marls of the State ■*ill not be highly 
advantageous. Lime, as has been stated, produces other hnpOrtant effects 
besides stimulation (Tr438), which will be highly biin^ficial, especially in con- 
junction with the use of the natural fertilizer of the Long-lKtf PiUe Region — 
Pine straw (concerning the use of which, see below — ^1^0, iff.) ; arid the marls 
contain other nutritive ingredients besides lime (If 444), which are very much 
needed in the " Pine Hills " soils. So far as the region immediately under con- 
sideration is concerned, the marl beds at Byram (ir223 ; 280), afford an excellent 
opportunity of obtaining a supply of that valuable fertilizer. 

770. Between Summit and Holmesville, the Pine Hills are characterized by 
an abundant growth of the Black Jack among the Pine; the soil being partly 
underlaid by the loam seen at Summit, in part directly by the reddish hardpan 
underlying the latter, which is in its turn underlaid by loose sand and pebbles, 
often causing deep washes on the slopes. At the foot of the hills, and in the 
hommock of the Bogue Ci itto (3^ to 1 mile wide), at Holmesville, we find a 
stratum of light, brownish yellow loam, 2 to 3 feet thick, which forms a fertile 
soil bearing a siout Oak and Hickory growth ; while in the lower hommock and 
bottom proper, there is a chocolate-colored, mellow .soil, unchanged for a depth of 
soma 2 feet, and of great fertility and durability ; whose timber may serve as an 
example, being the same as on the Tiingip;ihoa, East fork of Amite, and the 
larger streams of this region generally ; to- wit : Mngnolia, Sweet Gum, "Poplar", 
Sassafras, Shell-bark Hickory — all very large, stout trees ; some Beech, Horn- 
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beam, Ironwood, Black Sumach {Rhus typliina — " Staglwrn Sumach "; here 
called " White Sumach ", a name more generally given to the poisonous -B7»ms 
venenata, Yrhosn bark is really white), White, and Chestnut White Oaks and 
Holly. 

771. Eastward of Holmesville, we still find in the Pine Hills, for several 
miles a good loam subsoil, resembling that on the Bpgue Chitto, and near enough 
to the surface to be reached by the plow ; especially wherever the Black Jack 
prevails — such land being selected for cultivation by preference (irSi?^ ). But 
the nearer we approach Pearl River, the deeper becomes the ashy surface soil, 
and the narrower the bottoms of the creeks and branches — which, with the 
hillsides, are chiefly cultivated. 

The same changes in general as just described in passing through Central 
Pike and Franklin counties, are said to occur to' the northward and southward 
of that line in Amite, and in Lawrence and Jefferson ; save that while Korth 
Pike, for instance, is quite hilly and broken, the southern portion of the county 
becomes less and less undulating, gradually passing into the level country bor- 
dering on the Louisiana lakes, and resembling that of middle Hancock (ir873, ff.). 
Amite county seems to be about equally divided, in its east and west halves, 
between Long-leaf Pine Hills and loam lands like those of West Franklin. Of 
E. Jefferson, W. Lawrence, and Copiah, I know but little from personal observa- 
tion ; but from what I have heard, changes of soil corresponding to those just 
described, occur there also, on the same meridian, or a little further east. 

772. East of Pearl Uiver, in the Long-leaf Pine Eegion proper, 
cultivation is thus far, with few exceptions, confined chiefly to the 
bottoms and second bottoms or hommock, whose greater or less 
width at present determines the availability of the region for 
agricultural purposes. 

The Short-leaf Pine and Oak uplands intervening, in S. Hinds, between the 
Long-leaf Pine Hills of popiah and the Prairie Region, have already been 
described (11729, ff). Similarly we find, in S. Rankin, the Long-leaf Pine 
reaching only to within seven miles south of Brandon, the intermediate region 
being hilly, timbered with Short-leaf Pine, Post, Black Jack, Spanish {"Red"') 
and Scarlet ("Spanish") Oaks, and of inferior fertility. On the waters of 
Steen's Creek, there is quite a variety of upland soils, resembling in part, those 
of S. Hinds (11729), partly bearing a " Flatwoods " aspect (11561, ff.), being 
immediately underlaid by, and formed of, the gray clays and sharp sand- 
stones of the region (1124:1). These " Flatwoods " are quite productive at 
some points, e. g., on the main Steen's Creek, near Dr. H. C. Evans', at others, 
where they bear Huckleberry bushes, extremely poor. The hilly, sandy, yel- 
low loam region intervening here between them and Pearl River hommock has 
already been referred to (11732), and generalities concerning the hommock bot- 
tom lands of Pearl River havebeen given before (11662, ff.). The " Pig Woods " 
of S. Rankin are generally but slightly undulating, and interspersed (as at Cato, 
and on Campbell's Creek generally), with patches of Short-leaf Pine (see above, 
1[7612- ). The creek bottoms are narrow, but productive, and their light soil 
not liable to injury by wet. 

77B. Almost throughout Simpson county, which is covered with 
Long-leaf Pine from .one end to the other, cultivation is at present 
restricted to creek and branch bottoms, and the lower hillsides ; 
affording fertile, but (outside of Pearl and Strong River hommock), 
small bodies of land, somewhat inconveniently scattered for culti- 
vation on the large scale. The hommock of Strong River (for it 
generally runs in a deep channel, and has little or no first bottom), 
not usually subject to overflow, is one to two miles wide, timbered 
R— 23 



354 AGRICULTURAL REPORT. [1774, 775, 7' 6, 77T 

prevalently with Post Oak and Bottom Pine (P. taeda), with some 
Spanish {^^ Red"), Scarlet {'^Spanish"). Black, and (true) Red Oaka, 
and Hickory. Its soil is generally light, gray, with pale yellow 
subsoil ; it is peculiarly well adapted to sweet potatoes, but also 
yielding good average crops of cotton and corn. 

The luxuriant growth of wet-meadow plants {Xyris, Eryngium, Sydrocotyle) 
in some of the fields of this flat shows a want of drainage, owing doutbless to 
the heavy gray clays ("Soap-stone"), which underlie, and crop out in the bank 
of the river near Westville and elsewhere (11240). The soil of Strong River 
Hommock seems to improve as we approach Pearl River, the fertility of whose 
bommock near Georgetown, Talley's Ferry, and Rockport, has been mentioned. 
(t662). 

774. On the Copiah side especially, the high hommock, timbered chiefly with 
upland Oaks, Bottom and Short-leaf Pine, Hickory, and Sweet Gum, often 
possesses a fine yellow loam subsoil, and has given rise to large plantations ; 
its entire width, on both sides of the river, being from three and a half to four 
miles. 

775. In the interior of the county, patches of Short-leaf Pine sometimes 
occur on the ridges (117612 ). ;„ jtg eastern portion, as near Old Hickory, P. 0., 
on the headwaters of Boycie, the Oaks and Hickory sometimes become quite 
prevalent among the Long-leaf Pine, forming moderately productive upland soils ;; 
while the bottoms are very fine, though at times (as on the Okachicama Chitto, 
and O. Iscatina, or "Big" and "Little Goodwater"), there are heavy silicioua 
soils (IT 404), requiring drainage, and destitute of vegetable matter. 

776. liower down on the Bowie, however, culrivaiion is again 
restiicted almost entirely to the bottoms and hommock, which are 
of moderate extent, but very fertile ; tlie residences being very 
generally in the hills adjoining. Mt. Carmel is surrounded by 
Lpiig leaf Pine Woods; southward of the same, however, on th& 
waters of White ?anii Qreek, in W. half T. 7, R. 19 W.. we meet 
rather unexpectedly a tract ,of uplands several miles in (xtentf 
timbered to a considerable extent with Oaks, and posse.ssing a 
subsoil of a deep orange red, sandy hardpan, which ii sevei-ai ieet 
in thickness; tlie foil produces good cotton and very fine euro, and 
lasts well. How far this land extends to the westward, 1 am not 
aware ; the dividing ridge between the Bowie White Sand possesses 
a very sandy soil. Lower down towards Pearl River, again, the 
creek bottoms only are cultivated, the uplands being Pine Hills 
possessing, in part, a good loata subsoil at a depth of eight to 

twelve inches, . , ' 

777. In. passing from Westville to Monticelto, we find, on the ridges dividing 
Silver Creek from Crooked Creek (which otherwise bear the " Pine Hill " char- 
acter), some "bald hilltops" covered with a growth of long grass arid stunted 
Long-leaf Pine, whose soil can hardly be termed any thing else than a potter's 
clay, formed out of the materials of the Grand Gulf Group (ir230. If.); and 
higher up still there appear ledges of whitish sandstone (11238). As we advance 
southward, this clay stratum seems to descend from the top of the ridge, around 
which it forms a level terrace, to^ which we come down by rather an abrupt 
descent from the sandy hill^, on the Monticello road. T'rom this terrace, which 
bears tlie same Stunted vegetation as the hilltops above mentioned, a gradual 
slope brings us down into the hommock of Pearl River (ir662), which oppo.-iite 
Monticello is about two miles wide, timbered with Bottom Pine, Sweet knd Black 
Gum, Water and Willow Oak, Elm, etc. Its soil is productive, of a pale gray 
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tint, quite light, but possesses a heavier subsoil, which will retain manure ; this 
agaiu is underlaid, at fifteen to twenty-four inches from the surface, by a loose, 
whitish, sandy material with spots of bog dre, to which, in cultivating this soil, 
it will be important to prevent the' plow from penetrating, since it could not 
thereafter sustain any improvement. 

778. The soils of Pearl Eiver flat below Monticello, are extremely variable 
(If662). North of the mouth of Silver Creek they are generally underlaid, at 
depths varying from eighteen inches to six feet, by tenacious gray clay, which is 
seen in the beds of the branches. This condition of things fre(|uently superin- 
duces a great lack of drainage, and we find numerous wet, "crawflshy" spots 
and tracts, the surface soil being quite light, but its character variable on account 
of the drainage. It is best where it is underlaid by yellowish loam subsoil, and 
not by white bog ore materials. - i , 

Between Silver and Green's^ Creek, the drainage is less defective, and a good 
loam subsoil generally underlies, which even forms bluffs — e g , at the mouth of 
White Sahd Creek. South of Green's Creek, the gray impervious clays again 
approach nearer to the surface, until, at Mr Barnes', place flf299), they rise in 
high bluffs on the opposite bank of the river. The soil of the horamoek is 
nevertheless very sandy, especially near the river, where it is most productive — 
and elevated, usually, about twenty feet above low water. 

779. It seems that between Columbia and Monticello, 'the greater part of the 
flat is generally on the east side of the river, the hills sloping off into it rather 
gradually-; while on- the west side the ridges approach within a short distance 
from the bank, reaching it at Barnes' White Bluff (ir299.). Lower down we 
find' it two hundred to three hundred yards back, but then ascending, very 
steeply, and forming, at the '^Eed Bluff" (ifSOl), the highest point, probably, 
within sight of Peirl Riv«r, in its whole course— at two hundred and fifty, but 
probably nearer three hundred, feet above the water, and affording a very exten- 
sive prospect over Marion and East Lawrence. At the foot of the deeply colored 
walls of the sand and pebble deposits, which form the upper portion of this bluff, 
there issue numerous springs, which, united into a lively creek, form a succes- 
sion of cascades in a narrow channel excavated in the gray clays, on the densely- 
wooded hillside, do-svn to the river level; while on the summit, the LoDg-leaf 
Pine forest extends to the brink of the bluff. Taking all this, with the oppor- 
tunity for fishing and boating afforded by the river, few spots in Mississippi 
unite as many natural elements for a pleasant summer residence or place of 
resort. A mineral spring, likewise, is said to exist in the -neighborlfood. 

780. With the region between Barnes' and Coluinbia.,1 am not 
acquainted. Below' Columbia, the soils of the hommock become 
still more sandy and sometimes acid, approaching in character those 
of Chickasawtiay and Pascagbula ill the Same latitude (1809), 
though generally more productive ; they vary in belts' running 
parallel to the tributaries (1662), I have collected the soils of this 
region with considerable care a,nd detail, but as yet none of them 
has been analyzed— the timber,, above Spring, .Cot,ta,ge P. 0., 
generally consists of Bottom Pine, Water, Willow. and Spanish 
{'•Red") Qiks, and more or less Sweet- Gum -and- Hickory, accord- 
ing to the "quality Of the I'a'tids. , ' ■; 

The ridges forming Burnetts Bluff arid others in that ineighbor- 
Lood throw thahoxnmock and .bottom, (wbich Wgin^ here, as also 
does the Live- Oak), on. the. Louiiiaua. sidert-as is mostly^^ithe case 
south of the -base line ; the dividing ridge between Pearl and 
Hnbolochitioi-running quite close to the former stream. 

The first fcotforo now becomes of considerable width ; in the northern portion 
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of T. 2, EK. 17 and 18 A¥., near Mr. Tate's, it is on the Mississippi side, about 
a mile wide ; and its soil, like that of the Pasoagoula in the same latitude (1809), 
is quite heavy — timbered with a very large growth of Sweet Gum, Shell-bark 
Hickory, Water, Spanish (" Reel "), Chestnut White and Black Oaks, Holly, 
Ironwood, Hornfeeam, some Mulberry and Magnolia. A very productive soil 
not as difficult to till as its aspect would lead one to anticipate ; but on account 
of its heaviness crops are often belated by the overflows. 

The hills skirting the hommock at Spring Cottage P. 0., (James Ford's), 
possess a sandy soil, somewhat resembling that of the Tallahala ridges 
(ir647, ff.), but here timbered with tall, graceful Willow Oaks, mixed with some 
Spanish (" Bed") Black, and {true) Red Oaks, and Hickory. The soil is fertile 
but does not last long ; it forms a very narrow belt along the Pine Hills of the 
interior, in which near this point the Short-leaf Pine (P. rigida), is seen for the 
last time, as we approach the coast. 

South of Spring Cottage P. 0., the Long-leaf Pine descends into the river 
hommock, and the uplands, though sometimes still interspersed with patches of 
loam soil, gradually approach in character the Pine Hills of the Bay St. Loais 
(T[866). About four miles north of Habolocliitto bridge, there is a sudden 
descent, which at once brings us into the Pine flat of the coast (TTSTi, ff'.). 

781. We now return to Bast Simpson county (ir755). The soil of Okatoma 
Bottom, east of Old Hickory P. 0., is light gray or white, powdery, with a sub- 
soil still lighter, yet possessing a fine bottom growth. Its hommock, also, has 
a very light soil, but containing more vegetable matter, and quite productive. 

Smith county, south of the line of the Vicksburg Group, as given on the 
map, is likewise entirely of the Pine Hill character. The country dividing the 
streams bears the character of plateaus or table-lands rather than of ridges, is 
not, on the whole, very hilly ; but the soil is inferior, and cultivation confined 
chiefly to the bottoms, hommocks, and lower hillsides ; though occasionally we 
find here, also, patches of Short-leaf Pine on the ridges, denoting a better soil — 
as is also the case .where the Black Jack appears in force amid the Long- leaf 
Pine. 

782. The soil specimens, of which analyses are given below, were taken on 
the level Pine lands dividing the Okatoma from Okahay, in the N. lo of T. 10, 
R. 16 W., Smith county,, and were selected with the special object of obtaining a 
fair average sample of soil and subsoil of these uplands. 

No. 206. Pine Hill Soil, from N. )4 T. 10, R. 16 W., Smith county. 
Depth: Five inches. 

Vegetation : Chiefly Long-leaf Pine ; some scattered Post Oak, Black Jack, 
and small Hickory. 

An ashy soil, of a pale hvff tint. The soil, saturated with moisture at 67.6 
deg. Fahr., lost 2.484 per cent, of moisture at 400 deg. Fahr.; dried at which 
temperature, it consisted of : 

Ipsoluble Matter (as above) 93.257 

Potash 0.259 

Soda 0.065 

Lime 0.129 

Magnesia 0.180 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.146 

Peroxide of Iron 1.251 

Alumina 2.356 

Phosphoric Acid 0.030 

Sulphuric Acid 0.024 

Organic Matter and Water 2.330 



100.497 
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783. No. 212. Pine Hill Subsoil, from the same locality as the pieceding. 
Depth : Five to eleven inches. 
Veyetation : Same as the preceding. 
A pale yellow, sandy loam. — Not yet analyzed. 
No. 209. Pine Hill Usdee-Subsoil, from same locality. 
Depth : Eleven to eighteen inches. 
Vegetation : Same as the preceding. 
An m-ange-colored loam, heavier than the preceding. 

The loam, saturated with moisture at 67.6 deg. Fahr., lost 7.691 per cent, of 
moisture at 400 deg. ; dried at which temperature, it consisted of : 

Insoluble Matter (clay and fine sand) 83.030 

Potash 0.485 

Soda 0.061 

Lime 0.073 

Magnesia 0.519 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.153 

Peroxide of Iron 4.145 

Alumina 8.871 

Phosphoric Acid 0.022 

Sulphuric Acid ; 0.021 

Water and Organic Matter , . ., 3.117 



100.497 
784. These analyses show very important differences to exist between the 
surface soil and the underlying loam, the latter being not only calculated to 
improve the former in its physical properties (11504, ff.), as shown by the larger 
amount of moisture which it absorbs, but also much richer in several of the 
important nutritive elements ; so that, if at the surface, it would constitute a 
soil of average fertility. The stratum analyzed, it is true, lies mostly below 
the reach of the plow, but the subsoil proper (No. 212), is manifestly but the 
transition from the surface soil to the orange-colored loam, being intermediate 
in character. 

Here also, therefore, deep plowing is indicated as the first step towards the 
improvement of these lands ; it will increase not only the retentirenes, but 
also the native fertihty of the soil, by mixing with it a more fertile subsoil. 
The chief deficiencies of the soil thus formed will be in phosphoric and sul- 
phuric acids, and lime ; also soda. Superphosphate of lime would seem, 
therefore, to be the manure specially indicated ; but the soil, after being rendered 
retentive by the admixture of its subsoil, will bear almost any improvement, 
save that merely stimulant manures (11416), will be of little avail on it. — The 
loam stratum being rarely more than 3 to 4 feet thick, and then underlaid by 
loose sands, the land may in general, be considered as being naturally under- 
drained. Where the Post Oak, Black Jack, and Hickory prevail to any extent, 
this loam may generally be expected to be within ayailable distance of the 
surface ; but where the Long-leaf Pine alone, with stunted Black Gum and 
Dogwood, is to be seen, the ashy surface soil (No. 206), generally extends to 
the depth of 12 to 18 inches, and is then often underlaid only by arid sand. 
Such soils will bardly pay for improvement on the large scale ; they require to 
be " made " altogether, and in analogy to the sea-coast hommocks, this might 
perhaps be best done by the joint application of lime or marl, and vegetable 
matter, where (as near R. R. Stations) the value of the land is such aS to render 
similar improvements practicable. It must be rememberedj however, that in 
these cases, nutritive manures (IT 416), alone can be relied on for permanent pro- 
ductiveness. 
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785. The bottomand second bottom of Okahay* in S. Smith, though narrow 
(rarely much exceeding J^ mile) is very fertile, its soil differing considerably 
from that of Okatoma — though light, and with occasional white "crawflshy " 
spots, it is generally of a full brownish gray tint, and bears a heavy growth of 
White and Chestnut White Oak, with Beech, Hickory, Sweet Gum, Water 
Oak, Magnolia, etc. The soil is evidently influenced as yet by the prairie region 
in which the stream heads (ir738) ; and the same is true of Leaf River bottom 
near, and above Taylorsville, which possesses a growth similar to that of the 
Okahay, just mentioned ; being from )^ to % mile in width. These bottoms 
are, of course, subject to overflow, but the lightness of their soil prevents this 
from forming a serious obstacle to their cultivation. The " white soils" of the 
bottom are considered as being the best adapted to cotton. 

The hommock of Leaf River, however, is far inferior in fertility to the first 
bottom. Near Kees' bridge, (S. 8, T. 1, R. 9 E.), it is elevated 3 to 4 feet above 
the latter, all on the W. side of the bottom, 1 to 1)^ mile wide, perfectly level, 
and timbered almost exclusively with Long-leaf Pine and Hickory ; its gray 
and somewhat ashy soil, (which does not change much down to 18 inches), 
yields fair crops for a few years, but then gives out entirely. It approaches in 
character to that of the hommock of the Chickasawhay and Pascagoula in 
Greene and Jackson counties (see below, and 1T804, tf.), and resembles them 
even in that the Gallberry {Prinos glaber),' appears in dense patches in its low 
spots. It seems that on lower Leaf River, , this flat or hommock gradually 
closes in upon the stream on both sides, as is the case with the Chickasawhay. 

786. Of the counties ot Jones and Perry, and the adjoining 
portions of Covington, Greene, and Marion, I know but little 
from personal observation — so far as I have seen, and according 
to all accounts I have received, the same general features as just 
recorded of Simpson and S. Smith — viz : the "Piny Woods," — 
prevail there also. 

787. The soils of S. Wayne county, outside of the hommock of 
the Chickasawhay, resemble in general those of S. Smith ; on the 
whole, perhaps, they contain rather more coarse sand, and the 
country is more level, sloping down gradually into the Chickasaw- 
hay hommock. 

The only fertile spots in these level lands are the wet " ponds ", overgrown 
with the Sweet Bay (.Magnolia glauca) Calico Bush iKalmia latifoUa) Black 
Haw (Vihurnum' — cassinoides', and others) and shrubs of the Whortleberry 
tribe ( Vaccinium, Leucothoe,' etc.). These patches, however, are very small, 
and very wet. 

The hommock proper of the Chickasawhay, above the mouthof the Bucka- 
tunna, is moderately fertile, and possesses a subsoil rendering it capable of good 
improvement ; sometimes (as at Col. Sam. Powes', S. of Winchester, it is very 
sandy, so as to resemble and assume the growth of the soils of the Tallahoma 
ridges (Tr647, fi'.). I have been informed also, that on thedividing ridge between 
the two streams, there are upland soils of rather a clayey character, and pro- 
ducing good crops. They are, perhaps, similar to those observed further S., to 
the eastward of Cross Roads P. 0. (ir807). — The soil of Buckatunna bottom, 
near the R. R. bridge, is quite heavy, of a brownish-buff color for about ten 
inches ; then becomes heavier, and of a paler tint. It is timbered with Sweet 
Gum and Short-leaf Pine. 

The soil of the second bottom, elevated 2 to 3 feet above the first and quite 
extensive, is similar, somewhat lighter, with an admixture of Oaks and Elm to 

*This stream is often, for brevity's sake, termed " Cohay " by the inhabitants 
— which name seems properly, however, to belong only to a western branch. 
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■the Cotton growth ; and though little settled at present, would seem verj 
suitable for cultivation. — 

788. Below the Buckatunna,the soil of the ChickaJsawhay hommock (whos© 
-width varies from one to three miles) seems gradually to deteriorate, and is 
-cultivated chiefly near the river banks, where it possesses a clay subsoil. The 
bottom proper is sometimes almost wanting, usually narrow ; at some points 
(as at W. P. Averas', SS. 25, and 36, T. 5, R. 6 W., Greene county), there are 
tracts of high bottom land, with a mellow and very productive soil — correspond- 
ing, no doubt, to the " second bottom " near Mr. Davis' (11809). Most of the 
■bottom, however, is low and sloughy, with heavier soils ; and it does not 
become very extensive until near and after the junction with Leaf River — t. e. 
on the Pascagoula. At and near Vernal P. 0., Greene county, the high leve^ 
river hommook is of very inferior fertility, being little difierent from that of the 
" Pine Rills " further inland ; the bottom proper is alone cultivated to any greafc 
extent. Not far below, the acid " Gallberry soil " (11804), takes almost exclu- 
sive possession of the river terrace ; aside from which, and the slopes descend- 
ing to it, Greene county, like those adjoining it, is essentially covered with Pine 
Hills — valuable chiefly for their turpentine, and pine timber. 

IMPEOYEMENT OP THE SOILS OF THE LONG-LEAP PINE REGION. 

789. The chief defects of the Long-leaf Pine soils, as demonstra- 
ted by analysis, have been mentioned in connection with the latter 
(1[766, ff ; 782, S.). We have seen that as a general thing, these 
soils are naturally poor in the nutritive ingredients of plants, and 
that, therefore, nutritive manures (11410), must be relied on for 
their improvement, provided only that the subsoil be such as ta 
give promise of sustaining that improvement (TSIO, ff.). The 
question then arises, what are the materials most accessible to the 
inhabitants of the region, and what are their respective values? 

790. Among these, in a practical point of view. Pine SxBAW^the leaves, of 
the Long-leaf Pine — deserves a prominent place, for the conyenience vf^ith which 
it can be obtained in large quantities. A great difference of opinion exists, 
however, as to its value as a fertilizer ; while some praise its effects exceeding- 
ly, others report having found it little better than useless, or even injurious. 
With a view to determining, in the first place, its intrinsic value as to the 
mineral ingredients it may furnish, the following analysis was. made. 

LoKO-LEAF Pine Straw, freshly fallen ; collected, about the first of October 
1858, on the dividing ridge between Okatoma and Okahay (11782), T. 10, R. 16 
W., Smith county. > , > 

The straw, carefully freed, by washing and beating, from adhering impurities, 
yielded 2)^ percent, of the air-dried substance, of white ash, yielding to watJer, 
besides alkalies, a good deal of causiio lime. 

The analysis of the dry ash gave the following result : 
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"Without Carbonic Acid. 

Silica, with a few grains of sand 61.071 65.242 

Potash 5.118 5.530 

Soda 0.390 0.416 

Lime 13.004 13.860 

Magnesia ■. . 4.886 5.208 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 1.577 1.681 

Peroxide of Iron 0.132 0.141 

Alumina 4.299 4.539 

Phosphoric Acid 1.083 1.154 

Sulphuric Acid 0.839 0.894 

Chloride of Potassium 1.388 1.479 

Carbonic Acid. . ., 6,328 



100.148 100.148 

791. This analysis shows the Pine Straw to contain notable quantities of all 
the mineral ingredients required by useful crops, there being a remarkable 
deficiency only of Soda. The conclusion is therefore inevitable, that by means 
of Pine Straw properly applied, we can replace the drain on the soil caused by 
crops. Taking for instance, the ingredients withdrawn from the soil by a 400 ft 
bale of cotton lint (Tr490), we shall find that the potash and phosphoric acid 
contained in the latter will be returned to the soil in about 1400 pounds of Pine 
straw, while of the other ingredients, except soda and chlorine, even a surplus 
will thus be given back. It would therefore appear that the producing powers 
of a field for cotton could be sustained, and the soil even improved, if for every 
bale of cotton raised we should return to it 14 to 1500 pounds of Pine Straw, 
and a few handfuls of common salt ; provided only, that the stalk and seed be 
conscientiously returned (1[490, if.). 

792. The replacement of the drain caused by cropping with corn, wheat, and 
oats, would require a somewhat larger amount of straw, and the addition, 
besides the salt, of 10 to 25 pounds of superplwspate of lime; while the 
replacement of the ingredients of the sweet potato, to which these soils are found 
to be best adapted, would be effected by straw with a larger dose of common 
salt than that required by cotton — say ten or twelve pounds to each ton of 
straw ; the quantity required for replacement being, however, in all the cases 
mentioned, considerably greater than in the case of cotton, when the seed and 
stalk are returned (Tr490) — it being understood in all these cases, that the 
freshly fallen straw is referred to ; for that which has lain on the ground, 
exposed to the weather for a length of time, has already lost a portion of its 
nutritive ingredients. 

793. Mode of Applying Pine Straw to Land. — A great deal of the disappoint- 
ment experienced in the use of Pine Straw, has no doubt been owing to the 
manner of its application. The analysis shows that the idea current with some, 
that Pine straw renders soils more sandy, is unfounded ; the 65 per cent, of 
silex which the ash contains, could produce no efiect of that kind in a soil con- 
taining 93 per cent, of the same (ir782). It is very evident, however, that in 
the light, unretentive soils of the Long-leaf Pine Region, raw, undecayed straw 
turned in, and that too by shallow plowing, will not be under circumstancss 
favorable to its decay, and may increase the openness of the soil to an injurious 
extent, while unable to promote its fertility by decay. The remedy, then, is 
Tery simple ; the straw must be allowed to decay, before being plowed in, on the 
compost pile ; and such substances as will promote decay, and among these 
especially lime, or calcareous marls (ir468), ashes, and the like (but not plaster 
of Paris in any large quantity) ought to be mixed with it. Pine- hollow muck, 
marsh-mud, such clays as those at Burnett's Bluff (11302), etc., will also be 
useful in composting. 
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794. The ingredients furnished by the decayed Pine straw being in an 
available or soluble condition (ir4'36), it is desirable to render the soil as retentive 
as possible, in order that these substances may remain within the reach of plants. 
Wherever there is a clay subsoil, therefore, this ought to be mixed with the 
surface sojl. This consideration would seem to afford a clue to the transient 
productiveness of the Pine Hill soils ; when first taken into cultivation, they 
often produce quite vigorously for 2 to 3 years, then suddenly give out alto- 
gether It is more than probable that this is owing to the supply of soluble 
nutriment furnished to the surface soil by the Pine straw ; and with a retentive 
soil, it would seem that the fertility of the surface layer would be constantly on 
the increase, through the annual access from the fall of leaves. But the ashy 
Pine Hill soil is unable to retain a supply of soluble nutriment greater than 
will be appropriated by a few years' crop ; what is over and above, goes to the 
subsoil and is thence once more absorbed by the roots of the Pines. 

It will be perceived, therefore, that in making use of the Pine straw as a 
manure, we can concentrate on a small space the fertility of the soil and subsoil 
of a large tr ict, which is thus collected for us by the Pines. It is manifest that 
it will be better policy for the " Piney Woods" planter, to keep one quarter- 
section in a high state of cultivation, by means of the straw collected from the 
remaining three-quarters, than to till the whole section (Tr480), exhausting the 
small supply of nutriment contained in the surface soil, within a few years. 
The Pines will bring up for him, in an available condition, the fertility of a 
subsoil stratum wliich his plow could never reach. 

I do not mean to say that such a method would be rational for all time to 
come. The withdrawal of the nutriment contained in the leaves would finally 
cause the Pines themselves to languish, by exhausting the soil. This, however, 
is centuries ahead, and it is to be hoped that before that time, a general system 
of ration il agriculture will render less important the resort to the forest leaves 
as fertilizers. 

795. Pasturage in the Pine Woods. — In their natural state, 
as received from the hands of the Indians, the Pine Woods were 
one great pasture — as, in thinly settled regions, they still are. Nor 
is it, geaerally, the rangiog of cattle which has destroyed the 
pasturage in other regions, hut simply the injudicious burning of 
the woods, at seasons when the fire would destroy not only the dry 
le ives, but also parch the heart and the roots of the grasses. It 
would seem that in a region comparatively poor in agricultural 
resources, the maintenance of pasturage should be considered a 
matter of national importance. The Swiss, being unable to culti- 
vate profitably their mountain slopes, have converted them into 
pastures ; these form the basis of their national wealth. Why 
this should not be so with the inhabitants of the Pine Woods, I 
have been unable to discover ; it is certain, however, that the 
pasturage of that region is disappearing before the fires at a fearful 
rate, and that those who heretofore have relied on the range, during 
all but a few weeks' in winter, lor the support of their cattle, will 
soon be compelled, as many are now, to raise feed for them on their 
poor soil, which, at present, will but just furnish comfortably the 
prime necessities of life for the population itself. The beautiful, 
park-like slopes of the Pine HilLi are being converted into a 
smoking desert of pine trunks, on whose blackened soil the cattle 
seek more vainly every year, the few scattered, sickly blades of 
grass, whose roots the fire has not killed. 
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796. It is not the province of this Report to suggest municipal regulations by 
■which the burning of the woods at improper seasons might be prevented, or at 
least, rendered of less general occurrence ; the evil, however, is a crying one 
to the mind of every candid observer, and the destruction of national wealth 
caused by it is so enormous as to deserve no less attention certainly, than the 
improvement of soils. However convenient and etfectual may be the baming 
of the dry gras in order to render the young growth accessible to cattle, that 
advantage is certainly purchased very dearly at the cost of its total destruction 
within a few years — a policy little better, in fact, than cutting down a fruit-tree 
for its fruit ; and which appears more especially irrational when we consider 
how easily the advantage could be reaped without incurring the enormous 
waste, by a regular system of burning at times when, as after the first autumnal 
rains, and more especially in early spring, the ground is too wet to allow of 
injury to the roots, while yet the grass and weeds may be burnt off low enough 
io serve all practical purposes, and to destroy, at the same time, the Black Jacic 
and Post Oak undergrowth, which is equally fatal to the range, with the fire 
itself. For the latter purpose, the burning in early spring, when the sap is 
rising, would be the most favorable time. 

797. Watkes op the Long leap Pine Region. — In a region of 
such vast extent, a considerable variety in the conditions of the 
supply of natural and artificial water, may be expected ; and it 
■would be tedious as well as unprofitable to rcord, in this place, 
more than the general features in this respect, of the districts 
examined. 

The streams deriving their supply chiefly or altogether from 
within the Long-leaf Pine Region, generally maintain a brisk and 
almost even current throughout the year. Even heavy rains do not, 
in general, affect them nearly as much as is the case elsewhere, 
in consequence of the grea,t perviousness of the sandy soil and 
Orange Sand strata (177), which occupy the surface of the region, 
and greatly diminish the surface waters — even so that branches 
below a certain size are rarely met with, or are very short ; because 
the water on the ridge lands sinks and then causes copious springs 
and large streams to form at once, at the foot of the hills, or where 
an impervious stratum arrests the waters ; while the hollows in 
the uplands are of a shallow, rounded form, and mostly without a 
water channel (132 ; 77). 

As remarkable instances of springs furnishing an unusually large supply of 
clear, cold water, one near Old Hickory P. 0., on S. 8, T. 10, R. 17 W., Simp- 
son county, which forms a branch of the Okachicama Chitto ; and another near 
Mr. James Wethersby's, on S. 7 or 8, T. 8, R. 20, Lawrence county, which forms 
a short branch of Crooked Creek, may be cited. Similar springs are mentioned as 
existing in Marion and Covington counties. While, however, there is no lack 
of spring water at certain levels, these are often very far below the hilltops, 
especially on the dividing ridges ; and wells require to be sunk to great depths 
to reach water. 

798. Such is more particularly the case east of the waters of Pearl River, on 
those of the Bowie, Okatoma, and Leaf River ; where the water of wells is 
generally freestone, being obtained in the colored clays of the Orange Sand 
(Tr32). In the bottoms and hommocks, however, the saline clays of Grand Gulf 
Group are often struck — thus near Jaynesville, and Leaf River (11243) ; the 
waters are then saline and magnesian (ir314, ff.). The same often happens on 

ithe Chickasawhay and Pascagoula (1T244:, ff.), yet on the whole, mineral springs 
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and wells are less frequent in this S. E. portion of the State, than in almost any 
other. A minei-al spring, pretty strongly charged with Bioarbone of Iron, with 
some Chlorides of Sodium and Magnesium, and a trace of Sulphates, occurs 
about 3 miles N. B. of Vernal P. 0., Greene county ; and near Oross Roads P. 0., 
Jackson county, similar springs are said to exist— On some of the ridges near 
Raleigh, saline waters have been obtained Cir2-7), but at the place itself, wells 
25 to 30 feet deep, find freestone water. — At Westville, wells 35 to 50 feet, in 
Orange Sacid and colored clays ; freestone water. At the saw-mill near town 
there is a mineral spring, containing Bicarbonate of Iron and a little Sulphuretted 
Hydrogen ; also a little Chloride of Magnesium and Sodium. — At Mt. Carmel, 
Covington county, wells 40 to 80 feet deep, according to position ; freestone 
water, shed by red or pipe clays (UTO). 

799. On Pearl River, however, as well as on many of its confluents, mineral 
waters are very abundant, from Jackson to Columbia. Marion county. The 
inconvenient abundance of mineral waters in the Brandon neighborhood has 
already been mentioned. They are chiefly of two kinds : 1st. Saline purgative 
waters, containing a large amount of Epsom Salt and Qypsum, with more or 
less Qlavher Salt (Sulphate of Soda) and Common Salt, and Sulphate of Potash. 
Siich are the waters of Mr. John R, Jackson (35 feet deep), Mr. Langford, and 
Judge Wm. H. Clarke (45 feet deep). The waters of Mr. Jourdan A. Jackson's 
well differ from these chiefly in containing some Bicarbonate of Soda, and a 
larger amount of Glilorides — probably in the form of Common SaZiand Chloride 
of Magnesium. 

All these waters are entirely too strong for daily use, although possessing 
valuable medical properties ; and the same is true of most of the mineral waters 
found in wells W. of the meridian of Cato, in S. Rankin county, which are 
generally of a similar character. 

800. The other class, which is on the whole much less common, is that of 
the Acid Alum waters. Of these, one already well known is that of Mr. 
Baugh's Well, in the S. part of the town of Brandon. The well is 27 feet 
deep, and the basin is in dark colored clays containing Grypsum and crust of 
Yellow Iron Ore. The water is a very strong one, so that the precipitation of 
the alumina turns the water thick; it possesses a bituminous, but not a 
sulphureous order. A qualitative analysis gave the following result : 

Su^ptoe o/ .4Zumma ("Alum"), largely, 

" " Lime (Gypsum), largely ^a saturated solution, 

" Potash, , • 

CMoiides of Sodium and Magnesium, 

Silica, dissolved in. 

Free Carbonic Acid. 

Iron, a small amount. 

The water of Mr. Holland's well, on S. 35, T. 6, R. 3 E., differs from this 
essentially in containing somewhat less of the Sulphate of Aluinirux, less 
Magnesia, but more Soda, and Potash, and Chlorine. * 

A very remarkable water of this class has been quite lately brought to my 
notice ; it occurs in a well 173^ feet deep, at Col. Danl. Allen's place, S. 2, T. 
4, R. 4 B., Rankin county — on the dividing ridge between Steen's and Richland 
Creek. It is not only powerfully astringent, but so acid with Sulphuric Acid, 
as to set the teeth on edge almost immediately. The result of the qualitative 
analysis might be thus stated : 

Sulphatis of Alumina (" Alum "), very largely, 
" " Limfi (Gypsum), 

Bisulphates of Soda and Potash, largely, 

Chlorides of Calcium and Magnesium, largely. 

Great caution will be heceSsary in the use of this water, whose strength is 
equal to that of any mixture which a physician' would be likely to prescribe to 
a patient. It is almost too strong for use in chronic cases, but would probably 
be very effectual in acute dysentery, diarrhoea, " red flux ", etc. 
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801. Further S. we find strong mineral waters, charged chiefly with EpRnm> 
Salt, Glauber's Salt and Common Salt ; generally with some Gryjjsum, and olten 
with more or less Sulphates of Alumina and lion, at Mr. T(mi, Ba-is', S 1'^, T. 
3,R.2E.; atMr Chapman's; and in the Hirper settlement, S. W. CMto. These- 
waters are so strong as to render their daily use positiveK pernicious — as is 
amply proven by their effect on those who persist in using them othei wise than 
as a medicine (ir315 ; 601). Similar waters oftentimes impregnated with 
Sulphuretted Hydrogen and bituminous matter also, exist on lower Steen's- 
Greek; and none of the well waters obtained in the gray clays or white sand- 
stones of S. W. Eankin (1[24:1), are free from these mgredieiits ; although they 
are notalways so strong a'fe'torender their use very objectionable. The population 
ought always, however, to be on their guard against the debilitating effects of 
these waters, which are especially noxious to those suffering with, or I'ecovering 
from, fever and ague. Wherever sand i-idges afford chances of freestone wells, 
these ought to be used even at some inconvenience in preference to the saline 
waters ; and cisterns ought to be considered a matter of necessity, where waters 
like Mr. Bass' are alone obtainable in wells. 

802. In W. Simpson, also, waters of this character are sometimes obtained ; 
ijut the greater prevalence of the Orange Sand renders their use a matter of 
choice. Whether or not similar waters exist in Copiah, I am not informed, 
though it is most likely. They are very abundant m Lawrence county, near 
Pearl Eiver; and especially so near Monticello, where a considerable variety 
exists ; though at the town itself, shallow wells, with almost freestone water, 
are obtained in sand, above the salty clays (Tr238). In ihis region, however, 
the waters generally contain none, or only a small amount of sulphates, the 
salts present being almost entirely chlorides and bicarbonates. Hence it is, 
probably, that effects on health by their use are not nearly as frequently peiceived. 

The water of " St. Andrews' Well " (35 feet deep), on S. 29, T. 7, R. 11 E., 
about one mile S. of Monticello, showed the loUowing composition ; 
Chloride of Sodium, Magnesium, and Potasium, largely, 
Bicarlonates of Soda ?, Maynesia, Lime, 
Small amounts of Chloride of Calcium, 
Pwto-carhonateoi /ro»,| ^^^^ .^ ^^j^^;^^ ^^ j,^.^^ ^^^^^.^ ^^.^_ 

Almnina. 

This water is of considerable strength. The water of " St. Eonan's Well", 
about 4 miles S. W. of Monticello, differs from this chiefly in ti.e presence of 
Sulphuretted Hydrogen and some bituminous oil, the predominance of Lime over 
Magnesia, and the presence of a little Sulphate of Potash. 

A mineral spring near Mr. Neglan's, S. 35, T. 7, R. 10 E , contains Bicarlonate 
of Lon with a little Lime and Magiwsia, and Common Salt. 

A strong chalybeate spring issuing from a blufl' near Mr. Maxwell's mill, S 9, 
T. 6, R. 11 E., contains the Bicarbonates of Iron., Soda and Magnesia, with a 
little Common Salt. 

From the great variety of mineral waters in the Monticello neighborhood, it 
would seem that it might be made a place of resort, if easy communication were 
established. 

803. In Marion county, also, mineral wells and springs exist. Stovall's 
Springs, above Columbia, have in times past been a place of considerable resort ; 
I am not aware what is the nature of the water. At Columbia, shallow wells 
obtain freestone water in sand and gravel, the level being dependent upon that 
of the river ; in one, however, mineral water was obtained in "blue mud" 
(ir237), at 25 feet. Similar wells have been obtained on Pearl River in S. 
Marion. 

In Pike county we mostly find freestone wells in Orange Sand — except as 
mentioned in (l[237.) On high ridges, as at Summit, for instance, wells require 
to be sunk to great depths, to the level of the drainage — 70 to 80 feet. 
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As regards the practicability of deep bored^andartesi'an wells in'the Long-leaf 
Pme,Region, (1T318), it is highly probable; that'ln most cases the' Scarcity of 
water Suitable for dajly use in the bottoais-and homoiocks of this regibn' might 
be relieved by bi)red' welts', tubing out if necessary, the. strong' mineral waters. 
Whether wells of moderate deptii would find pressitre enough to elevate the 
water to the higher ridges (as at- Summit, for instaineeji-, is uncertain, since some 
of these seem to be equa} in elevation to' any^ S. of ithe Chickasaw Survey ; yet 
the experiment deserves to be tl-ied-. 



TBE SEA-COAST COUNTIES. , 

BiSIBBAClkG THE OonNTIES- OT JaOKSOK, HXRKISON AND HaNCOCK. 

. 804., In appcoaching.'the sea-coast on the Chickasawhay and 
P^PCHfj-oala route (17«7, ff ), the first decided, change- of the inlapd 
vcgretatioii towards ttiat of ihe coast itself, occurs shortly after 
pas.-^itig Lpa-ksville, in Gri^cne county. From Winchester sontli- 
'war(Js, as a geiiiTal tfiing, the sandiness of the soils is regularly on 
the increas(V ; tlit- Sduds tlieinselves assume a lighter tint, and mope 
of an ewnly, fini^ ami sharp grain. The Grallberry or Inkberry 
(F/irios glabf'r).w\ih'h on the upper Chickasawhay and Leaf rivers, 
i^ppears only in isolaieii patches, is constantly on the increase in. 
the.J.it or jliominock. (>l th'ePascagoula River, as we adyanc^; south- 
ward, aiidwheni'ver it does appear it. indicates, a sour and; sandy 
soil. ■ ■ " .■ 

8()5. The feature which, at the point mentioned, recalls to mind a prominent 
peeuliarity ol -the Sja-cniist Counties, is the^appearajice of shallow upland ponds, 
mit\i waier strongly coiired bv vegetable matter; in which plants peculiar t'o^the 
•coast region sippeur 'nr the fljst time. (^Myp^icum, faseiculatiimi JPfil^gata 
■corymbps^,. Brosera hmqi folia, ]Sriocaul(m deeiingvXare nri^ mllffmm.'j' '^^ 
pond.' or hogs are general li sunpunded by a smalf growth of the !E|ay, aid 
Bay G.lls; and o aie ihe bsanehes, of the' j-egioii whose channels becpfiie- 
«haUow apii wide anil olten very boggy ; their water, also assiiihing. a browner 
tin', arid carr> ing Uiger q laantities pf sand, — a circumstance, which renders the 
«rossiug> very, changeable and sometimes dangerous. ! ^ r 

c^nti: Tm' rou'i _.-i (jiainly in the level river hoiuBtiock', (on the 
ea'Jt side) whi('h..'ifc of very variable width, and hiasjagtadualasCent 
jnti ilic iii'i-.' , It I- elevated from six to -ten-feet above the fet 
It.it oMi oi tijf riviM' : at '.imes it has the character simply of Is^el 
Pin(^ VViiorU, itfi tiMilHr being the Long teaf' Pine, with an dcca- 
fiioiiaj Blark Jack,and Post Oak;,, and here and there, some.JDpg- 
wood and small. Hickory. Where this-, is the case, the sabsoij, is 
^ejaerally somewhat heavier than the surface soil, of a-yellow tjnt, 
and iniglit beat', some ifnprbvement; but whenever the G-allberry 
pi'cvails, wef fiml at a depth pi from five to eight inches, a subsoil 
<if pale yellow sand, which, in spring, "is saturated with water, 
sliowitrar a want "f drainage. ,', . . ,, 

M'7- Tlie b-rdering-Piiie Hills, which, as algeaeral thing, have 
a: very .-and'y.sbil, bftehiiiine's' possess a tery heavy subsoil, of a 
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yellow or gray clay, which evideotly originates in the underlying 
clay strata of the tertiary (1245, £f ). 

Of these, I found an outcropcontainingsomeindiQationof Lignite, on a hillside 
at M. McCaun's place ; and its presence in these generally is indicated by 
numerous mineral springs, of a chalybeate, magnesian character, which come to 
the surface at some elevation, usually about half-way up the hillsides. While 
the hilltops bear the usual growth of Long-leaf Pine, with only an occasional 
Black Jack and Post Oak, vigorous specimens of the two last named are 
frequently seen on the slopes, and in the hollows and branch bottoms there 
appears a growth of Sweet Gum, "Poplar", Cucumber-tree, and Hickory, 
indicating a soil very dilferent from that of the hills, and mainly derived, no 
doubt from the tertiary strata. These bottoms are quite fertile, but the bodies 
of such land are very small. 

h08. The de&cription just given applies to the country bordering 
on the river hommock, east and north-east of Crot^s Roads P. 0., 
or Fairley's Ferry. As we leave the hills, afiproaching the river, 
we find at first, rather a sandy soil (with Galiberry, etc.), in which 
the Pines invariably show a disposition to grow lank and thin ; 
nearer the river, a gray, clay subsoil gradually approaches the 
surface, in many places the Gallbeiry becomes scarce, the timber 
indicates a TacJtter soil, and merges into a kind of botiom growth. 
Such is the case on the filantation of Mr. John Davis (Cross Roads 
P. 0., S. 12, T. 2, R. 8 W. . which borders on the river bottom. 

809. There is a very striking ditlerence between the soil of the 
bottom pioper. which is sulject to overflow, and that of the second 
Inotfom. The former is very stiif and heavy, and no less so is its 
subsoil, a stiff, gray clay. Its timber is prevalently of Chestnut 
■SVhite Oak, Sweet Gi.m, t^panish {■' Rtd") Oak and Magnolia, with 
a pood deal of Holly, and home Bottom White Pine {P. miti--). 

The oaks are very large, and the characteristic habit of the Spanish {"Red"') 
Oak, which it assumes when growing in bottoms, can be studied here to advan- 
tage.T^This soil, Mr. Davis iniorms me, is a fair specimen of the first bottom 
soil of the Pascagoula generally ; it is very productive in favorable seasons, but 
like all heavy soils, it is unsafe, and particularly so in consequence ol being sub- 
ject to overflow The great difBculty 6f working this soil in unfavorable seasons, 
and the frequent drowning out of the crops by overflow, have induced most of 
the settlers of this neighborhood to abandon its cultivation, and restrict them- 
selves to the second bottom, which is not subject to overflow, and is also very 
productive. This hommock is the very opposite of the first bottom soil — very 
light, soil dark colored, aliout ten inches deep; underlaid by a subsoil of pale 
yellow sand. It is elevated four to six feet above the first bottom, the soil of 
which it evidently overlies ; ifs timber is the cpmmon White Oak, Bottom White 
Pine, Magnolia, Water Oak, Chinquapin, with some very large Black Sumach 
{Rhus typhina); also' some Holly ahd lion-wdod. 

810. Nbne of these soils has as yet b6en analyzed; but there can be no 
doubt that the fli'st bottom soil is very rich, and well worthy of reclamation by 
levying; especially as the bottom is nearly three miles in width. 

Mr. Davis speaks >\'ellDf the etl'ept of applying some of the heavy subsoil clay 
of the bottom to the sandy land which forms the transition from the second 
bottom soil to tke poorer portion of the hommotk. Thesfe' effects have been 
owing chiefly, no doiibt, to the action of the Clay as a inechanical manure, in 
impioving the physical condition of the sandy soil ; but while it may be doubt- 
ful whether the hauling ol ihe bottom clay for this purpose would pay the 
planter, there can be no doubt that wherever a heavy subsoil is near enough to 
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the surface, it ought to be mixed with the soil by deep plowing. The growth of 
the bottom as well as that of the hollows, proves these clays to be rich in min- 
eral nutritive ingredients ; and they will very essentially improve the physical 
condition of the soil. 

The banks, and the portion of the bottom immediately contiguous to them, 
are quite sandy ; it seems that all the deposits now formed by the Pascagoula 
river, are of this character. It might be practicable therefore, by judiciously 
regulating the overflows, to improve the heavy soil by allowing the sand by 
spread over it, which might then be mixed in by deep plowing. 

811. Crossing at Judge Fairley's Perry, we find the hills on the right side^ 
coming close up to the bank, without, however, forming a washed bluff. Yet,, 
on the ascent, we find about halfway up, an outcrop of heavy gray clay (Tr245), 
which might be suitable for pottery. It overlies, no doubt, the strata of the 
lignitic tertiary ; and is in its turn overlaid by yellow sands of the Orange Sand 
formation (iTfi), to which these clays themselves seem to belong (at present), 
being as they are without any definite structure. The hills immediately 
bordering the river, on which Judge Fairley's plantation is situated, bear a stout 
growth of the Long-leal Pine, mixed with a good deal of Spanish ( "if«£Z"> 
Oak and Scarlet (" Spanish") Oak. This land is moderately productive, anj 
had a good lonking corn crop when seen by me. But the intermixture of the- 
oaks with the pine lasts scarcely more than 3^ of a mile inland ; and then, as 
.we proceed on the Ocean Springs' road, dreary Pine Hills with scarcely an 
occasional scrubby Black Jack or Post Oak, intermingling with the Pine, reign 
absolute. 

812. The road runs on the dividing ridge between Black Creek and the 
Pascagoula at the distance of several miles from the edge ot the bottom, in 
which the river meanders to and fro, most generally, however, keeping near the' 
W. side. Steep hollows, filled witii a growth of Ba,y and not unfrequehtly, 
Magnolia also,, fall otf from the ridge towards tlje river boftpm. These hollows 
frequently contain copious springs, which issue from the hillside, generally 20 
to 30 feet below the tup of the ridge ; they are evidently shed here, at a level 
nearly uniform, by the impermeable clays of the tertiary. 

813. The jjiues on the ridge, up to about 4 miles below Fairley's, 
are stout and vijrorous, and would afford Brie timbers. But as we 
pass on. approaching Black Creek, the road diverges further inland r 
tlie ridge flattens, and ponds appep.r on its very sumtnit. The 
quality of the pine timber rapidly deteriorates, the trees becpming 
slender and i<tunted in height, especially in the neighborhood of 
the pond:5. The first of these are pretty deep, showing small but 
clear sheets of water, bordered by apoor growth of rushes. But 
further on, tliey become shallow, until at last they turn into mere 
wet flats or bogs, covered at times with a ralik growth of grass, 
sparsely limbered with the. poorest specimens imaginable, of Long- 
leaf Pine — with trunks l5 to 25 feet high, and "ij to 4 inches la 
diameter ; their leaves also sharing the general degradation, being 
in sparse tufts fecarce'6' inches long. < ■ 

Sli. Others of these ponds, or bogs, whose soil is almost a pure, white, wet 
sand, bear no grass, but a scattered growth of peculiar herbaceous plants, among 
which several beautiful red blossomed Orchideae, the Side-saddle flower, 
(Sarracenia purpurea), Pitcher plant or Wild Poppy (Sarracenia variolarisy 
the curious long-leaved Sundew {Drosera filiformis) with its long, spirally 
coiled, wiry leaves, covered with glandular hairs, and two species of Cord-rush 
{Eriocaulon decangulare, and villosum) as well as the common Sundew (iJrosero: 
hrevifolia), are the most prominent. But the most singular feature to a North. 
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Mississippian, is the association, in these ponds, of the Cypress with the Long- 
leaf Pine. — The Cypress trees< are scarcely better looking, in comparison with 
their brethren of the river swamp, than the diminutive pines sire when coni pared 
with their giant brethren on the ridges and homtnoclis of Perry, Mariin and 
G-reene counties. Here, these seemingly incongruous. trees are ibund side hy 
side, both sadly worsted, it appears, by their mutual concessions. The shallow 
channels or depressions through which the surplus -water of theSe bogs finds an 
outlet, are skirted, and sometimes entirely overgrown with thickets of the Bay, 
together with the Carolina Laurel or Bay Galls (Laurus carolinensis) and.two 
or three bther species of small trees. The boggy soil of these thickets is 
covered with peat-moss {Sphagnum), several kinds of small rushes (Eriocaulcm, 
Xyris) and sedge grasses, and likewise produces some pretty flowers {Pinguicula 
pumila, VtricuUriahiftora, Drosera longi folia, hrevi folia, etc.), but in an agricul- 
tural point of view, look most unpromising. 

815. An abrupt descent of 15 to 20 feet, brings us down into 
Black Creek bottom. On the hill^de, about 4 feet below the 
surface of the upland, a deposit of yellow sandy loam crops out ; 
it is too deep, howpver, to be reached by the plow for the iiii[iri)ve- 
ment of the uplands, which are very sandy, and said to be extremely 
poor. The country, however, is so thinly settled, that even this 
cannot be positively asserted as a general rule. 

The bottom soil of Black Creek is extremely sandy, and on the N. side of the 
stream, at Mr. Bird's Ferry, is scarcely anything more than sterile white sand, 
in which nothing but the dwarf palmetto {8ahal minimus), and otherplants of 
similar habits, can sustain themselves. The water of the creek, like that of 
most streams in this country, is of dark tint. On the S. side, the soil is .some- 
what better, although still very sandy ; it bears a growth ol sweet gum ixuA. 
bottom oaks, which do not attain to any large size. This land produces corn 
pretty well for some years ; cotton has never been tried on it ; it is, however, 
subject to overflow, and when this happens after tillage, a large portion ol the 
soil is often carried off. 

816. The ridge dividing Black Creek from Eed Creek, is of a character .simi- 
lar to that of the uplands N. ol Black Creek, save that the pond or " meariiw "' 
character is .still more pronounced, and the soil still more sandy ; the I)H!.rf 
Palmetto and Gallberry form its chief undergrowth, mixed, in maI^b) pluces 
with a singular dwarfish variety of the Bay, which forms low s-crubby tiushes, 
much attacked by rust ; in these we find some shoots, not more than a loot 
high from the ground, bearing a single teiminal flower, and blcimmg (oi.sidna 
bly in advance of the larger trees of the same species. The dense thitkeis of 
sombre foliage formed by the latter, skirting the bogs and their outlets ; the 
stunted Pines and Cj press sparingly scattered over their surface with the ngid 
hushes of dwarf Palmetto on the higher ground, form a landi^cape as diiai.\ as 
it is singular. 

817. The bottom of Eed Creek resembles very much that of Black Creek ; 
its growth being of middle-sized Sweet Gum, Magnolia, and Water Oaks. '1 lie 
soil is very sandy, and not of any considerable depth ; the sub-Oil is a i iile 
yellow sand. This land is said tp produce corn well for Ave or six years, alter 
which it gives out entirely. In fact, sand forms such a large poriion ol tlii.s .soil, 
that lasting fertility is not to be expected. "When once exhausted, it will piob- 
ably require nothing short of stable manure to make it pi oduce again. Deep 
plowing ought to be avoided. 

I am not informed, as yet, how far inland the same character of bottoms and 
uplands continues ; the country being so thinly setiled, and in the interior almost 
destitute of roads. 

818. Eed Creek ferry is about 7 miles above the moulh of the creek, on the 
S. side of which, at this point, wo find a wet glade about hall a niik' wide, 
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which bears the vegetation found on all the " Pine Meadows " further south, 
diflering from that heretofore seen on these lands, in the presence of the singu- 
lar Dicliromena latifoUa (which though a grass, seems to bear large white 
flowers, the petals of which are tipped with light green awns), and the " Weed- 
grass " (Conostylis Americana) with its panicles of golden yellow flowers 
enveloped in white woolly furze. For the rest, the Pitcher-plants, long-leaved 
Sundew, bright-colored Ordiideae, and the Cord-rushes crowned with their 
white buttons, with the never failingGallberry, form the bulk of the vegetation. 

819. In traveling from Red Creek ferry to Dwyer's ferry on the Pasoagoula 
Eiver, by the " river road", we pass almost entirely through Pine Hills of the 
same character as those seen near Fairley's ferry. A belt of this hilly pine 
land, about 3 miles wide, generally skirts the river bottom, thus intervening 
between the latter and the wet pine- meadow lands ; the latter, however, extend 
closer to the river along the creek bottoms. 

At Dwyer's ferry (Tr24:6), as at Fairley's, the hills on the right hand bank fall 
off' steeply towards the river; and the portion immediately contiguous to the 
bottom, sometimes as far as half a mile inland, is very fertile, but unfortunately 
very much broken. The soil is of a chocolate color, and very light ; resemb- 
ling closely that of the sea-coast " hommocks ", as also does its growth ; at the 
depth of about 6 inches, it becomes of a paler tint and more sandy, so that sub- 
soiling would be unadvisable. It bears a vigorous growth of timber viz : Post, 
Spanish {'•Bed"), White, Willow and Red {"Black") Oaks; Bottom White 
Pine, Cucumber-tree, Sorrel-tree, Dogwood, Hickory, Stag-horn Sumach, 
Black Gum, also Grape-vines and Green-briers {Srnilax) ; on the hillsides, the 
Magnolia is common. — This soil is very productive, and lasts pretty well. As 
we recede from the bottom, the Long- leaf Pine gradually mingles with the other 
growth, and by degrees the rich hommock soil passes into that of the Pine Hills. 

But few of the settlers in this region raise corn enough to supply their wants, 
and those who do so, generally cultivate the river bottom, on the opposite side. 
Mr. Bryan C. Rice, an intelligent planter of this neighborhood, informed me 
that the character of the bottom here is very similar to what I found it at Fair- 
ley's, and of an equal width. He finds the soil productive, but it is to some 
extent subject to the inconveniences before mentioned (ir809). 

820. The outcrop of the tertiary, gray, lignito-gypseous clays, which forms 
a high, abrupt bluff, a few hundred yards below the ferry, has already been 
described in the Geological Report (11246). It is probable that some portions of 
the material forming this bluff might be profitably employed as marls for the 
sandy hommocks which they underlie ; a question which must be decided by 
analysis. The locality is an interesting one, both as being, so far as known, the 
outcrop furthest south of the tertiary strata of the Grand Gulf Age (11230) ; 
and still further, as proving the cause of the stagnation of the water in the 
upland " Pine Meadows". These lands, although extremely sandy in them- 

. selves, can drain off the rain water but very slowly, because the impervious 
clays of the Tertiary, which underlie at no great depth, prevent the percolation 
of the water in a vertical direction ; and the fall being very slight, it takes a 
great while to drain sideways. 

821. Passing on from Dwyer's ferry towards Pascagoula, we recede from 
the river and soon strike the " meadow lands " (ifSlS), again. These are here 
somewhat undulating, and distinctly divided into upland and lowland, the latter 
being the sandy bogs with a growth of lank, dwarfish pine, some cypress, and 
Pitcher- plant {Sarracenia), the long-leaved Sundew, the larger species of Cord- 
rush (^Eriocaulon decangulare) the Dichrcmena, the yellow Star-grass (_Aleins au- 
rea), etc. ; while the uplands bear a growth of sturdier pine, and the ground is 
covered with a grassy sward, formed chiefly by the smaller species of Cord-rush 
{Eriocaulon villosum), Xyris, and the white Star-grass (Aletris farinosa) ; the 
Gallberry, and stunted bushes of the Carolina Wax-myrtle {Myrica carolinensia) 
form the undergrowth. The soil of these lowlands is scarcely anything mora 

R— ii4 
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than white sand, made to cohere by the roots of the plants ; that of the uplands, 
for about 5 inches from the surface, is very sandy, but still a soil ; lower down, 
iowever, there is a pale yellow sand, which, like that of the lowlands, is drenched 
with water ; at least at the season at which I saw them (May). 

822. Such, with but little change, is the character of the land 
up to Big Bluff Creek. Occasionally, there is a tract of Pine Hills 
of the usual character, and then we sometimes find, on the hillsides, 
a stratum of yellow sandy loam, similar to that seen at the descent 
to Black Creek ferry (1[S15). Whenever this occurs, there is a 
visible improvement in the hillside growth ; the Long-leaf Pine is 
tall and vigorous, and a small fruited variety ? of the Pawpaw, 
together with Dogwood {Cornus floridd) forms the undergrowth. 
This loam stratum is mostly, however, from 5 to 8 feet below the level of the 
uplands, which have the poor sandy soil of the pine hills ; it is, therefore, chiefly 
the hillsides which might be susceptible of profitable culture. Very few settle- 
ments have been made in this region, and the diminutive patches of inclosei 
land which we see near the settler's cabins, prove that they do not rely on agri- 
culture lor their supply of provisions. 

823. Big Bluff Creek has scarcely any bottom ; its cofiee colored waters flow 
in a sandy bed, which is immediately bordered by the hills, which come down 
to it by a gradual slant on the N. side, while on the S. it is bordered by a range 
of rather abrupt hills, the foot of which has been so washed by the creek (which 
makes a sudden bend here) as to exhibit the geological strata. The lowest, 4 to- 
5 feet, consists of a stiff, gray potter's clay, quite impervious to water ; it is 
overlaid, to the top of the hill, (about 30 feet above the creek) by sands of a 
light orange tint, of the Orange Sand character. There can be little doubt that 
the same clay underlies all the wet meadow-land seen further N. as well as that 
"which intervenes between Bluff Creek and the Sea-Coast (^[820). 

824. Fine Meadows. — After ascending the blufi', we strike a level meadow- 
land, in which there is scarcely any distinction into upland and lowland. The 
ground is densely covered with a growth of sedge-grasses {Cyperaceae) Cord- 
rushes {Eriocaulon vUlosum) and a small species of Xyris ; in the shallovr 
depressions, both species of Sarracenia (Side-saddle flower and Pitcher-plant), 
the larger Eriocaulon {E. decangulare), the Dichromma, the long-leaved and the 
short-leaved Sundew, several species of bright- tinted Ore^ji'icae, and some larger 
species of sedge-grasses and Pond-rushes {Juncvs) are seen ; and with these, 
cccsionally, the Milkweed of the sea-coast marshes (_Asclepiaspaupercula) with 
its bright orange flowers. The undergrowth is formed exclusively by the 
Gallberry, which does not grow to the same height that we find it in Wayne and 
Greene counties, but is on the other hand, so overcrowded with blossoms at the 
proper season, that the leaves entirely disappear beneath them. The timber is 
formed altogether by diminutive Long Leaf Pines, averaging about 25 feet in 
height by 23^ to 4 inches in thickness, which stand at<;onsiderable distances (40 or 
60 feet) apart, so that their sparse tops scarcely interfere, with the view of the 
observer. 

825. The first appearance of these glades, when seen in a bright spring sun- 
shine, with their green carpet variegated by bright colored flowers, is decidedly 
pleasing to the eye ; and it is diflBcult at times to dispel the illusion that it is a 
park laid off by human hands that we are traversing. Almost the only living 
being, however, which inhabits this region at present, is the prairie-lark ; 
settlements are few and far between, and no attempt is made to cultivate the 
soil, the raising of stock being the only occupation of the inhabitants. — As far as 
the eye can reach, the level plain extends with dead uniformity, and we search 
in vain for a landmark whereby to distinguish the spot in which we may find 
ourselves from any other seen for miles around. This sameness very soon 
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becomes Uresome, and in the spring season, the team goes splashing along, witfe 
the wheels deep in mud, which fortunately is not very tough. One is much 
tempted at times trf' leave the miry road and travel on what seems to be a solid 
greensvcard ; but the experiment is often dearly paid for, the false soil giving 
way under the feet of the stock, bogging them up to their bellies where the 
ground seemed most secure. 

826. At long intervals, the uniformity of the landscape is broken by small' 
thickets of the Bay, skirting shallow depressions, through which the cofice- 
colored waters of the region slowly make their way into larger channels, lik& 
that of Little Bluff Creek. Here, where two very gradual slopes from the 
surrounding plain meet, the waters have excavated deep, narrow channels^ 
which are, however, continually shifting in consequence of the accumulation of 
sand in them. Fording these creeks during a wet season, is therefore often.' 
dangerous, the more so as even an attentive observer is liable to be grossly 
deceived as to the depth of the brown, but perfectly clear water. Where he- 
expects to find it ankle-deep, be will suddenly find himself immersed up to the- 
hips, and perhaps sinking in quicksands besides. The splendid trout which 
inhabit these waters, will often seem to be within easy grasp, when the full 
length of the arm falls short by several feet of reaching them.— Like the waters 
of the flatwoods of N. E. Mississippi, these streams rise and fall very slowly, 
and the traveler, when once water-bound, is likely to have liis patience put to- 
the test. 

Lower down, the water-courses are bordered by low hills, on which the Pine- 
grows larger than on the plain above, and the sanle improvement gradually 
becomes sensible as we approach the Pascagoula River. The timber, however, 
is very poor at best, and fit for little else than coal-burning ; which is, I beheve, 
the chief use thus far made of it, especially nearer the coast, where tracts of 
several sections are frequently found stripped of all their timber, for the sake of." 
coal. 

827. So far as I have learned, the description just given of the- 
lands on Bluff Creek, applies with more or less accuracy to most 
of the lands lying south of Red Creek and east of Biloxi River^ 
always excepting those lying within about | to one mile of the 
coast. The lands bordering on the water-courses (or Bayous, as 
they are generally termed in the coast region), are usually of a 
better quality and are cultivated profitably ; their timber also, has 
been of considerable value, but greatly reduced already by cutting,. 
so that it is rather the refuse, lank and thin which now occupies 
these tracts. But so soon as we recede from the main stream, the 
meadow lands set in, partly of the character of those south of' 
Big Bluff Creek, partly such as have been described as lying 
between Big Bluff and Red Creek (1817 to-823). 

828. But one specimen of the soils of this region has as yet been analyzed. 
It was taken in T. 6, R. 7 W., a few miles south of Little Bluff Creek, m 
" meadow " lands now used as pastures and timbered with the stunted pine 
growth before described ; the ground being covered with a dense turf of small 
sedge-grasses, the smaller Cord-rush {Eriocaulon villosum), small Xyris, and 
short-leaved Sundew {Drosera brevifolia). For about 12 inches, the soil is 
uniform, of a gray color, very sandy ; lower down, pale yellow sand, drenched 
with water. 

Depth : Twelve inches. 

The soil, saturated with moisture at 71.2 deg. Fahr., lost 1.870 per cent, af 
water at 400 deg. ; dried at which temperature it consisted of : 
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Insoluble Matter (fine sand) 95.592 

Potash O.OGl 

Soda 050 

Lime 0023 

Magnesia 069 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.045 

Peroxide of Iron 0.459 

Alumina 848 

Phcsphorio Acid 021 

Sulphuric Acid trace. 

Organic Matter and AVater . . ; 2.277 

99.443 

829. The soil, as might be expected, is very poor ; no grain crop could be 
grown on land like this, without stable-manure or its equivalent. But the 
greater portion of any such manure would be thrown away on a soil so extremely 
sandy, and having a subsoil of floating sands. 

At least, this land can be of use only as pasture ; and the question arises, 
whether its present growth of sour grasses might not, with little expense, be 
changed into one of sweet grass. 

The brown colors of the waters draining from these lands, proves that the 
soil is in an acid condition ClT^OG); the remedy for this property, as has been 
stated (Agricultural Report, General Part ir539, ff.) is liiine. or ashes. The former 
substance would probably be most available, and in the present instance, it 
would be best to use it in the freshly burnt state, and to sow it broadcast on 
the surface, during a moderately wet season. 

Ashes have been mentioned as an alternative, for the same purpose. The 
effect of their application in the present instance, is well illustrated by the fact, 
which is very apparent even to a superficial observer, that wherever the dead 
grass has been burnt off (and consequently its ashes given to the soil), the Cord- 
rush and Xyris have almost disappeared, while a soft, appetizing growth of good 
grass now covers the ground. The effect of lime would probably be similar, 
and more lasting. 

830. Along the water courses, where the soil is heavier (sometimes, 
probably, derived immediately from the potter's clays which underlie these 
glades), and more productive, the application of lime as a corrective for the 
sources of the soil, might enable the settler to raise a part at least of the vegeta- 
ble neces.'iaries of life. In dry seasons, the last mentioned soils crack open 
and become very hard, not so much from any clay they may contain, as on 
account of the sour, gelatinous condition of their vegetable matter. This also, 
would, to a great extent, be corrected by the application of lime. It is said that 
the raising of stock by pasturing in these regions, is a business somewhat 
uncertain, on account of the variability of the winters ; which sometimes, when 
mild, allow the cattle plenty of pasturage through the year, but when severe, 
by killing the grass, will starve out the stock, which cannot, of course, be profit- 
ably supported on bought corn or hay. — At present, the making of hay on these 
meadows would scarcely be practicable ; but it could undoubtedly be done in 
many of the burnt spots which I have seen ; and thus the application of lime 
might enable the stock raiser to make hay enough for the support of his cattle 
daring winter, in case of need. 

8'6i. As we approach within about a mile of the beach, the 
Pine timber rapidly improves in quality ; the same is the case 
within about half a mile of Pascugoula river. The trees are 
stouter, but not very tall ; and rai.xed with the Long-leaf pine 
there apprars another species of pine, common all along the coast, 
and forming almost exclusively the larger timber of the Islands of 
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the Mississippi Sound. It is generally distinguished from the 
Long-leaf pine, in being called " Pitch Pine ", on account of the 
extreme "fatness " of its wood. It is probably identical in species 
with the common "Bottom Pine" (P. taeda), of South Mississippi. 
Within a quarter to half mile from the beach we find other 
timber mingling with the Pine, to-wit : Live Oak, and Spanish 
(" Red "') Oak. A part of the land thus timbered, which extends 
inland from the beach in strips and bauds, has for its undergrowth 
the Gallberry (" Prinos glaher); such constitute the " Gallberry 
flats •■' of the coast, which are said to be very poor, and not to 
produce without mamye. 

832. Nearer to the beach, we find the "sand hommocks" char- 
acterized by a growth of the "Pitch Pine" (P. taeda?) together 
with Live Oak {Qmixus virens), Barrens Scrub Oj.k (Q. Cates'mei; 
generally called " Black Jack " in Mississippi, as well as the Q. Hrru- 
gined), and the narrow-leaved Black Jack (Q. cinerea — " Upland 
Willow Oak") and oftentimes some Magnolia. The soil of these 
"sand hommocks" is generally very sandy, and will produce, but 
for a few years, without manure ; but in most cases the subsoil is 
sufficiently compact to allow of permanent improvement. 

833. Shell Ebrtimocks. — The soil most esteemed all along the coast of Missis- 
sippi, is that of the " Shell hommock," lying, in most cases, immediately contig- 
uous to the beach, or at least,' in such localities on the inlets and bayous as are 
easily aecessible by water. In these we find irregular heaps and sometimes 
large masses of sea-shells — "shell banks" — often extending like ramparts, four 
to seven feet high, along the shore. The shells are only of two species, viz : 
the edible oyster now common on the coast, and the Gnathodon, popularly 
known as the "clam-shell". The only other species occasionally, but rarely, 
found accompanying the two above named, are the Balanus (Barnacle), and the 
Uytilus Jiamatus, a small shell now usually found adhering to the shell of the 
living oyster, like the barnacle. In clearing away these shell banks for the 
purpose of burning lime, bits of pottery, Indian arrow-heads, and charcoal, are 
frequently found among the shells ; and the surface of the ground, when cleared 
of the shells, is found to be on a level with that of the "sand-hommocks." 
There can be no doubt, therefore, that these shell banks are the incidental 
work of human hands, and have been formed in consequence of the con- 
sumption of the edible shells by the Indians. In fact, the only difference 
between the soil of the sand hommock, and that -of the "shell hommock", 
is such as would be expected in consequence of the pressure, and decay of 
calcareous shells (ir851, ff.). ■ The soil is of a dark tint, to the depth of six to 
ten inches, but not, as a general thing, less sandy than that of the "sand hom- 
mocks"; its subsoil also is apparently the same ; and it bears the same growth 
as the latter, with the addition of a number of lime-loving trees and shrubs. 
The following plants are found on a spot from which a specimen of soil was 
taken, on Mrs. McRae's land, at West Pascagoula : Live Oak, very prevalent ; 
Red Cedar, Bay Galls {Laurus carolinensis, in trees of unusual size); Magnolia; 
Spanish ("iJed") Oak (Q./aZmto); Water Oak ; Holly; some Dogwood; Sweet 
Gum; "Pitch Pine"; Wild Plum; Iron-wood; French Mulberry; Prickly 
Ash (_Xanthoxylon Garolinianum); Hercules' Club {Aralia spinosa, commonly 
termed " Prickly Ash " in the interior of Mississippi); a great many vines of the 
Muscadine (^Vitis rotundifolia and cordifolia). Among the herbaceous plants 
common on these "shell hommocks", one of the Sunflower tribe, with opposite 
leaves (Acfinomens? — not seen in bloom), deserves attention ; it is called by 



374 AGRICULTUEAL EEPORT. [1834, 835 

Ae French Creoles, " I'herle a trois quarts ", and is considered as an indication 
■af an excellent soil. 

The area occupied by the "shell hommocks" oa the coast of 
Mississippi, is on the whole quite limited. Usually, the " sand 
liommocks" come up to the beach, forming a sandy bank from ten 
to twenty feet high, which falls off rather abrubtly towards the 
water's edge. It is only in a few places (as for instance, at the 
Ocean Springs, and about six miles west of Shieldsboro wharf, 
aear Gol. Claiborne's residence), that yellow brick clay or loam 
forms the bank : generally, it is composed of gray sands of various 
degrees of purity, down to low tide-water. 

834. The Marshes. — It has been mentioned, that the "hom- 
saocks " extend inland in narrow strips or bands. These are 
usually from | to J mile in width, and are separated from one 
another by small marshes formed by short water-courses which 
empty immediately into the sea. There are, in fact, few water- 
courses, large or small, which do not form a marsh at their mouth, 
on the shore of Mississippi Sound. The Pascagoula, Tshula, 
Cahawfa, Biloxi, Wolf, Jourdan and Pearl, form very extensive 
marshes, the reclamation of which, for agricultural purposes, would 
add considerably to the sum total of arable lands along the waste. 
Tlie small marshes just referred to, (which form the natural boun- 
daries, as it were, between adjoitiing lots, usually occupied, each 
one, by a residence) afford a good opportunity of studying the 
several kinds of marsh soil. They differ, however, from the 
marshes of the larger streams, in that their soil, of whatever kind, 
is always very sandy ; while in the larger marshes, such as those 
of Wolf and Pearl rivers, we generally find near to the main 
stream, quite a heavy soil. The cause of this difference is easily 
explained. The short streamlets have their origin in the Sand 
hommocks and Gallberry Plats, a short distance inland, and in the 
whole of their course, find nothing but sand to carry with them; 
while the larger streams, as we shall see hereafter, Ijave to' a great 
extent cut their channels in strata of stiff gray clays, which under- 
lie the superficial sands.; and as a natural consequence, their delta- 
deposits must be of a heavier nature. 

835. Two kinds of marshes are most generally distinguished on the coast, 
via : 1. Those occupied chiefly by the " Cutting rush " (Jonc coupant of the 
Creoles), a sedge-grass with a triangular stem, with formidably sharp, saw- 
Soothed leaves, which the visitor soon learns to hold in awe. 2. The Round 
rush marsh, occupied mainly by a leafless, soft, pithy rush, with a round 
("terete") stem (Scirpus sp.), and with it, wc usually find the Marsh Milkweed 
iA.sdepias panpercula), and a large species of Arrowhood {Sagittaria lancifo- 
lia). In both kinds of marsh, we frequently see stunted bushes of the Bay 
<Jalls (Launis caroUnensis); and the Candlcberry {Myrica carolinensis), is quite 
at home in them. Stunted Pine, Cypress, Maple, Black Gum, etc., are some- 
tiines scattered over the smaller marshes, especially those of the " Cutting Rush." 

In the marshes of the latter character, it is oftentimes easy to push down a 
■,pole to the distance of eight to ten feet below the surface. The soil is, in fact, 
a, .semifluid, sometimes almost gelatinous, mass of black, fetid muck, which 
acquires a certain degree of firmness through the maze of thickly matted roota, 



T836, 837, 838] sea-coast marshes. 375- 

whch cover its surface to the depth of twelve to eighteen inches so that ia 
taking a specimen at that depth, we obtain little else than the " grass roots", 
with a little muck adhering to them. 

836. The Round-rush Marsh seems to differ from the other mainly in con- 
taining a large amount of sand, which renders the soil quite firm and safe 
to walk on. Whenever any considerable amount of sand is introduced into th» 
Cutting-rush Marsh, the sedge-grass disappears, and the Eound-rush takes 
possession of the ground. Of this I have seen numerous examples, but perhaps 
the most striking in the case of a small marsh at Mr. Alfred Lewis' residence, 
West Pasoagoula. In order to test the agricultural value of the marsh soil, Mr. 
Lewis had a portion of a " Jonc coupant "-marsh thrown up, so as to mingle the 
muck with the underlying sandy soil. The experiment, as will be seen here- 
after, was unsuccessful for the time being ; but although the soil was left free 
to itself, no more of the Cutting-rush has since made its appearance ; while the 
Kound-rush is now rapidly taking possession of the spot. It appears, therefore, 
that by the intermixture of sand or sandy soil with the fluid muck, we can 
convert one kind of marsh into the other. 

In the large River marshes, the two kinds of soil alternate in patches ; and 
there occurs, besides, a third kind, for the reclamation of which there can be 
little hope. It consists of sand, nearly white, impregnated with sea-salt, and 
bears a growth of Samphire (^Salicornia) and similar plants. Such soils are 
notoriously hopeless, in an agricultural point of view. 

837. Both kinds of soil, when freshly stirred up with the spade, 
emit a powerful and very offensive odor ; chiefly of sulphuret of 
ammonium, with an admixture of other odors resulting from the 
decay of vegetable matter, which nowise improve the quality of the 
scent. A silver coin, immersed in the marsh, is blackened by the 
sulphur in the course of a few minutes. 

The great prevalence of these marshes, and the profusion in which this noxious 
mixture is evolved wherever the soil is stirred, render it a matter of suprise to 
the visitor, that the health of the coast region is generally excellent. We can 
scarcely believe, that residences situated in the very edge of the great Pearl 
Eiver Marsh, surrounded by it on three sides, and overrun, at the proper season, 
with legions of mosquitoes of all colors and sizes, should, nevertheless, be as 
healthy, or even healthier, than the much praised " Piny hills " of upper Mis- 
sissippi ; yet such is indisputably the case. It has been suggested that the daily 
flow of salt water over these marshy plains is the cause of the phenomenon 
just referred to ; and this explanation will suit well enough in the portions 
contiguous to the shore. But at the mouths of rivers, the tidewater which 
overflows the marsh, during a large part of the year, is scarcely brackish, and 
the upper portions, which are equally healthy, receive only the back water of 
the river itself. While, therefore, it is quite likely that the rise and fall of the 
tides is in causal connection with the healthiness of the marshes, the effect can 
hardly be ascribed to the antiseptic properties of the salt water ; rather, perhaps, 
to the daily ablutions of the surface which are performed by the ebb and flow 
of the water. 

838. Composition, and Reclamation of Marsh Soils. — But two 
analyses of Marsh Soils have as yet been completed ; besides which, 
a partial analysis of Marsh Muck has been made. The specimens 
analyzed were selected with reference to obtaining fair samples of 
the two extremes of soil occurring in the marshes, viz : 1st. The 
sandy soil of the smaller marshes, and of those portions of the large 
river marshes which lie at a distance from the main channel ; and 
2d. the heavier soil which is generally found near to the maia 
■shannel of the larger water courses. ^ 
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839. No. 215. Soil thrown up about 3 feet deep, in a small " Cutting-rush "" 
marsh, adjoining the premises of Alfred Lewis, Esq., West Pascagoula. 

This is one of the small marshes formed by branchlets heading in the 
"meadows" or the " Gallberry flats " and " sand hommocks." 

Yegetation consists of the " Jonc coupant ", with scattered bushes of the- 
trees mentioned on p. 374. 

Where the marsh is in its natural condition, a pole may be pushed down to 
the distance of 8 to 10 feet. The portion in which the soil was thrown up adjoins 
the beach, is of a dark gray tint when dry, almost black when wet, and t® the 
eye appears to be little else than a mixture of marsh muck with sand. 

In attempting to cultivate this soil, Mr. Lewis found that both corn and rice 
thrive finely up to a certain age, producing a large crop of leaves. When both 
were about 15 inches high, the tops of the leaves began to turn yellow, and the 
corn soon died out altogether ; the rice " spindled up " into a weakly stem, some 
of which even bloomed, but did not fructify. 

Mr. Lewis further states, that the application of shell quicklime produced no 
•ensible difference in the result, during the season following its application. 

The soil, after saturation with moisture at 71.6 deg. Pahr., lost 15.437 per 
eent. of moisture, at 400 deg. The water obtained was somewhat acid, and 
possessed a pungent, empyreumatic odor ; but contained only traces of ammeoia. 
The soil, dried at the above temperature, consisted of : 

Insoluble Sand and Silica 70.183 

Potash 0.559 

Soda 0.957 

Lime 0.109 

Magnesia 0.743 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.067 

Peroxide of Iron 1.171 

Alumina 5.894 

Phosphoric Acid 0.111 

Sulphuric Acid 0.176 

Organic Matter and Water 19.826 



99.796 
840. No. 220. Marsh Muck. — A partial analysis of the muck of the sacae 
■Mush, taken a short distance further inland, gave the following result : 

Insoluble Matter (feathery silica) 25.225 

Soluble Bases, Chlorine, etc 8.421 

Sulphuric Acid 0.347 

Organic Matter and Water 66.070 



100.000 



The solution of the fixed ingredients of this material showed but a Tery 
•light reaction of chlorine ; proving that the sea-salt does not reach far inland, 
and cannot, therefore, infiuence injuriously the growth of crops. 

841. No. 241. Soil from the marsh of Pearl River, taken about 30 yardafk^omi 
the river bank, near Mr. Brown's mill, 2 miles below Pearlington. Thrown up 
from a ditch 3 feet deep. 

This soil is very different in character from the other (Tr839). Near the bank 
of the river, it is simply a bluish-gray, stiff clay, apparently with but little 
vegetable matter ; but further inland it becomes darker, and where the sample 
was taken is black when moist, and becomes of a slate color when dry. It 
contains very little sand, cuts with a shining surface, and is variegated with 
irregular, dark-colored veins and specks, which on exposure to the air, become 
yellow. 

According to Mr. Brown's statement, this soil, when laid dry, (which is very 
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easy, as the firm clay soil forms staunch levees) is easily worked, and produces 
fine vegetables, such as peas, beans, cabbage, etc., but is peculiarly adapted to 
water-and musk-melons ; none of these plants show any disposition to wither, 
like those planted on Mr. Lewis' soil. — The soil of the small marsh at Pearling- 
ton is similar to this. I was informed that immediately opposite the latter 
place, an attempt was made, on a small scale, to grow rice. The crop was very 
abundant, and of fine quality. The firm soil is reached about 12 inches below 
the surface ; down to that depth, there is nothing but a tangled maze of grass 
roots. The marsh grasses, however, die very soon after the soil is drained, and 
their roots decay rapidly. — The chief growth of this marsh along the banks of 
the river and its bayous, is a tall rush with a round stem {Scirpus — differing in 
species, apparently, from the " Jonc rond " of the smaller marshes), 6 to 10 feet 
high ; with an undergrowth of Arrowhead, Pickerel Weed (Pontederia), and 
Lizard's Tail (^Saururus). The " Cutting- rush " also occurs, but apparently in 
the more elevated spots ; and with it the Marsh Milk- weed {Asclepias paupe- 
rcula). The only shrub to be seen on the green plain — (extending westward 
in a dead level, as far as the eye can reach) — is the Myrtle (Myrica Oarolinensis) 
which grows to a bight of 8 to 14 feet ; at intervals, a solitary bush of the Bay 
(^Magnolia glaucd) is seen. 

The soil, when left to dry slowly, in a, lump, becomes of a stony hardness. 
Being air-dried, it lost 7.940 per cent, of water at 400 deg. dried at which 
temperature it consisted of : 

Insoluble Matter 74.150 

Potash 1.003 

Soda 0.379 

Lime 0.182 

Magnesia 1.004 

Brown Oxide of Manganese 0.065 

Peroxide of lion 3.350 

Alumina 10.643 

Sulphuric Acid 0.858 

Phosphoric Acid 0.188 

Organic Matter and Water 8.390 

100.212 

842. There is not much, in the composition of the last soil, to distinguish it 
from other heavy, fertile bottom soils. The large amount of Sulphuric Acid, 
and the rather small amount of Lime for a soil of such resources, constitute 
the main differences. Potash is present in about the same proportion as in 
prairie soils ; there is no unusual proportion of either Soda or Magnesia, 
showing that the salt water exerts little influence over this soil. The supply of 
Phosphoric Acid is not large, but it is adequate. The supply of vegetable matter 
is not excessive, as is the case in the Pascagoula soil. 

There are some essential anomalies, however, as to the manner in which some 
of these ingredients are contained. A qualitative test shows the Sulphuric 
Acid and Magnesia to be present in the state of Epsom Salt ; the fresh solution 
also contains some iron ; and the vegetable matter (as usual in soils in which 
vegetable matter decays in continual contact with water) is in an acid condition 
(11406). 

843. It is attributable, no doubt, to the large amount of clay contained in this 
soil, that these circumstances do not act as injuriously on the growth of crops, 
as might be apprehended. Still, in taking this soil into cultivation, it will be 
advisable to remedy these defects by the application of lime, either burnt or in the 
form of calcareous marl. This will correct the acidity of the soil ; it will 
decompose the noxious Epsom salt, forming gypsum and common magnesia; 
and it will supply the deficiency of the soil, in that important igredient — lime — 
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itself. But above all, the soil must be thoroughly drained (an operation which 
at Mr. Brown's mill oiFered no difficulty, by the aid of a levee) and protected 
from overflow, and then fallowed for a season, at least, after thorough tillage. 

Soils very similar to this, occur in the marsh of the Bayou Delisle, and Wolf 
Siver ; also, probably, on the Bayou Bernard, and on Jourdan's Eiver, both of 
which traverse the same strata of heavy gray clays from which, no doubt, these 
heavy marsh soils are derived. 

I have not as yet ascertained, how far from the main stream this kind of soil 
extends. On the Mulatto Bayou, near Col. Claiborne's and Maj. A. Jackson's 
Sea Island Cotton plantations (1T861), the soil of the marsh, in which the 
" cutting " and the " round-rush " alternate, the soil is extremely sandy, so as 
±0 resemble, in specimens taken near the landing, the soil of the " pine meadows". 
There, also, salty spots, overgrown with samphire, are common. Situated as 
this marsh is, on the verge of a very sandy hommock, this circumstance cannot 
be surprising ; it resembles, in fact, the Pasoagoula marsh. 

844. As for the latter, the analysis shows it to contain average amounts of 
-most of the ingredients of a good soil, but rather an excess of soda, and of 
vegetable matter, in an acid condition, and likewise, quite a small amount of 
lime. Here too, therefore, the application of lime is indicated. It is true that 
in Mr. Lewis' experiment, the shell lime appeared to have no obvious effect ; 
but this is probably attributable to the lack of proper drainage, inasmuch as the 
little island of thrown-up soil was surrounded by the undrained marsh, the 
waters of which, percolating through the loose soil, would be likely to render 
the lime ineffectual in a short time ; and the want of proper aeration of the 
soil and roots at the depth of a few inches, consequent upon imperfect drainage 
would be likely to produce the effects noted. In all cases, drainage and fallow- 
ing are the first conditions of the reclamation of a marsh soil and where drainage 
is impracticable, in consequence of the low position, or too great permeability of 
the soil, it is doubtful whether it can be applied to any better use, than the 
improvement of the higher lands. — After thephysical faults have been remedied, 
■ the chemical defects are easily righted. 

845. There can be no doubt, that the addition of clay to these 
sandy marsh soils would be a great improvement, and ought to be 
effected whenever practicable — as for instance, in the marsh near 
the new residence of Maj. Jackson, where clay crops out on the 
■beach. Hauling of clay as an improvement to land, is in general 
too expensive to be resorted to, but on the sea-coast land is so valua- 
ble, that maay modes of improvement can be made to" pay ", which 
would be impracticable elsewhere. There is not in the marsh 
soils analyzed, any large amount of phosphoric acid ; so that the 
application of super-phosphate of lime, ground bones, or Columbian 
guano, would probably prove beneficial. * 

846. As to the best source from -^vhich to obtain the lime 
necessary in the reclamation of the marshes, it may be observed, 
that the shell banks of the coast may supply the demand for some- 
time to come. But when these are exhausted, it is to be hoped 
that the rich marl beds of Pearl and Pascagoula Rivers, and not 
the limestone quarries of Maine, will be resorted to. It were 
strange indeed, if a tract of country situated at the mouth of two 
rivers navigable during a large part of the year, and traversing 
the richest marl beds of the State, should fail to avail itself of 
■these natural advantages. 

Calcareous marls, as has been slutcd in the Geological Eeport, are found as 
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low down as N. Marion, on Pearl Eiver. These, however, might not bear 
transportation to any great distance, being rather poor in lime as compared with 
the marls cropping out on Pearl River below Jackson ; «. g., at Byram Station, 
or Cook's ferry. These marls, when burnt, would be far preferable to Northern 
lime, for the improvement of lands ; for the analyses show that besides the lime, 
they contain notable amounts of other useful ingredients. The same is true of 
the marls of the Ohickasawhay River, in N. Wayne county ; and I have little 
doubt, that whenever these marls shall become properly known and appreciated, 
they will call into life a regular system of shipment during the proper season. 
What would be too expensive for any one to undertake, single-handed, at the 
present time, will assume a very different aspect when once the channel has 
been opened and the path marked out. We may then hope that the lands of 
the Pascagoula and lower Pearl will no longer be neglected ; and that the ex- 
tensive plains now covered with marsh rushes, will be made to bear lucrative 
crops of Sea Island Cotton, or at least. Rice. 

847. It has already been stated (in the Greological Report, (iT ), that deposits 
of fossil shells have been found to exist on the Bayou Bernard, and on Wolf 
River ; and have been struck in wells at West Pascagoula and on the Habolo- 
chitto, in Hancock county. — There can be little doubt therefore, that such 
deposits underlie a notable portion of the searcoast counties ; and if a more 
spicial Survey should show them to exist within convenient reach, they may 
prove highly valuable to the agriculturist of the coast. The calcareous clay in 
which these shells are found imbedded, would of itself be a great improvement 
to the sandy marsh soils and hommocks ; and in places where, as at Pass 
Christian, the gray clays are found at a moderate depth (8 to 10 feet) they might 
be made to serve for the improvement of the gardens, which at the present 
time will not produce a number of vegetables, for which there would be an 
excellent market on the spot. It is always advisable, however, before applying 
these clays to the soils, to allow them to " cure " or disintegrate in the air for 
sometime. They sometimes contain iron pyrites, copperas, etc., which are 
noxious to plants, but are destroyed by exposure to the atmosphere, especially 
if some burnt lime be added to the pile. In composting manure, they might be 
made very serviceable, inasmuch as the manure does not require transportation 
to any great distance. 

848. la traveling from West Pascagoula to Ocean Springs, we 
pass almost entirely through wet Pine Meadows of the character 
heretofore described. Occasionally, where a stouter growth of 
pine occurs, coal-burning is carried on, on a considerable scale. 
Approaching Ocean Springs, the soil changes ; instead of the 
usual yellow sand, the subsoil consists of a pale yellow loam which 
also forms the bank at the beach. The growth likewise, differs 
from that of the " sand hommocks " ; oaks are very scarce, and the 
"pitch pine" prevails almost exclusively, near to the beach. 

Bellefontaine Island, which forms the promontory between Biloxi and Pasca- 
goula Bays, possesses considerable tracts of very fertile hommocks, and several 
plantations are situated on it. I.have not, however, visited the region as yet. 
Fine " shell hommocks " are also found at the upper portion (" Back Bay ") of 
Biloxi Bay ; with these, also, I am not as yet personally acquainted, having 
passed from Ocean Springs to MississippiCity (Tegarden's) by water. 

849. Between Biloxi Bay and Bay St. Louis, the pine meadow lands do not, 
■as a general thing, approach so closely to the beach as is the case further E. 
Between the two, there intervenes a tract of level pine woods, the soil of which 
is very sandy, and the undergrowth intermediate in character between that of 
-the "Meadow" and the "Pine Hills". The soil of the sea-shore hommocks 
also is extremely sandy ; close to the beach, the " pitch pine " invariably prevails, 
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together with the Live Oak, while a little further inland, on the elevations, we 
find the Long-leaf Pine, and in the wet, flat depressions or " hollows inter- 
vening between them, there is a growth of Bay, Black Gam, Water, Willow, and 
Live Oaks, some Hickory and Magnolia. In these depressions, the soil, and 
especially the subsoil, is somewhat heavier than on the ridges, and the land, 
when drained, does very well for 5 to 6 years, but then becomes exhausted. 

850. Improvement of the Sand Hammocks. — Lands as sandy as 
these cannot under any circumstances be expected to be productive 
for any considerable length of time, without manure of the most 
comprehensive kind ; for the soil is naturally poor in everything- 
but sand, though what there is in them of nutritive ingredients 
appears to be in a very available condition. Hence such manures 
as guano or ammoniated guano are thrown away on them ; they 
do not require stimulants, but nutritive matters ; and what is very 
important, they require to be corrected, first of all, with reference 
to their relations to moisture. Thorough draining of the level 
lands is the first necessity ; after this is done, it would be best to 
allow them a season's fallowing, after thorough tillage, inasmuch 
as they are usually bluish at first (from the presence of protoxiA 
of iron — 11383*). Wherever there is a clayey subsoil of some 
thickness, the tillage ought to be as deep as practicable ; but care 
must be taken in this case, that there be some clay subsoil left 
between the tilled layer and the yellow sands which generally 
underlie ; for if the plow were to penetrate to these, the land 
would be rendered incapable of improvement, as all the manure 
which could be applied would sink beyond the reach of plants in 
a short time (1510). 

The high market value of the sea-shore lands might render it 
practicable in not a few cases, to improve the soil by hauling on it 
clays occurring in the neighborhood. Each one must, however, 
judge for himself as to the practicability, in his own particular 
case, of this mode of improvement, which is generally too expensive 
to be practiced on the large scale. 

851. Origin of the Shell Hammock Soil. — The mode of improve- 
ment most practicable at the present time is probably that of the 
joint application of lime and vegetable matter to the soil. This 
is precisely what has been done by nature, assisted by the Indians, 
in the case of the " hommocks". 

All of these were at one time, undoubtedly, " sand hommocks "- The action 
of the lime of the shells at first induced a more vigorous vegetation ; the latter, 
when dead, was rapidly decomposed by the action of the lime, and the healthy 
humus thus formed, prevented the return of the nutritive matters of the plants 
to depths beyond the reach of the roots. Every year's growth thus deposited 
on the surface an additional supply of nutritive ingredients, which the roots, 
penetrating to great depths in the loose soil, had brought up from below ; and 
thus finally we have had a soil formed, which is essentially a mixture of sand 
and humus, with but very little clay. It contains the accumulated wealth of 
many years vegetation, to which is added the lime, phosphoric acid, and animal 
matter of the shells. 

852. If, therefore, we would effect a similar transition of the present " sand 
hommocks ", we must imitate what nature has done, as nearly as we can. 
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Shell lime alone, applied to the sandy soil, might increase its productiveness for 
a short time, but would kill it very soon (as guano is known to do), if the crops 
were removed from the soil— We must add vegetable matter at the same time 
withhme; and that vegetable matter ought to be in a considerably advanced 
state of decay. 

In clay soils, which are very retentive of moisture (11378), undeoayed vege- 
table matter, when brought into the soil in company with lime, will very sooa 
decompose. But in sandy soils, which are subject to continual, abrupt changes 
from wet to dry and vice versa, the decay is exceedingly slow ; and besides, the 
presence of much undecayed straw, leaves, etc., is liable to Increase the " open- 
ness " of the light soil to an injurious extent. Vegetable matter ought always, 
therefore, to be well " rotted" in the compost or manure pile, before being applied 
to soils of this kind. (In reference to this subject, see 11790, flf.). 

853. Marsh Much as a Fertilizer. — There is a source of vegetable matter 
already decayed, very generally available on the Coast— viz : the Much of the 
marshes, especially those occupied by the " Jonc coupant" (ir835, 840). It is 
doubtful whether this muck, if applied to the hommocks by itself, in its naturally 
acid condition, would be much of an improvement, although (as the analysis of 
Mr. Lewis' Marsh soil shows) it is rich in the nutritive ingredients of plants. 
But when applied conjointly with a due proportion of lime (shell lime or any 
other), it would undoubtedly form a highly valuable addition to the soil (ir442), 
and improve it permanently by correcting its defects in relation to the retention 
of moisture and manure. 

It would probably be found most convenient in practice to mix the muck with 
a certain (not excessive) proportion of lime when freshly thrown out ; leaving it 
afterwards to lose the greater part of its water, to diminish the cost of hauling, 
before applying it to the land, More lime may then be added by sowing it 
broad-cast, after the muck is, turned under. If too much lime were added while 
the muck is in a moist condition, by itself, a portion of the valuable ammonia it 
contains might be driven off and lost. 

854. Plaster (11436), would not probably answer very well in the place of 
lime ; but in most cases, an admixture of this substance, when lime is chiefly 
used, would be highly advantageous. Ground bones, super-phosphate of lime, 
and " Columbian Guano " (11432), would be very useful in conjunction with the 
muck ; and in most cases, by themselves alone also, though not to the same 
extent. — All kinds of ashes will be especially beneficial when mixed with the 
Muck. 

Pine straw is oftentimes a valuable fertilizer, where muck is not. It ought 
to be well rotted before application. (In regard to its use, composition, etc., see 
T790, ff.). 

855. In the sandy soils of the "hommocks", as well as in those of the inland 
Meadows (11821, 824), there are sometimes "clay ridges". Athough termed 
ridges, they are not necessarily elevated above the general level of the sandy lands ; 
perhaps in the majority of instances, this is, however, the case ; so much so that 
any unusual elevation of the ground, away from the shore, is rather indicative of 
a clay subsoil. These " ridges " do not seem to conform very sensibly to the 
direction of the present drainage of the country. Thus, at Handsboro', we 
find a heavy, orange-yellow clay forming the subsoil on a part of Mr. T. J. 
Humphries' land, at an average depth of 12 inches ; the surface soil being quite 
light and sand}'-, so as to allow of an undergrowth of gallberry and dwarf 
palmetto, while the timber is formed by Long-leaf Pine, Sweet Gum and Black 
Jack — the last two, as a general thing, denizens of a heavy soil.* 

We have, in this instance, a striking example of the difference which may 



*At least — so far as the Black Jack is concerned — when its trunk is high and 
its branches spreading ; while a short trunk and small, bushy tops are character- 
istic of a sandy soil. 
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occur in the indications of the timber as compared with the undergrowth ; the 
timber being indicative of clay soil, whereas the arable surface soil is really sandy. 
The clay stratum is some 20 feet in thickness ; as we go down, it gradually 
becomes paler and mingled with bluish and white specks ; it is underlaid by 
white or blue sand. 

856. This clay is found on both sides of the Bayou Bernard, for a short 
distance, and its limits are pretty sharply defined. On an elevation 30 yards 
from Mr. Humphries' house (where there is a well dug entirely in this clay, of 
the depth above named, and without curbing) no clay is struck at 20 feet — all 
sand. — The soil is said not to produce well without manure ; but it seems that 
subsoiling has never yet been tried. At all events, such land is capable of fine 
improvement. 

Another example of a clay ridge approaching the coast, has already been 
mentioned as existing at Ocean Springs (ir848). Others occur on or near the 
" Back Bay ", according to Dr. Tegarden. As a general thing, the clay ridges 
become more frequent as we advance westward ; and at the head of the inner 
Bay St. Louis, a few miles inland, we strike a Pine Hill region, where the 
greater portion of the lands have a good loam subsoil. Here the pines attain to 
a good size, and a great deal of charcoal is made. Pine lumber is rafted down 
Wolf River and Bayou Delisle, to Mr. Huddleston's mill, and others ; and I 
understand that the country between Wolf and Jourdan Elvers is generally of 
the hilly character just mentioned, with but few meadow spots of considerable 
extent. — At Mr. Huddleston's mill, too, we find a heavy clay subsoil, similar to 
that at Humphries', above mentioned; here also, the surface soil, to the depth 
of 8 to 10 inches, is quite light and sandy. These clay lands extend about a 
mile up the Bayou Delisle, from its mouth — into the Marsh of Wolf Eiver. This 
underclay makes fine brick — quite a desideratum in the coast region. 

857. The singular outcrop on Wolf Eiver, at Mr. I. Saucier's, S. 20, T. 7, E. 
12 W., has been described in the Geological Eeport (if 249). It is eifectually, as 
there stated, an ancient, now subterranean, Cypress swamp. As such its muck 
or mud might be supposed to possess considerable fertility ; it is, however, a 
pretty stiff gray clay, which, from its aspect would not seem to be worth trans- 
portation. Analysis, however, will decide this point. 

Mr. H. Taylor, at Pass Christian, informed me that about twenty-two miles, 
by water, above the mouth of Wolf, there is an outcrop of shells on the banks, 
on both sides, I regret very much my inability to visit the locahty at the time, 
both on account of the geological interest attaching to such a deposit, and its 
probable value for agricultural purposes. The deposit is probably of a character 
similar to the small outcrop at Mr. Bell's, S. 16, T. 7, E. 11 W.. on the Bayou 
Bernard, which has also been described (ir248); and shells have also been found 
in a well at Habolochitto Bridge, by Col. Kimball. Altogether, it is highly prob- 
able that clayey shell deposits of considerable extent exist in the middle portion 
of Harrison and Hancock counties, which may prove of great value to the agri- 
culturists of the coast. — The special survey of these counties will have to decide 
the point. 

858. On the Bayou Bernard (at Bell's), and in many other localities in the 
hilly country, there are outcrops of white pipeclay and hardpan, belonging to 
the Orange Sand formation (1(70). They are here, as everywhere, almost abso- 
lutely void of nutritive ingredients, and unfit for the improvement of soils — 
except perhaps in a few cases, as purely mechanical manures. These clays are 
readily distinguishable by their chalky touch ; they are frequently (as at Bell's), 
accompanied by variously colored sands, and red and yellow ochre. These, 
with the Selenite or gypsum found at Dwyer's ferry (if 246), and the iron pyrites 
in some of the gray clays, are the only minerals found, or likely to be found, 
in the seacoast counties. 

859. Pass Christian and Shieldsboro' (Bay St. Louis), are both situated on 
Sand Hommocks, elevated from five to twelve feet above tide-water. In both, 
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the beach is occupied by the " Pitch Pine " and Live Oak ; and level pine wooda 
(of Long-leaf Pine), with wet spots characterized by the Pitcher-plant {Sarra- 
cmia variolaris), and yellow star-grass {Aletris aurea) form the back ground- 
at no great distance. Such, also, is the aspect of the country passed over in. 
traveling from Shieldsboro' to the mouth of Pearl River, and to Pearlington. 

Shell banks and hommocks Cir833 ; 851), occur, to a|large extent, on the 
western shore of the inner Bay St. Louis, inland from Shieldsboro'. The shells 
(chiefly the "clam", or Onathodon) have been used in the improvement of the 
(extremely sandy) streets at Pass Christian ; and the " shell roads " thus made 
are exceedingly pleasant to the traveler who has been obliged thus far, to jog 
along at the rate of a mile and a half an hour, in the deep sand of the " hom- 
mocks." I have not as yet personally visited these shell deposits. 

Thereafter, we meet with no more shell banks or hommocks, up to the mouth 
of Pearl River ; there, on the Sea Island Cotton plantations of Col. Claiborne 
and Maj. A. Jackson, we find several extensive deposits — the last, in this 
direction, in the State of Mississippi. 

860. An exception to the general character of the sand " hommocks " of this" 
region,'occurs at Col. J. F. H. Claiborne's residence, at the extreme west end of 
Shieldsboro', five miles from the Point. The hommock land on which CoL 
Claiborne's residence is situated, resembles a good deal that of the Pascagoula 
shell hommocks, although no shells are found there. The light, "mulatto" 
colored soil scarcely changes for about ten inches from the surface ; then its 
color gradually becomes paler; the subsoil is very sandy, so that it is advisable- 
not to plow too deep (irSlO). At two and a half to three feet, there underlies 
a yellow hardpan, which at times passes into a pretty heavy clay, which has 
been used to advantage in making brick. It lies too deep to be reached by the 
plow. The same material crops out on the beach, forming a steep bank some. 
five feet high. This is another of the " clay ridges " reaching down to the shore. 

This hommock land produces corn finely — forty bushels to the acre — and is a 
warm, generous soil, easily tilled. Its growth is mainly Sweet Gum and Mag- 
nolia, with Oaks, viz : the Live Oak, Spanish (" Bed "), Water and Laurel-leaved 
Oak ; Pitch Pine, Hickory, " Cassina ", Stag-horn Sumach, Persimmon, Spanish 
Mulberry, Wild Plum, and Grape vines. This growth, it will be observed, is 
almost identical with that of the Pascagoula "Shell hommocks" (ir833), as 
well as the river hommock at Dwyer's ferry (1T819). Patches of hommock land 
somewhat similar occur near the heads of Mulatto Bayou, e. g., at Maj. White's 
plantation ; it is, however, underlaid by stiff gray clay at about three feet. 

Between Shieldsboro' and the mouth of Pearl River, the coast is mostly low, 
and a great deal of it taken up with marshes, usually of the " Round Rush "' 
character. 

861. The Sea Island Cotton PLANTATiONS.^The rich "hom- 
mocks " which form the soil of these plantations, are situated at 
the south-eastern border of the great Pearl Eiver marsh on Mulatto' 

Bayou. They comprise, on the whole, an area of about acres, 

and are bounded by the level pine woods on one side, and by the- 
marsh or the Bayou on the other, forming a belt one-third of a 
mile on an average, and elevated six to ten feet above the marsh. 
The soil is very light and easily worked, of a dark " mulatto " 
color • its aspect does not vary sensibly for eighteen to twenty 
inches, at which depth there underlies a pale yellow sand. It 
bears a magnificent growth of Magnolia, the latter being almost 
the predominant tree ; next to it Sweet Gum, Bay, Live Oak, 
Spanish (" Red"). White and Laurel-leaved Oaks ; Ironwood, Sas- 
safras, Hickory, and the Pitch or Bottonn Pine, sparingly ; French. 
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Mulberry {Callicarpa americann), Hercules' Club (" Prickly Ash" — 
Aralia spinosa), Muscadine and ^fummer-Grape. The Magnolias, 
Oaks, Hickories, Gums, and es[)ecially the Pines, are very large 
trees and tliici<ly hung with long Moss. 

The character of the soil, as well as that of the vegetation, is very similar to 
that of the shell hommocks seen at "West Pascagoula, but as a general thing, no 
shells are found on their surface at present, save in two localities, viz : one about 
three hundred yards long by ten wide, on the very banks of the Mulatto Bayou, 
at the south end of the tract (on Maj. Andrew Jackson's plantation); and another 
rather smaller one, further north, on Col. Claiborne's land. 

862. Shell Deposits. — The former, which is about 10 feet high where it ad- 
joins the Bayou, consists altogether of the "clam" shell or Gnathodon, and has 
been largely drawn upon for the purpose of improving roads and streets at 
New Orleans ; and although there is but very little earthy matter mixed with 
the shells, the cotton thrives finely on its very summit. The other shell bank, 
on Col. Claiborne's plantation consists almost exclusively of oysters ; it has been 
greatly spread and leveled by cultivation, and much soil is mingled with the 
shells. This shell depos^it is at some distance from the present channel of 
Mulatto Bayou, but it is on the verge of a broad, deep ravine, in which there is 
but little water at present ; but as it connects with the present bayou, there 
can be little doubt that it was once a navigable channel. 'J'he position of this 
shell-bank at a distance from the present channel does not therefore form a real 
exception to the rule, that these banks are found in spots acceissible by water. 

863. Several branches in deep ravines flow through this hommock ; 
they are fed by springs yielding abundance of good drinkable 
■water throughout the year. Their temperature is not very low, 
but they are not in the least brackish. The growth on their banks 
differs very little from that of the '• hommock ". 

Most of the " hommock " land is now in cultivation, and when fresh, it yields 

about of Sea Island Cotton per acre. The mode of culture does not dififer 

materially from that usual with the common cotton ; the chief difference is in 
the preparation for market as the Sea Island staple requires to be ginned by 
means of the roller gin — a much more troublesome process than that with the 
saw gin. Moreover, it is not pressed into bales, but put up in long round bags, 
by tramping with the feet. These bags are made to weigh from 250 to 350 lbs. 

864. In passing from the Sea Island Cotton plantations towards Pearlington, 
around the head of Mulatto Bayou, we find at first a country very much 
resembling that between Shieldsboro' and the Plantations (ir859) ; after cross- 
ing the Bayou, the soil becomes more clayey, but no better for all that ; count- 
less crawfish chimneys.in all low regions, show the existence of an impervi- 
ous clay stratum at no great depth — as in fact, proves to be the case at Maj. 
White's ; and at Pearlington (if 251), where the .«oiI is moderately clayey and 
productive, and bears a young growth of Oaks, which here spring up wherever 
the Pine is cut down. 

In traveling the " River road " from Pearlington northwards, we see, for the 
first 3 or 4 miles, a level country timbered with tall, somewhat lank, Long-leaf 
Pine, with only here and there a Post or Water Oak, and full of crawfish holes. 
As we advance northward, however, and the country ascends, the soil improves, 
especially near the river, where we find, near Napoleon or Pearllown, a hom- 
mock elevated 15 to 20 feet above the river level, possessing a yellow loam 
subsoil — a good brick-clay — 2 to 3 feet thick, and a growth of stout Bottom 
(Pitch) Pine, Post, Water, and White Oak, and of Willow Oak of tall, graceful 
growth. This hommock, however, is only from 300 yards to j-4 mile wide, 
graduallj- increasing in width as we advance northward ; and further inland 
we find the level " Pine Woods ". — At Gainesville, the same condition of things 
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obtains ; tte bluff is higher ; wells obtain freestone water at 20 to 25 feet, in 
sand. 

865. Northward of GrainesvUle, the level Pine Woods are sometimes inter- 
spersed with tracts of undulating land possessing quite a heavy clay soil, on 
which the Oaks sometimes preponderate over the Long-leaf Pine ; it is said, 
nevertheless, that the soil of the level Pine Woods is preferable to the former 
on account of the great heaviness of the Oak soil, which is underlaid at about 
three feet, by heavy gray potter's clay. In native fertihty the Oak soil is doubt- 
less superior, and judicious cultivation would, doubtless, render it the most 
profitable (ir808, ff.). But in all this region, cattle-raising, rafting timber, and 
tar-burning, are the prevalent occupation of the inhabitants, and the soils have 
scarcely been feirly tested. Col. Kimball, of Habolochitto, informs me, however, 
that in both soils, the muck of the hollows and bottoms exercises a fine effect, 
as also does pine straw — all of which, in the north-eastern portion of the 
county, have been used on a large scale by some planters. The bottom of Pearl 
Eiver, in the whole of Hancock county, is almost entirely on the Louisiana 
side (f 703). 

866. The heads of Jourdan's and Wolf River are in a level Pine country, 
like that just described ; but on the east fork of the Habolochitto, there are 
some higher ridges. 

The bottom of the Habolochitto is quite extensive, and, judging by its 
growth, possesses a fertile soil ; but is too often overflowed. 

Northward of Habolochitto Bridge, we travel for about four miles in a level 
Pine country, void of springs, which divides the waters of Pearl from those of 
HabolocMtto. Occasionally we still see, in this tract, wet spots with the pecu- 
liar flora of the Wet Meadows of the Coast (11821, 824, ff.). But beyond we 
ascend into the Orange Sand ridges which here skirt Pearl River (ir780), and 
take a final ferewell of the flora and soils of the Seacoast. 

867. Watebs of the Coast — The geological phenomena of the Coast, as 
far as observed, have been described in the Geological Report (ir24:7 to 251). 
It has there been stated, that strata of compost blue or gray clay underlie, at no 
great depth, all the Coast region ; and it is well known that clays of a, similar 
character form the bottom or the sea at no great distance flrom the land, where 
the beach sands cease. Wells dug in the sand hommocks of the coast, strike 
these clays at a depth from ten to twenty-five feet ; but the water obtained in 
them, is almost always mineral, and unfit for daily use. _ Doubtless the mineral 
springs of Lynchbtirg or Ocean Springs, have their origin in the same strata. 
Sometimes logs or stumps of Cypress or Pine are struck m these wells, buried 
in the "black mud", which is flrequently very fetid. In diggmg wells near the 
coast, it would be well always to ascertain, by apreluninary bore, atwhatdepti 
the "black mud" underlies. A moderate supply of good drinkable water is 
frequently obtained a few feet above the clay stratum ; at Pass Christian, for. 
instance, at a depth of from eight to ten feet ; but every attempt to deepen 
these wells, so as to increase the volume of water, is liable to result in the 
entire loss «^ tJ«> well, BO ooon ao the " black mud " is reached. 

868. It appears, fi'om observations made both on the Coast and on the islands 
of the Sound, that the water of the latter is rendered almost fresh by filtration 
through the beach sands, which contain more clayey and vegetable matter than 
one would give them credit for. It is therefore better, in general (if cisterns be 
not used), to rest satisfied with shallow wells, and have several of them, than 
to risk spcfiling the water by undue deepening. 

869. In the few deep wells which have been dug along the Coast, 
not an inconsiderable rise has been observed in the water obtained 
at greater depths, beneath the uppermost clay stratum. Thus, in 
a well forty feet deep, at the residence of Mrs, McRae, West Pas- 
cagoula (i[250), the stream of water last struck rose fifteen feet. 
R— 25 
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So near the beach, one might suppose that the sea-water had some 
part in effecting this rise ; but the Coast-Survey soundings show 
the existence of the impervious clay stratum at the sea-bottom, all 
along this coast ; besides, the mineral water of Mrs. McRae's well 
is very different in composition from sea- water. It is not impossi- 
ble, therefore, that artesian wells, most likely yielding mineral 
water, might be obtained on the sea-coast at the proper (not very 
great) depth. 

The character of the strata renders boring easy, and it might be well worth 
the while of some of our enterprising dispensers of sea-shore air to refugees 
from the cities, to try the experiment. Artesian fountains would certainly be 
a great addition to the beauty and attractions of the rural palaces of Pascagoula, 
Mississippi City, Pass Christian, and Bay St. Louis. 

870. The character of the mineral waters of the Coast is generally that of 
saline chalybeatea, with more or less sulphuretted hydrogen, and some carbonic 
acid. The iron exists in them, partly in the state of sulphate (copperas), partly 
as the carbonate. Chloride of Sodium (common salt). Chloride of Magnesium, 
and Chloride of Calcium, are present in all that I have examined ; to these is 
sometimes added (fi.g., in Mrs. McRae's well-water, and that of a mineral spring 
on the land of Mr. Alfred Lewis, West Pascagoula), Sulphate of Soda, or Grlau- 
berlfl salt. Few are entirely free from sulphuretted hydrogen ; some (e. g., one 
of the Ocean Springs waters), are strong sulphur waters. In many cases, 
however, the taste of decaying vegetable matter (the smell of the " black mud "), 
predominates over all the rest. Such is the case with the waters dripping from 
the gray and black clay bluffs containg cypress trunks, on Wolf River (^249), 
and, according to report from others, in the wells dug near the Bayou Bernard, 
in^Ir. Bell's neighborhood, six to ten miles above Handsboro' (ir24:8.) 

871. The Islands. — Ship Island is the only one of the islands 
of Mississippi Sound, which I have personally visited ; it is said, 
however, to be a pretty fair specimen of all the rest, with the 
exception of the Chandelenr Group, which are said to be different 
in character, and quite productive. 

At the East End of Ship Island, we find a bar of white sand, about a mile 
and a half long by J^ wide, little elevated above tide- water ; storm tides always 
sweep over it, and hence it is strewn with sea-shells. It bears no vegetation 
save a few tufts of grass, and small patches of a species of Stone-crop. 
Further west, the ground becomes more elevated, and the " Pitch pine " 
appears, with an undergrowth of Dwarf Palmetto i^Sahal minimus), stunted 
Live Oak, and three or four kinds of undershrubs, not found in bloom. The 
Prickly Pear, also, is occasionally seen. Such is the growth on the ridges, which 
lise 10 to 25 feet above tide level ; between these extend small marshes, mostly 
covered with the Bound-rush ; theu' water is very brackish. The soil is scarcely 
anything but a white sand, without any coherence, sjave where it is matted 
with roots. 

At the West End, near the fort and light-house, vegetation is somewhat 
better ; the grass (chiefly Panicum and Paspalum) sufficient to sustain a number 
of cows, the milk of which is of excellent quality. With the aid of manure, the 
light-house keeper has raised good vegetables in his garden ; which is a great 
deal more than these white sand ridges promise at first sight. Water is readily 
obtained in the level spots by digging a few feet, or sinking a barrel ; it is so 
nearly fresh, even within 30 yards of the beach, that those accustomed to its 
use, do not seem to notice th^ slight brackishness which is apparent to the 
visitor. — The pines average 35 to 45 feet in height, and are about 6 inches in 
thickness. 

872. Such appears to be, with little variation, the character of* 
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all the islandsof this group. Cat Island is probably the best ia 
point of fertility, as there is a plantation on it — respecting which 

I could not, however, learn any particulars. The " Spit ", a 

white sand-hill on Cat Island, sixty feet in hight, is a land mark, 
and the only one, on this coast. 

The shape and extent of the sandbars connected with these 
islands, is, of course, somewhat variable, since storm-tides will 
sometimes sweep away some and enlarge others ; yet the channels 
for navigation are on the whole subject to but little change. 

It is asserted by pilots that the narrow neck of land which connects the East 
End of Ship Island with the West End, has within their recollection beea 
broken through by the sea, so as to allow small craft to pass through the break ; 
but has subsequently been closed up again. 

873. Inconsequence of the irregular configuration of the sea- 
bottom (as exhibited in the soundings of the Coast Survey charts) 
and the diversions caused by the islands, the tides of Mississippi 
Sound are very perplexing to the novice. The increase of depth 
from the shore seaward, is so gradual, that wharves of great 
length are necessary to accomodate the shipping. 

Thus the wharf at Dr. Tegarden's Hotel, Mississippi City, is about two-thirds 
of a mile in length, and that of Barnes' Hotel nearly three-quarters ; which 
allows of sufficient depth of water for the New Orleans Steamers, even at low 
tide. Hundreds of smaller wharves have been built, all along the coast, in 
front of private residences. * 

The extensive oyster banks of Mississippi Sound are well and 
widely known and appreciated ; the bivalve is of superior quality. 
The great number and variety of excellent fish found in the same 
waters, will scarcely fail to satisfy the most fastidious taste. 



874. I have been somewhat minute in the description of the 
general character of the Coast region, because it is less known to 
the majority of the people of Mississippi, than any other portion 
of the State ; in consequence, no doubt, of the difficulty of inter- 
communication at present existing. Although abstractly aware of 
the fact that Mississippi possesses a share in the shores and waters 
of the Gulf, it has not, until recently, entered to any great extent 
into the calculations of the people at large. Yet the most casual 
observer, so soon as personal inspection shall have made him 
conscious of the reality, cannot fail to be impressed with the 
immense importance of opening a highway through which Missis- 
sippi may communicate, over her own soil, with a portion of her 
territory which possesses both a harbor commensurate with the 
magnitude of her commercial interests, and a climate not only 
healthful and pleasant, but capable, moreover, of producing many 
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of the choicest fruits, of the tropics as well as of the temperate 
zone.* 

Along with the cotton bales of North and Central Mississippi, 
the lumber and turpentine of the vast Pine forests of the South 
would find their way through this channel, to the great highway 
of nations. Nor would the ample grazing grounds which separate 
these forests from the Coast long remain without a landmark to 
guide the traveller. May the day not be far distant, when one 
uninterrupted band of iron shall link together the wheat and 
cotton fields of Tennessee, and the Live Oak and Orange groves of 
the Coast of Mississippi. 

*Through the courtesy of Mr. B. H. Green, the Chief Engineer, I have been 
placed in possession, both of the new location of the Gulf and Ship Island R. 
E., which will be found on the map, and of the results of the levelings on the 
route, which for lack of space are reserved for a subsequent Eeport. 
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MARLS, LIMESTONES, ETC. 



MAllLS. 



LIMESTONES. 



U L A Y fc 



Claeke Co. 



Garland's 
Creek. 



Insoluble Matter 

Pota.sh 

Soda 

Lime 

llagnesia 

Brown O.xido Manganese 

Peroxide of Iron 

Alumina 

Phosphoric Acid 

Sulphuric Acid 



Carbonic Acid. 



Organic Matter and Water 



Hinds County, j Warren Co. Rankin Co.; Cakkoll Co. i M a k i o n County. ;Feanklin Co. Lowndes Co. Tippah C o u n t y . < Chickasaw Co. Pontotoc Co.I Eankin Co. 



Tishomingo County. 



Itawamba 



Jackson. 



45.881 
1.717 
0.465 

14.785 
2.476 
0.403 

13 020) 
7.751 C 
0.327 
0.566 

12.492 



Byram. 



Vicksburg. j Dr. Quin's. , Shongalo. j Barnes'. 



Burnett's ; | liotten Limestone, 

Bluff. CassaJy. Waverley. Piipley. j Wilhite's. ! Houston. Okalona. i Daggett. 



Black Limestone, i Hydraulic Limestone, j White Clay, 
Yosts' Turn. : Cypress Pond. Eastport. ] Billings' Mill. Clingscale. Astr.j 



37 400 
0.445 
0.208 

28.821 
1.407 

5.133 
0.256 

23.084 
3.246 



12.308| 
0.611 
0.179 

43.932 
L688 



I 2.696 1 

0224 
1.266 
(Pyrites) 
34.720 



2.396 



99.556 100.000 



lOO.OOOl 



20.9671 
0.753! 
0.283; 

37.543 
2.082] 

4.722| 
0.135 

30.838 
2.657 



ICO.OOO 



13.074! 
0.205' 
0031 

46.222 
0.614 
0.067 

2.722 

trace^ 
0.058J 

34.754! 

i 

2.050! 



99 857! 



55.7051 
1.604' 
0.045i 
0.1061 
1.630 

34.347 
trace 

0.129 

7.012 

99.948, 



77 438! 
0.709! 
0.101 
4 800 
1.248 
0.316 
2.989 
6.449 
0.111 
trace 

3.372 

2.664 



83.691 
0.827 
0.268: 
0.793; 
1.053! 
0.2231 
4.394J 
8.3471 
0.148 
0.0221 



49.475 
1.242 
0.152 

13.190 
1.825! 
0.206; 
5.538 i 

12.587^ 
0.1321 
0.033 



9.555 
5 876 



88.702! 
0204 
0.190 
1,351! 
0.723; 

5.598| 

0.328 
0.013 

0.472 

2.303 



62.441; 
0.7S0' 
0.272 
7.952 
1.560 
0.160 

11.849 
5.865 
O.206 



9.905 



73,410 
0.702: 

1 
6.315' 
0886i 
0.050| 
7.055' 
5.888 
0.040 



5.040 



35.750' 
0681' 
0.197; 

20 558: 
1.366; 
0.305; 
4.190 
9.475} 

1.743! 
(Pyrites) 
I6.7OO! 



10.903 


8.374 


2.029 


0248 


0.359 




0.320 


0.089 




45.791 


48.815 


52.474 


0.877 


0.751 
0173 


O.067 


1.421 
1.957 


;. 2.412 
0.077 


i 2.125 
0.075 


35.725 


38.485 


41.529 


2.840 


0.832 


1.100 



1.680 

53.494 
0.817 

0.580 




35.281 
0.3481 

32.003; 
0.630 

1.581 
1.914 



27.643 



1001 97 i 



99.761] 



99.8711 



99.884! 100.000! 



It 0.000: 



99.7991 



100.082, 



l(J0367i 



99.924! 



54.201 
0.473 

23.247 

0.788 

0.903 
1.C64 
trace 



15.572 
3.752 



99.947] 100.000 



lOO.LOO 



90.877 



0.140; 
trace 

0.126> 
2.214^ 



6.930 



100.281 



SOILS AND SUBSOILS. 



Insoluble Matter 

Potash 

Soda 

Lime 

Magnesia 

Brown Oxide Manganese 

Pei oxide Iron 

Alumina 

Phosphoric Acid 

Sulphuric Acid 

Carbonic Acid 



Organic Matter and Water 



Makshali 


County. 


Claiborne County. 


Hinds Co. 


Monroe Co. Jasper Co. 


Hancock County. |J 


A c k s N County. 


jACfcON Co. 


Smith County. 


Pike 


County. 


Jasper Co. 


Pontotoc 


County. 


] 


Clay 


stone. 








Dr. Catching?, 


Prairie 


Pontotoc 


Pearl River 


Pascagoula Marsh. 


Pine Meadow 


Pine 


Hill, 


Summit. 


Hogbed Prairis 
Soil. 


Flat\\ 


oods. 




Soil. 


Subsoil. 


Soil. 


Subsoil. 


Loam. 


SuUoil. 


Uuderclay. Prairie Soil. 


Ridge Soil. 


Mar.-h Soil.; 


Soil. 1 Muck. 


Soil. 


Soil. 


Subsoil. 


Soil. 


Subsoil. 


Soil — Haavy. 


Soil — Light. 




83.347 


83.993 


87.573 


79.477 


75.344 


80 788 


71539 


03.435 


90572 74.150' 


70.183! 25.225 


95.592 


93.257 


83.030 


, 89.801 


77.931 


76 758 


77.854 


93.575 




549 


0.700 


0.458 


0.741 


511 


0.634 


0.542 


0.796 


1.096 I.CO3; 


559 ~ 




aooi 


0.259 


0.485 


0.218 


0.200 


0.525 


0.753 


0.254 




0.082 


0.049 


0.124 


0.248 


0.115 


0.185 


230 


0127 


0.423 0.375: 


0957; 




0,050 


0.005 


0.061 


0.076 


072 


0190 


100 


0.066 




0.245 


0.139 


0.244 


0.238 


5.921 


0.266 


1.075 


1.815 


0.178! O.I82! 


109. 




0.023 


0.129 


0.073 


0.034 


0.152 


0424 


0.178 


0.082 




479 


0579 


0.545 


83(1 


3.278 


1.029 


771 


1.112 




1.004; 


0.743 




0.069 


0.180 


0.519 


0.3(j6 


0.352 


0.674 


0831 


• 0.175 




4.798 


0.332 


0.205 


0.340 


0.252 


0.159 


0.046 


0.474 




i 0.005; 


0067! 


!■ 8.358 


0.045 


0.146 


0.153 


0.072 


0.095 


0.559 


0.167 


0.111 




6.282 


3.862 


3.231 


5.635 


3.272 


4.927 


5.419 


6.996 


2.000 


1 3 350 


1.1711 




0.459 


1.251 


4.145 


2.402 


5.456 


4.121 


5.899 


1.445 




0.282 


7.729 


4.842 


8.849 


2.823 


8.940 


13.253 


15.895 


3.555 


10 043! 


5.894 




0,848 


2.356 


8.871 


3.783 


11.870 


10.059 


10.302 


2.605 




0.068 


0.230 


0.105 


O.t.92 


0.143 


0.151 


0051 


232 




0.188 


0.111 




0.021 


0.030 


0.022 


0.038 


0.043 


0.063 


0.052 


tracers 




0.062 


0.054 


0.028 


trace 


0.060 
6.729 
1.231 


0.070 


0.030 


0.085 

1 




; 0.858 


0.170 ^ 


0.347 


tracers 


0.024 


0.021 


0.036 


0.035 


0.059 


0.032 


0.008 




4.195 


2.710 


3.073 


3.490 


3.239 


0.992^ ^''''^ 


2.455 8.390 


19.726 


66.070 


2.277 


2.330 


3.117 


3.446 


3.261 


5.733 


3.689 


1.333 




100.039 


100.399 


100.429 


1C0.038 


99.779 


100.393 


99 954 


lOO.COO 


100 212 


lU0.212i 


99.7961 


ICO.COO 


99.443 


99.997 


100.497 


1C0.202 


99.977 


99.163 


99.841 


99.653 
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MAULS. 



LIMESTONES. 



C L A Y f^, 



Co. .Rankin Co.I Cauroll Co. ; Maui on County. .Franklin Co.j Lowndes Co. : Tipi-a ii County. 



Chickasaw Co. 



Pontotoc Co.I Bankin Co. 



T I s n M I n Q County. 



It.vwamdaCo. 



SiMl'SON Co 









_ 


Burnett's 










I!o 


Lten Limestone, 




Black Limestone, 


Hydraul 


Limestone. 


White Clay, 






Il-g. 


Dr. Quin's. 


Shongalo. 


Bailies'. 


BlufF. 


Cassady. ; 
49.475' 


Waverley. 

88.702: 


Piipley. 
62.441 


Wilhitc's. 


Houston. 


Okalona. 


Daggett. 


Yosts' Furn. : Cypress Pond. 


Eastport. 


Billings' Mill. 


Clingscale. Astr 


Earth, Stovall; 


Pine Straw. 


).967 


13.074 


55.705 


77 438 


83.691 


73,410 


35.750 


10.903: 


8.374 


2.029' 1,680 


35.281 


54.201 


90,877 


86.879' 


65.312 


.K'tb'i 


0.2G5 


1.G04 


0.709 


0.827 


1.242' 


0204' 


0.730 


0702 


0081 


0.2481 


0359 




0.318 


0.473 


1 




5.530 


J. 283 


031 


0.045 


0,101 


0.268 


0.152 


0.19O 


0.272 


, 


0.197! 


0.320; 


0.089 


' 










0.416 


/.b43 


4G.222 


0.166 


4 800 


0.793 


13.190 


1.351 


7.952 


6.315 


20 558' 


45.791, 


48.815 


52.474 53.494 


32.603 


23.247 


0.140 


0.732; 


13.860 


i.OH'A 


0.G14 


1.630 


1.248 


1.053 


1.8251 


0.723 


1.560 


0886 


1.366, 


0877 


0.751 


06671 0.817 


0.630 


0.788 


trace 


0.237) 


5.208 




0.0 G7 




031G 


0.223 


0.266 


' 


0.160 


0.050| 


0.305 




0173 


j 










1.681 


4.722 


( 2.722 


I 34.347 


2.989 
C.449 


4.394 
8.347 


5.538 > 
12.587 \ 


5.598 


11.849 
5.865 


7.055' 
5.888! 


4190 
9.475 


1.421 ) 
1.9575 


2.412 


I 2.]25| O580 


1.581 
1,914 


0.903 
1.C61 


0.126; 
2.214 \ 


4.548 


0.14L 
4.539 


U.13b 


trace 


trace 


O.IU 


0.148 


0.132] 


0.328j 


0.266 


0.046! 








0.0751 




trace 






1.154 




0.058 




trace 


0.022 


0.033J 


0.013 




1 


1.743: 
(Byritcs) 


1 


0.077 












1.385; 


0.894 


0.838 


34.754 


0.129 


3.372 




9.555| 


0.472 1 


9.905 


( 5.640; 


16.760i 


35.725: 


38.485 


41.529i 42.035 
(c) 


i 27,643 


15.572 






1 
I 


1.479 

(KCL) 


2.657 


2.050 


7.012 


2.664 




5 8761 

1 


2.303 ) 




s 


8.7741 


2.840; 


0.832 


1.100| 1.340 


s 


3.752 


6.930 




6.083! 




0.000 


99 857 


99.948 


100 197 


99.761 


99.871] 


99.884-! 


100.000 


no.ooo: 


99.7991 


100.082 


100367 


99,924l 99.947 


100.000 


100.100 


100.2871 


99.864] 


100 oai 
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County. 


Hinds Co. 


Monroe Co. Jasper Co. 


Hancock 


County. 


Jackson County. 


Jackson Co. 


Smith County. 


Pike 


County. 


Jasper Co. 


Pontotoc 


County. 


Rankin County. 






Dr. Catchings, 


Prairie 




Pontotoc '• 


Pearl Pivei 


Pascagunla Marsh. 


Pine ;Mcadon- 


Pine 


Hill, 


Summit. 


Hogbed Prairis 


Flatu 


oods. 


Gypseous Prairie 


1. 


Loam. 


Subsoil. 


Underclay. 


Prairie Soil. 


Piidgo Soil. 


Mar--h Soil. 


Soil. 1 Muck. 


Soil. 


Soil. 


Subsoil. 


Soil. 


Subsoil. 


Soil. 


Soil— Haavy. 


Soil — Light. 


Soil. 1 Underclay. 


J.477 


75.344 


80 788 


71 539 


63.435 


90.572: 


74.150 


70.183i 25.225 


95,592 


93.257 


83.030 


, 89.801 


77.931 


76 758 


77.854 


93.575 


82.558 


67 027 


).741 


511 


0.634 


0.542 


0.796 


1.096' 


1 003 


559 ' 




0061 


0.259 


0.485 


0.218 


0.266 


0,525 


0.753 


0.254 


0.339 


0.518 


).248 


0.115 


0.185 


230 


0127 


0.423i 


0.375 


0957 




0.050 


0.065 


0.061 


0.076 


0.072 


0190 


0.106 


0.066 


0.023 


0.414 


,1.238 


5.921 


0.266 


1.075 


1815 


0.178; 


182 


109 




0.023 


0.129 


0.073 


0.034 


0152 


424 


0.178 


0.082 


0.432 


5.695 


) 830 


3.278 


1.029 


771 


1.112 




1.004 


0.743 




0.069 


0.180 


0.519 


0.306 


0.352 


0.674 


831 


0.175 


0.513 


1.233 


1346 


0.252 


0.159 


0.046 


0.474 


! 


0.065 


0,067 


!• 8.358 


0.045 


0.146 


0.153 


O072 


0095 


0.559 


0.167 


0.111 


0.092 


0.509 


.635 


3.272 


4.927 


5.419 


6.996 


2.060 


3 350 


1.171 




0,459 


1.251 


4.145 


2.402 


5.456 


4,121 


5.899 


1.445 


3.084 


4,344 


.849 


2.823 


8.940 


13,253 


15.895 


3.555! 


10 643 


5.894 




0.848 


2.356 


8.871 


3.783 


11.870 


10.069 


10.302 


2.605 


7.424 


10.751 


.092 


0.143 


0.151 


051 


232 




0.188 


O.IU 




0.021 


0.030 


0.022 


0.038 


0.043 


O063 


0.052 


tracers 


0.076 




race 


0.060 


0.076 


0.036 


0.085 




! 0.858 


0.176 J 


0.347 


tracers 


0.024 


0.021 


0.036 


0.035 


0.059 


0.032 


0.008 


0.058 


5,751 


496 


6.729 
1.231 


3,239 


6.992 


i 9.028 


2.455 


8.390 


19.726 


66.070 


2.277 


2.330 


3.117 


3.446 


3.261 


5.733 


3.689 


1.333 


5.322 


1,018 
2.740 


038 


99.779) 


100,393i 


99 954 


lOO.COO 


100 212: 


100.212 


99.796i 


100,000 


99.443 


99.997 


100.497 


100.202 


99,977 


99.163 


99.841 


99.653 


99.911 


loo.aio 
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APPENDIX B. 

CATALOaUE OF TOMBIGBEE GREEN SAND FOSSILS, BY DE, WM. 

SPILLMAN, OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPL 



Anomia telUnoides. 
" argentaria. 

Ammonites carinatus. n. s, 
" hhatus. " 

" nodosus, " 

" angulatus. " 

Baculites asper. 
" compressus. 
" arculits, 
" lahyrinthicus. 

*Buccinum. 2 sp. 

Cardita . 

Cqproliies. 

Dmtalium rugosum. 

*Mcogyra costata. 

*Fusus. 3 sp. 

* Oryphea incurva. 
*Hamites torquatus, 

* " circulus. 
Inoceramus alveatus. n. s. 



Ttjo. 



triangularis, 
proximus. 
biformis. 
scalaria. 



Luicina. 3 sp. 

Nucvla. ? 
*Nucleolites. 

Nautilus orliculatus. n. S, 
" angulatus. " 



Tuo. 



Saurocephalus lanciformis. 
OxyrJiina Mantelli. 
Otodus appendiculatus. 
Michodus cretaceous. 



*Natica petrosa. 

Ostrea ambigua. " " 

* " plvmosa. 

* " xretacea. 

* " falcata. 
Pyrula trocJmformis. 

" 2 undetermined species. 

Pinna ^very large. 

Pecten quingue costatus. 

* " memhranosus. 

Placuna. unknown. 

PJioladomya ocddentalis, 
*Serpula. 2 sp. 

Tou. *Trigonia thoracica. 

" Uhrritdla vertebroides, 

" Terebratula Harlani. 

" Teredo tibialis. n. s. Too. 

" " calamus. " " 

" Voluta Spillmani. " " 

" 2 undetermined species. 
FOSSIL TEETH, 

Gorax appendiculatus. 

BpTiyruria. 

Lamna. 

Ptychodus Mortoni. 



*Those so marked are common to the Tombigbee Green Sand and the Eotten 
Limestone. 
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APPENDIX C. 

BXPLOEATION OP THE HYDRAULIC LIMESTONE DISTBICT OF 
TISHOMINGO COUNTY, BY PROP. W. D. MOORE. 

University op Mississippi, July 20, 1860. 
Dr. E. W. Hilgabd — My Bear Sir : — According to promise, I left Oxford on 

the 11th inst., for Tishomingo County, in order to verify or disprove your conjec- 
ture, "that the Hydraulic Limestone would be found between Eastport and the 

Tennessee line ", in other localities than those recorded in your field notes. I 

reached Red Sulphur Springs — the "point d'appui" on the 12th, and thou^ 
very much wearied, spent the remainder of the day, in making myself familiar 

with the aspect of the Limestone as it appears there, the form of the hills made 
by it, its characteristic vegetation, and its relations to the Orange Sand. I found 
the rock, on the road between " Red Sulphur" and the " Big Chalybeate" about 

a mile from the former, and at the latter in a solid ledge twenty or thirty feet 
thick, which runs along the little branch formed by the spring, for nearly half 
a mile. About three hundred yards from the Red Sulphur, due east, a little 
stream is crossed by the road ; along this stream, to the Tennessee river (nearly 
two miles), the rock appears in a continuous ledge, till at Winn's Perry, it riaeB 
in a cliff to the height of seventy feet ; at this point, not more than a quarter 
of a mile from the Tennessee River, specimens were taken from the base, 
middle and top of the cliff. This examination settled in my mind the general 
structure of the hills, along the course to be examined, and as all subsequent 
investigations only served to confirm this conclusion I may as well state it at 
once, viz : the road from Red Sulphur to Eastport runs along a ridge, the base 
of which is the Hydraulic Limestone, overlying which is the angular cher<i 
itself covered by the ferruginous conglomerate ; on this ridge so constructed 
the loose sand and pebbles of the Orange Sand have been piled, borne against it 
at some points with such violence as to have denuded the ridge of everything 
except the Hydraulic Limestone, leaving your "bald hills" covered with thek 
peculiar vegetation, and at others with such velocity and force as to have passed 
over the face of the cliff, forming immense deposits which hide the limestone 
entirely ; the streams, great or small, cutting through this ridge — as Yellow 
Creek, Indian Creek, the little branch running down to Winn's landing, the one 
flowing through Mrs. Brigg's place, and that through Mr. Moore's — emptying 
into the Tennessee — all expose in their beds and banks the HydraulicLime- 
stone. There is no exception to this. 

On Priday morning, in company with Mr. Skipwith of N. Orleans, who has 
a summer residence near " Red Sulphur," and to whose intelligent kindness I 
am greatly indebted, I started to Eastport, his object being, to point out to me a 
fine example of a " bald hill" about two miles south-east of the Red Sulphur 
Springs, with the characteristic Red Haw, Stonewert and Prickly Pear ; it is 
simply the bluff of Yellow Creek, and on both sides of the stream, to its mouth, 
there is a continued ledge of the rock as already observed by you. Crossing 
Yellow Creek and passing Billing's Mill about two miles, I found a road run- 
ning down to the river (Tennessee) and followed it, descending and passing over 
the Orange Sand and loose pebbles — the ferruginous conglomerate — the shat- 
tered angular chert — to Billing's Hollow, in which I found a pretty little stream, 
running over the limestone for nearlly two miles, to the river. I traveled along 
the river bottom, clambering over the debris of the cliff and through aU sorts of 
obstructions for nearly two miles further and found the limestone again, is 
great force, in the bed of a little stream, flowing through Mrs. Briggs' plantation. 
At this point, further progress along the river seeming impossible, I ascended 
the ridge once more and went on to Eastport, finding the limestone only once ia 
a " bald hill," on Mr. Moore's place. 

Somewhat discouraged, I determined to go up the river, if compelled to walk, 
foeheving that I had correctly made out the structure of the ridge, and that I 
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should certainly find limestone all along the river from Bastport to " Red Sul- 
phur"; fortunately in Eastport I found a guide and a very intelligent and 
obliging one, in the person of Mr. Vance, who undertook to show me a path 
along the face of the cliff and who fulfilled his engagement. Without weari- 
some details I give you the result of subsequent explorations, in the following 
^ciflcatioBS of localities, on a line along the Tennessee Eiver from Eastport to 
Winn's Landing. The limestone forms a continuous cliff from Eastport to the 
limitof Mr. E. W. Brice's land 

% mile through Mr. J. Hill's land ; 
Ji " " Mr. J. Welsh's " 
Ji " • " Mr. Dan. Dexter's " 
% " " Mr. Wm. Clement's land; 
1 " " Dr. Cochrane's land ; 
1 " " Mrs. Brigg's land; 
3^ " ' Mr. Moore's land ; 
% " " Mr. Busby's land ; 
Ji " " Mr. J. Mar's land ; 
for the next three miles the limestone is covered by fallen chert, conglomerate 
and pebbles of the Orange Sand, but can no doubt be easily reached and worked 
— -for the succeeding two miles, to Winn's Landing it appears repeatedly." 

You have, therefore, a complete verification of your conjecture that the 
limestone would be found between Eastport and " Bed Sulphur." I need not 
enlarge upon the importance to the immediate district, and to the whole State 
of such an immense deposit of Hydraulic Limestone, suflScient to supply the 
irhole valley of the Mississippi with cement, for generations to come, which can 
be easily worked, and from its vicinity to the Tennessee Eiver, easily transported 
to every part of the South and South-west. 
Truly yours, 

W. D. MOORE. 



ERRATA. 

The reader is requested to correct the following additional errata. 
Page 76, middle of page, between "northeastward" and "further" insert a comma. 

" 188, beginning of 11316, place the semicolon after "Sodium," the comma 

after "Gkuber's Salt." 

" 227, end of Tr432, after "guano" insert a parenthesis. 

" 245, end of HSOI, for "anghow," read "anyhow." 

" 265, second reference in 11556, should be to ir629. 

" 277, end of ir573, reference should be to ir619, instead of 1[96. 

" 283, tenth line from above, for "leveling" read "leveeing." 

" 287, twelfth line from below, for "dust" read "crust." 

" 289, second line from below, for '-length" read "height." 

" 294, second line of ir627, for "yellow lands" read "yellow loam lands." 

" 294, third line from below, for "muck" read "much." 

" 295, middlle of page, for "subsoU. fields" read "subsoiled fields." 

" 312, middle of page,_for "Dr. Stalehane's" read "Dr. Stateham's." 

" 313, tenth line of 11675, for "bluflf" read "buff." 

" 317, first line of ir687, for "Upland Sort," read "Upland Subsoil." 

" 324, fourth line from above, for "specimens" read "species." 

" 328, second line of ir716, for "unfrequently" read "frequently." 

" 332, middle of page, a new paragraph begins at No. 298. 

" 333, eleventh hne of 11727, for "this" read "these." 

" 334, eighteenth line from below, for "effervescing" read "efflorescing." 

" 335, seventh line from below, for "visible" read "variable." 

" 340, ff., for "Hatehushe" read "Hatchushe." 

" 341, sixteenth line from below, for "occupying" read "accompanying." 

" 343, middle of page, for "Arehusa" read Archusa. 

" 348, 356, for "P. rigida" read "P. mitis." 

" 349, first line of last paragraph, for "Brown Ledge" read "Broom Sedge." 

" 551, first line of the analysis, for "889" read "89." 

" 353, thirteenth line from below, for "Pig Woods" read "Piny Woods." 

" 353, ir775, for "Bowie" read "Bouie. 

" 353, 1F776, for "Bowie White Sand" read "Bouie and White Sand." 

" 356, ninth line from above, for "Tallahala" read "Tallahoma." 

" 364, fourth line from above, for "S. W. Cato" read "S. W. of Cato." 

" 364, seventh line from end of ir802, for "Neglan's" read "Neylan's" 

" 366, fourth line from above, for "McCaun's" read "McCann's." 

" 366, middle of pa'ge, for "(P. mitis)" read "(P. ?)" 

" 372, fifth line of ir829, for "least" read "best" 

" 373, thirteenth line from below, for "pressure" read "presence." 

" 374, middle of page, for "waste" read "coast." 

" 380 second hne from below, for "transition" read "transformation." 

" 381 first hne above, the word hill should be quoted, thus, "kill." 

" 381 sixteenth hne from below, after "not" add "accessible." 

" 382, seventh line from above for "30" read "300." 

" 385, third line of l867, for "compost" read "compact." 
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